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Dhaka, Wednesday, February 5, 1992

A Signal to Myanmar

The Jatiya Sangsad has done well in sending a
strong signal to Myanmar underscoring the coun-
try's anger and resentment over Yangon's con-

persecution of Rohingya refugees as well

as of its deliberate acts of provocation along the
Bangladesh border. There was also a broad una-
running through all sections of the parlia-
the situation of the Myanmar-Bang-
frontier was serious, and that it might
worse if the military junta in Yangon failed to
to peaceful overtures of Dhaka in a con-
manner. Seen from this perspective, the
Sn?d on Monday served a most
purpose. If the authorities in Yangon were

of division in the country or
indications of weaknesses in the position
Bangladesh, they were surely disappointed.

., as it happens in a parliamentary de-
in a democratic country, speakers from dil-
parties looked at the situation from varied
angles and viewpoints which, by and large, have a
bearing on the overall scenario.

For one thing, many members rightly ex-
pressed their strong support for the pro-democ-
racy movement in Myanmar and called upon the

Government to support the release of
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by name — which threatens to
turn a volatile situation into an explosive one.

The response of Foreign Minister ASM
Mustafizur Rahman to the debate was largely
s commitment to a peaceful

in protecting the national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Bangladesh. At this stage, the
by Mr Rahman is the only one
that makes sense, which involves the rejection of
as internationalisation of the issue,
confrontation and war. However, since the junta
in Yangon pursues all its plans in total secrecy, in
dealing with its internal situation as well as with
ncy on its borders, Dhaka may not be
in total control of all its present and future op-
tions. We cannot also overlook the possibility —
this is what places the Foreign Minister in a de-
nsive position — that the authorities here may
have all the facts at their , such as the
number of refugees, the nature and type of pos-
sible interference from third countries and the
treatment of Rohingyas who have returned home
by the Myanmar authorities.
ement with the government's
policy of pursuing the present course of peaceful
negotiation. However, we must ensure that our
policy is not mistaken for weakness and that, un-
wittingly or otherwise, we are not dragged into
tﬁlﬂm plan of any third country. On the other
.while maintaining our dialogue with Yangon
for peaceful resolution of the border problem, we
should leave no doubt in anyone's mind that we
are for a democratic change in Myanmar, a
change that not only brings a popularly elected
party to power but also allows thousands of
refugees, now sheltered in this country, to return

to their homes in safety. security and with
honour,
» .
Ali Baba's Cave in the
L& L v
Philippines

Where exactly did Ferdinand E Marcos, the
late dictator of the Philippines, get his millions
(or was it billions?)? His opponents always main-
tained that the former president, who was driven
out of power in 1986 through a combined assault
of electoral defeat and people powér, stole the
fortune from the national treasury. The govern-
ment of Corazon Aquino repeatedly said the for-
mer president, who died in 1989 in his Hawaiian
retreat, defrauded the nation to the tune of US$
10 bilion or more during his 2 1-year rule.

For Imelda, now back home after six years of
luxurious travelling and already aspiring to be the
country's next president, money does not seem
to be the, or even a, problem.

To return to the original question, the debate
over the source of Imelda's fortune is refusing to
die. Now, the former First Lady herself has thro-
wn some badly needed light on the mystery. She
said, according to an agency dispatch carried by
this and other papers yesterday, that her husband
made his fortune by selling the war booty of Japa-
nese general Tomyuki Yamashita who had looted
treasures from all over south-east Asia during
World War II. Imelda declined — surprise, surpri-
se—to say where the treasure was now located, or
how much it was worth or indeed how her lucky
husband came to stumble across this south-east
Asian version of All Baba's Cave in the first place.

She did, however, say that Marcos did not
declare this apparently inexhaustible source of
unearned wealth to the income tax people be-
cause —and this is a killer — he was too embarras-
sed. Now, that is the real revelation. We, like
most people on this planet, were not aware that
Ferdinand E Marcos was capable of being embar-
rassed ? anything, let alone a small mhtter of few
pleces of war booty 'liberated’ from a defeated Ja-
panese general. Finders keepers, he might have
told the tax people. But perhaps he realised that
he was looting already looted booty and it woul-
dn't do his career as a future autocrat
any good f he admitted to being a looter so easily.

