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Title-aspirants
Abahani Krira Ch-

akra continued

thetr run of ins-

to post a big four
nil victory against Arambagh
Krira in -

second match of the:-Star First
Division football league at the

Stadium.

opponents, playing in
the orange -navy blue combina-
tion of Brothers Union, did not
deserve the drubbing the
score-line would s but
their show ol temper
and in tactics back-
fired to pave path for a
second -half blitzkrieg by the
men from Dhanmondi in daz-
sling gold, which left
Arambagh nonplussed. broke.

Abahani settled down
quickly on a dusty ground with
Philemon patches here and
there. Sergei Zhukov and
Alexey Arflev's eximious ball
control and sense coupled
with the pace and industry of
Mamun Joarder and Zakir gave
the Abahani offence a raszor
sharpness which left the
Arambagh defence torm in
shreds.

With the exception of Gaus,
the left-winger who was re-
lieved to be taken off
later.everyone including the
two wing-backs and
Ntra ':liod hard to to the
bite of the attack of the de-
fending champions. The goal,
hanging like the sword of
Damocles, finally fell in the
15th minute. A flag-kick de-
flected by skipper Munna was
pmrtg. cleared by the
Arambagh defence: Zhukov
standing free on the right
corner of the box wok a low,
angular drive that crashed into
the net, leaving the confused
.n-lhmm stranded out of po-
sition. execution exempli-
fied the superb sense of the
two footballers from the
former Soviet Union to keep
themselves free from the

‘m“qrﬂ of opposition
; & lesson

amply demonstrated later iIn
. the .

Munna, who has of late
grown a penchant for martial

porter
arts, 1 off the skir

mishes midway through the
first hall. The reportedly high
est paid footballer of the coun
try swooped on Arambagh's
Kamal on the line near the

centre circle. Tempers ran
high as the Aram skipper

engaged in a short scuffle with
Rehan. the Abahani defender
who I8 no less known for his
talent in hacking players down
than tackling properly. The
foul which rendered Kamal un-
fit was serfous enough to earn
him a marching order. Instead
he received a yellow card,
somecthing which he should
have got earlier for dangerous
play. The privileges one enjoys
while playing for the big clubs !
Arambagh were not far behind

The incident gave them the
excuse to indulge in TFough
football which made one quite
apprehensive about the fate of
the match.

The heat fortunately wore
off. helped perhaps by the chill
and the second hall saw
Abahani in a rapacious mood.

The induction of Rumi in
the place of totally ineffective
Gaus did a world of Pacy
Mamun Joarder, who had a

match yesterday. staried
nding himself in the shooting

zone with dangerous frequency
and he scored 23 rhinutes into
the second half. He oulpaced a
defender after getting a ball
from Alamgir and beat Btjoy
with a powerful grounder to
the second t 2-0.

Rumi. who multiplied the
miseries of the beleaguered
Arambagh defence with his de-
lghtful footwork, scored the
third goal with another
grounder from top of the box
in the 30th minute, 3-0.
Sheikh Mohammed Aslam who
could not feature prominently
in his side's attacks mainly be
cause of an apparent non-co:
operation by some of his
teammates, got a beauty of a
minus from Zakir and the
striker scored his team's and
his fourth goal of the season
with a lashing header that had
the speed and the venom of a
cobra. 4-0. The striker was
deprived of a goal earlier in
the first half when his stinging

Aramba

header in the 21st minute of
the first hall was tipped over
the bar by the goalkeeper.

Bijoy the Arambagh

minutes later when he barely
got his fingers to a sudden,
intelligent, dipping shot by
Zhukov to thwart it en-
tering the net. The Abahani
custodian in contrast was an
epitome of maladroitness,
bltssfully unexposed by
Arambagh forwards who
wasted their two hall-chances;
once on to the ball too
long and on Ilu_'::nr occasion
shooting wide. paucity of
chances, however, cannot be
as an absolute out-

of the vanquished who

brand of foot-
o et gy
The win gives Abahani 12
points from six out while
Arambagh remain on from
as many outings.

