secretariat placed

. Chief Whip Khondoker
Delwar Hossain yesterday
placed the report of the stand-
ing committee on special
privilege for formulating a bill
relating to establishment of
Jatiya Sangsad secretariat,
reports BSS.

The commitiee was recon-

the Opposition,
Sheikh Hasina, Deputy Leader
of the House Dr. ruzodza
Chowdhury, Chief Whip
Khondoker Delwar Hossain,
State Minister for Law
Mohammad Aminur Huq. par-
llament members— Tofael
Ahmed. Shahjahan Siraj,
Motiur Rahman Nizami and
Abu Yousuf Mohammad Kalilur
Ihhm-numnhen

per the draft bill, the’
will have a sec-

Jllyu !-nﬂd
retariat which will be a sell-

contained inatitution having
the status of a ministry of the
government and would remain
outside the administrative

m:- of any ministry and
n.

The secretariat will be en-
trusted with the responsibili-
tes of all secretariat activities
of the Sangsad and other activ-
ities vested in it as per the
Rules of Procedures of the

3]: administrative mpun

sibility of the
tariat will be

The Secretariat
will include among others one
principal secretary, one addi-
tional sec . one joint sec-
retary and other allted officers
and stall

vested !n l.he
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analysed the current economic
situatomn
Referring to foreign assis-
tance disbursement, the re-
port said this could be held up
i the t is unable to
resist pressure from many in-
terest
It also held rmment’s
"bureaucratic inertia and of ten
cumbersome decision making
" as factors impending
aid disbursement
Delving ‘deep into the
country's economic backward-
ness in the last 20 years, the
report labelled the present
tariff system “high by world
standard "
The United States
Commerce Department pro-

~Jected an approximate budget

deficit of 8 per cent for th: Y

current fiscal.

It. however, termed the ex-
port growth as "an impressive
achievement” by taking
strike. Gulf War and April
Cyclone factors into account.

While the report predicted
1S to 20 per cent annual
growth in exports this year, it
jorecast a cautious 4 to 5 per
cenl growth in the industrial
seclor

The repert, considered au-
thoritative and dependable
world-wide. however, foresaw
that the new industrial policy
would take some time to have
the effect of stimulating pri-
vate sector activity and foreign
investment.

Despite some signs of im

the figure of 1990.

1990's

- Economy

provement, the investment
chmnlt in Bangladesh contin-
ues to remain uneertain, it
noted, saying foreign In-
vestors continue to face bu-
reaucratic impediments and
regulatory attitude of the Board
of Investment.

The report lauded the gov-
ernment’'s adherence to the
terms of the structural adjust-
ment loans last year and also
appreciated the introduction
of VAT system which. it said.
would tmprove tax buoyancy.

It listed loan default as a
reason of failures of banks to
function efliciently and ob-
served the unofficial ‘hundi
operations' offer efficient ser-
vices than banks.

The report estimates that
the country’s debt rose about 8
per cent in 1991 to
debt,
as on June 1991, stood at
11.09 billion US dollar.

Of the total debt, the coun-
try now owes about 1.23 billion
dollar to the United States as
an n incurred through

* the PL-480 title 1 food dis-

bursement.
According to statistics,

America now runs a trade
deficit with Bangladesh of
about 300 million US dollar
which was 350 million dollar

in 1990.

rt also mentioned
the poulﬂollty of US invest-
ment in telecommunication
sector of the country. The cur-

rent US |{nvestment in
Blngl.adcsh totals 40 million

Countdown to Shaheed Day
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dents of Dhaka University in-
sulted the father of the nation?
(by striking on Feb 4)", the
Dawn asked rhetorically, “This
influence, which is truly the
influence of the enemies of
Pakistan. out to be destroyed,
if Pakistan is 10 survive as an
independent state”.

Dawn then issued a
warning : "The time has now
come to speak bluntly to those
who wish to destroy the foun-
dation of our state. Those who

directly or indirectly cham-

pion the cause of provincial-
ism, ought to be identified as
encmies of the state and
should not be tolerated in any

It was clear that the de-
mands of the Bengalee people,
instead of being greeted with
sympathy in the West, were
meeting unmitigated hostility.
Just demands were being
branded as works of “encmies”
and an outright colonial men-
tality was revealing itsell with
all its hé¢mous manifestations. *

As elsewhere in the world,

he colonialists of West

UP elections
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Polls were disrupted by
rampage of unruly supporters
of rival candidates who tried to
attack the centres to snatch
ballot boxes and to cast fake
voles.

