Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come 1o

[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Resl, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you to Ty our Beautifully
prépored ond Beoutifully presented outhenfic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD In the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY NOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHRTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Inside Today

Article

Which Common-
wealth is Which ?

When the groupings of
most of the states of the
former Soviet Union ca-
lled itself the Common-
wealth of Independent
States the word com-
monwealth was sud-
denly all over the head-
lines. Many people
could be forgiven for
thinking that sudden-
ly Russia had joined
the group of 50 for-
mer British em-
pire countries
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International

1992 the year of recon-
ciliation with India,
says Pak premier
Sharif
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Business

Trade balance impro-
ved in 1990-91
Page 7

F Bush seeks $ 22.1 bi-
llion for aid
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Kapil Dev takes his
400th Test wicket
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BTV to telecast live
World Cup cricket
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Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Walking shop
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Supplement

We publish a two-page
supplement on the
National Day of
Shri Lanka
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NEWS BRIEFS
Ravi Shankar
arrives today

World renowned sitarist
Ravi Shankar arrives in city to-
day on a five-day official visit
to Bangladesh, a Shilpakala
Academy press release said,
reports BSS.

German team
due today

A four-member German
delegation led by the Deputy
Foreign Minister. Helmut
Schaefer, member of the
Federal Parllament., arrives in
Dhaka today on a three-day of-
fictal visit to Bangladesh, an of-
fictal handout said. During his
stay, Schaefer will make cour-
tesy call on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and
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Govt has failed, says Opposition in debate over border situation

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafirur Rahman has assured
the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parllament] that the country
is fully prepared to face any
eventuality arising out of situa-
tion prevailling along the

| Bangladesh-Myanmar border.

A confident Foreign
Minister said the present gov-
ernment and the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party along with
330 members of Parliament
will t shoulder to shoulder
with people to protect the
national sovereignty and geo-

mhh.l integrity of the coun-

The Forelgn Minister gave
the assurance while winding

" up the general debate on the

Bangladesh-Myanmar border
situation in Parllament yester-
iy

Earlier, participating in the
discussion the members of the
Opposition termed the actions
of the government inadequate
in handling the influx of
Rohingya refugees but ex-
pressed thetr willingness to
extend support to the govern
ment In facing the crisis.

Most of the Opposition
members termed the foreign
policy 'of the government

Ershad jailed for 3 more years in money case

P P n m

Star Report

genuflect’ but did not suggest

measures o deal with the
problem
Answering to opposition

criticisms the Foreign
Minister said the basic princi
ple of the foreign policy as laid
down in the Constitution |s to
resolve international conflicts
peacefully. The government is
pursuing this policy which has
already yiclded some results,
the Foreign Minister added
Narrating the development
of events. Rahman said to {ace
the situation arising out of the
December 21 incident, lour
uptlnnl were uprn Lo

AFTER JUDGEMENT: hpparanuy unmoved Ershad waving at the pressmen while being

taken to the jail yesterday.

Bangladesh: peaceful negotia-
tions. Internationalisation of

problem. confrontation and
wiar

Asserting that Bangladesh
believes in peaceful solution of
the problems the Foreign
Minisier sald other options
were still open, not exhausted

Puoting from Article 25 of
the Constitution. the Fore
Minister sald alterations of t
fundamentals of the foreign
policy were not welcome
Foreign policy in a democratic
country develops on the basis
of bi-partisan consensus and
such pﬂlnf needs little fl'-r#
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General Ershad who ruled
the country for nearly 9 years
was yesterday (Monday) sen:
lenced to 3 years simple Im
prisonment for amassing
wealth beyond known sources
of his income, reports UNB.

Neither his wife nor politl-
cal assoclates were present
when the special judge
Mohammad All Khan handed
down the conviction at 11.56
am in a jampacked makeshift
court room opposite the
Central Jail

The 62-year-old general
was already sentenced in June
last ycar to 10 years rous
imprisonment for keeping il-
legal arms. He is facing four
more corruption cases and of-
ficials say about a score others
are in the offing

Overthrown from power by
a mass upsurge in December
1990, Ershad wearing a black

. coat and red-stripe tic was sit-

ting in an armed chair in the

T — T——m

with the change in external re-
lations, the minister added.