Imelda 1s now in rather tricky position. She
has, wittingly or unwittingly, admitted that her
husband deceived the income tax authorities by
not the source of money which paid for
all of her shoes and more. Mere mortals could go
to prison for that, and have their ill-gotten for-
tune confiscated. What is going to happen to
presidential candidate Imelda Marcos? After all
she is still iving off the money on which she has
not paid any tax whatsoever. It would indeed be
poetic justice if Imelda’'s tale about Japanese loot
can provide Aquino with the rope with which the
legacy could finally be hanged.
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general secretary respectively,
that there is no division in
their ranks. Across the border
in Bangladesh and Burma,
there are some 150 boys’, who
are yet to be consulted, and
Satkia has offered them safe

‘tions because he has pulled

through the settlement single
handed and he has not allowed
the personal tragedy — the
ULFA has killed his brother,
sister-in-law and three other
relatives — to cloud his judge-
menl. However, he if not New
Delhi, realises that this Is
probably the last chance in
Assam. If the accord is not
implemented this time, the
nation well face Assam's
cessation India. Over the
years, the demand has got
escalated afler every agitation
and what was once a peaceful
expression is now a militant
movement.

The Assamese have increas-
ingly believed that outsiders
have sucked them dry, taking
away tea, timber and ofl from

tlon were (0 “retain Lthe status

tion of thetr demand for

Assam out of Troubled Spots

the state and ploughing lttle
back. “Leave us alone o make
our own mess, an ULFA

said. “Atl least then
we will blame ourselves, not
the centre.” The economic
package, backed by Satkia's
underiaking to resign if 1t Is
not delivered on time,
assuage apprchensions n"a
Assam’'s development. But it
does nol meet the ULFA
demand for autonomy in the
state's affatrs. The right of self-
determination means the right
of sell- ance

Saifkia s of little help on
this point and he has
it o the ULFA keaders. But he
has promised to take up with
New Delhi the larger question
of gving more powcrs 1o the
slate. It he could do so. he
would have done more than all
the chicl ministers pul to-

have attempled. Jyoti

u. the West Bengal chief
minister, whom | metl In
Calcutia, told me that he would
pursue Lhe maltier with Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao in the
next few days.

Indeed, the complaint of
mosl stales is Lhat the centre
is monopolising authority and
treating them as vassals. Even
in small matters like the
appointment ol chiel secretary
in a state, prior consuliations
with New Delhi are necessary,
Margarct Alva, union minister
ol slale lor personnel,
upbraided the Sikkim govern:
ment the other day lor select
ing a particular officer for the
chiefl secrctaryship withoul
getting the central approval.

New Delhi does not seem Lo
be affected by the buflfets of
changes in Europe or whal was
once the Sovict Unilon. The
louder the demand for decen-
tralisation, the more emphasis
is daid on centralisation. Per-
haph the Objectives Resolution,
wh the Constituent Assem-
bly wf India outlined In
December 1946, could be
revived o reverse Lhe process,

According to the resolution,
the states of the Indian ledera-

of aulonomous units” and were
to “exercise all powers and
funetions of government,
excepl such powers as are
assigned W the Unton.” But the
June 3, 1947 plan of the sub-
continent’'s partition changed
the view of the constitution
framers completely. The idea

of loose federation was aban-
doned and the establishment
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autonomy. In lact, Punjab and
Kashmir might not have expe-
rienced militancy if the people
had en autonomy in thetr
own rs. How to shift the
emphasis from Lhe strength of
the centre to the strength of

the units s the problem.
in the circamsiances, il is

difficult to comprehend the
Bhartiya Janata Party' s hostility

ol a strong centrg became the
aim. This wenl against even
the tradition laid down by the
GCovernment of India Act,
1938,

Were the country to go back
to the Objectives Resolution,
the ULFA in Assam, the mili-
tants In Punjab and, sibly,
in Kashmir would find realisa-
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to Article 370, which stalls the
automatic application of cen-
tral laws to Jammu and
Kashmir. The new irend is for
the centre to shed power and
transfer il to the units In a
country. A broad swathe ol
opinion across India regards
the efforts to finish even the
fiction of autonomy that J and
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e BJP's Ekia Yatra, which

ended in a whimper iIn

Srinagar the other day, has not
helped the situation in the

siate. LK Advani. .the BJP
leader, had said repeatedly
that a oken rally to Kashmir
was nol acceptable because
“lokenism” would upon the
country’'s unity. Still, when the

rl'n;--rr:duvn,ll- “
rally of 40 odd people, a

come down for the party
which was talking in terms of
leading lakhs of volunteers 1o

Srinagar

The BJP did something
worse, proving beyond doubt
that the militants called the
shots in the vallcy. All the
seturity forces — and Srinagar
was under curfew for three
consccutive days prior lo the
Nlag hoisting ceremony — could
not ensure more than a token
rally. The ultimatum by the
militanis had the necessary
sanction because there was nol
& single soul on the sireets ol
Srinagar that day. This also
beltefl the rnment claim
that a substantial number of
militants had laid down thoeir
arms

