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Pathological indifference
to pathology

Pathology occupies a very
vital position in the fleld of
medical science. Proper diag-
nosis, monitoring of treat-
ment. research in the medical
field. etc depend largely on
gnulm- pathological reports.

ence pathological laborato-
ries constitute an essential ad-
junct to a country's medical

According to Informed
sources, there are 119 regis-
tered pathological laboratories
of which about 91 are in the
Dhaka city. Besides these. it is
estimated that there are more
than 300 unregistered ones
Knowledgeable sources said
these laboratories may be di-
vided into three categories:
the first category is operated
by specialist pathologists, the
sccond category by ordinary
doctors doing pathological
work, and the third category
entirely by non-professionals.
The second and the third cat-
egories are alleged to be
mainly responsible for sub-
standard and unrellable per-
formance.

The directorate of health
services s the competent au-
thority to L registration on
an annual is to such bodies.
Belore granting registration,
the directorate needs to In-
spect the accommodation,
equipment and personnel
manning the laboratorfes, but
it is understood that such in-
spection, If done, is mostly
perfunctory or non-existent.

In the case of renewal of
such registration also, no In-
spection is generally held.
There are also at present no
rules regulating the various
aspects of administration and
control of these labs. In 1982,

the Medical Practice amnd
Private Clinics and
Laboratories (Regulation)
Ordinance was promulgated,

prescribing charges for differ-
ent kinds of tests. Though the
ordinance is still in force. the

{ prescribed charges have since

been increased manifold as the
owners of the labs decide. At
present, these is no control on
such arbitrary Increase In
charges. It is learnt that, again
sometime in 1988, an attempt
was made through appoint-
ment of a committee to frame

By A S M Nurunnabi

l.pprnprl.-lt rules for such
purposes. The attempt ulti-
malely bore no result

Because of the existence of
a large number of Incompetent
and ill-qualified persopnel in
many laboratories without
proper equipment, tmrﬂunhty
of pathological tests conducted
by these laboratories leaves
much, scope for doubt In the
opinion of some conscientious
and dedicated pathologists,
the state of affairs in the field
of practice of pathology is far
from the tdeal in terms of
ethics. They feel that lack of
assurance of quality tests,
splitting of fees and unneces-
sary investigations are some ol
examples of unethical prac-
tices. As a result, public suffer-
ing and cost of medical cure
are multiplying.

In course of my recent dis-
cussion with a leading patholo-
gist of the city about the exist-
ing problems and scope for
improvement in this field, cer-
tain important points were
made by him.

According to him, 1t will
not be unwise to accept the
fact that doubts in the public
mind about pathology reports
have some basis. The root of
these doubts may be traced to
the fact that non-doctor labo-
ratory technicians are taken to
be as good as properly quali-
fied technicians. What is nec-
essary for these quacks is to

_ have a microscope only. This

group of people forms the ma-
jority who are providing patho-
logical service to the country.
The adverse criticism encoun-
tered so often is based in most
cases on the reports given by
these non-pathologists or
technicians passing for pathol-
ogists.

A delicate matter was also
mentioned. Very often ft is
heard that pathologists in col-
lusion with practising physi-
clans perform pathology tests
on commission basis. that is,
doing trade blatantly on human
tragedy, leaving aside medical
ethics. According to him, it
cannot be altogether denied
that the assumption may be
partially true, In some cases

some under-hand arrange-
ments may exist between
pathologists and clinician

physicians. In his opinfon, re-

sistance to such malpractices
may be possible Il patients
themselves take some initia-
tive. The proper thing should
be to identily honest. compe-

tent. and dedicated patholo

gists. and entrust them with
the responsibility of pathologi

cal investigation, if needed. If
their physicians insist other-
wise, they should protest. Here
it is alleged that the patients
face problems. If the tests as
indicated by the physicians are
conducted at places other than
those recommended by the
physicians. such pathological
reports are often not enter-
tathed by them and the pa-
tients are forced to go to the
recommended labs. The split-
ting of fees in such cases is al-
leged. but the patients, being
the weaker party. have no op-
tion but to surrender.

There 1is also another
aspecl. Some labs claim that
the tests made by them are
done through computer mech-
anism. It {s understood that
such compulerised tesls are
rarely done, and, in most
cascs, the usual cholorometical
procedure is followed.

Even il the pathologists are
competent enough and other
factors are right, it is felt that
there may appear some differ-
ence in the results of two or
more labs. If the difference is
not more than [ive percent. it
is generally accepted. It is un-
derstood that in advanced
countries there are reference
labs for review of cases where
discrepancies are wide. Such
facility does not exist in our

. country.