A police sub-inspector,
Mahfuzur Rahman, was
as some unruly people clashed
with policemen at Bashantapur
centre of Udaipur unfon in

district.

Polling will be held in the
remaining 329 uniops of 31
upazilas in 28 districts today

the last day of a ng 16-
day voting which on
January 22. the Election
Comumissipn sajd. ~

So far, elections have beerr
held in 3,565 unions. and the
authorities postponed polls in
a total 202 centres of 148

Pakistan had their obedient
servants and lackeys in East
Bengal too. And none per-
formed its assigned duty better
or with greater devotion than
the daily "Morning News”
(leaving aside the local Muslim
League government, police,
army etc who were their di-
rect agents anyway).

The Morning News played
an anti-Bengalee role from the
very outset: soon after it had
transferred itself from Calcutta
to Dhaka in 1947.

According to "Ekusheyer
Dalil® by M R Akhter Mukul,
the paper conducted a cam-
paign of hater against the
Bengalee language, culture,
custom and folklore by brand-
ing them all "Hindu-Istic".

“One of the Morning News's
main roles was to venomously
attack’ Rabindranath Tagore
and Kazi Nazrul Islam. This
paper was behind the move to
expel a number of prominent
and respected tl:icht:l'l from
the Dhaka University. In short,
this paper was anti-
from top to bottom”, MR
Akhter Mukul wrote.

(More about the role played
by newspapers in tomorrow’s
Countdown).
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Sonali Bank employees staging mass-hunger strike in front of the bank head office in the city

— Star photo

Subsidies for government
hospitals during the past three
years till 1990-9]1 amounted to
Taka 642,07,59,000.-

Answering a question the
State Minister for Health and

. Family Welfare Sirajul Haque

told the Jatiya Sangsad

riilament) Wednesday that

mment allocation for

the pitals during the cur-

rent fiscal year 1991-92 had

been estimated at Taka
244.43.60,000.

The revenue ecarning of the
government from the hospitals
was Taka 2,39,63,000 while
the e:pendlturc was Taka
194.86,52,000 in 1988-89,
revenue earning increased to
Taka 3,39.26.000 and expen-
diture to Taka 226.68,86 000
in 1989-90 and revenue earn-
ing stood at Taka 3,55,29,000

while the expenditure rose to
Taka 229,86,39.000 in 1990-
91, the State Minister in-
formed the House.

In reply to a supplementary
query. Haque said the in-
creased allocation had been
aimed at providing betier ser-
vices and increasing the num-
ber of beds in the hospitals.
However, the number of paying
beds was not raised, he added.

The government has no
plan to take steps for enhanc-
ing the revenue earning from
the hospitals due to the peo-
ple's economic ability, he told
the House. .

In reply to another ques-
tion, he said that 141 patients
were admitted daily into the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital on an average. The
number of patients anytime at
the hospital vartes from 1100
to 1300, he said.

Accurdlng to the Health

. Netherlands,

By Staff Correspondent

Minister the rmmen! has
plans to set up medical col

leges at Dinajpur, Bogra.
Hhuhu. Faridpur and Comilla.
government has ap-
ruud projects to convert
L'.nllh s of 49 upazi-
las into 3[ bed hospitals, the
minister said. At present, 349
upazilas have a 31-bed hospital
cach, the minister informed.
In response to a question.
the Health Minister told the
House that the government
gives 0.29 per cent of the total
expenditure (Tk
36.96,00,000) of the ICDDR, B
in the year 1991, The rest of
the budget was provided by the
government of Australia,
Belgium Canada, Denmark,
France, Japan, the
Norway, Saudi
Arabla, Sweden. Switzerland,
the United Kingdom., United
States and the UNDP. UNICEF.
World Health Organisation and
other international donor

agencics. Bangladesh has no

- azila

Tk 642 cr subsidies to
hospitals in 3 years

control over the management
of the hospital. he said adding
the country has three mom
bers in the Trustee Board ol
the ICDDR, B.