One thing that comes out
lovd and clear from Kashmir

"and other areas of milftancy is

the lack of response to _the ex-
horiations thal all must unite
to defend Indias inlegrity of
“Bharat Mata ki Jai". The mili-
tants want to know how they
will gain by staying within the
unfon. Jyoti Basu was quile
right when he said that the
ncw generation did not know
even about the national strug-
gle, much less the high-falut-
ing phrase of emotional unity.
For New Delhi emotional
unity is expresscd through
things like Republic Da
awards. And the way In #hlrz
Hharat Ratna was awarded o
India's national hero, Subas
Chndra DBose, on the one hand
and Padma Vibhushan to the
practising politician of pro-
Hindu BJP, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, on the other shows
that the centre has no sensce of
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disc rimination. As in other
matiers, New Delhi is

ard in the proccss of ng
The process with a
circular to all and

ministries of the state and
central governments to send
thetr recommendations. The
section officer of a particular

department or ministry sifts
oul the names and prepares a

list cordi to his or her
F'l'l‘éfﬂ"t :%u:r the scrutiny
by an officer, the recommen-
dations are forwarded to the
Home Ministry where the

the section officer upwards.
The Home Minster, the Prime
Minster and the President, in
that order, can add names.

There is no considered think-
ing and often a whim takes

over as has ha in the
case of Subhas Bose .
West Bengal is upset

because the centre tried 0
bring down the stature of
Subhas Chandra Bose, whose
conirfbution to India’'s inde-
pendence was no less than
that of Mahatma Gandhf! But
Calcutia should blame PR Das
Munshi, former union minis-
ter, who has been the
centre to confer Bharat Ratna
on Hose. Ratnakar Pandey. a
Congress MP, who wanted
Sonia Gandhi to be prime

minister, is another
who has been nﬁied;':;l
ing In parltament that Bose

and Maulana Azad should be

n the award. When the
resident’'s notification was
issued, the West Begal govern-
meni was surprised to find
3ose’'s name In It. So was his
family, which has refused to

the award.

As regards Maulana Azad, |
recall that the Bharat Ratna
was offered 1o him. But he
declined 1t on the ground that
it amounted to pinning the
medal on onesell because, as
he said, “we are the ones who
confer the awards.” Such is the
fate of awards which are sup-
posed to bring about emotional
unity. The problem with the
rulers s that they are trying to
cflect unity through stunts and
slogans and not by attending o
the real problem of distribut-
ng power.

‘Hungry Roaming Soldiers Signal Danger for Angola

by Keith Somerville

IGHT months have pa-

ssed since the Angola

accord was signed. To
the relief of the people and the
guarantor states — Portugal,
the US and the former Soviet
Union — the ceasefire has held
with only scattered. minor
violations. The country s
gearing up for multiparty
clections at the end of
September. ;

Dangers resulting from bit-
terness between the governing
MPLA and Jonas Savimbi's
rebel UNITA movement and
the disruption and economic
chaos created by 16 years of
civil war still threaten the
peace process.

The animosity was amply
demonstrated in mid-January
when the MPLA tried to con-
vene a conference of political
parties to discuss the transi-
ton to democracy.

UNITA, suspecting that it
was an attempt by President
Jose Eduardo dos Santos to
guide the development of mul-
tiparty politics along his cho-
sen path, boycotted the con-
ference. The boycott was con-
demned by the MPLA and by
the myriad of small parties
which have sprung up since
the end of onc-party rule. Most
of these parties attended.

Critics of the government
suspect that many of the mini-
parties are government cre-
ations, financed and advised by
the MPLA. |

UNITA feels that some have
been set up by ex-civil servants
or minor political figures tol-
erated by the MPLA. The MPLA
hopes for support if the two
main parties fail to win a ma-
jority of votes.

The Democracy Party of
Angola. led by Prof Antonio

Angola 1s limping back to normal eight months after the peace accord between the ruling
MPLA and UNITA rebels. However, mutual suspicion coupled with the disruption and
economic chaos of 16 vears of civil war still threaten the peace process. Multiparty elections
are due in September. If . the development of political parties is a positive sign, reports
Gemini News Servige, differences over control of security forces signal danger.

Neio. Is one party though to
have links with the govern-
menl (the Professor was for
many years the Angolan repre:
sentative on Africa-wide law
associations).

