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Two Britons held | '92 year of reconciliation

in Nagaland

NEW DELHI, Feb 3: The
Indian army has arrested two
Britons for subversive activity
in the Northeastern Nagaland
state, a senior army official
said on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

"The Britons were engaged
in anti-national activity detri-
mental to our interests,” the
official, who asked not to be

named. said by telephone from

A eswoman [or Lhe
British- Vigil group
which monitors human rights

said the two were found travel-

wi tribal insurgents

*They opened on our

s0 obviou were
armed.” the said.

The official gquoted the

Britons as saying they were

for the British
Corporation

to do a te
ture on India's alleged
treatment of the Nagas.
A BBC correspondent in
New Delhi denied any knowl-
of the Britons.
"Our Delhi office has no

knowledge of anyone from the
BBC working or travelling in
the northeast,” he said.

The army official said Ward
and Hillman had been cap-

il

tured with 30 video cassettes.
“They told us they had ear

He said the army had asked
the government to take charge
of the investigations.

A Briush High Commission |

spokesman said.
told that shots were ex:
changed in the incident.*

Naga Vigil said the driver of
the jeep carrying Ward and
Hillman was shot dead in the
encounter.

Italian p&rlfament
dissolved

ROME, Feb 2: Italian
President Francesco Cossiga
dissolved parifament today and
called general elections on
April 5 and 6, reports Reuter.

He said in a televised
speech he had decided to call
early elections because the
present parliament was

"politically exhausted.”

S aghy

8 die in S African feud : e dun

between rival Black factions claimed cight lives at Umlazi
Black township near Durban Sunday, police said, reports AFP

from South Africa.

The African National Congress (ANC) said residents of a
squatier camp in Umiazi were attacked by heavily-armed men
escorted by police of the sell-governing Kwazulu tribal home-
land, and that 300 homes were set alight.

Kwazulu police spokesman M L Khanyila said police found

eight bodies at the squatter camp after rival groups tlashed.
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army reservist went on a drunken rampage on

Sunday, killing six p:rk
father and brother ore

including his girifriend’'s mother,
he was arrested, Tanjug news

nearby Other soldiers sleeping in the same room
escaped by out of a window.
Milicic drove a stolen army vehicle 20 km 1o his vil-

lage, stopped outside his girliriend’'s house and shot down
her father, mother and brother on the doorstep.

Military police arrived soon afterwards and arrested him.
Local police said Milicic was drunk.

One shot dead in Tbilisi : one person

was shot dead and several were injured

when supporiers of

ousted Georglan President Zviad Gamsakhurdia clashed with

I
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;a:ud ruling mi
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Georgian capital Thbilisi on Sunday, a local
said, reports Reuter from Moscow.
tary council as saying pistol shots
from within a crowd of about 5,000 Gamsakhurdia
police tried to break up the demonstration

Another local journalist said the police also fired in the air

to try to break up the crowd.
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olds Chinese steamer :

s have detained a Chinese and a Taiwan
with a combined crew of 32, for fllegally entering
lerritorial waters, the Press Trust of India (PT1) said
. reports AFP from New Delhi.

two: sophisticated mini steamers, equipped with
and the capacity to store 400-500 tonnes of fish, were

nnn:pled Saturday ofl the port of Jakhau in the western
After being taken into custody, the crew members were
questioned, PT] said without elaborating.

"
Salvadoran rebels get ovation :
Rebel leaders recetved a standing ovation from churchgoers
Sunday after a night of festivities celebrating the end of the
nation's 12-year civil war, AP reports from San Salvador,
The Mass was led by the arch of San Salvador, Men-
signor Arturo Rivera Damas, who said El Salvador must work

tirelessly to assure peace.

A peace accord signed last month led to a formal cease-fire

Saturday. An estimated 75,000 died in the war between leftist
rebels and a succession of US-backed governments.

Minor tremor rocks Tokyo :

A minor

earthquake with an intensity of 4.5 on the Richter Scale

rocked Tokyo and

its vicinity early Monday,

the

meteorological agency said, reports AFP from Tokyo.
~ There were no immediate reports of injuries or damage

from the quake, which occurred at 7.47 am

Sunday), police said.

(2247 GMT

Its epicentre was estimated some 100 kilometres under-
sca in Tokyo Bay, the agency said.