Responding to another
query. the minister informed
the Jatiya Sangsad that the
target of the government's
EPI in the fiscal year 1991-92
was 10 bring 85 per cent of the
below-one-year children under
the programme.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment has signed a contract
with the OPEC to establish
eight health complexes at a
cost of Taka 41 crore. The
health complexes would be
founded tn Companyganj up-
of Sylhet district,
Brahmanbaria of Comilla,
Langalcot of Comilla, Shahrasu
of Chandpur, Daganbhuiya of
Feni, Ali Kadam of Bandarban.
Khanchi of Bandarban and

Rajalsthal of Rangamati, the
Health Minister said while re

sponding to a questioner.

Indemnity body
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bill by some more weeks. The
BNP. the minister further said,
had no problem In accommo-
dating the request of the
biggest opposition In
Parliament. According to a
prior understanding the
comrhittee was supposed to

lace its recommendations be-

re the House today.

Sources close to the Awami
League leadership say the
party's stance at yesterday's
meeting was prompted by the
attitude shown by opposition
leaders who had a mecting

with Shetkh Hasina in the pre-
vious afternoon (Tuesday).
Commenting on the out-
come of the committee meet-
ing. Suranjit Sen Gupta told
The Daily Star “the dynamic
forces within BNP who want to
consolidate democracy have
prevailed in influencing the
decision of the meeting.”

Sen Gupta further said, "We
also told the Awami League
that we should try to behave as
a constructive opposition
rather than take any issue to
the street.”

o — o m——

Karmachari Oikya Parishad
(SKOP). Trade Union Centre,

Jattyatabadi Sramik
Dal. Jattya Sramik League,
Bangladesh Sramik League,
Jatiya Sramik Jote, Jatiya
Sramik Federation. Trade
Union Sangha. Samajtantrik
Sramik Front. Samajtantrik
Sramik Federation. Gonota-
nirik Sramik Federation.
Bangladesh Trade Union
Sangha. and other sramik

with the officers and

an%.kzuiuft}th-nh.
leaders of the organisa-

tions. add the officers
and employees at four head of-
fices in Dhaka. Separately
called upon the ment to
implement the demands im-
mediately.

After the end of the

d.)'i programmes, the s

of the co-ordination councils of

officers and employees of the

banks Meparately decided to |

demonstrate for an hour each

on February B and 9 in the
m:mlnq,.

Thaiamychief
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form a coalition ni.
Samakkhitham Party. kno-
wn o he backing Suchinda as
the next prime minister, has
already announced a plan w0
form a loose alllance with the
Chat Thai. Social Action and
Prachakorn Thai partics.
Samakkhitam has made 1t

clear it not settle for op-
| position status in the new par-
' Illnlﬂll.

assessment shows Lhat
nd.-fommﬂ parties are di-

into two camps. One is
the Samakkhitam-led alllance
which has taken a pro-military
stand saying it will not oppose
if the next prime minister
comes from outside the par-
liament. The other camp com-
prising the Democrat. Palang
Dharma. New Aspiration and
Solidarity parties. is known 1w
favour a prime minister who
will be a member of the Lower
House of parliament.

The Thai military became
involved in politics since 1932
when an uprising by young
army officers led 10 the re-
placement of absolute monar-
chy by a constitutional one.

Since then the country wit-
nessed numerous. mostly
bloodless. coups and the weak
ctvilan administrations were
the victim of frequent army

 takeover.

After the coup in February
last year, a caretaker govern-
ment with Anand
Panyarcachun as prime minis-
ter was installed and a military
dominated National Legislative

Assembly was constituted.

A new constitution drafted
last year, empowered the nom-
inated Senate to approve an-
nual budget. select a Prime

Minister and provide other
rights.
The draft constitution

sparked ofl angry protest by

the pro-democracy forces in
Bangkok in November last
year and over 100,000 people
demonstrated compelling the
military to curtail proposed
power of the Senate to some
extent.

The military still maintains
its control over politics keep-
ing close links with most of
the major parties. Different
branches in the armed forces
are backing different parties
which is now a known fact.

However, the secured fabric
of direct or indirect military
rule is being threatened by the
winds of demécracy sweeping
the world. And the mood of
the Thai people is also under-
going changes, which were
visible last November.

|

|
o jons expressed their §
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when two

betting shop today and s priyedilﬂh el

fire. po-

lice said. “This is murder madness ~ Hurﬂzrnlrthlﬂpohm
chief Sir Hugh Annesley said after visiting the scene of car-
nage in a Catholic neighbourhood. reports Reuter.

