It is perhaps most befitting that the observance
of the anniversary of our great language move-
of 1952 should now cover the whole month

rather than just the day of the 21st.
day

?

of course marks the dramatic tum of
when several of our students laid down
their lives to brutal police that galvanised
the movement to establish as our national

é

Over the years the month of February has more
and more acquired the character of celebration
rather than pure commemoration. And that's how
we moumn the deaths of mar-
far more important and dynamic
aspect of the movement's thrust to take the na-
tion forward that we celebrate today. February has
become the month that produces the highest
number of publications - novels. short stortes,
non-fictions and of course hundreds of books of

poem. It is as if the creative energy of the nation -

suddenly bursts out in a spontaneous surge that
rejuvenates and re-energizes our people. This
year the celebration of Ekushey has already got ofl
to a start with the poetry festival that began
in the city from the Ist of the month. This month
of celebration and commemoration of our
language movement will no doubt set into motion
a whole range of cultural activities that will intro-
duce to us new writers, poets, dramatists and
creative cultural activists. These new found tal-
ents will no doubt greatly enrich our cultural

scene in the coming year.

With all this creative surge and new works in
arts and literature, a feeling cannot be avoided
that there is hollow about it all. With a
literacy rate of 29 per cent claimed by the gov-
ermnment and far less claimed by those who are in
the fleld, with our quality of education on a steep
slide down, with a drop-out rate at the primary
level of nearly 80 per cent — all our talks of giving
due respect to our mother tongue are nothing but

empty words.

Government after government have played
politics with education. Ershad government's talk
of universalization of primary education, of
making girls' education upto class VIII free of
charge and making education available for all by
the year 2000 were more than political
slogans. The present nt has been more
realistic. Instead of biting more than it can chew,
it has taken a modest plan of ensuring primary
education in 64 villages in as many upazilas. It is
too soon to comment on how this particular move
will shape up, but the early indications — of unco-
ordinated move by various departments and the
phenomenon of the right hand not knowing what
the left hand is doing — do not speak of a well
thought out move.

Can we not mark this year's celebration and
commemoration of the Ekushey February by
adopting some actions plans? Is it not possible
that hundreds of organisations that participate in
the events, collectively take a decision to fight to
lower our {lliteracy rate? The role of the political
parties is particularly important in this regard.
Instead of competing with one another to expand
their armed strength, can’'t they compete on
eradicating illiteracy ? Let us see this year that
BNP, AL and other political parties publicly de-
clare that by Ekushey next year they will have
made so many villages free of the curse of {lliter-
acy. They can start with the villages where they
have won. Each political party can really show
their sincerity to the task of national develop-
ment and express genuine respect for the mar-
tyrs of the language movement by taking up this
challenge. Will they ? Enough of slogans, meet-
ings, hartals and vehicle burning — and more
than of enough of pontificating from decorated
pedestals. Let us see all joining hands in doing
some real work.
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Summit with a Difference

If the summit at a special UN Security Council
served any specific purpose, it was to provide
President Boris N Yeltsin of Russia a place in the
international field at the highest level. Cynics
would say that the other objective was to let
British Prime Minister John Major, who chaired
the meeting, get an additional limelight which

might stand him in good stead at the next
General Election in his country.

What else has the summit achieved? Not a
great deal, really. In fact, it has produced some
disappointments. Instead of putting the emphasis
on peaceful development, the summit ended with
a declaration of collective security for what
President George Bush called this "dangerous
world." What will this collective security offer ?
What kind of mechanism will it produce? Maybe
the world will have the necessary answers in due
course. However, Mr Yeltsin called for merging
the controversial US Strategic Defense Initiative
system with Russian technology to protect all
nations from nuclear attack with a global anti-
missile shield. At one stage, a sizable section of
the international community joined the former
Soviet Union in opposing the proposed "Star War”

programme of Washington. Moscow now sees it
differently. s

It seems the Russian President is determined
to woo the United States in order to gain

necessary concessions in the economic field. How
this will be seen by his republic and other
members of the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) remains to be observed.

