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Warm welcomc to
Yeltsin 1n Paris

VERSAILLES. France, Feb 6
President Francois Mitterrand

Naina are staying.
The French leader later

told journalists that he had
“allowed myselfl this aside™ to
put an end to references in the
media to Ycitsin's poor recep-
tion by French authorities last
year.

Yeltsin appeared relaxed
amid: the dazzling surround-

ings. of what was once the
home of France's "Sun "

Louts XIV, -and pe
speech with quotes ﬁ‘ﬂh

the final day of his three-day
visit here, as setting the
for a "historically new
relations between our
states.”

The pact will be the first of
its kind signed by Russia with
a Western Country since it
emerged from the colla
Soviet Union at the end of last

year.

Yeltsin thanked France for
its aid to Russia and said an
agreement in principle had
been reached granting to
Russia most of the French
credits that had gone to the
Soviet Union.

lHe said he France "under-
stood that stability in Euro
will depend largely on the
success of the deep economic
transformations undertaken in
Russia and the other stales of
the Commonwealth of Indepe-
ndent States.”

| BREEFRY

Fire kills 16 in China: s

were killed when fire swept through a restaurant in Cﬁr_':

southern G

province on lunar new year's day on

uandong
Tuesday. reports Reuter from Betjing.

Fiuemen in

Kong, found 14 charred bodies when they

Zhongshan, in the Pearl river delta near Hong

shifted through the

ruins of the restaurant after fighting the blaze for several

hours on Tuesday nigh

L. a provincial newspaper

reported.
Two people jumped to their deaths from the building
that housed the restaurant. according to the Yangcheng
evening news, seen in Befjing on Thursday.

Earthquake strikes Alaska: a.

carthquake measuring 5.3 on the Richter seale struck the

Aleutian

Islands on Wednesday, officials reported. There

were no immediate reports of damage or injuries from the

remote area. AP
The

reports from Alaska.
quake was centred in Nikolski, about 1,000 miles

(1.600 kms). southwest of Anchorage, said Alec Medbery, a
spokesman for the Alaska Tsunami Waming Centre in Palmer.

The Richter scale is a measure of ground motion as
recorded on seismographs. Every increase of one number
means a tenfold increase in magnitude. An earthquake of 5 on
the Richter scale can cause considerable damage.

Francis Birch dead: rrancis sirch. o o

designer of the atomic bomb whose later studies helped
scientists interpret seismic waves from distant earthquakes.
has died at age 88, reports AP from Cambridge.

Birch's wife, Barbara, said he died Friday in Cambridge of

Prostate Cancer.

From 1942 to 1945, Birch held a Navy commission while
working at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and in
Los Alamos. N M. where the atomic bomb was designed. He
reached the rank of commander.

Mrs. Birch said her husband helped load the little Boy
alomic bomb onto a B-29 bomber at Tinian Island before it

was dropped on Hiroshima in A

ugust 1945,

He became a Physics professor at Harvard and then
Sturgis-Hooper Professor of Geology.

2 Cubans sentenced to death:

Cubans accused of murdering three government

agents

during an attempt to flee the island were sentenced to death
by the Havana Popular Tribunal on Wednesday. the Méxican
news agency Notimex reperied, AP says from Mexico City.

Luis Miguel Almedia Perez and Rene Salmeron Mendoza
were sentenced to die by firing squad for their role as the
leaders of a group of nine people who attempted to steal a
boat and flee to the United States,

The group attempted to leave from Tarara, a children's
camp on the coast near Havana. on Jan. 9. when four govern-

ment agents surprised them. The group's arrest came
three Cuban exiles from Miami

just as
were being put on a highly

publicized trial for trying to enter the ountry to commit acts

of terrorism.

Slovenia's N-E

Slovenia's nuclear power p

ant shut down:
t at Krsko shut down Wednesday

because of a defect on one of its high pressure turbines. the
Belgrade - based Tanjug news agency reported , says AP from

Belgrade

It said that the malfunction which has not caused major
damage. was expected to be repmired within the next two

The 632 kilowatt station on the border with Croatia has

been In operation since
functioning incidents.

1981 and has often been hit by mal-

- US to continue arms
embargo on Myanmar

WASHINGTON, Feb 6
Better relations between the
United States and Myanmar
will depend on improvements

by the Myanmar government in

human rights, the US. Amba-
ssador-designate to Yangoon
said yesterday, reports Reuter.