Yellow cards : Munna and
Zhukov of Abahani and Dabloo
and Sunny of Arambagh.

ABAHANI KC : Selim,
Alamgir, Munna, Rehan. Nira,
Arifeav. Zhukov., Munir
(Mamun) . Shakil (Zakir).
Aslam and Gaus [Rumi).

ARAMBAGH KS: Bijoy.
Dabloo (Shamim). Ajmat,
Harcon Sr, Anwar Sr., Sunny.
Kamal Tusher, Ekram, Sohel.
J and Anwar Jr.

» SK Badruddin.

POINTS SHARED

In the day's first match,
Wart Club shared points with
newly-promoted Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha in a goalless encounter,
Warl. enjoying a clear edge
over their opponents, were
rather unlucky to home
with a point as their gl'“.rﬂl.

E:tlcuhr!y Tutul, missed a

chances. Eskaton missed

their solitary chance in the
second hall when Rinku failed
to beat a helpless Wart custo-
dian. Wari and Eskaton have
collected six and five points

I::E::dv:hr from six matches

TODAY'S MATCHES
BJMC vs Wanderers (3 pm)

Mohammedans vs
Dhanmondi (5 pm).

John Walker retires

WELLINGTON, Feb 6: John
Walker New Zealand's ific
record- breaking m dis-
tance runner, has announced
his retirement and abandoned
his atte to become the first
40-year-old to run a sub-four-
minute mile. reports Reuter.

"l have run my last race it is
sad but there was no way |
could run the mile as planned
on March 1.” said former mile
world record holder Walker
who tumed 40 on January 12.

"But | would like to be re-
membered for the races | ran
— and won—giving 110 per
cent and no for not running a
sub-four-minute mile at 40°
Walker told reporters.

Walker who won gold in the
1.500 metres at the [976
Montreal Olympics hurt his
achilles tendon in a training
run on Monday and was forced
to walk after only a quarter the
way through a planned mile
time trial.

The New Zealander had
planned to attempt the four-
minute mile on his 40th birth-
day. but was forced to post-
pone the original attempt be-
cause of the tendon injury.

Walker ran 129 sub-four-
minute miles was the first to
break three minutes 50 sec-
onds and recorded his fastest
mile —3:49.08 seconds— as a
30-year-old.

His world record timé of
3:49.40, set in Sweden in
1975, stood for four years and
in an international career
spanning more than two
decades, Walker held three
indtvidual world records and
shared two others in relays.

"I will always run. It has
been part of my lfe for 30
years and once | heal— and
grodness knows how long that
will be— | will run, but net
competitively.” Walker added.

Magic says he’s
fit to

RALEIGH, NC. Feb 6: Magic
Johnson told an audience of
college students Wednesday
night that his health dictated
his decision to play in Sunday’s
NBA All-Star game, reports AP

The former Los Angeles
Lakers’ guard retired from the
game last November when he
tested sitive for the HIV
virus, can lead to AIDS.

“There have been no prob-
lems.” Johnson said. "My wife
and baby are . I'm look-
ing forward to playing in the
All -Star game."

Johnson, addrgssing a stu-
dent gathering at St. Aug-
ustine’'s College. was voted to a
starting position by the fans on
the Western Conference All-
Star team.

Johnson's participation in
the All-Star game has been
eriticized by some NBA play-
ers. Charles Barkley of the
Philadelphia 76 years said he
didn’t think Johnson should
play in the game because it
would prevent a deserving
newcomer from playing in the
in a poll of NBA pla
na players, 96
of the 132 players asked said
they thought Johnson should
play in the game.

| Biman in dire straits

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Bim-
an's super lecague
prospects bec-
anie dimmer as
they went down
fighting to Public

Works Department (PWD) by
22 runs . yesterday at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
yesterday Iin a crucial enc-
ounter of the Navana Premier
Diviston cricket lcague. Biman
now have to win their last
match against Brothers Union
to qualify for the super league.