It 1s a pity that the summit did not make a

in tackling some real problems in

the post-cold war era, from reconstruction of

newly-emerging democracies in the Eastern

Europe to problems in the Third World. If the

summit has really served any long-term issues, it
has escaped our attention.
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Halt the Drift in Planning a New

S a newspaperman, this writer gets pretty
nervous whenever he hears a Minisiter

for Iinformation In any developing coun-

try, like Bangladesh, talk aboul “objective
journaliam®. More often than not, it sounds ke

a warning signal,

This is because the concept offers a few
varfations. Its final test Mes In the way it s
practised rather than in the manner i is
preached. This alse means that even the most
well-meaning advocate of the concept may not
necessarily know how it is translated into
reality, with all its strength and weaknesses,
with the linguistic subtlety and professional

All this does not mean that Minister for
Information Nazmul Huda is not conversant with
his subject when he used the expression,
“objective journalism” at the parliament on
Thursday, while he presented what sounded like
the government's tentative plan on the devel-
opment of media. We say, “tentative” deltberately
in the hope that the Ministry will carry oul a
good deal of homework on all the fssues con-
cerned, in consultation with the cross-section of
the public, before Barrister Huda presents the
country, through the parllament, a blueprint of
‘s communication policy, covering
both the print media and the Radio/TV net-

the country

work, for a national debate.

Until we have gone through this process, it
will be a mistake for the authoritics, for Minister
Huda in particular, to announce any plan as such
"concerning the declaration of newspapers in a
bid to encourage objective journalism iIn the
country,” to quote from Lhe Minister's speech al
the parliament on Thursday, as reporied by

UNB.

In an integrated approach to media develop-
ment, there may well be a linkage between the
"declaration of a newspaper® and “objective
journalism®, although |, for one, would not know
where it Bes. It is just possible that in the new
proposed bill the declaration for a newspaper

would be given only to a person who is qualified

to be a dependabie editor, one who can promote
“objective journaltam®. But this is only my guesas.

lowever, there is no room for guess as o
what exactly lies behind “objective journalism”,
It is the professional training of the highest
order. However, 1o pul this training into effec-
tive use, a journalist needs a congenial political
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chimale, access 1o information to the govern-
ment and the private sector, editorial indepen-

Media Policy
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should be ready 10 deal with any threats posed
agninst any of these rights.

in other words, if the free media serves as a S0, when it comes lo promoting “objective
waichdog. it is the government which remains

the cusiodian of the rights enjoyed by the press.
in an ideal sttuation, the relationship be-

tween the press and the governnment should,

AND ABROAD.

Al the same Ume, i the authoritics judge the
freedom of the press, in its lotality, the place of
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thercfore, be as well-defined as posstbie. The
key 1o this relationship should be a measure of
understanding, especially where national devel-
opment 18 concerned, instead of mutual depen-
dence. It 18 this dependence which has dis-
orted the relationship of the press with the au-

Chinese Officials Push Family Planning as Crusade

Zhou Meiyue writes from Beijing

Since the early 1970s when China began to seek fewer
but better births, the world's most populous country
has averted over 200 million births. But that is not

many Chinese local
officials.

While family planning is a
state policy in China since
1979, it is called the "Number
One Job Under Heaven.”

ly out of the old con-
viction that even an upright ol-
ficial finds it hard to settle
family disputes and had better
stand aloof from them. few
decision-makers in the
Communist Party and govern-
ment would themselves in-
volved in family planning.

Now, the 200,000 full-time
family planning workers need
not feel lonely, as government
officials from high up down to
villages get involved in an
effort to stem population in a
country with one-fifth of the
world's peoples.

It probably started to re-
ceive multi-sectoral attentjon
when Jiang Zemin. general
secretary of the Communist
Party, and Premier Li Peng
convened in April, 1991 an
unprecedented, high-level fo-
rum on China's population
problem.

The forum followed the
1990 national census which
showed the mainland popula-
tion at 1.13 billon.

Today, at many places the
success of family planning has
been set as an important crite-
rion for appraising the work of
regional and local govern-
ments.