Parker Borg said US rela-
tions with Myanmar have been
strained since 1988 because of
Myanmar's widely criticised
human rights record and a
lack of progress towards

Four Lankan
troops killed

COLOMBO, Feb 6 : Tamil
Tiger rebels ambushed an
night patrol, killing four
soldiers and wounding three
others, the military said Thurs-
day, reports AP.

Wednesday night's incident
was near the village of
Kokkeltya, 7 kilometers (4
miles) northeast of Vavuntya,
said Lt Col Chandrasiri at the
military headquarters in
Colombo. The region is about
226 kilometers (140 miles)
northeast of Colombo.

An army officer was amo
the dead. »

Troop reinforcements rus-
hed o the area and inflicted
heavy casualties on the flecing
rebels, Chandrasiri said.

democracy.

"I look forward to playing a
role in improving relations.
Any improvement. however,
depends fundamentally on fu-
ture actions by the government
of Myanmar,” Borg told the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee at his confirmation

"1 don’t expect you will re-
cejve a particularly warm wel-
come in Myanmar® Cranston
told Borg.

Borg said the United States
had no plans to resume fts
anti-narcotics assistance to
Myanmar and would continue
its arms embargo. He said
China was still selling arms to
Burma.

Borg said the United States
would keep fits military al-
taches in Myanmar.

Asia Walch, a human rights
group, urged the United States
lo step up economic and
diplomatic pressure on
Myanmar including increased
cconomic sanctions. and to
discourage US companies from

business there.

United States should
place an urgent priority on de-
veloping broad international
support for economic sanc-
tions against Myanmar encom-
passing both aid and trade and
investment,” Mike Jendrzej-
czyk of Asia Watch testified.

i

BELORADE, Feb 6 :
European Community mediator
Lord Carrington started a new
mission to but
General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali said ob-
stacles were blocking de-
ployment of gﬂ-hupln'

troops. reports ter.
Carrington held talks with
Yukoslav and Serbian
leaders on Wednesday to try o
revive an EC Peace Conference
on Yugoslavia and secure
agreement on a United Nations

peace plan, brokered by spe-

cial envoy Cyrus Vance.
“I'm coming here....with
some me from Vance

and more particularly, of
wu:ﬂ: sce -hutl'u:rkl can

conference
El'nnf mr:: whether or
not we can get a move on.” he

told mrnl:rl after flying into

He began his threc-da
mission holding talks wi
Oeneral Blagoje Adzic, the
acting Yugoslav Defence
Minister, was due to meet
Serbtan President Slobodan
Milosevic. No details were
avaikabie

Today. he goes to the re-
public of Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Montengro. He meets
Croatian leaders on Friday.

in Croatia between
Croatian militia and Serb ir-
regular forces backed by the
Yugoslav army has eased under
a month old ceasefire.

But Carrington, a former
British Foreign Secretary.
aces a tough task.

Serbia. which wants to pre-
serve Y lavia, has accused
the EC of stoking the country’s
crisis by recognising Croatia as
an independent state and

International

mistrusts EC mediation at the
Peace Conference, which
broke down last November.

Hopes of deploying 10,000
keeping are also
In New York, Boutros-

Ghall ruled out their immedi-

eaven vt
Croatia and

of its -controlled engclave,

“It is clear that the circum-
stances.....do not me Lo
recommend the t of
a Untted Nations peace-keep-
ing force at this time."
Boutros-Ghali said in a writien
report to the Security Council

Croatian leaders oppose
that would appear to

allow Serbs to police arcas
they have wseized in Croatia.
They want 1o regain that land—
equal to one-third of Croatian

lerritory.

(hali rules out deployment of
UN forces in Yugoslavia

Krajina President Milan
Babic s the UN wou bd
put serges in danger be-
cause they

and the Yugoslav army would -
have withdraw from his region.

"Positions currently
adopted by the government of
Croatia and by the local leaders
in what would be the Krajina
United Nations protected area
would, i maintained. consti-
tute major obstacles.” Boutros-

Ghali sadd

Diplomats the EC Peace
Conference i1s i o resume
only i the UN Peace Plan s

approved. They say that f
agreement on the UN

Proposals is not reached soon,
the fragile ceasefire could col-
lapse.

More than 6,000 peopie
have been killed so far in the
sevenn months of fighting

) Queen Elizabeth pledges not to step down

LONDON, Feb 6: Queen
Elizabeth 1l on Thursday
marked the 40th anniversary
of her accession, using the oc-
casion to repeat her pledge
never to step down, reports
AP.
It 1s a job for life,” the 65-
year-old queen says at one
slage in a television documen-
tary to be shown by the British
Broadcasting Corporation
Thursday night.

