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| BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you fto Try our Beautifully
prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD In the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Hasina returns

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
returned home Sunday night
from Singapore. Hasina left
Dhaka on January 15 to see
her ailing brother-in-law; Prof.
Shafique Sidiqui, now under
treatment at Singapore
National University hospital.

reports UNB.

ALPP meet held

A meeting of the Awami
League Parllamentary Party was
held Sunday at the Sa
Bhaban conference room of the
Opposition Leader. Deputy Lea-
der of Opposition Abdus Samad
Azad presided over the mee-
ting which discussed the
crucial Indemnity Ordinance
(Repeal) Bill. The was
adjourned till 11 am today

(Monday). reports UNB.

2 women rescued

Police rescued two women
from captivity and arrested the
kidnapper alias An-
warul from Haru Chawra village
of CGangachara thana under

pur district Thursday.
Bhrimdn was & house tutor at
a residence at section 10 of

Mirpur here. He took out Rezia
Khatun and Rina Begum of that
residence on January 17 on a
plea for a trip to Rangpur.
Shahjada confined the ladies
and demanded a ransom, re-

ports BSS.

New NSC chief

The government has ap
r:lntul the State Minister rr.-r
outh and Sports as the Chair-

man of the National Sports
Council. The a tment will
;cﬁbcuw . reports
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cted : Hartal called to protest massacre

CHITTAGONG, Feb 2: A

hilly river in
trict this afternoon killing 14

;opl: and injuring another

Officials said that the time-
set explosive suspected to have
been ted by tribal terror-
ists blew off part of ML Akhter
killing 10 tribals and a non-
tribal on board.

Three others died later at
the Chittagong Combined

Mili Hospital after being
hited helicopter from the

spot along the Kachalong river

near Mahillah village In
Langadu upazila. some 30
kilometers ti town.

The motorlaunch,
about 50 passengers, from
Marishya in hhari up-
azila of the hilly district was
bound for tl town.

The dead included seven
children.

The seven injured, also air-
ltfted to the Chittagong CMH,

From Staff Correspondent

were under, treatment while
another 13 passengers injured
in the blast were admitled 0
the Rabitat Hospital in Langadu
up-llnhudq!unrrl
The tnjured admitied to the
CMH were identified as Abu
Bakar Siddiqui (31). Abdul
Hamid (44). Abu Hossain {10).
Ishaq Mia (35}, Santosh Kanti
Das (30) and Mithun (10)
Another person could not be
identified.
The injured at the Rabitat
Hospital -included Jasmine
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Bangladesh Bank Annual Report

Economists take
forecast with a

grain of salt

By Mahfuz Ullah

Despite forecasts of bright
prospects for the current fi-
nl:mulmr by the Bangladesh
Bank, ing economists ol
the country have expressed

mism about the general
th of the economy.

The forecasts came in the
annual report of the
Bangladesh Bank for the year
1990-91 released to the press
yesterday (Sunday). :

The bank's report predicts
‘in view of the present socio-
economic situation, it can be
expected that the process of
economic development will
accelerate during 199]-92
provided the inflow of fore
assistance and weather co

~{ tons remain favourabie.: M'

result of all-out efforts to aug-
ment agricultural production
and measures taken to estab-
lish a market-oriented econ-
omy there is every likelihood
that economic activities will
expand further during 1991-
92.

In a review of the preceding
year, the report says the econ-
omy of the country faced ad-
verse situation due to the Gull
War, internal political unrest
and unprecedented natural
disasters. Nevertheless. the
report says, ‘with the restora-
tion of political stability in the
country through free and fair
elections. overall economic
activities gathered moumen-
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(12). Sathia (8). Pritijay
Chakma (16), a BSCIC em-
ployee Lal Mia (35) and his
eight -year-old daughter Lili.

The bodies of 11 victims of
the worst bomb blast in I:ht
recent past were brou to
the Langadu upazila r-
ters and later shifted to the lo-
cal military base. The bodies
would be sent to the
Rangamati hospital tomorrow
for au . offictals said.

Ten tri victims could not
be tdentified while the non-

tribal passenger was Ripon
Kumar Das. a resident of
a Bazar.

High ctvil and military offi-
cials visited the spot.

UNB adds: The brutal act of
the subversives sparked a wave
of protests such as demonstra-
tion. lmunch strike and hartal
in the hill district Monday.

An all-party protest meeting
held in Rangamati town
Sunday afiernoun condemned
the massacre and called for a
half-day hartal in the district

—— ———

14 killed as blast blows off launch

Monday .