Summit of wives of 6
heads of state

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 5 : A sammit meeting of the

i

uflﬂdidltﬂrmmmﬂﬂ:hmmh

discuss cconomic advancement of rural women has
slated for February 26 and 26 in Geneva, Bernama
. Dr. Siti Hasmah All, wife of the Prime
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad. s among the six

from

agency has
Minister of

who have initlated the move. The other five are
Colombia, Egypt Nigeria, Turkey and Senegal. reports PTI.

Two killed, 14 hurt
in road mishaps

Wed

A 12- ]"EII old pedestrian,

Shafiqul Islam., was crushed
under a aspeedy truck in
Khilkhet area tn the city at
about 10.45 am.

Cantonment police said, the

| boy was killed when he was

croassing the road, but police
could not trace the truck as it
went away at full throttle.

The was sent to the
morgue of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, police said.

Our Gazipur Correspondent
reports: At least one pérson
was killed and 14 others were
injured when two passenger
buses collided on Dhaka-
Mymensingh Highway near
Tongl Bazar Wednesday afier-
Noonn.

Of the two busses, one was
coming to Gazipur from Dhaka
while the other was going to

197 drug
companies

By Staff Correspondent

One hundred and ninety-
scven pharmaccutical compa-
nies, including 1] multina
tional ones are in operation in
the country.

This was stated by the

Health and Family Wellare
Minister Choudhury Kamal
Ibne Yousufl in the Jatiya

Sangsad
Wednesday .

- Accused in Mizan

= — —

murder arrested

By DU Correspondent

Abdul Baten Khan alias
Shamim, an accused in the
student leader Mizanur
Rahman Mizan murder case
was arrested by the Detective
Branch of the DMP Wednesday.

Shamim was arrested at
11.30 am from the PWD office
at Abdul Gani Road in the capi-
tal. Mizanur Rahman Mizan, a
Chhatra League activist of the
Fazlul Huq Hall in the Dhaka
University. died after being
shot in a gunbattle between
two rival groups on October 27

last year.

PM
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had given emphasis on indige-
nous technology in its devel-
opment efforts for achieving
sell-reliance in all respects.

"We want to ensure maxi-
mum utilisation of our own
technology and talents.” she
sald adding development of
the country will not be possi-
ble without development of
science and technology.

The Prime Minister an-
nounced that Tk 5 crore would
be provided for dcvelopment

nfﬂmnudemy

(parltament)

ISLAMABAD, Feb 5 : Fund-
amentalists staged nationwide
demonstrations Wednesday in
a show of support for Muslim

Strike in Pakistan to support Kashmir upr151ng

;‘%‘5 li rv?i_!:-‘ S il

militants demanding inde-
pendence for Indian-held
Kashmir, reports AP.

. Hundreds of Islami funda-
mentalists burned effigies of
Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao and set fire to
the Indian flag at a rally in
Rawalpindi, about six miles (10
kilometers) from Islamabad.
Police blocked the entrance
to Islamabad to s demon-
strators from marching into
the capital. where rallies are
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in Karachi, a southern port
city, scores of demonstrators
marched on the heavily foru-
fied Indian Consulate, which

‘'was surrounded by riot police.

Police saild protesters dis-.
persed quietly after burning
effigies and shouting anti-
Indian slogans.

In the eastern city of Lahore
and the border city of
Peshawar, roads were de-
serted, businesses shuttered
and sporadic demonstrations
held to denounce India. |

India warned Pakistan
Wednesday against allowing
Muslim militants to march
across the border into Jammu-
Kashmir next week and said it
would take steps to block
them.

Foreign Secretary JN Dixit
summoned Pakistani
Ambassador Abdus Sattar to
‘the Foreign Office in Delhi and
said India will take "firm mea-
sures o uphold the territorial
integrity of the nation and in-
violability of its borders,” said
Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Aftab Seth.

Dixit said Pakistan Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharil's call for
a nationwide strike Wednesday
in support of the people of
Kashmir fighting for secession
amounted to Interfering in
India’s affairs, Seth said.