The text of the 110-minute
programme was released in
advance by the BBC. To make

WIMM
the queen for a year

.as she went about her day-to-

day life, work and leisure.

The show includes scenes
of her addressing a joint ses-

sion of US C last May
16 during a 10 visit to the
United States.

Then-Princess Elizabeth
was acceded to the throne
immediately on the death of
her father King OGeorge VI
from lung cancer on February
6. 1952,

She cut short a visit in
Kenya with her husband Prince
Philip and returmed to London
to be formally crowned in
Westminster Abbey on June 2,
19563,

DBritain and the queen ob
served the 40th anntversary of
her accession without! any

special celebrations. She spent

today.

FORTY YEARS OF REIGN: Queen Elizabeth (L) in 1952 and

Thursday quietly al
Sandringham. her country es
taie 96 miles (150 kilometers)
North of central London.

A lavish anniversary pageant
lor the queen is planned in
London in October.

'he Queen. an expert on
horses and horse

rTacing.

speaks during the BBC docu-
mentary about her role as
monarch and her strong feel-
ings for tradition.

However. she admits: ‘1 do
rather begrudge some of the
hours that | have 1o do instead
of being outdoors.’

"Most people have a job for
life and then they go home. In
this existence, the job and the
Itfe together, You can't re-
ally divide #t up”.

The abdication of her uncle
King Edward VIl \in 1936 w0
marry American divorcee
Wallis Simpson brought criu-
cism on the , and the
Queen has indicated several
times in the past that she will
never abdicate,

Her resolve puts her oldest
son. 43-year-old Prince
Charles, in a position similar to
that of Queen Victoria's son
Edward, Queen Elzabeth II's
great-grandfather. He had to
wail until he was 59 before ac-
ceding to the throne as King
Edward Vil on the death of his
81 year-old mother in 190].

i—lehnatyar rejects UN plan

PESHAWAR, Pakistan. Feb 6
: A hardline Afghan rebel
leader rejected on Wednesday
a UN plan for an assembly
encompassing all sides in
Alghanistan's 13-year conflict
to negotiate pedce measures,
reports Reuter. -

Gulbuddin Hekmatyar of the
Hezb-i-Islami told UN envoy
Benon Sevan that the plan was
a waste of time and would not
yleld any results, according to
a guerilla news service.

UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali wants all
sides to agree on 150 people
representing the guerillas, the
Kabul government and neutral
Afghans to negotiate the for-
mation of an interim govern-
ment to halt the war and hold
elections. '

Hekmatyar's party and
other hardline groups refusing
to sit with President Najibullah

and former King Zahir Shah
describe the plan as an inter-
national conspiracy to deny

them power.
"This assembly seems im-

racticable because three dif-

rent partics are invited to it
whereas none is to sit at
a table with Najibullah or Zahir
Shah”, Hekmatyar told Sevan
in their meeting in the north-
western Pakistani town of
Peshawar.

“Inviting three opposite
sides to the proposed assembly
was nothing more wasting
time as it could not bring any
results.” he was ted as say-
lvrilg by the gu:r‘l:ﬁfncw: ser-

ce.

Hekmatyar demanded that
instead of the proposed as-
sembly, Najibullah's govern-
ment be replaced by an in-
terim administration that
should have no 'controversial

elements.” This should be fol-
lowed by a ceasefire and elec-
tons.

Another hardline guerilia
party leader. Aburrab Rasul
Sayyal. has said he will not see
Sevan, who acts as Boutros
Ghali's special representative
on

The radical groups reacted
angrily when Pakistan, home
to the main guerilla groups and
more than three million
Afghan refugees, announced
support for the UN plan.

Turkey fears
new avalanche

GORMEC, Turkey. Feb 6:
The Turkish authorities evac-
uated 500 people from two
villages in the southeast of the
csuntry yeslerday for fear of

new avalanches. reports
Reuter.

| 'Shoot on sight'

ordered in

Georgia

LONDON, Feb 6: The head
of Qeorgia's ruling military
council has warmed supporters
ol ousted President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia against demon-
strating in the capital, and one
report quoted him as saying
troublemakers would be shot
on reports AFP.

mn loscliani said rallies
and demonstrations in Thilisi
would no longer be permitted,
Russian television said
Wednesday, in a report moni-
tored by the BBC.