Rahman said the democrat-
ically elected government of
the country was following =
foreign policy as stipulated in
the Constitution:

Dwelling on the friendly re-
lations between Bangladesh
and Myanmar the Foreign
Minister said Bangladesh has
176-mile long border with
Myanmar and since the inde-
pendence of the country there
has been no conflict or tension
along the border

However, three lakh
Muslim rtl’ugun entered into

We are ready to save sovereignty : FM

Bangladesh in 1978 when the
government of r initd-
ated the search to identify citi-
zens. The problemn was solved
through peaceful negotiations
and the refugees were sent
back. the minister added.
Rahman said the Muslim
refugees again started coming
into Bangladesh early 199]. As
the number of went
up. the minister said, he vis-
ited Myanmar in November
1991. Following the visit the
Myanmar authorities agreed to
take back the refugees and as
the lst of refugees was under

See P-# 12 Col 3

dock looking vacantly at the
judge as he pronounced the
50-minute gement.

T hold the charge... has
been proved against the ac-
cused beyond all reasonable
doubt.” said the learned judge
in his 62 -page judgement.

"So the accused is held
guilty of the offence of criminal
misconduct under section 5(1)
(e} of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1947, punish
able under section 6(2) of the
said Act "

“The accused is In custod
for more than one year whic
may be taken inlo considera-
tvon for the purpose of deter-
mining the term ol imprison
ment In view of Lhe .
hold that three years sentence
is enough to meet the ends of
justice.” the added.

Immediately after the ver-
dict, defence counse]l Kazi
Shahdat Hossain commented
"the judge was fair and we have

no tumpllin lcin!nlt the
judgement.” { defence
counsel Sir I Haq was con-
spicucusly nt ln the court

Attorney General Aminul
Il-q who :,E..m on behall of

the state rved: This Iy for

the first time in Bangladesh
that public accountability of
the President for possessing
property beyond known
sources of Income has been
established in internationally
accepled fair norms of trial...

definftely it's a glorfous day for
Bangladesh.

Although we are a poor
country we have an impressive
judicial system which means
everyone is being dealt with in
accordance or in due process
of law, added the Attorney

Gencral.
The Bureau of Anti-

Corruption accused the de-
posed president of amassing

See Page 12 Col )

Vajpayee for all-party

meet on Tinbigha

CALCUTTA. Feb 3: The BJP
leader, Atal Behari Vajpayee.
today said that the Prime
Minister. PV Narashima Rao.
should convene an all-party
meeting to discuss the
Tinbigha issue before lcasing
out the corridor to
Bangladesh, reports PTI.

Vajpayee told PT1 here that
there was enough scope for
improving the international
agreement on the issue to allay
the fear of the people living
there.

The BJP leader, who held a
40-minute meeting with the
West Bengal Chief Minister,
Jyoti Basu, on the jssue. said
that he had told the Marxist
leader that the international
agreement should be imple-
mented in such a manner that
the people there could not feel
unsafe. :

The BJP leader said that
under the Indira-Mujib agree-

ment leasing out of Tinbigha
was linked with exchange of
enclave but there was no initia-
tive by the government in this
However, there were suffi-
cient provisions for the modi-
fication of the agreement,
which were to be effectively
utilised for the benefit of the
people of Tinbigha. he said.

Referring to his meeting
with Basu. he said that he had
discussed current political sit-
uation and other broad-based
issues, including the forthcom-
ing central budget.

Vajpayee said that the
Congress{l] should evolve a
conscnsus of different political
parties on the arecas where a
major thrust should be given in
the budget. If the Congress (I)
is keen to remain in power, it
will have to take this Into ac-
count, the BJP leader said.

Govt stance may hamper
export of manpower

By Inam Ahmed

Bangladesh may face a sct-
back in the export of trained
and thb technical man-

road reportedly due
l:n certain government regula-
tions on manpower recruit-
ment procedures, recruiting
agency sources said.

- The government has re-
cently adopted a strict stance
on an order that advertise-
ments for manpower cannot be
published by the recruiting
agents untfl demands for man-

mn’:r are issued by foreign

Sources say that when the
Middle Eastern firms {ssue
demands, they alsoc have to ar-
range visas against the papers.
The demands and the other
documents are to be attested

through Bangladesh embassiecs

in the relevant countries. The

embassies on verification, cer-

tify that the papers as genuine.