It is generally agreed that
the present unfortunate state
of laboratory aflairs cannot be
remedied at one stroke.
Nonetheless, a sustained effort
in the right direction is con-
sidered to be essential. In this
context, it is felt that in cer-
lain areas government inter-
vention is urgently called for :
(a) Strict measures to discour-
age the splitting of fees be-
tween the clinician and
pathologist; (b) Elimination of
shabby laboratories with doubt-
ful personnel and
and (c) Easy availability of
chemicals. equipment and
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connection at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
after Magreb prayers today.
Among others, Hafiz Maulana
Rafig Ahmed. Pesh Imam of
the National Mosque, will ad-
dress the Mahfil.

Hakkani Anjuman will hold
a discussion on the signifi-
cance of the het's [SM)
mission to Allah on this occa-
sion at the Hajl Shahbaj
Mosque near the Mazar of the
three national leaders in the
High Court premises at 9 am
on February 2.

Special prayers will be of-
fered after the discussion for
the peace and progress of the
Muslim Ummabh.

BCL
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January 14 and disowned four
others,

BCL also asked its support-
ers not to raise any slogan in
favour of the expelled persons
and warned that any unit or
member violating this instruc-
ton would be dealt with
severely.

Yeltsin's plea
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mament are highlights of a
declaration. hammered out by
UN ambassadors. 0 be read by

* Major at the close of the ses-

sfon.

It also asks Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Chalf
of Egypt. who has been in of-
fice only a month. to come up
with ways of halting crises be-
ﬁ:thctlwyu;:im pt and of enhanc-

capacity for peace-
making and peace-keeping

| gle country.”

Sri Lanka since '83

COLOMBO, Jan 31: Sri
Lanka has the highest number
of missing people among more
than 40 countries surveyed by
a United Nations team, accord-
ing to a report which blames
the army, police and death
squads for thousands of disap-
pearances, reports BSS.

After visiting the Indian
Ocean (sland last October, the
UN working group on enforced
or involuntary disappearances

| said that large-scale killings of
| civiltans by the army. the po-
lice and death squads had re-

sulted in the disappearances of
12,000 people since 1983,
"The figure is by far the
highest number recorded by
the working group for any sin-
it said In a re-

Azeri soldiers
attack main

Karabakh town

MOSCOW, Jan 31:
Azerbaijani troops launched a
major offensive today against
the main town in the
Armenian majority enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh. Russian
television and local correspon-
dents said.

The television said the
Azerbafjan! military launched a
‘massive offensive backed by
armoured vehicles’ at about
noon Mescow time (0900
GMT) from the town of Agdam,
scveral kilometers (miles
e e err ( ) out-

-~

port. an advance copy of which
was obtained by Reuters late
on Thursday.

“Testimony seems to sug-
gest that there are still many
more,” it added.

Government officials were
not immediately available for
comment on the report which
has not yet been published.

The report said the UN
team was officially invited by
the Sri Lankan government
and met leading Agures.

Arms recovered :
Seven held

Demra Thana police recov-
ered one revolver and two
cocktails from necar Saidabad
truck stand on Thursday night
and arrested seven persons in
this connection. Police said
the arrested persons were
planning to commit dacoity a
that time. reports ISS.

Rain
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Office reading. Tangail yester-
day Friday recorded the high-
est 27 mm rain, followed by
Jessore 11 mm. Dhaka 10,
Fartdpur 9. Rangpur 8, Khulna
7. Ishurdi and Dinajpur 56 mm
each.

BSS adds;: The Met Office
recorded 10 mm rainfall be-
tween 7-32 pm and 7-41 pm.
The late winter rains fresh-
ened the air and lowered the
temperature a bit. The Met
Office predicted further drop
in night temperature,
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of vulnerable groups, distribu-
tion of foods consumed mainly
by the poor and concentration
on areas where poor comimuni-
ties lived. This was suggested
to ensure proper utilization of
food subsidies and public dis-
tribution systems.

As regards acute food short-
ages resulting from man-made
and natural disasters, the re-
gional meeting stressed the
need for strengthening the
food preduction capacity of
man-made or natural disaster-
prone countries to cope with
such emergencies.

Eflective early waming sys-
tem, strategically located and
eflectively stored food sécurity
reserve and a pre-determined
contingency plan of action
were also au.ﬂ:au.-d in the re-
port.