AFP says, thousands of
moslem men chanting
“freedom, freedom”
march in Srinagar
general strike called by
Muslim separatists in support
of their campaign crippled the

An estimated 12.000 mus-
lims marched for about a kilo-
meter [(half mile] from
Chattabal area to a hospital
where armed Indian security
personnel dispersed them
:131 baton charges, wilnesscs

The marchers raised slo-
gans supporting Kashmir's in-
dependence campaign and
hailing Pakistan, which ob-
served a simultaneous shut-
down today in a gesture of sol-
idarity with the separatist
struggle in the Indian state.
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Kashmiri women staging rally in Karachi during a general strike to press lndla to free

Kashmir,

—AFP photo

By Staff Correspondent
At least two persons were Dhaka from Tangadl
| killed and another 14 injured Bumping into the
in two separate road accidents bound bus cha_28). the
in Dhaka and Tongi Dhaka -bound bus rammed the

Baten Shoe Store at To
Bazar at about | pm,
sadd.

The victim. Mainuddin, was
a bus helper and died on the
way to Dhaka Medical College

The other injured persons
were admitted to Tongl Sadar

Hospital —
Hasib
From Page | Col 4

the public interest he would
not disclose all the reasons
why Justice Hasib's job was not
confirmed. He, however. said
that Justice Hasib had been In-

volved In the nt of
mnwmﬁm-mp-

tlon case it had been
filed with Moui) police
against former President

Ershad and others. The case
was under trial. he informed
the House,

in this connection, he said
that Justice Hasib had been
defeated in parllamentary
in May, 1986 on a Jatlya
ticket from Sylhet-6 against
Mokbul Hossain. He was an ac-
tive member of the Jatiya
Party, he said.

Justice Hasib was appointed
legal adviser of Ba esh
Biman March 1. 1987 by re-
placing the then adviser
Barrister Akhter Imam. he
said. The Minister said that
Justice Hasib served as legal’
adviser of Biman till Jlnunrri
27, 1990.

He said Hasib had 1aken, in
addition to a monthly retainer
lee at the rate of Taka 1,000,
a total of Taka four lakh and
eleven thousand as fees on
different counts. He was legal
adviser of Biman during nego-
tiation of Biman's procurement
of the ATP aircraft, he said.

The Law and Parllamentary
Aflairs Minister said that
Justice Hasib had travelled
abroad ten times during his
tenure as legal adviser in cgn-
nection with procurement of
DC-10 and ATP aircraft. He
was also an active member of
the committee for the pur-
chase of ATP aircraft, he said.
He had given clear opinion in
the procurement of ATP air-
craft, he said.

The minister said Biman
had spent Taka 1.75 lakh in
foreign exchange on Justice
Hasib for his trip to London for
procurement of the ATP. He
said Justice Hasib had also
submitted a big bill of Taka
1.27 crore of which Biman had
reportedly agreed to pay him
Taka two lakh. The decision is
pending on it, he said.

The Minister said that

former minister Anisul Islan
Mahmud had for antie-
ipatory bail with High Coun
Division of tht Supreme Cour
on April 30. 1991. On enquiry
it was gathered that Anisul
Islam Mahmud was in the
court premises on the day and
had been sitting in the cham-
ber of Justice Hasib. he said.
He said Anisul Islamm Mahmud
was given a lift by his flag car
to reach’him to his house, _
* The Minister cited several
examples of not giving perma-
nent appointment to tempo-
rary Judges adding that it was
nothing new. He said in 1985
Additional Judges Mohammad
Al and Abdul Motaleb, were
not made permanent. In 1986
despite recommendation from
the then Chief Justice, Abdul
Wahab was not made perma-
nent, he said.

The minister said in 1978
services of two Additional
Judges —Siddique Ahmed
Chowdhury and Abdul Momit
Chowdhury — were not regu-
lartsed. He said even before
this there was another case of
Abdul Hye Chowdhury. There
was no question raised by any
quarter about their cases, the
minister said.

On the question of the
Justice's recommendation
Hasfb's case of job regu
tion being disclosed, the Law
Minister said. “the Chiel
Justice, like us, Is pledge-
bound not to disclose any state
sccret, adding f it so hap-

ned that the Chiel Justice

disclosed the case of his
recommendations.” [t was
very unfortunate.