Put into bat PWD amassed
203 for six wickets from the
43 overs sent down by the
Biman bowlers. Shri Lankan
opener Hamin top scored for
PWD with a dour 61 made off
104 balls punctuated by two
hits to the fence only.

His compatriot wicket-
keeper batsman Romesh
Kaluwirthana made a well
compiled 50 off only 44 balls.

All-rounder Shaheen con-
tributed usefully with 35, that
contained two fours and a huge
sixer.

Anwarul Amin Azhar. the
veteran Biman offspinner was
the pick of the bowlers taking
two for 27. Pial. Moni and Alek
took one wicket apicce.

The three pronged pace at-

tack of PWD manned by
Shabbir. Joydev and Badshah
devastated the top hall of
Biman batting. Skipper
Shahnawaz Shanu tried to
stem the rot with a fighting 33
before being bowled by
Jahangir Shah Badshah.
However, Enamul Huq Moni
put up a real challenge to the
marauding PWD bowlers with a
brilliant 67 off only 63 balls.
Playing with the typical
panache and grace of a south-
paw under tremendous pres-
surc Moni struck six bound-
arices. His departure heralded
the end of the airlinges who
what the end of their allotted
43 overs reached 181 for nine
wickets.

Badshah the 40 plus PWD
captain bowled superbly o fin-
ish with figures of three for 44.
Shabbir did well too taking

two for 26. Hamin ’ and
Shaheen took one wicket
ce

Mecanwhile, there s no
Navana tie today. However, the
important encounter of the
Milnars First Division cricket
league between Victoria
Sporting Club and Udity Club
will be played at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,

today. |

Keegan’s new job

NEWCASTLE,

England. Feb 6:
Former English
" captain Kevin Ke-
| egan made a

sensational ret-

urn to soccer Wednesday as
manager of his former club
Newcastle United. reports

KEVIN KEEGAN

“This 1s the only managerial
job | have ever wanted." said
the two-time European foot.
baller-of-the-year, "We will
turn this club around. It will go
back where it belongs.”

Keegan. who turns 4] next
week., replaces former
Argentinian international Ossie
Ardiles who was sacked only
three hours before the ap-
pointment was announced.

Last weekend. the former
World Cup and Spurs star had
been reassured by club owner
and chairman Sir John Hall
that his job was safe.

On Wednesday, Ardiles said
he was sad and disappointed
about his dismissal.

"But | have no bitterness
towards Newcastle United or
Kevin Keegan. | wish Kevin ev-

ery success but he has a big
battle to avoid tion.”
Keegan who retired as a
player in 1984 after helping
Newcastle back into the First
Division faces a mounting chal-
lenge to prevent the team

from dropp to the Third
Division for first time in
the club's history.

But W y. he was up-
beat about his first managerial
post.

“I'm so excited | can't tell
you how much this is the most
exciting thing that has ever
happened to me in my life.”

Although Newcastle played
some attractive football under
Ardiles, confidence has been
lacking and they have only
notched up six wins and 29
points in 30 league games.

- And on Saturday, Newcastle
second from the bottom suf-
fered a 5-2 defeat at the hands
of bottom club Oxford.

Keegan has agreed an open
ended contract and was n';:l-
ing the ‘gl;lyerl for the first
time on nesday alternoon.
His first match in charge will
be again Bristol City at St
James Park on Saturday.

Wrestling meet
Sports Reporter

A two-day long wrestling
competition under the joint
nu:r of the Cultural Centre
of .the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Dhaka and the . esh
Amateur Wrestling Federation
will be held on February 8 and
9 at the National Sports
Council gymnasium in obser-
vance of the 13th anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran.

gh |

WB cricketers

arrive Feb 9

Sports Reporter
A 15 member West Bengal

| ericket team will arrtve on

February 9, Su o a
number of mnl‘:I'L- .ﬁm
Dhaka Stadum.

The tourists will play one-
day matches cach against
Abahani Krira Chakra and
Dhaka Mohammedan
Club on the tenth and

will
match with a Ban
Cricket Control CH)
sclection starting from
13. Each side will

a maximum of 80 overs.
visitors from across the
border, who will leave on 16,
will play their last match
against a BCCB selection. pre-
sumably an under-28 one on

18.