The tremor followed Su

nday's earthquake with 5.7 on the

Richter scale, which shook central and northern Japan.

DAVOS (Switzerland], Feb
3. Indian Prime Minister PV
Narashima Rao and his
Pakistan! count Nawar
Shart{ met for a hour of talks
here Sunday on Lhe sidelines
of a world economic conler:
ence, reports AFP

Sharif, speaking at a joint
press conference after the

meeling, said he ho 1992
would be the “year of reconcil-

fation” with India and said he
would have further talks with
Rao next June during a UN
conference on the environ

memnt in Rio De Janerio.
Rac said the India and
Pakistan! Foreign Ministers

would be next month
in New [Delhi
the

Relations between
neighboring countries are
strained, with tensions focused
on the Indian siate of Kashmir,
where Indian authorities blame
Pakistan for arming and en-
COUTREING & scparatist drive,

The Pakistani leader
stressed the need for contin-
ued dialogue with his Indian
counterparl, saying it was
‘important o keep talking to

with India: Sharif

each other (o solve our prob-
lerrs *

“We know the fssues, Lhe
difficulty 1« how to make

progress,” Shartl told journal

ists.
Rao satd Kashmir was not
the sole of their talks

here, which also wwuched on
other bilateral problems and
the overall world situation.

Nawaz Sharif (L), Prime Minister of Pakistar welcomes P V Narashima Rao (R), Prime

Minister of India during the Davis World Economic meeting February 2.

| Cﬂéney rejects Yeltsin's offer

— AFP photo.

for massive cut in N-arms

WASHINGTON, Feb 3: US
Defence Secretary Dick Che-
ney yesterday rejected Ru-
ssian President Boris Yeltsin's
call for massive cuts in long-
range nuclear weapons beyond
those already proposed by
President George Bush, re-
poris Reuter.

“There’'s a level... we want to
hold to hold at.," Cheney said
on a cable news networks

weekly news pmﬁm.
Bush called for a 50 per
cent cut in strategic nuclear
arms last month beyond that
already agreed to in July's
Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) between the
United States and the former
Soviet Unjon. That would bring
the number of warheads on
cach side down o about 4,500.
But Yeltsin has since some
out in favour of a much decper
reduction, to 2,500 warheads.
US Se of State James
Baker will visit Moscow later

this month to start in-depth
negotiations with Yeltsin's gow-
ernment on sirategic nuelear
arms cuts.

"There's no question we
Will go beyond start in terms of
reducing the amount of strate-

c systems on both sides.”
heney said. "1 prefer our pro-
posal.”

Cheney pointed out that
neither country had even mati-
fied the START treaty yet and
said that both sides had a
'limited capability’ to disman-
tle warheads.

‘It's important to preserve
an adequate level in terms of
the number of submarines we
have.”" Cheney added. "That's
stabilising. not destabilising.

He said the programme to
reduce strategic nuclear arms
would probably stretch out
over eight to ten years.

it took the United StLates
and the former Soyiet Union

nine years to hammer out

agreement on the START
treaty. but Chency said the
current talks should be
wrapped up more quickly,

"We are moving much more
rapidly than we ever did with
start,” Cheney said.

Cheney described the atmo-
sphere at Saturday's summit
between Bush and Yeltsin as
“very good”.

“I's the first time in May
memory we've had this kind of
relation with Russia.® Cheney
said.

He said that both countries
share many of the same con-
cerns including they are wurry
that some of the 2,000 Russian
nuclear-weapons scientists will
sell their experiise to other
nations.

But the cautioned that
Russia 1s going through a
'revolution’ and the United
Stales must necessarily be
cautious given the uncertain-
ties involved.

Palestinians unhappy with France

JERUSALEM, Feb 3:
Palestinians in the lsraeli-oc-
cupied territories, traditionally
sympathetic to France, have
been left embittered and sad-
dened by the French govern-
ment's treatment of George
Habash, AFP.

"We would ke to see
Franco-Palestinian relations as
strong as they were in the
past, but it will not be easy,”
Ryad Al-Malki, a university
teacher close to Habash's

Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP),
told AFP Sunday.