The Bangalee Pahari Cana
Parishad and the Islami
Chhatra and Juba Sena
out two processions in
town protesting the incident.
They also called for observing
"mourning day~ tomorrow
(Monday).

Launch owners and workers
associations jeintly called lor
an ' indefinite launch strike in
all routes from Rangamati,
drm.lndinu proper investiga-
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Three units of ﬁrn*ﬁ hters — from Narayanganj, Hajiganj and Demra— putting out fire that g‘utud a waste cotton

c-wRrdona o Prigne W! Mill at N'emra yesterdav sfterncon.

~mar Saturday ordered

“Myanmar orders sending

Rohingya rebels to
firing squads

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 2: Myan-
its
troops to step up action
against the insurgents inside
the territory after a govern-
ment-set deadline for surren-
der had expired January 31.

Reports from across the
border Sunday said that the
military commander of Rak-
haine (formerly Arakan pro-
vince] Major General Myo Nunt
during a visit to Busidong
' military station Saturday or-
dered to intensify mﬂltnr}'
campaign against the pro-
de activists,

Addressing the troops, he
also ordered to set up 'firing
squads' to punish the rebels,
according to the reports.

The reports add that no
member of any rebel group laid

down their arms inside
Rakhaine to respond to the
authority’s offer t ended on
January 31.

The reports say that pro-
democracy movement be
erystalise in the khaine
province with of street
protests at several township.

Hundreds of students and
people led by All Burma
Students Front took to the
streets of Akiyab town Saturday
and Sunday to protest military
repression.

Rohingya Welfare Associa-
tion Joint Secretary Nazrul
Jslam says that at least 50
people were injured as troops
opened fire on the agitati
marchers on the streéts o

Akiyab, during the past two
days.

The local SLORC authorities
also sacked 15 Muslim
Rohingya teachers of Akiyab
College and other edu:aunna!
institutions 1in Mongdu,
Busidong and Rachidong town-

ships, he said.
Meanwhile, a record num-
ber of ref crossed Bang-

ladesh border and took shel-
ters at different bordering
villages in Cox's Bazar district.
According to a tally, some
2500 arrived Bangla-
desh after intensified military
repression in Myanmar
territory since Saturday.

Yangon gets
arms from
Beijing
By Staff Correspondent

MYANMAR (Burma) has
been recetving a steady flow of
arms from China in the past
two months, according to the
Hong Kong-based newsweekly
Far Eastern Economic Review.

The weekly, in its January
30 issue, said that 23 Chinese
army trucks loaded with small
arms and assorted military
equipment crossed into
Myanmar's Panghsai-Kyuhkok
town Dec 25 last year.

Another 40 trucks followed
in the first week of January

See Page 12 Col 6

Directive to settle
property disputes
of the displaced
from India

The Land Ministry has is-
sued a directive to the Deputy
Commissioners to scttle all the
undisputed property within
three months to alleviate the
hardship of displaced families
from India ltving in Bang-
ladesh, reports BSS.

The government in a hand-
out advised the displaced fami-
lies from India in Bangladcﬁh
to coritact the respective
Deputy Commissioners or
Additional Deputy Commissi-
oners (revenue) for proper

settlement of their cases
relating te exchange of
property.

The handout said that the
government has observed that
these displayed families have
exchanged documents of
property before September 6,
1965 with those leaving
Bangladesh (the then East
Pakistan) and applied to the
district administration for reg-
ularisation of the exchanges
but large number of them are
still awaiting settlement.

To mitigate the hardships
of the displayed families re-
garding cxchnnﬁe: of their
property the Land Ministry on
December 21 last year di-
rected the Deputy Commi-
ssioners to settle all those
undisputed cases within three
months.,

The handout said the dis-
puted cases should be settled
within six months and if nec-
essary registration should be
completed.

¢ handout sald camps
cquld be set up at upazila level

Sce Page 12 Col 8
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| on the flows of
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Water talks : Indlans term
tha data ticklish

A new Information ex-
change and verification system
the rivers
Meghna and Brahmaputra will
be initiated between Bang-
ladesh and India from March
this year.

This was disclosed at a joint
press briefing Sunday ﬁ:l]lmldng
the day-long Indo- I':'la
secretary-level meeting on i.hl:
water-sharing of the common
rivers held at the Sonargaon
Hotel

The fve-member Indian
delegation to the talks was led
by the Indian Water resources
Secretary Dr. Madhab Anand
Chitale while the Seven-mem-
ber homeside was led by the
Secretary. Ministry of Irri-
gation. Water Resources and
Flood Control. M Asafuddowla.