T The Bull West squad
is . Ashok Malhotra :
Raja Venkat, Snehashish
Ganguly, Srtkanth Kalyant.
Saurav , Indu Bhusan
Roy, Debanik Gandhi Mintu
Das., Sharadindu Mukherjee,
::rn Bhattacharya, Rajtv
Jayanta Dastidar. Anup
Das, Debanik ta and
Dipak Dasgupta (Manager), ac-
cordingly to the corrected
players’ list sent to the

Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board by the Cricket

play a two-day
desh

said

Jimmy Connors

| Prancisco, said: I know she

clrcult
San

men s
fournament

at a
in

wants to play me without
changing the rules of the

Seventeen-year old Seles

sald at the Australlan Open
that she would like to play
Connors.

“If we did meet, the ten-
nis public would see the
world's grealest grunters on
the same court at the same
time. It would be noisy,
great and fun.,” .she
commented.

Joyner-Kersee eyes

golds in Barcelona
NEW YORK. Feb 6: Jackie
Joyner-Kersee is aiming for
another pair of gold medals at
the Barcelona Olympics this
summer both the long jumper
and hept-athlete has a longer

rangs plan in mind, reports
Reuter. _

x -
JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE
The athletics star wants to
compete in the 1996 Atlanta
Games.

Nineteen eighty four was
my first Olympic team and 1t
was in American said Joyner-
Kersee, who is in New York for
Friday's Millrose Games. "] was
not strong mentally then, and |
came up short with a silver (in
the heptathlon).”

"God willing, | would like 1o
stay through 96 and end my
carcer on American soil. By
that time I'll be 33 or 34 |
would love to start in Los
Angeles and finish in Atlanta.”

Joyner-Kersee will be de-
fending her Olympic hep-
tathlion and long jump titles in
Barcelona.

While there is strong com-
petition in the long jump,
there is rarely any doubt about
Jonner-Kresee winning the
heptathlon. Suspense centres
around whether she will set
another world record.

She has four world hep-
tathlon marks since 1986, n-
cluding the current standard
of 7,291 points established at
the 1988 Seoul Olympics.

The most important thing
is the win, Joyner-Kersee sald.

“Once | am in shape— and
at that time of year, injury not
withstanding | will be in the
best shape of my life— | will go
to the Olympics thinking win.
If | am in the best shape of my
life, those other things will
come,”

Sport
| Stewart's ton puts England in better position

WELLINGTON, Feb

- 6: A century by

—_— opener Alec Ste-

wart and inept

New Zealand fle-

iding put England

in a respectable tion at the

end of first of the final

ericket Test against New

Zealand on Thursday. reports
Reuter. ‘

Stewart scored 107 of

England’'s 239 for five on a day
when New Zealand — already
demoralised by two Test de-
feats — dropped six catches.
All-rounder Dermot Reeve and
nightwatchman David Lawre-
nce were not out for England
at the close of play.

Spinner Dipak Patel, with
four for 74. was New Zealand's
best bowler. but he was re-
sponsible for dropping two
comfortable catches. Stewart
was dropped three times in
his third century In four Test
matches.

The start of play was de-
layed for 90 minutes aflter
heavy overnight rain. and Eng-
land captain Graham Gooch
chose to bat when he won the
loss.

The basin reserve wicket
looked patchy. but it offered
little encou ment to New
Zealand's seam attack, weak-
ened by the absence of Willy
Watson with a leg injury.

Gooch and Stewart took the
score o B3 when Patel, with
just his third ball. caught the
England stretching too
for forward and bowled him
through the gate between bat
and pad for 30

Stewart and Graeme Hick
then set about the bowling at-
tack with an entertaining 76-

NEW DELHI, Feb

" 8: The soene was
a packed Lord s
on a glorious high
summer's for
cricket’s d:(:o.

piece — the World Cup final.
reports Reuter.