But Palestinians were also
relieved that the extremist
leader had been able to leave
France, where he had been

~ placed under police guard and

could have [aced questioning

by an investigating magistrate.
Habash returned to Tunis

Yeltsin leaves for
France Wednesday

MOSCOW, Feb 3 : Russian
President Boris N Yeltsin will
:‘mk: a three-day visit to

rance beginning Wednesday,
a spokesperson said Monday,
reports AP,

Yeltsin is scheduled to meet
with French President
Francois Mitterrand and Paris
Mayor Jacques Chirac before
returning to Moscow on
Friday, said Galina a of
Yeltsin's press office. No other
details of his agenda were re-
leased.

5 more killed in
Punjab violence

CHANDIGARH, Feb 3 : Five
ll:lhtnl.:.: were killed in Punjab
since last night. reports PTI.

While four militants were
killed in separate encounters

in Taran Taran police district
another was ki in Batala
police district.

Three wunidentified mili-

counter with security forces
near Dhand Kasels village
i another was killed in
Suga bridge area of
Taran Taran police district,
Some arms and ammunition
were recovered from the site
of the encounters. '

In Batala police district, an

unidentified Pakistani intruder
killed in an encounter

i

CIS be maintained and Yeltsin

MOSCOW, Feb 2: Former
Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev has made his voice
increasingly heard on major
domestic and international is-
sucs in the past few wecks
showing he has no intention
of quictly fading into history,
reports AFP.

The father of the pere-
strojka reforms made .
lines on January |4 — three
weeks alter he was forced to
resign — when he returned to
Moscow and met with another
star of recent history and
Nobel peace laureate, former
US Secretary of State Henry

Since then Gorbachev, now
head of a Moscow-based re-
scarch Institute, has not
missed a chance to voice his
Eﬂnt of view, both on the evo-

tion of the Commonwealth of

nt States (CIS) and
on gn aflairs, where he
excelled when he was Soviet
leader.

late Saturday afler three days
in a Parts hospital. a visit that
provoked a political row in
France and led to the dismissal
or resignation of five French
officials.

The French government
was assafled by opposition
politicians who pointed to the
PFLFP's past t in hi-
Jacking and anti-lsracli attacks.

France has wusually been
held in esteem by Palestinians

‘Hving under Isracli occupation,

notably after a meeting be-
tween French Foreign Minister
Roland Dumas and Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO)
Chairman Yasser Arafat last
April — just after the Gulfl war
and when Arafal was shunned
by other western leaders.
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NAM meet
begins

LARNACA, Cyprus, Feb 3
Third World foreign ministers
meet to .d:‘hlu the
uncertain purpose
of the Non-Aligned Movement
{(NAM] In a world freed from
superpower rivalry by the col-
lapse of the Soviet bloc, re-
ports Reuter.

About 20 ministers, includ-
ing those from founder mem-
bers India, Indonesia, and

and |86 delegates from

countiries will attend the

first NAM mecting since the
demise’ of the Soviet Union.

M 18 a threshold that will
make or break the movement’,
Egyptian foreign ministers A M
R Moussa told Reuter before
the ministers began informal

aralory discussions on
in the coastal tourist
cfty of Larnaca.

The movemen! was founded
in the 19508 at the height of
the cold war between
Washington and Moscow, as a

mlng of mainly Third
countries which aimed
to avoid alignment with either

superpower although many
members were drawn 1o one

side or the other
LLankan forces

on alert
COLOMBO, Feb 3: Security
was lightened in the Sri

Lankan capital Monday ahead
of celebrations here to mark
the 44th anniversary of inde-
pendence from Britain, police
said, reports AFP

Residents noticed a slep-
ping up of road blocks and in-
tersifled checks on cars enter-

the city as well as those In-

. Police said 1t was pant of
their security arrangemenis
for s celebrations.

The government is planning
religious ceremonies, a mili-
tary parade and a cultural show
to mark the occasion.

Heavily armed security per-
sonnel supported police In
keeping up the alert through-
out , an official said.

Forced labour

Roman Priest
to testify

Thursday

RIO DE JANEIRO, Feb 3 . A
Roman Catholic priest who has
worked for 15 years in the
Amaszon will testify before a
United Nations panel in
Geneva this week about
widespread forced labour, vio-
lence and killings in rural
Brazil. reports AFP

Father Ricardo Resende.
39, whe has been working in
the south of the Amazon state
of Para, told AFP Sunday that
from 1964 to 1991, at least
1.681 people were killed In
disputes between wealthy
landowners and landless peas-
ants of which there are 12
million or as a result of forced
labour.