One small party sceking to
offer an alternative to both
UNITA and the MPLA is the
Front for Democracy

Led by Claudio Silva. it is a
gathering of technocrats.
whose main aim is the rehabil-
itation and development of the
economy. They claim that
UNITA and the MPLA belong

to history and that it is time
for the development of a new
style of Angolan politics with
the stress on construction
rather than conilict.

If the development of polit-
ical parties is a positive sign —
despite the distrust between
government and former rebels
— a more negative portent is
developing on the military
front

Although there have been
no obvious attempts to break
the ceasefire, each side sus-
pects the other of underhand
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moves to develop a position of
military strength if democracy
fatls or the vote goes the
WTDNE way .

The Minister of State for
Inspection and State Control,
Kundi Paiama, said in January
that he had evidence that
South Africa was smuggling
arms into UNITA-Controlled
arcas of Cunene province.

South Alrica says it has cut

all military links with its
former allies. But former mili-
tary intelligence officer, Nico
Besson. is convinced that mili-

tary intelligence. with or with-
out the knowledge of the gov-
ernment in Pretoria, is helping
UNITA militarily and politically
(having had the experience of
such activities during the
runup to Namibian indepen-
dence).

UNITA strongly denies the
allegations. Its information
secretary. Jorge Valentim,
claimed the government alle-
gations were aimed at covering
up its own viclations of the
peace agreement.

It says the government is
letting thousands of its sol-
diers leave the assembly points
established to contain all
former combatants. Tens of
thousands of government
soldiers, UNITA claims, are
roaming the countryside. The
reporis contain and element of
truth.

A member of the UN verifi-
cation team. Francots Giuliani,
says soldiers are deserting
because of shortages of food at
the camps and to protest
against government failure to
pay their salaries for three
years. -

On the coast road between
Lobito and Luanda, 3,000
troops have blocked the road
to protest against the lack of
wages and poor living condi-
tions in the camps.

The problem is not one of
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the government deliberately
destabilising the accord.
Rather it is a result of adminis-
trative weaknesses in remote
arcas co with lack of
transport infrastructure and
shortages of foed. :

Deputy Foreign Minister
Venancio da Moura admitted
in a telephone talk that sol-
diers were leaving the camps
to scek food, but denfed that
tens of thousands of soldicrs
were involved He added that
most leaving the assembly
points were only doing se
temporarly.

His view was partially
backed up by US deputy assis-
tant secretary of state for
African affairs Jeff Dawidow,
who said he did not think the
government wanted soldiers to
leave the camps.

He doubted whether #
would seriously endanger the
peace process, but warned it
was an ominous sign and that
international organisations and
Weslern European countries
should be more active in help-
ing the US and the UN in
implementing the accords and

su:rlying food and other aid to
feed the demobilised troops
and

guecrillas.

This is a vital need. Hungry.
unpaid troops roaming the
cuntryside will be seriously
destabilising. If they start
taking their guns with them
armed robberies will result
and the possibility of disas-
trous clashes with UNITA ean-
not be ruled out. The devil
finds work for idle hand (and
guns), not to mention empty
pockets and bellies.

— GEMINI NEWS

KEITH SOMERVILLE is a
writer and broadcaster on
African affairs.
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‘Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted.
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

However, all communica-

First copy of holy
Quran

Sir, | am an humble re-
scarcher who tries his level
best to traverse through the

of history and bring to
thl the hidden or nearly-for-
g:‘tt:n glories of Islam. In this
mble effort to dive deep into
the antiquity have 1 recently
been confronted with a very
crucial problem —finding out
the first compiled editiont of
the holy Quran. | have leflt no
stone unturned and perused
many a treatise on this 1ssue
but so far failed to trace”
the present location of that
very precious and historic edi-
tion.

The holy Quran was [irst
compiled in a complete vol-
ume by Zaid Ibn Baglt (RA), a
widely respected amanuensis
of the holy Prophet of Islam
(SM). It was on the orders of
Hazrat Abu Bakr (RA), the first
Caliph of Islam, that Zaid Bin
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Sabit took up the historical
and arduous task of the compt-
latuon of holy Quran In a single
volume, The collection of the
fragmented writings of the
holy Quran started only six
months after the demise of the
holy Prophet (SM).

