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66 school houses
declared
dilapidated
From Our Correspondent

Feb 2 : About 68 different
school houses in the district
were declared dilapidated by
the Education Ministry.

The decision had been
taken citing the example of
Jagannath Hall that
happened in 1985 w valu-
able lives of 35 students were
lost.

According to su con-
_ducted by hﬂlitmmpurt-
ment that 66 houses of
educational institutes declared
dilapidated. Of that, 37 are

. primary schools and 29
schools.

Offictal sources said, out of
the total dilapidated -school
houses, two primary schools
and ten high schools at Sadar
upazila, eight prlum{ schools
and three high schools at
Shaghata, six primary schools
and five high schools at
Sunderganj, two primary
schools and three high schools
at Palashbari, 15 prima
schools and seven high sc
at Gobindaganj, one primary
school and one high school at
Fuichari upazila.

It lllurm.m:u-r has yet
been taken to replace the

2 killed in fire,
Tk 30 lakh goods
gutted

From Our Correspondent
Feb 2: Wealth of about Taka

Fire were [rom Barisal and
Madarfpur districts rushed to
the spol and controlled the
devastating fire alter some

9 get life-term
for dacoity, murder

From Our Correspondent

Feb 2: Md Rafiqul lslam,
Additional District and Se-
ssions Judge, Mymensingh in a
judgement sentenced nine
persons 0 life-term for daceity
and murder recently.

The convicted persons are:
Fazulish, Dulal, Abdul Hassem,

The victims are living a
miscrable life as a result of
eroston, flood and cost of
ving. it » s

SYLHET

3.50 lakh pry
students get
free books

Feb 2: About 14,20 lakh text
books are being distributed
among students of 1184 pri-
mary schools in |11 upazilas of
the district, reports UNB.

According to official
sources, distribution of text
books has already been made
tlo government and non-gov-
ernment primary schools in
Biswanath, Jointapur, Guin-
ghat, Companigan), Jakiganj,
Beanibazar, Balaganj and
Kanaighat ;

After completion of distri-
bution of these books about
3.50 lakh primary student will
be benefited.

RANGAMATI

Arms recovered
from Shantibahini
hideouts

Feb 2: Security forces, in
last two days, recovered some
arms and ammunition from
hideouts of the outlawed
Shantibahini in Kayenda and
Mogban Mouzas of Sadar
upazila, sources said Friday,
reports UNB.

The captured arms inchude

one SMC, one SMG, two
and two detonators.

Besides, 170 rounds of

ammunition, some documents

related to insurgency were also

seized from the Shantibahini
hideouts, the sources added.

_ﬂ_AT‘EHIRA

Installation
ceremony held
From Our Correspondent

Feb 2: The installation cer-
emony of the newly elected of-
fice-bearers of Satkhira
Government College Students
Union was held at the college
premises recently.

Principal Nurul Alam, pres-
ident of the students union.
presided over the function
while Professor Nazmul Haq,
Chairman Jessore Board and
Professor A.H.M. Mohsin Al
Secretary, Jessore Board were
present as chiel and special
guests respectively.

Prof Anis Uddin Sardar,
Advocale Iftekhar AN,
Rabiul Islam, he will elected
Vice-President Abdul Kader
and Secretary Kazi Selim Reza
spoke on the occasion.

KURIGRAM

Press Club AGM
held
From Our Correspondent

Feb 2: Annual General
Mecting of local Press Club was
ended recently with a pledge

to work honestly.
Mojibar Rahman, Vice-
President of Kurigram Press

Club was in the chair, and
other who addressed on the

[ K M Samrat, Editor of
the ‘al weekly Dharla,
Shafiqul Islam Editor of the lo-
cal weekly Oonokatha,
Sahabuddin district corre-
spondent of the Banglar Bani,
Ma Rahman district corre-

o perform their duties per
fectly and honestly and not 1o
induige in personal interest
RANGPUR

27.072-meter
long canal to
be excavated

Feb 2: At leasit 484,208
metric tons of wheat have been
the district

Over 27,072 meter-long
canal will be excavated with
the allocation of the wheat.