‘In 25 years there have only
been 24 trials and 14 convic-
tions' he said, accusing gov
emment offictals of often being
corrupt and accomplices of the
large landowners and cocaine
traffickers in the region.

Resende, who has received
several death threats and sur-
vived an assassination attempt

in August. will appear before
the UN Human Rights
Commission Thursday.

He said that between 980
and 1991 he had reported to
the Brazilian government that
3,144 men, women and chil-
dren had been victims of
forced labour in Para, and of
those 53 had been killed.

Russia, Estonia
fail to reach

accord
MOSCOW, Feb 3 : Russia has
reached agreement with

Lithuania and Latvia for the
withdrawal of formerly Soviel
troops [rom their territories,
but failed to strike a deal
with Estonia. two news agen-
cies said here Sunday, reports
AFP.
The agreements with
Lithuania and Latvia were

signed respectively on Friday
ulq&.m:dny.

The Buily Star

Off the Record

‘New kids

MELBOURNE, Australia:

oh the block’
e

Kids on the Bilock' is

interrupting its tour Down Under to take on claims of lip-

synching, reports AP.

The group has requested a one

vocal contributions to their albums

.. she said.

New Kids arrived in Melbourne
they only sang about 20 per cent

album "Hangin' Tough.
“It is 80 obvious that it's us

8
X
I
5
:
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on the record, that it's

totally ridiculous,” said New Kid Donnie Wahlberg “We really
shouldn't even have to defend that.”

MADRID: International experts in the study of mummies

want the world to know why they are wrapped up in

work and will meet In the C

conference billed as the first of
“We think this is a genuine area

cased to the where
Dr Arthur ﬁumﬂe, an

Congress on Mummy Studies

Up to now a lot of people

it deserves
organizer of the

mmm--m.
The conference, scheduled to run Monday th
Thursday, will bring together about 225 scientists

Islands next week

from 50

Also on hand will be 25 mummics, ranging in age from

600 to 7.000 years.
The most
the first Andings

awaited
on DNA

in mummies.

Aulderhcide said mummies offer clues w0 the evolution of

discases: “Tuberculosis as we know Il now may
way. Chemical studies of mummies tell us

always been that

not have

what they ate, and that can tell historians about behavior,” he

sac]

“For the non-scientist, the fascination with mummics s

they are tangible, real

people who look like us, a sample of

where we came from. That's hard to get from a skeleton.”

Conference on camel

DUBAI: Camel scientists from 32 countries are meeting in
Dubai to discuss the breeding feeding and ailments that rule

the long-legged humpback's success In racing reports

Reuter.

Organisers say the [ive-day

conference is the first

concerned exclusively with the king of the desert as a racing

arvtrmal

ﬂuﬁll‘l Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al-Maktoum,
Defence Minister of the United Arab Emirates, said the aim
was 0 revive interest in ‘this fantastic creature forgotien by

“h '-Itll

"He Is a wonder of creation” Shetkh Mohammad sadd in

opening remarks on Su to 280
United States. Dr Ahmad Billah,

a ficld as Mali, China and

. some from as far

who runs the world s most advanced camel institute in Dubad,
told Reuter the conference would treat the camel not as a

beast of burden oul as a noble animal.
is part of the culture and

It

of the people here,”

he said of the Guifl Arabs who were primarfly nomadic Beduins
before oll was discovered a few decades ago.

"There she is’ dead

LA JOLLA [California): Bert Parks, the TV game show host

Sunday. e was 77, reports AP.

Parks, who was diagnosed recently with an inoperable lung

discase, died at Sgripps Memorial

in his sleep, with

his wile and children at his side, said Mark Howell, a family

friend

F-.I:h-cndu:nmo[thtﬂhim

for 25

pageant
years. He also worked in radio, television and films. His stage
credits include the starring role in a Broadway production of

the ‘The Music Man.'

Born in Atlanta, Parks began his career while still very
young He landed his first job as a singer on the 'Eddie Cantor
Show.” He later worked as a stafl announcer for CBS from

1933 until 1939.

Parks was fired as the Miss America Pageant emcee In

1980. Pageant officials said they
generated nationwide

younger look. His firing

wanted to give the show a
and a

letter-writing campaign organised by Johnny Carson.