Gamsakhurdia supporters
should express their opinions
without viclating the current
special regime, he was quoted
as Mcanwhile, Moscow
Radio, monitored by the
BBC. said rallies in support el
Gamsakhurdia had continued
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Soha Tawil (now 28) during her graduation ceremony
at Ramallah, West Bank. Soha (a

convert to

Islam) recently married PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat

(aged 63).

—AFP photo

Mobutu to remain as
president, says US

WASHINGTON, Feb 6: The
United States on Wednesday
stuck by fts position that
Mobutu Sese Seko remain
temporarily as President of
Zaire, saying a transition to
democracy in the crisis-torn

{ African country cannot pro-

ceed without him, reports

1 Reuter,

But testifying before a US
scnate subcommittee,
Assistant Secretary of State
Herman Cohen expressed op-
timism that a new joint effort
by the United States. France

| and Belgium could break the

political logjam in Zaire when
the three governments pre-
sent compromise proposals

next week.
Washington blames Mobuto

for the crisis in Zaire and has

said he must "effectively given -

up power to someone else,
preferably from the opposition,
so that a transition to a free
and fair election can take
place” Cohen said .

But, he said that "we're not
asking him to leave. We feel he

should remain as president so
he can control the military

force until there is an election .

at which point the people will
decide.”
“If Mobutu with his control

cluding people who cnpg;: in
covert operations. If he does

not :ullzorl a transition pro-
cess, n it cannot succeed”
he added.

Zaire's economy has been.in
ruins since -led riots last

ycar devastated the capital,

Kinshasa, and provincial cities.

Democratic senator Paul
Simon and Republican senator
Nancy Kasscbaum said they
feared the US position .
Mobuto the ability to claim
continued backing from the
United States, a long-time ally,
and strongly urged that he be
forced into exile. | think that's
an option that has to be con-
sidered at some point i what
we're trying to do does not
work” Cohen said.

Cohen said the situation
continues to worsen.

Destruction of former Soviet warhe

WASHINGTON, Feb 6: All
battlefield nuclear weapons in
former Soviet republics are to
be moved to Russia by July 1,
but warhead destruction may
nct be completed by the end of
the century withouwt US help,
A US dial:nut said yesterday,
reports Reuter.

Undersecretary of State
Reginald Barcholomew told
the Senate armed services
committee he expected to
complete proposals for the US
help in a matter of days.

Barcholomew said whole
categories of battlefield nu-

clear weapons, the ones most
in danger of being stolen or di-
verted to Third World coun-
tries, have already been moved
to Russia. :
He and Secretary of State
James Baker sald at separate
hearings that all remaining
tactical, or battlefield, nuclear
weapons are to be moved to
Russian control by July 1.
Barcholomew said the three
republics outside Russia that
have Jong -range nuclear
weapons want to eliminate or
withdraw them — the Ukraine
by 1994, Kazakhstan in seven

years and Belarus under a
timetable yet to be worked out

But he said Russian officials
say they will have problems
completing planned destruc-
tion of 18,000 of the total of
about 30,000 long-range and
battlefield nuclear warheads by
an end of the century target
without US help.

. The Russian officials say the
holdup is lack of enough spe-
cial storage space for the plu-
tonfum and enriched uranium
from the warheads that are to

be destroyed.

US proposals being consid-
ered include ways to store the
plutonium and turn the en-
riched uranium into fuel for
nuclear power plants,
Barcholomew said

He said US officials are also
considering proposals to sup-
ply special rail cars and con-
tainers for transporting nu-
clear wea and coverings
called keviar blankets that pro-
tect weapons from gunfire
while being trans .

Senate armed services
committee chalrman Sam
Nunn, a Georgla democrat,
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Protestants kill five
Catholics in Belfast

L

BELFAST, Feb 6: Protestant
gunmen killed five Catholics
and wounded nine others in a
Belfast betting shop. Ph:ﬁ
Northern Ireland Into re
despair over an apparently end-
less cycle of "tit-for-tat™ secta-
ran . Reuter.
Survivors of Wednesday's
killings said the scene resem-
bled a butcher's shop after two
gunmtn of the outlawed Ulster

reedom Pighters (UFF) spra-
yed customers with machine-
gun fire. The UFF admitied
responsibility in a media
statement.