Leaders of the two delega-
tions said that the discussions,
held for about four hours in
two sessions, centered on four
comunon rivers — the Ganges,
Meghna. Brahmaputra and
Teesta.

They pointed out that there
ty in the data.
collected by each side, on the
flow of water in the rivers,
Ganges and Teesta.

However,th noted that
the dependability an the data
of the flow of the rivers,
Meghna and Brahmaputra,
came into sharp focus at the
meeung.

Describing it as a "tickish
issue”, the leader of the Indian
team said that the problems of
dependability on the data on
the two rivers prevented both

By Staff Correspondent

sides from arriving at any con-
clusion.

Dr Chitale said that a basic
agreement between the two
countries had been reached at
the meeting to exchange data
on the flow of the two rivers at
regular intervals starting
March 1. Cross-checking of in-
formation will also be allowed
under the arrangement. he
added.

“In this way the elements of
discrepancies in the data will
not arise repeatedly in future
talks on the issue.” Dr. Chitale
noted. He said that an annual
report will be prepared at the
culmination of the joint exer-
cise alter completion of one

hydrological year from July to
June

In addition, he added, a
similar station will be set up
on the Indian side to monitor
the flow of the river Teesla
and the Bangladesh side will
also have ‘free access' to the
information gathered.

He pointed out that both of
these initiatives had been fi-
nalised at the meeting to un-
dertake 'ground action’.

Secretary Asafuddowla told
newsmen that the discussions
covered a range of issues on
the common rivers with both
sides pointing out their re-
spective problems.

"We did communicate our
problems arising out of the
water—shortages due to the
withdrawal by India.” he said
adding "the solution lies en-
tirely in the hands of India as

Bangladesh has not created the
problem.”

Referring to the unilateral
withdrawal of Ganges waters at
Farakka by India, Asafuddowla
said, "We cannot give up our
right to the flow of water of
the international river."

Noting that for the timebe-
ing interimn water sharing ar-
rangements could be reached,
he added, "But ultimately we
want our rights restored.”

The Bangladesh official,
while rep to a question,
said that the absence of a for-
mal arrangement on water
sharing since 1988 was not a

“very desirable” to Bangladesh.

He was optimistic that a
"fresh chapter of cooperation”
could be started between the
two nations to resolve the wa-
ter-sharing problems. He said
that he got a 'positive re-
sponse’ from his Indian coun-
terpart who assured him of
referring the Bangladesh view-
point to his government.

However, Asafuddowla no-
ted that a lot of political
goodwill would be needed to
solve the problems.

The secretary-level talks.
the sixth in the serfes. ended
with a decisfon to report back
to respective governments. A
joint press release on the
mecting is expected to be is-
sued today before the Indian
delegation leaves for home.

A ministerial-level Joint
Rivers Commission meeting
will be held in New Delhi next
month.

UP polls: DC’s office gheraoed, over 50 held on

in at least one cen-

was postponed yesterday
Iaum:lay’_l the 10th day of the
union parishad elections, re-

ports UNB.
incidents,

few s

elections were held more or
less' peacefully yesterday in
176 unions of 21 upazila in 20
districts, Election Commission
sources said.

With this elections were
completed in 2,874 out of
3,809 unions.

Polling was postponed at a
centre in Jagadishpur union in
Chougacha upazila of Jessore

district yes following a
clash between supporters

of a UP chairman candidate

and the police
Wﬂmnﬂdmdﬂ+

\Fnl.lng

trict election control room
sources said the clash ensued
following exchange of words
between on duty police per-
sonnel and a chairman candi-
date of the union at Marua
Government Primary School
centre,

Later. the situation deterio-
rated as the sup rs of the
chairman candidate pelted
stone at the cops. At one !
the mob tried to set fire :;ls:c
polling centre but was chased
away police. Several people
received minor injuries in the
melee.

The Presiding Officer post-
poned polling in the centre as
the situation went out of his
control, the sources said.

A Lalmonirhat report said.

of the district J

about 5 to 7 thousand people
gheraoed the Deputy Commi-
ssioner's office yesterday
protesting the arrest of a union
parishad election candidate.
Police arrested Ramzan All
Master, a UP election candi-
date of Shaptibari union of
Adttmari u of the district
Saturday for allegedly casting
false votes. He is also the pres-
ident of the u unit of
Jatiya and Vice President
atiya Party.
Submitting a memorandum

to the Deputy Commissioner
the agitated protesters de-
manded fate release of

Ramzan A Master.

Jatitya Party activists called a
half-day hartal in Aditmart up-
azila headquarters today

protesting the arrest of
Ramzan.