This also poses a problem
See Page 12 Col 6
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Imelda unveils
‘secret’ of
her fortune

MANILA, Feb 3: Ferdinand
Marcos. accused of looting the
Philippine Treasury. actually
made his wealth !'rurn
Japanese World War Il booty

which he used in the secret
but profitable trade of precious
metals, his widow claimed to-
day, reports AFP.

But former First Lady
Imelda Marcos said the late
dictator, a former anti-
Japanese guerilla elected to
Co ss after the war, never
declared the wealth to tax au-
thorities because the rising
politician thought it might be
‘embarrassing.’

The widow refused to give
details on how her husband
discovered the Treasure of
Japanese General Tomyuki
Yamashita, plundered from all
over Southeast Asia, how much
it was worth, or where {1 {s
kept now.

| Biman will have |

o

to spend Tk 2 cr
more to pay
for salaries

By Asiuzzaman
Biman Bangladesh Airlines,

2 killed, scores hurt on
11th day of UP polls

At least one person was
killed and scores injured in
poll violence on the 11th day

| of Unton Parishad elections

 the national flag carrier. will |
| incur an additional expendi-

f

|
|

|'on January

ture of about Taka two crore
per ycar to implement the
agreement providing pay rise
of the employees of the corpo-
ration.

The agreement was signed
28 between the
employees and the manage-
ment of the organization fol-
lowing agitation for 13 days.

The agreement, approved

by the board ‘of directors. is

| tres were pos

Monday. reports UNB.
Voting in at least five cen-

tponed following
incidence of firing, clashes and

 ballot box snatching.
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pending approval by the Prime |

Minister Khaleda Zia, say
Biman sources.
The present agreement,

when implemented; will be an
increase of about 67 per cent
over the present cost 1o meet
the cost of salary and al-
lowances of the employces.
The corporation. at present,
spends Taka three crore yearly

for salary and allowances of -

some 5500 employees,

The Biman employees
started agitating from January
16 demanding removal of
anomalies from their pay scale
compared with the National
Pay Scale.

After a series of negotia-
tions, besides rallies pro-
cessions by the employees,
both the employees and man-
agement reached a consensus
to eliminate the anomalies
from the pay scale, The man-
agement also agreed to drasti-
cally revise three types of al-
lowances, given to Biman em-
ployees as a ‘special case.’

Official sources say, the air-
line carned a net profit of Taka
8.33 crore during the first

Sce Page 12 Col 8

Officlals said one person
was killed when police opened
fire as a mob attacked them. at
Khamar Marail School centre
in Betakapa union of Palashbari
upazila in Gaibandha district

Our correspondent how-
claimed two persons
were killed in the

Some 50 people were in-
Lu;ed in the gunfire and po-

-mob clashes, according to

ncy.

The district administration
said the trouble started when
election officials postponed
polling at the centre after
some supporters of a chairman
candidate tried to stuff ballot
boxes.

Shots fired
during strike
on DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Several shots were fired on
the Dhaka University campus
during the students strike
called by the Ganatantrik
Chhatra Oikya(GCO) Monday.

The shots fired in front of
the 'Arts Bullding’ of the DU
created panic among the
eral students and the sc
uled examinations could not bl:
held.

The call for the country-
wide student strike was given

See Page 12 Col 7

Islamic bomb posing threat, fears West

LONDON. Feb 3 : Western
specialist believe the race by
Iran and other [slamic nations

. to bulld the bomb poses the

most serious threat of spread-
nuclear weapons in the
post-Cold War era, reports AP,
They say North Korea and
india are II-I'D major nuclear
threats, and that the nuclear
arsenal of the former Soviet
Union, divided among four re-
publics. poses a potentially
greater danger to the world
now than it did during the
Cold War.
In the early 1960s, US offi-
cials feared massive nuclear
proliferation would produce

dozens of nuclear powers by

the turn of the century. said
Dr. Martin Navias. a lecturer in
the nt of War Studies

at King's College, University of
London.

About 40 to 45 nations
have attained the technical ca-
pability to develop nuclear
warheads, he said. "but the fact
is that very few countries have
succeeded in developing nu-
clear weapons.”

He said the declared nu-
clear powers — the United
States, the four Soviet re-
publics; Britain, France and
China — have been joined by
only four undeclared nuclear

states : [srael, South Africa,
India and Pakistan.

Navias gave two recasons:
Some nations with nuclear
potential decided it was not in
their interests to develop
weapons, and some who tried
found it more difficult than
anticipated.