Twenty -six
died in the first

I.'HE W
weeks of

in the runup to the

the year.
put on

nage in a Belfast Catholic

Off the Record

MOSCOW: Demonstrators who want to march on Red

Square or anywhere cise in Moscow will have to
ernment for the cost of police protection and
spokesman said Wednesday.

tions. a city

the gov-
disrup-
repots AP

Vasily Arkhipov. a member of the mayor's bp.l depart-
ment. dended Russian news agency reports Tuesday that said
city authorities had banned all but government-sponsored

demonstrations.

The government merely wants to be reimbursed for the

costs of crowd control and traffic su
strations. Arkhipov said. And he

during demon-
that rally organisers

must first get the mayor's permission.

‘Moscow can't afford more expenses simply

because this

or that group burns to speak out.,” Viee Mayor Yur! Luzhkov

wai]

ﬁwdtchhnm:hﬂpdcmmlhmpmw

by plans by several groups, both
stage rallies over the weekend.

-and anti
wee ke nad

mment, to

will be the last allowed for free, Arkhipov said.
The city agreed o allow demonstrators who favour Russia’s
move toward a market economy (o gather on Manexh Square

near the Kremlin on Saturday. and a grou
hrnuc-nnnﬂltlhtm:—hnp-rlmttu

to the re-
on Sunday.

Most memonrable kiss

CHICAGO: Americans think the most memordble kiss in
fim hhl.nzlll the one Rhett Buller planted on scarlet O'Hare

in "Gone
Wednesday. reports Reuter

th The Wind." according to a gallup poll released

Coming in second was the Burt Lancaster-Deborah Kerr
smootch-in-the-surfl in "From Here fo Eternity." followed by

the Ingrid
“Casablanca *

Bergman-Humphrey Bogart embrace in

The survey invoilved 1.012 adults and was commissioned
by a lip gloss manufacturer. Only eight per cent of those sur-

veyed said they keep their eyes open when they kiss.
Prince and NPG top
the top chart

NEW YORK: "Diamonds and Pearls” by Prince and NPG rose

two steps
United States on Wed

to the top of the top singles record chart in the
. repots AP.

The song displaced "Don’t Let the Sun Go Down On Me" by
George Mighael/ Elton John, which fell o second place In

the Cash Box chart.

"Mysterious Ways" by U2 stepped into the third slot rising
from fifth place. while "I Love Your Smile” by Chanice rose
from eighth place to fourth place.

Three newcomers are in the Top
by Bonnie Raitt moved from 13th place
eighth place, "To Be With You" by

Make You Love Me”

10 this week. "1 Can't
Mr. Big soared from 17th

place to 9th place. and "There will Never Be Another
Tonight” by Bryan Adams rose from 15th to 10th place.
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Cattle blood in human aid
*  WASHINGTON: A US company has been given a patent to
develop a substitute for human haemogiobin from cattle

blood. reports Reuter.

Boston-based Biopure said it planned to apply for permis-

sion to test the product on
The

people this year.
reformulated its ultrapure haemoglobin after
tests on humans last year produced what they

termed adverse

medical events and has been re-testing it on animals.
MMuﬂtnbeulhdhumwmumﬁeﬁnmm

It is really

not fair to say it is a blood replacement, Biop-

ure chairman Rausch said. The ultraspur haemoglobin does

not contain human blood cells.
But he said it would be useful after lar

and su

-scale accidents

rgery. reducing the need for transfusions of human

blood products. It could also reduce the risk of discases like

AIDS.
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ads to take time

said he hoped the final US
proposals will be carried out
quickly by U8 and Russian
technical experts, not get
bogged down in long talks by
arms control negotiators.
Senator John Warner, a
Virginia republican. asked why
the plutonium, enriched ura-
nium and weapons cannot be
stored In military storage

complexes Russia already has.

Barcholomew and another
d‘iﬂWIl said Russian ofMicials
told them that was impractical
but would not elaborate.

Pope John Paul Il caresses the H‘:lﬂthll" l!"lrﬂl
during a private audience at the Vatican.

..........

'

—AFP photo

Three killed in
Madrid blast

MADRID, Feb 6: Three peo-
ple were killed and seven in-
jured when a bomb blew up a
military vehicle in the historie
centre of downtown Madrid
Eﬂl‘ldlr. police said, reports

A mu police offictal
told Spanish National Radio
(RNE) that a car driven mil-
itary personnel exp
around 8:30 am (0730 GMT)
near the main military head-
quarters in the Spanish capital.

Many of the victims were
military officers who died In
car bomb attacks. :