The final rtp-nrt of the
meeting said that the interna-
tional community had an im-
portant role in helping the
countries prevent and cope
with, such emergencies.

For increasing employment
opportunities, the regional
meeting stressed that the pri-
vate sector had a crucial role.

"The production-growth
oriented policies in agriculture
would create new opportuni-
ties for employment in input
supply and produce marketing,
storage, transportation and
processing in which private
sector initiatives were neces-
sary”, the report said.

The final report of the
meeting identified the infants
and small children as the most

vulner-

rtant nutritio
: lbzgmup. but added that the

clderly, the disabled, the ado-
lescent girls, school children.
refugees and members of
marginal families were also
important. The report also
stressed the importance of
recognising the needs of
women.

The closing session of the
regional meeting was presided

over its chairperson Dr
Chen Chunming of China.
A five-member esh

delegation led by Secretary of
Agriculture Ministry K M
Rabbani attended the Bangkok
conlerence on nutrition.

Earlier, on the fourth day of
the conference, speakers
spoke for continuing food sub

sidies In the developing coun
trcs

The speakers observed that
the food subsidy is essential Lo
ensure minimum nutritional
needs of the vulnerable section
of the society.

Senior officials of the FAO
and WHO, joint sponsors of the
mecting, also seemed to share
the view of the participants.
However, they cautioned
against an indefinite perpetua-
tion of lood subsidies which.
according to them. might
prove counter-productive in
the long run. as pastl experi-

ence with free food aid
showed.
The speakers also said that

though the food subsidies are
burdensome for the govern
ments. there were no options
and so it should be continued
for the benefit of the poor

They. however. noted that
the benefit of the food subsi-
dies had been largely enjoyed
by the relatively well-to-do
sections of society. both in ur-
ban and rural areas. They
urged for necessary actions by
the government to ensure
benefit of subsidies for the
poor only.

Participating in the discus:
sions, members of the
Bangladesh delegation men-
tioned that the government
was continuing its food subsidy
programme for the benefit of
the pbor. particularly in the
rural arcas of Bangladesh

Dhaka-Delhi
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said. reports UNB.

Indian Water Resources
Secretary Dr. M A Chitale will
reach Dhaka today to lecad his
country at the sixth meeting of
the Indo-Bangladesh Secretari-
es Committee on the sharing
of waters of common rivers.

During his stay, Chitale will
call on Agriculture, Irrigation
and Water Development Mints-
ter Major Gen (Rid) Majidul
llag.

The technical session will
begin Sunday at 11 am at Hotel
Sonargaon.

Talking to newsmen at the
mecting venue, sénlor FAO and
WHO officials said that they be
lleved the food subsidies
should remain Whmited among
the poor. The main task, ac-
cording to them, is to identify
the really needy.

“If there s a political will. 1t
would be possible to limit the
benefits of food subsidy to the
real target groups witheut an-
tagonising the well-to-do,
mainly in the urban areas.”
they said

Dr B P Dutla. an expert
from FAO headquarters said
that this was possible by the
verification of the need of the
pecople

He suggested that the sub-
sidy might be extended to low
quality food consumed by the
poorer people. “Alternatively,
the governments can keep the
public distribution system in
the areas only where there is a
heavy concentration of poor
people,” Dr Dutia added.

Saudi Eye
Specialists
in city

By Staff Correspondent

A 15-member eye specialist
lcam from Al-lbrahim
Foundation ol Saudi Arabia ar-
rived in Dhaka Friday.

The team headed by the
Chairman of the Foundation,
Fahad Al- Yahiya was received
by the Director of Rabita al-
Alam Al-Islamb, Mir Kashem Al
and some local eye specialists.

The team in callaboration
with Islamia Eye Hospital and
Rabitat will hold two eye

camps at Cox’'s Bazar and
Daudkandi

300 more Rohingyas

enter Bandarban

RANGAMATI, Jan 31: More
than 300 Rohingya Muslims
today entered the district of
Bandarban from Arakan state of
Myanmar,
sources said, reports UNB.

Nearly 34000 Burmese
Muslims have so far taken
refuge fn upazilas of

Ningkhiangcharl and Alikadam
in the district
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Leaders of the ex-Soviet

republics drew a bieak picture of thetr countries’ future today
saying their newly formed Commonwealth of Independent

States (CIS) was
Contradictory political,

many of them said, were likely
scheduled o be held in Minsk on February

summit meeting
14, reports AFP.

threatened with disintegration.
economic and military demands,

o

weigh heavily on their

Four ‘Chernoby] veterans’

mmmit suicide

MOSCOW. Jan 31 :

cleanup after the IDM C

accident have committed suicide. the Russian news agency
sald Friday. The four were among 24 people known as
"Chernobyl veterans”™ who have died in Vologda, north of
Moscow, where about |,000 peuphh.whtnmum
* treatment for ilinesses related to the disaster, saild ITAR
Tass, the new name of the Tass agency. reports AP.