In Chandpur, more than 50
people including a chairman
candidate were arrested Sun-
day from Kadla union for
creating troubles following the
union parishad polls on
Saturday, police said.

Witnesses and poliee said
about a thousand strong people
demonstrated in front of
Kachua police station demand-
ing release of two persons ar-
rested earlier and pelted
stones resulting in injuries to
several inmates of the thana.

A strong force of BDR and
police from the adjacent
Shahrasti police station rushed
to Kachua and resorted to

blank fire and lathicharge to

disperse the mob. About 100
prople were injured in the po-
lice action. witnesses said.

The arrests include Delwar
Hossain Patwari, chairman
candidate of Sahadevpur union
and Abul Bashar, a member
candidate of Kadla union.

A Jamalpur report adds :
Police on duty at a polling cen-
tre in Sharishabar! upazila
folled an attempt to disrupt
the election results Saturday
midnight.

A group of youngmen at-
tacked Satpoa Union polling
centre at Char Sharishabart at
around 12 mid night and tried
to snatch away the ballot boxes.

During the clash a police of-
ficer, Belayat Hossain, Sub-
Inspector of Sharishabart up-

10th day

azila was seriously injured, He
was rushed to the upazila
health complex but later trans-
ferred to police hospital in
Dhaka as his condition got
critical, hospital sources :
Police arrested four .
in this connection ﬁn:nti":

spot.

Opponents of Joinal Abedin,

the elected chairmen of Satpoa

Union, unable to win in the
three other centres allegedly
attempted o suspend the
election In the union. The at-
tack was conducted when the
officials were counting the
voles,

Polling will be held toda
(Monday) in 309 unions of
upazila in 34 distriets.

- centuries by people
. | tronised other

| as Sanskrit, Palll, Perstan and
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Countdown to

shaheed Day

By Staff Correspondent

Mubhammad Ali

Whatever Jinnah's an-
nouncement have meant
to the Punjabis; Pathans,
Baluchis and Sindhis. none of
whose mother tongue is Urdu,
the Bengalees refused to take
it lying down.

The very fact that Urdu, a
language native to North India
but not to part of Pakistan. had
to be imposed on all parts of
the new state, exposed an
essential weakness, to put it
mildly. behind the logic of its
creation.

More importantly, the sinis-
ter implications of Jinnah's
declaration were not lost on
the student community and
the emerging intelligentsia of
East Bengal, where nearly 100
per cent of the people had
preserved, nurtured and en-
riched their mother tongue

- English at various stages.

Back in the 15th century, a
wily [talian named
Nicolo Mac i had pro-
vided some valuable advice to
Prince Lorenzo of Renalssance
Florence on how to deal with

conquered people had a lan-

. guage. culture and of
their own. then it would be
very difficult to keep them un-

der rule. The solution, he sug-
gested, was o utterly destroy
thetr language and culture and
erase from their collective
memory and vestiges of their
own ry.
in other words, make them
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Withdrawal of ban
on wet blue

leather resented |

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Finished
Leather Ex ' Association
(BFLEA) on Sunday resented
the government decision to lift
ban on export of wet blue
leather till December and said
the finished leather units
would be severe crisis of
raw materials due to this deci-
slon.

The association said ban on
wet blue leather export was
imposed on 1990 mainly to
earn higher foreign
by exporting finished .'ﬂ
crushed leather. Instead, the
association observed, if export
of wet blue resumes, the fin-
ished leather units set up at
the cost of Taka 300 crore
would be laid off. it added that
the country would also lose
about Taka 500 crore in for-
eign currency annually.

The association further ob-
served that the lifting of ban
would reverse the develop-
ment of the finished leather
sector as it would become un-
competitive in the global mar-
ket due to lack of raw materi-
als. :

It said the ban on wet blue
was not imposed suddenly:
rather, it was decided in 1987
by the government after dis-
cussing the issue with con-
cerned rs.

The association urged the
g::mmcnt to reconsider its

n on lifting the ban on
wet blue leather.

Help consolidate
democracy, PM
urges MPs

Prime Minister Be
Khaleda Zia Sunday
upon the nt members
to both Tr and
Opposition benches to help

mnmldlle&ﬂuu’lnth

.reports BSS.
She was speaking at the
prize giving ceremony of the
indoor spérts co n of
Parlament Members Club in

the club premises here Sunday
evening.

Speaker Shaikh
Al{, who is also the Chiefl
Adviser to the club, Chief
and President of the: el
Khondakar Delwar Hossain and

L o

. also spoke

on the occaston.
Begum Zia, who is also the
chief patron of the club, said,
"We must weork her

give parliamentary
See Page 12 Col 6