The action focused on Viv
Richards Thrusting West

Indies towards what looked
like being a decistve viclory
over India with a characteristic
piece of majestic batsmanship.
Suddenly the whole shape
and tempo of the 1983 final
was transformed as Richards
miscued a hook and Kapil Dev
running back to the mid
wicket boundary help a crucial
catch from a steeping hit.
Richard's dismissal was the
signal for a stunning collapse
as India, originally quoted at
500-1 for the Cup. pulled of
one of the game's biggest
upscts with a 43-run victory.
Nine ycars on. all rounder
Kapil Dev remains a central
figure in his country's chal-
lenge for the 1992 World Cup
in Australia and New Zealand.
Kapil. one of the most
charismatic personalities of
dian cricket, can still play a

Div Two cricket
Sports Reporter

Western CC outplayed
Lalbagh US by thtee wickets in
the Rank-Xerox Second
Division cricket league yester-
day at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Staditum.

Batting first, Lalbagh made
119 runs for nine wickets in
their allotted 35 overs awith
Mot and Azad scoring 35 and
14 respectively.

Moin and Nayan took two
wickets each for Western.

In their turn. Western
reached safely home in 31.3
overs for the loss of seven
wickets with Sanchay and
Torey scoring 25 and 21 re-
spectively.

Jasim and Naju claimed four
;nd two wickets respectively

r :
In the other match of the
day. Azad Sporting Club beat
Dhaka Friends Union by 23
runs at the Dhanmondi Club
ground.

Electing to bat. Azad scored
177 for nine wickets from
their quota of 35 overs with
Nirmal and Sajjad making 47
and 37 respectively.

Atiq of Friends Union
claimed five wickets for 11,

In reply. Friends Union
could muster only 154 for nine
wickets in their 35 overs.

Milton, Shakil and Chayan
got 24, 22 and 19 runs respec-
tively for Friends Union.

Manu and Nirmal took two
wickels each for Azad Sporting

TODAY'S MATCHES

Kakrail Boys Club

Cantondan SC (DCS)
United Heroes vs Spread

Eagles (DCG).
Jabbar tennis

fgom today
PO

The MA Jabbar Smriti ten-
nis competition gets underway
at the Ramna Tennis Complex
today. says a press release.

A total of 175 players from
different parts of the country
are likely to take part in seven
events.

Major General Mahbubur
Rahman, Chairman of the
National Sports Council will
inaugurate the meet at 4 pm
while the Mayor of Dhaka City
Corporation Mirza Abbas will
distribute prizes among the
winners on the concluding day

February 14,
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run-partnership which ended
when Hick was also bowled by

the Kenyan born ofkspinner
for 43,

Hick's innings, which iIn-
cluded two sixes and five
fours, was his Test best. A pro-
ithe run scorer, Hick

his
and

been able to find
international

La
Lr

ALEC STEWART .. 104

have been ex about his
ability to cope with short de-
liveries.

Robin Smith soon lobbed a
simple catch to Ken Ruther-

from Patel's and
his departure brought in Allan
Lamb, who set out to try to
repeat last week's second Test
performance In Auckland,
when his 850 in 33 balls was
the third fastest ever scored in
a Test match.

Lamb smashed 30 before
snicking a catch — n off
Patel — to wicketkeeper lan
Smith.

Stewart, despite offering

telling. middle order innings
but. perha more signifi
cantly, his t medium -
ing has had a fresh lease of life.
Former Indian captain Kapil
has been bowling better on
their current our of Australia
than for much of the past
three years, and underlined
his stamina and enduring skills
after 115 Tests by taking his
400th wicket in the final Test

against Australia in Perth on
Kapil. the world's leading

‘wicket taker in limited over an

internationals with 217 wick-
ets can expect his main pace
bowling support in the Cup
from Manoj Prabhakar and
Javagal Srinath who in
Australia on his first tour, has
proved the first change bowler
the Indias have been seelging

Iindia’'s apparently endless
production line of spinners has
turned up Venkatapathy Raju,
only 21, but as though
his left-arm spin be part of
the team for along time.