According to official
sources, 4300 meler
canal from Shoigari beel to
Naliya river in Pirgan|
2512 meter long canal from
Hoankuti to Gorai in Kaunia
upazila, 2660 meter long
canal from Dushmaradob to
Bashmia in Pirgacha
11260 meter long from
Chetkll river to Mora Teesia in
Beder upazila and 8380
meter long ecanal from
Eidgapur to Sa r in

o upazila m be re-
excavated.

A spokesman of the district
admintstration said the work
would start soon.
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EDIBLE HERBS : The children are plucking edible herbs for consumption without knowing

the vitality.

— Star photo

IRRI-boro output target
may not be achieved

SYLHET, Feb 2 : The target
of IRRI-boro cultivation Lhro-
ugh out the Sylhet region may
not be achieved during the
current season due to different

problems.

Abnormal rise in the prices
of different kinds of chemical
fertilizers, non-availability of
High Yielding Variety of sceds
anomalies in distribution ol
agriculiural loans to the poor
and margin farmers are some
of the main causes.

Irregularitics in suppling
the irrigation equipmeni has
also attributed much to the si-

tuation, it is allcged.

it ts learmnt from an official
source thal an intensive pro-
had been taken up to

bring 3 lakh 50 thousand
hectares of land under IRRI-

boro cultivation in all the four
districts of the Greater Sylhet
region during the currenl sea-

The districis are -
Moulvibazar, Habiganj,
Sunamgan] and Sylhet. The to-
tal area includes. 1,97,987
hectares under the [igh
Yiclding Variety and the rest
1,53.055 hectares under the
local vartety.

The source further In-
formed that the total target of
paddy production had been
fixed at B.64,14]1 metric tons.
It ingludes, 6.34,972 metric
tons of High Yielding Variety
and the rest 2,590,160 metric
tons of the local ;

Abnormal rise In the prices

From Our Correspondent

of different chemical fertilizers
has pushed the poor farmers
to greal miseries. The supply
of High Yielding Variety of
seeds {8 also quite scanty, it is
alleged. These are not at all

available in the level of-
fices of BADC at prices.
In the open markets, these

are found selling at exorbitant
prices. It is learnt that the
r stock of seeds of the

rs even of the middle
class farmers had been ex-
hausted during the devastating

:

it may be mentioned here
that the t had with-
drawn the system of renting
the different irrigation equip-
among the [armers. Now,
these are to be sold out from
BADC. Only a very small num-
ber of big farmers would be
able to buy these, it is appre-

:

hended
The poor and marginal
farmers will have to buy water

the

Rise in the ol fuel will
also hit the z:‘:n in general,
agricultural

at all satisfactory. Though
there is allocation ol loans by
the different commercial
banks Including the
Bangladesh Krishi Bank, the
offictals and employees of the
branches in the remote areas
are not interested In disburs-
ing the loans to the farmers, it

3 get life-term

for murder

Three accused ns of a
sensational murder case of
Sylhet town were sentenced to
suffer imprisonment for life-
term and to a fine of Taku
5000 each in default of which
to suffer rigorous imprison-
ment for one year more by Mr
Binoy Kumar Bose, Additional
District and Session Judge,
Sylhet recently.

According to the prosecu-
tion case, Ayub Alf, Shahed Al
and Shamsuddin, the accused
persons of the case killed a
15-year-old school boy named
Khokan, son of one Sona Miah
of Kalbakhani area at Sylhet
town on December 12, 1989.

The brutal murder took place

at a place near the of
Hazrat Shahparan (R.A) about 5

A case in this connection

was registered with the police. | sources, he was an accomplice

After enquiry, chargesheet was
submitted against the accused
persons.