Prayer for unborns

WARSAW: Hall of Poland's 100-member Senate [upper
house) and about 90 members of the 460-seat Sejm (lower

house) made a pilgrimage to the coun
Sunday as part of an anti-abortion drht‘w

s holiest shrine on
Reuter.

"Many of the lawmakers joined hundreds of high school

students in an all-night prayer vigil for unborn infants,” said a
spokesman for the Jasna Gora shrine in the southemn city of
Czestochowa.

Similar prayer vigils were held in churches across Poland
on Saturday and Sunday In response to an appeal by the
mu’;;t;y’:mﬂat}nltﬁlh:pt

party’s drafl law would jail doctors caught performing
abortions. The present law was adopted by the now-defunct
Communist regime in 1956.
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Romania's democracy

faces another test

BUCHAREST, Feb 3:
Romania's s democracy,
often buffeted by political vio-
lence, faces another test when
the m::tq holds triple elec-
tions t , reports Reuter.

The Ur:i.lr:d States and
other countries are watching
Romania closely to . see
whether they should drop

ﬂ'ﬂ!'hlthﬂ. m. l'_. w a
series of meetings with top-
ranking foreign officials. while
at the same lime giving Inter-
views lo CIS media. Widely
admired in the West for
other qualities his ease "wi
reporiers and in front of tele-
vision cameras, Gorbachev has
promised Lo give monthly in-

terviews to the popular daily

Pravda.

On Saturday, in the first of
these interviews, the former
Soviet leader sald states of the
new CIS urgently needed 1o
create joinl political structures
to de with their acute eco-
nomie and problems.

The |]l-member CIS must
be matntained and Russian
Presiden! Horls Yeltsin must
carry on his role as initiator or
there would be a crisis, he
sadd

must work as initiator : Gorby

The principal goal was to Russian leader was ‘pursuing

creaale common
and the main danger was na-

tionalism added Gorbachev,

who to the last had called for a
reformed Soviet Unilon to be
kept intact and now wants the
same lor its successor, the CIS.

Gorbachev has kept his
promise not to play the part of
opponent lo his former politi-

rival, Russian leader Boris
Yeltsin, but he is not shy about
giving Yeltsin advice.

Yeltsin ‘'must under no cir-
cumstances drop his role as
initlator’ in the CIS, Gorbachev
told the ' this
happens, there wil be & crash.
a crisis,” he said.

However he said he was

generally satisfied with
Yeltsin's initiatives on disar-
mamenl, adding that the

legal norms, former Soviet policies — iIn

other words, Gorbachev's — in
this domain.
Tuming Lo 'I:I_"H: international

S
Mikhail Gorbachev

scene, Gorbachev still attaches
particular {mportance to for-
cign policy.

A few days ago, he told
Nezavisimaya Gazeta (the inde-
pendent newspaper] that he
envisaged making a tour of the
Middle East at the invitation of
local leaders,

Last month, Gorbachev held
talks here with French
Foreign Minister Rolad Dumas
as well as with British
Ambasasador Roderic Braith-
walle,

These meetings have all
given him opportunities to ap-
peal for Western aid for the

CIBu:dtththimm-H

tention of confining himeelf to
a largely honorific job as presi-
dent of his International
Foundation for Social,
Economic and Political Re-
scarch.

reservations about the country,
where ex-Communists remain
politically influential.

The [irst hurdle is on
February 9, when Romanians
are due to elect Mayors and
District Councils in their first
democratic local polls in more
than half a century.

Local polling will be fol-
lowed two or three months
later by national tary
and presidential elections.

The international republi-
can institute a Washington
based democracy watchdo
body, surveyed the politi
scene this month and pre-
dicted the local polls would
also be flawed.

It cited ambiguities in the
electoral law, restricted access
to the media and funds for
campaigning, the power of un-
elected incumbent mayors im-
pediments to free voting by
students and soldiers, and
poor ballot box security.

The institute said “such is-
sucs raised serfous -
about whether the F ]
elections will be free and fadr.

Romania needs a good In-
ternational verdict on the polls
if it s to be admitted to such
organisations as the Counectl of
Europe and the European
Community or to secure for-
eign credits and American

trading privileges.