It was the martyrdom of a
great number of Huflaz or
memorizers of the holy Quran
at the battle of Yemamah
which prompted Hazrat Omar
bin Khattab (RA) to advise the
first Caliph of Islam to arrange
eompilation of the holy Quran
into one single authentic vol-
ume. Zaid Ibn Sabit rosc 1o the
occasion, collected written
fragments of all the Suras duly
authenticated by the holy
Prophet [SM) during his life-
tme and compiled 1t in one
single volume. The copy
(Sahifa) thus made remained
in the possession of Hazrat Abu
Bakr (RA). After his death 1t
was carefully preserved by
Hazrat Omar himself. Afler the
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latter's demise, it was passed
on to the safe custody of Bibi
Hafsa (RA). one of the literate
widows of the holy Prophet
(SM) and daughter of Hazmat
Omar. It was this historic edi-
tion on the basis of which offi-
clal coples were made by
Hazrat Usman (RA), the third
Caliph of Islam.

The decision to make
copies of the original edition
was taken by the third Caliph
in response to the request of
Huzaifa who had been flighting
with the people of Syria in the
conquest of Armenia and with
the people of Iraq In Azerbai-
jan. Huzalfa was alarmed at the
deviation in the modes of
reading of the holy Quran and
requested Hazrat Usman (RA)
to take immediate nccessa
steps In this regard. Calip
Usman requested Bibi Hafsa to
send him the original edftton
and promised to return it to
her after necessary number of
copies had been made. The
same Zaid bin Sabit was
entrusted with the sacred task
of supervising the copying of
the original edition. Zald was
ably helped by Abdullah bin
Zubair, Sa'td fbn I[I-As and
Abdul Rahman bin Haris bin
Hisham (RA) — "Caliph Usman
returned the original to Bib{
Hafsa after required number of
capies had been made and
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ordered all other coples or
leaves on which the holy Quran
was written to be burned.”

So far as this humble re-
searcher knows, at least three
such copies are still in exis-
tence in different parts of the
world. One such copy was
handed over to the Tashkent-
based Muslim Board for
Central Asia by Mikhael
Gorbachev about two years
ago. A photocopy of this was
presented to Ayub Khan by
Kosygin when the former went
to USSR to sign the historic
Tashkent Treaty with Lal
Bahadur Shastri. A third copy
can be found in Nationale
Hibliotheque 1in France.
According to many scholars,
seven more copies made on
the orders of Hazrat Usman
can still be traced out in dif-
ferent museums/institutions of
the world.

What this humble re-
searcher has been trying to
find out is the first one (Sahifa)
compiled during the reign of
Abu Bakr (RA). It has not un-
fortunately been possible to
ascertain where it went and in
whose custody was 1t pre-
served aflter the demise of Bib{
Halsa,

History testifies to the fact
that the original Codex made
on the orders of Caliph Usman
was presented by the Turkish

authorities to Emperor Willlam
Il as per Versailles Treaty (P K
Hitd in "History of the Arabs”).
But this was not the original
edition compiled by Zaid dur-
ing Abu Bakr's Caliphate. It is
also claimed that many an arti-
cle of historical tmportance
and religious sanctity were
transferred to Constantinople
by the Ottoman emperors.
Sultan Selim in 1517 AD brou-
ght to Constantinople upon his
return from the conquest of
Egypt many sacred relics
including Dhaka’ir Nabawtyah
which included “such holy
relics as the stafl, seal. shoe,
tooth and hair of holy Prophet
(SM),” But none mentions spe-
cifically that historic original
edition kept in the cus of
Bibi Hafsa. The nal volume
compiled by Zaid bin Sabit
occupies a very significant
place in the annals of history.

| have written to many an
institution and even appro-
ached personalities like King
Fahd. Presidents Gorbachev
and Ozal to help me locate the
original edition. But nothing
much has yet been achieved.
What is more, | have been
suffering badly from acute
ocular problems. | would be
grateful if any learned reader
of your esteemed daily very
kindly leads this humble re-
searcher 1o an authentic publi-
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cation which throws light upon
the fate of the historic first
edition of the holy Quran.

Syed Ashraf Ali
“Nirala Kutir

11 Girls’ School Road
Phone: 815414

"Timeless Calcutta"

Sir, As an arid reader of
your newspaper, may | con-
gratulate you on a successful
first of publication.

Friday magazine sec-
tion of January 31 contains
many interesting articles but
none gladdened me more
than the article on Calcutta by
Sabah Moyeen. As a Calcuttan |
felt the writer has been
perceptive in capturing the
essential cosmopolitan charac-
ter of the city. However, | hope
the writer will

nting out that the greal

ul emperor Akbar died in
1608, almost a century before
the foundations of the city of
ﬂllﬂ.llll. as we h“ I-'I wWas
laid by the British. Secondly,
the jon on the photograph
be perhaps Belur Math;
SL. Paul's Cathedral i archilec-
turally neo-gothic in style.

not mind my',