Batting form may cause the
Indians thetr test concern
alter several players endured
lean spells on the Australian
tour, '

has not
form at

'Y
three catches — a ma- ted since joining the England
ture innings o the 148 touring party because he was
scored in the first Test iIn  acting in pantomime at home.

DIPAK PATEL ..477

It::: New Zealand could have
n in the driving seat If
had held the six catches :ll:j;
fell to the ground

Ynu:" Samoan-born left
armer Murphy Su'a staked a
strong claim for a place in New
Zealand's World Cup team with
a stu bowling spell of none
for 41 from 24 overs.

England's selectors sprang
a surprise on Thursday momn-
ing when they included vet-
eran all-rounder lan Botham in
the Test team.

Botham. playing in his
100th Test match, has bowled
: 16 overs and has not bat-

Captain Mohammad Azharu-
ddin. one of the world's most
gruceful batsmen, Sanjay

kar and dashing opener
Krish Srikkanth were short of
runs and only teenage gy
Sachin Tendulkar

A — A —

- — e

KAPIL DEV ... key man

his tation.

India's former captain Nari
Contractor is optimistic of the
side reaching the last four.
"The Indian team despite fac-
ing some problems in Australia
which | don't quite understand
will certainly make the semifi-
nals,” he said.

*The Indian team has

y Africa beat Zimbabwe

HARARE, Feb 6 :
South Africa, re-
admitted to

world cricket last

year, beat Zimba-
bwe in the fArst

international. match between
the two neighbouring nations
in a World Cup warm-up
yesterday, reports Reuter,

South Africa overcame
Zimbabwe by six wickets in a
low-scoring one-day interna-
tional. striking the winning
runs with only four balls of
their innings re

Peter Kirsten a Hasile
Cronje shared a 99-run third
wicket partnership to lay the
foundations of South Africa’'s
victory after they had dis-
missed Zimbabwe for 170 in
49.3 of their allotted 50 overs.

Kirsten top scored with 64,
and Cronje hit 47.

Zimbabwe captain David
Houghton said South Africa
had come close to throwing

the game away. "They went too

us in by the back door.”

"We just paced it very well,”
said South African captain
Kepler Wessels after his side
reached 171 for four in 49.2
overs. "Obviously as we play
more matches we im-
prove. We're a bit rusty at the
moment. For us it was a good
practice.”

Zimbabwe, put in to bat,
struggled at times t tight
South African fielding and
their two fast bowlers, Allan
Donald, Tertius Bosch. who
reduced the home side to 83
for five at one stage.

Donald took three for 2
and Bosch two for 44. :

Zimbabwe's burly pace
bowler Edoo Brandes had
South Africa s in turmn,

taking the first two wickets to
leave them at 30 for two before
Kirsten and Cronje came to-
gether,

The teams [ly to Australia
on Thursday for the World Cup

slow. too long and nearly let  which begins on February 22.
Ajax struggle to wi
Sports Reporter
Former cham- penalty stroke (1-0).
"f/’ pions Ajax Sports Ehtesham equalised for
Club rec-orded Bangladesh Sporting in the
‘ their fifth win in  38th minute with a field goal.
the Green Delta Ehtesham also reccived a

First Div-isfon
hockey le-ague edging past a
stubborn Wari Club by a solitary
goal yesterday at the Hockey
Stadtum.

Omar Faruk scored the
only goal of the game in the
50th minute. ;

Ajax forced three corners
and four I;:n-lty corners while
Warl could manage only soli-
tary penalty corner.

Syed Byazid Hyder of Ajax

and Willam and Mafuzul Huq
of Wart were shown the green
card,
The win takes Ajax’s points
tally to 11 from six games
while Warli have seven from an
identical number of matches.

Earlier In the afternoon,
new comers Bangladesh
Sporting Club earned their
first point in the league by
forcing a one-all draw with a
more Sonall Bank.

Sonali Bank, however, led
| -0 at the breather.