The court afler examining
the records and witnesses of
the case found the said :I'i:f
cused persons guilty under dil-
ferent sections and delivered
the aforesaid judgement.
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KURIGRAM : Sk Abu Bakar, Principal-in-Charge, local government college speaking at the
farewell reception which was accorded to Vice Principal of the college recently. -——Star photo

= e ——

Most divorce cases tak

==

place in rural areas

DINAJPUR. Feb 2 : More
than 50,000 divorces were
recorded during the last three
years in 23 upazilas of Greater

Dinajpur District

Non-payment of dowry.

the large scale divorces.

In most cases, women from
the lower class have become
the victims. Due to non-regis-
tration of marriages. the op-
pressed women do not get any

In cases of red mar-
riages, the divorced women
can approach to the courts for
measures against

From Our Correspondent

Now-a-days, most husbands
demand dowry after the mar-
riage and in some cases they
do not bother to oppress the
wives. Il the guardians fail to
fulfill the demands, they sim-
ply divoree the wile. In case of
registered marriages, they
would think of paying moho-
rana and other demands and
bear other consequences,

For registration of marriage
in rural arcas, the concerned

: "
r;nutrl, s chatrmen
and pﬂﬁm“ﬂd‘lln
wﬂ:lﬂeﬂ,ﬂuhﬁm.

Defying the government re-
striction, many people ol
farflung arcas of the villages
marry more than one without

registration. And as a re-
:‘um. they had w0 pay nothing
This class of people who are
influencial In the villages do
such works in collaboration
with the so called marriage
registers who have got no It
cenoes.
in the absence ol proper
steps, the rate of divorces
been increasing day by day.
The victims Mve at the mercy
of the unscrupulous people of

the villages.

Because of the poverty ol
the parents, the divoreed
women can not live with their
parents. They are o sall for
unknown destination for earn
ing livelithood

+ Notes from
- Feni

FENI, Feb 2 : International
Finance Investment and Com-
merce (IFIC) Bank Limited has
opened its branch at Islampur
road in the town here rec-
ently, reports UNB.

Deputy Commissioner of the
district Delwar Hossain inau-

urated the branch while

rector of the Bank MA Aga

Yusul was present on the occa-
sion as chiel

guest.
It is the 39th branch of the
bank in the town, official
sources sajd.

One gets 10-yr RI for
possessing arms

FENI Feb. 2 : A man has
been sentenced to 10 years'
rigorous imprisocnment for
posscasing unaulhorised arms
and fined Taka 10,000, in
default, to suffer one year
more, reports UNB,

The convicted Jafar Ahmed,
son of ldris Chowdhury of
Mahipal area of the town was
arrested in January last year
and police recovered one re-
volver and two rounds of bul-
lets from his possession.

Police after investigation
submitted charge-sheet againsi
him.

District Sub Judge Abdur
Rashid Mia, after examining
the evidences and records
awarded the punishment re-

cently.
Tk 450 lakh for nine
cyclone centres

Nine cyclone centres will
be constructed in Feni Sadar
upazila at a cost of Taka 4.50
lakh in the current fiscal year.

According to an official
source, each three-storey cen-
tre will have a community cen-
tre, a school and a health
complex. The project Is being
financed by the government of
Saudi Arabia.

Indian timber worth
Tk 60,000 seized

Police setzed a truck loaded
Indian timber worth
aboul Taka 60,000 and ar-
rested the driver from a saw
mill in the town recently.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion, police raided the saw mill
near at Comilla Bus Stand,
caught red-handed the drive
Kabir Ahmed and seized the
truck with 1000 feet timber.

A case was [filed with re-
spective police station in this
connection.

Accomplice of Jafar

Imam held

Police arrested Advocale
Kamaluddin former Union
Parishad Chairman of Gopal

' Unton in Chagalnia upazila on

charges of arson and murder.
According to police

in the two cases of murder and
arson filed against the former
Minister Jafar Imam.