With the Soviet collapse,
the possibility of buying ready-
made weapons or components
and the experts to put them
together, increases the likeli-
hood that new members will
join the nuclear club.

"The most frightening po-
tential ts — through the former
Soviet Central Asian republics,

into the Indian sub-continent.

into Indonesia,” said Paul
Beaver, publisher of Jane's
Defense Weckly.

Before the Gulf War, Iraq
had the most advanced nuclear
programme in the Arab world.
UN experts charged with dis-
mantling it discovered three
projects to make weapons
grade uranfum, but said suc-
cess remained several years
awery

Iraq's ability to run three
separate programmes proves,
Beaver said, that “if you throw
a lot of money at a project and
get the right people. you can
do anything."

The Iraqis remain a prob-
lem, Navias said, because they
might still be hiding nuclear
material and facilities.

"One of the things we
learned about | is thatf we
don't know how much we

don't know,” he said.

Navias and the other ex-
peris now see lran as a greater
short-term threat.

“It has the money and the
motive and the capability to
bulld a nuclear and missile
programme and to pay for the
people who are needed to do
it,” said Gary Milhollin. direc-
tor of the Wisconsin Project on

See Page 12 Col B

Voting was also put off at
two centres of Juhndipur
union in the same of
Gaibandha district after unto-
ward Incidents, Election
Commission said,

In Brahmanbaria, polling
was postponed at Panishar
High School centre in Sarail
upazila of Brahmanbaria dis-
trict when a group of miscre-
ants snatched 7 boxes in
a melee.

BDR fired three blank
shots to quell the poll violence
at the centre. local officials
and witnesses said.

In Chittagong, EC said, vot-
ing was put off at one centre of
Chadaha union in Satkania
L1

in Bogra, at least 25 people
were injured when supporters
of rival candidates clas in a

post-election encounter at

Gd:hhu:lh
The clash was a sequel to
Sunday’s incident when an un-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Countdown to

Shaheed Day

Star Report

The between March,
1948 — when East Pakistan's
chiel minister Khwaja
Nazimuddin agreed to stu-
dents’ demands to argue the
case jor making Bengall a state
language with the central gov-
ermnment — and Jan 19632,
turned out to be the before
the storm

It also turned out to be a
altenation

of the Muslim League govern-
ment from the people, from

exposed on January
when the same lhﬂjl
Nazimuddin, now the prime
minister of Pakistan. declared
at a public meeting at the
Paltan Maidan in Dhaka that

See Page 12 Col 6

Two flag meetings
with Myanmar

By Staff Correspondent

Border Commanders
of H-nq,ld.e‘::dund Myanmar
held simultaneous flag meeting
Monday 1o explore measures o
further defuse border tension
that had escalated since
December 21,

Officials in Cox's Bazar dis-
trict remched by wold
the Daily Star that two [iag
meetings between the border
securily forces of the two

neighbours took place at 12

They sald that the meeting
one held at Lembuchhari at
Natkhyangchhart Upaszila of
Bandarban district and another
at Gundum in Cox's Bazar, dis-
cussed possible steps o Im-
prove border situation.

The simultancous talks,
held at the company comman -
der level, lasted an average one
hour each, the officials said.

The detatls of the flag meet-
ings could not be avallable.

See Page 12 Col B

Tribals will hold
long march
towards Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent

A forum for in the
country's hilly districts have
decided to stage a long march
on the end of February to
protest the continued
and repression by the tri
lerrorists.

The platform. Chittagong
Hill Tracts National Coor-
dination and Peace Council,
will organise the march to the
capital with an estimated 10
thousand tribal citizens in
favour of peace and national
integrity, said a press release
Monday.

Council leaders in the press
release condemned Sunday's
bomb blast in ti hill
district that killed 14 people
and injured another 20.

In a secparate statement
Monday Ja Janata Party
Chief Shelkthfr- Asad also con-
demned the incident

UNB adds: Gana
Parishad Dhaka City Commi-

See Page 12 Col 3

Bangladesh University of

Engineering & Technology
 Dhaka, Bangladesh

Notice

It is notified for information of all

concerned that Convocation-1992 of

BUET (Third convocation) will be
held on 29th February, 1992 as per

changed schedule.

Programme of the Convocation will
be announced soon in the Dailies.

Controller of Examinations

Fax: 880-2-863046  Phone: 501436 (Off)

880-2-863026
D-96

501866 (Res)