"The family planners no
longer have to put on a one-
man show.” says Peng Pelyun.
minister of the State Family
Planning Commission. "A num-
ber of departments; including
those of public health. educa-
tion, finance and f{nsurance,

! are cooperating with them to
. carry out the state policy.”

The state offictally encour-
ages a one-child family. and

offers attractive awards to

those who practice it — for
. example, priorfty in ho
Since the ecarly 1970s,

when China started to promote
family planning vigorously,

Sir, Of late, apart
ness in Dhaka has gained its
momentum as ent from
the amount of advertisements
the sponsors are putting up tn
the dailies. Each day at least
one new ad will attract
cyes as you browse through the
newspapers. The ads will focus
on attractive features of
their individual projects, In
terms of quality, [acilities and
services etlc. Bul do all these
promises are honestly met?
The answer best be given
by only those have the ex-
perience of buying this com-
modity or in other words, the
consumers of this product.

Recently, some of my close
friends and relatives have ac-
quired Lhis very prestigious
position. After mutual ex-
change of ideas and threadbare
discussions on the individual

nces, | have gol a very
substantial insight into the
whole business. Some of them
have narrated to me their
horrifying tales which would
have never surfaced otherwise,

The stories are awesome
and gruelling in some cascs.
These consumers have (n-
vested huge sums of money
from Taka 15 lakhs to

in purchasing these

ment busi-

Minister Peng claims the
country has averted over 200
million births.

With a population growth
rate of over 16 milllon annually
— equivalent to the population
of a medium-sized country —
and with another baby boom
scen in the next five years,
China’'s population situation
has been described by Premier
Li Peng as “very grim.”

Even If China succeeds in
holding the average population
growth rate below 1.25 per
cent over the next 10 years —
against the current 1.47 per
cent — about one-fourth of the
increased national income will
be consumed by population
growth.

Today, tap officlals in many
parts of the country are per-
sonally attending to family
planning work. laying equal
stress on it as well as eco-
nomic development.

In 1991, Governor We
Guanzheng of Jiangzi province,
southeast China. signed "family
planning contracts” with all 11

- administrative commissioners

and mayors.

Under the contract. the lo-
cal officials assumed responsi-
bility during their tenure for
encouraging late and
late birth and holding birth
ratcs and population growth
rates within certain limits.

Those who fail will be
dented promotion and awards.
Similar contracts have been
signed in Henan. Shaanxl.
Ningxia. Guangxi and several
other provinces and autono-
mous reglons.

Noting that pove and
indulgence tn births I:Krn go
hand in-hand, the provincial
government of Sichuan,
China's most populous pro-
vince with a pupufnl.lon nIPID?
million. successfully combined
[amily planning with projects
under the 7th Five-Year Plan
(1986- 1990).

“In allocating relief funds in
these arcas,” says Governor
Zhang Haoruo, “we prior-
ity to those households who
had taken measures on family
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apartments. The sponsor-
buflders of the a is did
in fact allure them with high
promises of best quality ma-
terials, finishings and fttings
with all the necessary support-
ing services. But In fact, once
the payment is made, the atu-
tude of these vendor-builders
do change dramatically.

As payments are made al a
time or on short-term Instal-
ments, the purchasers are left
with no chotee but to accept
what is deltvered to them, The
end product, {in mosl cases
that | encountered, did not
conform to the quality and
standard as promised in the
agreement or Lhe colourful

ures |
e o regulatory’ body
or organization existing in the
country and in absence of this,
the business is proliferating to
the very agony of those con-
sumers who had the very mis-
fortune of digesting the bad

Not that all the companies
involved in the business behave
the same way. There are of
course exceptions. But most of
them are prone to maximizing
their profit margin com-

promising on the ity and
standard

It is high time that some
controlling mechanism, legal
or administrative, was evolved
so Lhat in case of gross mis-

enough

planning and we helped them
draw plans to develop produc-
ton.”

By 1988, he says, 180.000
larmers in the provinee who
used to live in poverty began to

have enough for food and
well In”

clothing while doing
flamily planning. "Sichuan is
now ranking among China's
cight provinces and munici-
ities that claim the lowest
rtility rate.” the governor

To soothe the traditional
anxicty to ratse sons lo provide
for one's old age, especially in
rural areas. Sichuan and sev-
eral other provinces have
sponsored "serial family plan-

insurances” that cover the
only-child and juvenile insur-
ance, insurance for safety ol
birth control operations and
insurance for the old age.