Ashraful Huq put the
bankers ahead in the very sec-
ond minute of play from a

green card warning while
Shimul of Bangladesh Sporting
and Kamrul of Sonali Bank in-
vited the more serious yellow

card cautions.
MA

F)DA TCHES
ictoria vs Ansars (1:45

Mariner Youngs Club vs
Dhaka Wanderers (3:15 pm).

Pioneer soccer

Sports Reporter
Mirpur Eleven edged past
Motifheel Pragoti Sangha 1-0
in Janata Bank Ploncer

seventh minute of the second
hall.

The other match at the
venue. between Sonali Krira
Chakra and Surjashikha
Sangsad, ended goalless,
Kalabagan Krira Chakra
recorded a 1-0 victory over
Kendrio Kishore Kafela at the

Tolazzal scored the decider
in the 24th minute of play.

]

" ets on this tour mainly

Bantanagar
| Club (2:15 pm)

Reeve not out o

Total : (For five wickels) 239
Fall of wickets : 1-83, 2-180,
3-169, 4-215, 5-235.

Bowling M
Morrison I 2
Calrms |
Patel 7
Suia 8
Jones 0

ut3133:
ocorc-8%

|
To bat : Botham. Russell,
DeFreitas, Tufnell.

New Zealand team : B
Hartland. J Wright, A Jones M
Crowe | ). K Rutherford,
R Latham, D Patel, C Cairns. |
Smith, M Su'a, D Morrison.

Kapil could be the key to Indian challenge

shown some ghimpses of their
ability on this tour. but consis-
tency has not been their virtue.
They are not going to struggle
all the time and i/ some more
planning goes into their ap-
proach to specific games they
will overcome this lean run”.
"But the running betwesen
wickets has to improve a great
deal. We cannot afford our top

order batsmen run out

so frequently.” he .
Another ex-Indian tain

Mansur Al Khan Pata of-

fered a contrasting view.

“The Indian batting s
struggling on Australian wick-
due 1o a
mental block and their ama-
teurish approach has not en-
abled them to establish control
of the proceedings even when
an opportunity arose.” he said.

“If the Indians them-
selves 10 the job in a profes-

sional manner, their pects
will improve dras . but at
present | do not rate them

very highly”.

"But after the victory in the
1983 World Cup. | believe any-
thing ts possible. Fortunes in
the one day game fluctuate

drastically.”
Pakistan hold

on for draw

BENDIGO, Australia, Feb 6;
Pakistan held on to force a
draw Thursday, third day of its
three-day cricket match
against Australian state team
Victoria. reports AP.

Set a second innings target
of 204 for victory, Pakistan was
149 for nine at the close after
suffering a second batting col-
lapse during the first match of
its Australian tour.

Victoria declared its second
innings closed at 180 for nine.
Wasim Akram took five for 47
from 19.5 overs, while night-
watchman Darren Berry top-
scored with 49, hitting five
boundaries from 85 deliveries.

Pakistan then struggled to
49 for four at tea and lost a fur-
ther five wickets in the final
sessfon.

The tourists lost Rameez
Raja. Inzamam-Ul-Haq, Shahid
Saced and [jaz Ahmed in the
space of the first 23 overs.

Zahid Fazal top-scored with
39, while Akram made 30.

Tony Dodemaide led the
Victorian bowlers with three
for 30.

Scores, Victoria 217-6 de-
clared and 180-9 declared
Pakistan 194-9 declared and
149-9 (Tony Dodemaide 3-30).

Cute handball

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Police and
Bangladesh Ansars shared
points in the Cute First
Division handball league after
an txnlﬂn&j&nﬂ draw yester-
day at Outer Stadium
handball court.

Thts was the first drawn af-
fair in the league and with this
result Police now have seven
points while Ansars have five
points from four outings each.

Ansars, led the first session
12-9.

Earlier in the afternoon,
Bangladesh Rifles posted their
fourth consecutive win by

beating Tarun Sangsad 45-9 in

a one- game.
The reigning champions led
19-5 at the breather.

Rifles now have eight points
from four ou while Tarun
are yet to open Account

TODAY'S MATCHES
SC vs Wanderers