Kamal was in the wanted
list and rounded up on
Thursday from a restaurant in
the town. Further investigation
is on.

One to die for
killing wife

BRAIIMANDBARIA, Feb 2
Disirict and Sessions Judge
here awarded Thursday death
penalty to a man in absentia for
kiling his wife, reports UND.

According lo courl sources,

Musa Miah of village Ponfout of |

Sadar upazila following a family
feud mercilessly beat his wife
Shartfa Khatun to death on
February 18, 1990.

A case was lodged with
Brahmanbaria police against
Musda Miah and his mother in
this econnection. Police after
investigation submitied charge

sheet t them.
The Judge after ex-
amining evidences and records

awarded the punishment and
acquitted co-accused Asia
Khatun, the mother of Musa
Miah of the charge.

Phonex chief
visits burn
hospital

KUSHTA, Feb 12 : Colonel
Bill Clark Collins, President of
Phonex International USA vis-
fted the first National Burn
Hospital now under consiruc-
tion at Alampur, eight miles
away from here, reports UNB.

He was accompanied
noted heart surgeon Dr.
Khan and Dr H-hm

o a ac-
corded to him at the hospital
site, Collins that the
hospital would be the biggest
of its kind In h“n:’hﬂ:.:u:
huge consignment
equipment for the hospital has
arrived at the Chittagong Port,
he said.

The consignment is worth
about 21 %U!ﬂdﬂlﬁﬂ.
equivalent o 8.40 crore.

The function was presided
over by Anwar All, Former
Poura Chatrman and addressed
among others by Dr SR Khan,
Dr Hasina Banu, Dr Moudud
Hossain Alamgir, Matiar Rah-
man Laltu, Secretary Oeneral
National Burn Soctety, Prel
Abul Ahsan Chowdhury.

It was rounded off lathi

LM“M“
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Tk 40.24 cr bank

loan outstanding,

2.465 cases filed

From Our Correspondent

RAJBARI, Feb 2 : A total of
2.465 certificate cases for the
recovery of bank loans of Taka
40 crore and 24 lakh through-
out the district has been filed
by the six commercial banks.

According to bank sources,
Bangladesh Krishi Bank,
Rajbari Branch has filed 500
cases for Taka 12 crore and 25
lakh, ni Bank 700 cases
for Taka 18 crore and 10 lakh,
Sonali Bank 300 cases for Taka
three crore, Janata Bank 200
cases for Taka 38 crore and
Pubali Bank has filed 768 cases
for Taka t#o crore and 15
lakh.

It can be mentioned here
that details about the dis-
bursed loans and it recovery
aflter the cases could not be
gathered till writing of this re-
port.
A total of 699 eriminal
cases were registered in four
police stations of the district
during last year.

According to
source, 61 persons were mur-
dered in the district during
the period.

The other recorded cases
ty-13. rob-
bery-6, burglary-28, theft-19,
rioting-127. riot with murder-
11, abduction-12, cattle lift-
ing-3, women trafficking-1,
smuggling-64, assult-1. and
other 367 cases were
recofded include 15 arms
cases,

Out of 4762 accused in dif-
ferent cases. 9589 persons
were arrested and alter inves-
tigation on 489 cases. The in-
vestigation officers submitted
chargeshect against 3901 per-
SONSs,

It is learnt that some cases
like dacoity. robbery, theft and

reliable

burglary were not recorded
with the police stations for the
reasons not known.

Nationalisation of
college demanded

The Ballakandi Degree
College of the district s in the
grip of manifold problems.

The college was established
on 6.75 acres of land in 1968
with the donation of the local
people and ardent endeavour
of late Principal Shahjahan
Chowdhury and local busi-
NEessman.