“The system favours the

healthy growth of sole children
and ensures to their parents,
with or without sons. a
secured life when they turn
old.” says governor Zhang. It
has to some extent reduced
the reluctance to have only one
child for one couple.”

The family planning efforts
have also joined in the Hteracy
campaign among China's 180
million {lliterates, of whom
more than B0 per cent Mve In
the countryside. The farmers
learn to read and write as well

as population issues and birth
control measures.

Meanwhile. according to
the State Family Planning
Commission, 2.203 out of
China's 2.392 countries have
set up family planning service
centres which have involved a
total investment of 557 million
yuan (some US$100 million).
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Road needs repair

Sir, The approach rvad to
Darus Salam Shahi Mosque at
Kallaynpur from Mirpur Road
opposite Bangladesh Radio
Transmission Station has long
been remaining in deplorable
condition. The road leading to
Darus Salam Shahi Mosque is
kutcha. The devotees from
Kallaynpur. Shaymali, Darus
Salam. Technical School and
nearby arcas have been facing
great difficulties for lack of re-
construction of the approach
road into a pucca one. This is
the only road that leads to the
said mosque. The residents in
and around the uec area
especially at Darus Salam
where hub of modern posh
bulldings and flats have come
up over the recent years are
worst victims as well since
they cannot commute the road

offer their prayers in mon-
soon season. Meanwhile, a
number of NGO offices have
also been set up there.

Will the authorities do the
needful to show respects to
the devotees and other taxpay-
ers’ rights?

M A Rub
Darus Salam, Mirpur, Dhaka.

he centres give lectures to
farmers on population problem
and provide technical scrvices
and advice on maternity and
child care,

After a successful ptlot pro-
ject jointly sponsored by the
UN Population Fund (UNFPA)
and China's State Education
Commission in Hunan province

in 1989, China s cooperating
with UNFPA in a larger popu
lation education programme.
The p . running from
the l:g through | . In
expected to enhance farmers’
consciousness of population
gggcnn through lectures in
rural adult schools in 26

out of the country's 3|
provinees and autonomous re-

Efforts in family planning
appear to be fruitful. The State
Family Planning Commission’s
statistics indicate that more
than 34 millon married cou-
ples — double the figure of six
years ago — have swom Lo rear

OPINION

Jean Monnet. a French po-
litical economist and states-
man visualized a European
Federation that would cooper-
ale 1o maintain peace, stability
and security. Monnet believed
that closer economic tles
would lead to closer political
ties — a na which has
been evolving in Western
Europe. In December 1991, 12
EC leaders met in Maastricht
and agreed to a greater coop-
cration in economic, social,
foreign. security and monetary
issues. The landmark agree-
ment amends the 1957 Treaty
of Rome. With its political di-
mensions ex ed. the EC
(340 million people) is the in-
dustrialised world's largest
single market. It provides
stability during a time of polit-
ical. economic and social tur-
moil in the USSR and Eastern
Europe. Although the key is-
sues remain to be dealt with,
the EC member nations agreed
to cooperate on (a)
Implementing a single cur-
rency denomination, the ECU
(European Currency Unit) by
1999 latest. (b) Coordinating
foreign and security policies.
An EC defence pillar would
provide a “bridge” between
NATO and the EC. [c) There
would be greater cooperation
in social issues such as estab-
lishing common labour poli-
cies on which concessions
were granted to Great Britain.
{d) There would be greater co-
operation to establish a
European Union. where a cit-
zen of the EC would be allowed
to vote regardless of where the
citizen lived.