At present, there are 1233
students, 24 teachers and
seven other stafl in the :
The results of different exami-
nations are satisfactory. There
are arrangement, for both in-
door and outdoor games in the
college,

The college Hbrary has a
collection of over 5,000 books.
The meritorious and poor stu-
dents are provided with lodg-
ing and fAnancial help.

The college authority always
try to maintain congenial at-
mosphere to continue normal
studies.

Due to financial crisis, the
college authority is unable to
extend accommodation facility
to the increasing number of
students. The practical classes
are hampered for accommoda-
tion problem and shortage of
laboratory instruments. The
college also needs an audito-
rium for holdipng meetings and
seminars.

The local people demanded
the nationalisation of the col-
lege for extending educational
facilities to the increasing stu-
dents of the area.

Power supply erratic

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 2 : Regular
power fajlure and stoppage of
electricity supply for hours to-
gether in the district have
been creating much suflerings
both to domestic and Indus-
trial consumers.

It is learnt that loadsheding
continues mainly in the upazi-
las for about 18 hours every
day. Power supply is extended
to the areas at 10 p.m. and it
continues up to the next
morning in the u las of
Kazipur, Belkuchi, Chowhali
and Kawarkanda.

Even in Sirajganj lown,
power supply disruption is ob-
served frequently. Power fail-
ure at day time and first half ol
the night causing problems
mainly to the domestic con-
sumers, Power supply al mid-
night and after wards is almost
of no use.

Due to erratic r sup-
ply, production in small ard
large industries including local
Quami Jute Mills, cotton mills,
twisting mills, zari mills and
power looms in the district
have fallen much.

Irrigation to [RRI-boro

ficlds is also hampered duc to
power disruption. In rural ar-

eas of the upazilas, paddy fields
have turned sh due to

inadequate supply of electricity
lo these areas for irrigation.
While contacted, a source of
Sirajganj PDB told this corre-
spondent, that due to short
power supply from freed and
maintenance work on the lines

power supply can not kept
regular.

One Nurmahal (25), a
housewife and her minor son
of village Kuralia under Sadar

upazila have been missing
since January 2 and could not

be traced out even after three
weeks,

It is learnt that Nurmahal
was married to one Shahidul
Islam of village Kuralia about
seven years ago. She left her
husband's house for torture
about two . She was
again taken back her hus-

band.

On January 3, Shahidul
Islam told that
Nurmahal had the house

with the son. But the father of
Nurmahal contradicted the
statement and a FIR
with the Sirajganj Police
Station in this connection.

Cold storage needed _

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Feb 2 : Huge
quantity of agricultural prod-
ucts worth lakhs of Taka are

being damaged every year in
the 51!11'1{‘[ for want of coild

storage.

The agricultural products
which are being damaged for
want of cold storage include
potato, onfon, tomato, turm-

eric, green pepper and zinger.
For want of tion fa-

cility and fund crisis, the pro-
ducers of the above ural
products of four of the

district are compelled to sell
their products at a lower price
which sometimes stands less
than the production cost

The above mentioned per-
ishable items can not be trans-
ported to other places for

tion for want of trans-
. On the other

price would be much for
the higher transport fare. As a
result, the producers sell their
products at a lower price in
the local market as there Is no
storage facility, in the district.

It can be nwnuun?d here
that a large quantity ol potate,
onfon, lomato, turmeric and

n r remain unsold
fr: tt:;Fm perished lor
want of cold storage. The culll-
vators of these products be-
come disheartened and loss
the interest of cultivaling
these ucts,

Ewp;“d ,ah tract of
land in four upaszilas of the
district are brought under the
culttvation of potalo, onion,
tomato turmeric, and green
peeper and the production is
also sat .

It ts learnt that the gov-
ernment al present had neo
plan to establish a cold storage
in the district 1o extend stor-

age factlity, It is not possible
for any

ered.
The cultivators ol these

items have urged the conm-
cerned authorities to take ind-
tiative with a view to establish
a cold storage here for the

tion of the perishable

items which also can meet the