A monctary unfon and sin-
gle currency were the -
est achievements of the
Maastricht agreement. After
years of debate, the Economic
Community established a crite-
rion for implementing the
ECU, as early as Jan |, 1997,
At least seven EC nations
would have to meet the crite-
rion, otherwise the implemen-
tation of the ECU would be
delayed till 1999. At this
point EEC members, that are
able to, will implement the
ECU, Countries unable to {m-
plement the ECU by 1999, will
do so as their economic per-
formance {improves. An
European Mone Institute
(EMI) will by established in
1994, assuming powers of the
community’'s central bank.
Britain and Denmark were
however granted concessions
in this regard. To “guard
Britain's sovereignty”, John
Major insisted that British
Parllament would be allowed to
vote on the implementation of
the ECU, For the ECU to be

apparatus

Faisal M Rahman

implemented in Denmark. the
Danish Constitution requires
the government to have the
popular support of the pecople
on the issue. Other EEC na-
tions may implement the cur-
rency as soon as EEC guide-
lines are met.

Total government debt
must not exceed 60% of the
GDP. L deficits must not
exceed 3% of the GDP and
countries must remain within
the narrow brand exchange
rate mechanism of the
Euro Monetary System
(EMS) for at least two years

before implementing the ECU.
Nations must also be within

requirements. Other European
nations must adopt strong fis-
cal measures for implementa-
tion of the ECU. The average
EC unemp rate is 10%
and considerably higher in
Spain, Greece and' [reland. In
these countries EC mea-
sure will be unpopular. This
however leads to prospect
of a "two tier Europe”. There
may be a growing disparity be-
tween the wealthier northern
European industrialized na-
tions and poorer less devel-
oped countries of Southern
Europe. Countries unable or
unwilling to implement the
ECU (e.g. Britain), will face
problems of currency instabil-
ity. higher interest rate, and
other economic problems. The
wealthier EC members have
established a cohesion fund,
p 818 billon or more
to help the comparatively
poorer countries of Eurbpe to
develop their transportation
structure, environmental
clean-up and other projects.
Countries like Spain, which
initially threate to boycott
the Maastricht Summit unless
their demands were met. were
satisfied with the outcome.

Frustrated by the divided
stance of the EEC during the

Gulf and Yugoslav crisis. EEC

Delores de-
scribed Brussel's foreign policy
as "organized
schizophrenia®. He called for
streamlind procedures (o
coordinate foreign and secu-
rity policies. The EEC mem-
bers rejected the French sug

nt

policy initiatives on a

ty basis. They chose to
implement these initiatives
on the basis of . The
Western European Union
(WEU], a 9 -member EEC
group, will work in ceordina-

|

dane
Maastricht Summit. Industrial
health, environmental and ed- |
ucational issues were also in-
cluded
agreements. The EEC nations
agreed to cooperate on social
issues ranging from political
asylum to
" Euro
nental
force. i1s organized to fight
narcotics and
The EEC parliament
granted the
not formulate laws for EEC
countries.

only one child in thetr Hetime.
In addition. 150 millon mar-
ried couples of fertile age. or
B0 per cent of the total, have
hild e R
child rate J
m.nmmm:‘m:u
per cent in | 989
"We will further

a better job in securing fewer
but better births.® Mr Peng

“An effective and success-
:]liunly

will not only serve China's
modernisation drive but also
contribute to the solution of

United States of Europe !

tion with NATO. Greece will be
invited to
date and Turkey will be al-
lowed 0 participate as a non-
me mber.

join WEU on a later

Brussels also gained mun-
powers for the

in the Maastricht

immigration policies.
pol. an embryo of a conti-
intelligence police

crime.
was
right to veto but

The Maastricht Summit

threatened to collapse on the
mii.tt:r of coordinating
policies. Labour policies would
include
..m:m wage levels, dismissals
sultation. John
Tory party has been to
over the last decadé. Major
feared that labour
would increase u

Low muntrmmm
Portu
that minimum wage regula-
tions would curtail their com-
petitiveness. It was left to the

labour
agreements on mini-

t of union con-
Major and his

in tain
regulations

and Greece feared i

German Chancellor, Helmut
Kohl to formulate a compro-
mise. EC countries signed on
agreement to coordinate
labour policies, which would
not be in Britain.
Britain gained a further con-
cession where the word fed-
eral was removed from the fi-
nal accord and replaced with
"an even closer unjon.”

a financial
Germany, a di
needed to remove fears of the