Nominations for '92 Nobel
Peace Prize close

OSLO. Jan 31 :

Nominations for the 1992 Nobel Peace

Prize closed Friday and the Oslo-based awards commitice said
it neceds at least a week to sort through the suggestions.

"There are a lot of letters but it secems like many

of the same

names get nominated.” sald Geir Lundestad, secretary of the
five-member committee, “"We accept Jan 31 postmarks so we
expect a lot more mall next week”, reports AP. :

93 more tribals

return home

KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 31:

Ninety three tribal refugees re
turned woday (Friday) from the

| Indian state of Tripura raising

the figure of returnees to
1.69] since January | this
ycar, UNB.,

With this, the number of
tribal refugees so far returned
stood at 26,897 of 8,983 fami
lies. The tribal who stayed at
Karbuk, Lebuchhart and
Kathalchhart refugees camps
in Tripura crossed into the
country through Puzgung and
Lowung [rontier and reported
to the local administration
Friday. official sources said.

The returnees complained
of harassment and humlliation
by the Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) and the tribal in-
surgents acrosa Lthe border.

Jayati (22) who served as a
medical assistant at Karbuk
camp in Tripura told UNB that

their ttnm u:mprlll 51
tribals fe 'Lr-n

ment of ".hﬁ- crossing the
Ramgarh border on January

26. BSF opened indiscriminate

Accordin Lo

turnees, al 10-12
are dying every day at t
tribal camps in Tripum due 10
outbreak of discases ltke diar-
rhoea, typhoid and malaria as
well as acute shortage of food
and lack of medicare
Meanwhile, the government
has taken various Income gen-
erating projects to rehabilitate
the tribal returnees iIn the
three hill districts.

Every month, 1872 metric
tons of worth about
Tk 1.68 crore are allocated for
the returnees, official sources
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Bangladesh Shllpa Bank

Head Office : Dhaka
Assets Disposal Department

Sale Notice

Mortgaged Assets of M/S. Weights &
Measures International Ltd., Feni

Measuring Tap & Liquid Measures.

|
Various Weight of K. ;. Measuring Scale,
Mortgaged land. building and machinery of M/s. Weights & Measures
International Ltd wil be sold by the Bangladesh Shilpa Bank (BS8) on
| cashpayment and on "as is where is basis” for realising BSB's arrear loan
and dues of Tk. 3,91 15,487/ as on 30-09-1991 plus additional inlerest
and other expenses unii realisation of this amount from the above
company and its directors as per Article 34 of BSB Order, 1972 (P. O No.
129/72) read with BS8 (Dwect Sale of Morigaged Property) Rules, 1980

2 The lollowang persons are the directors of the company
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(a) Mr. Md. Basirullah.

(b) Mrs. Akhtari Noor.

(c) Mrs. Amatun Noor.
3. Schedule of Property :

|
Dist : Feni, P. S. Feni, Piot No. A-lll at BSCIC Industrial Estate,
Feni, measuring 15000 sft. of land including all structures ma-
chinery and electrical equipment situated on iL
4. Tender schedule containing the details of the assets and properties
‘ (along with the list of machinery) may be obtained from the Assets
| Drsposal Department BSB, Head Office, Dhaka on cash payment of
| Tk 250/ (Taka two hundred fifty) only (Non-refundable).

5. Intending lenderersbuyers may drop therr tenders/offers in sealed
cover along with Eamest Money (refundable) 5% of the quoted value
in Bank Draft/Pay- Order in lavour of Bangladesh Shilpa Bank in the
Tender Box kept at the BSB Head Office on 01-03-1992 at 12-00

Noon.

6. On acceptance of offer, the successful biddersAenderers shall have
1o deposit 50% of the bid or tendered money within 7 (seven) days and ||
the balance within 30 (thirty) days from the dale of acceplance of
tender. In cse of failure in making payment of the bid amount within
stipulated lime, the Eamest Money or the tender money (as the case
may be) shall be lorleited and the mortgaged property may be resold.
The project asset$s will be handed over 10 the successful bidder (s) by
the bank on fulfilment of the conditions.

. Tenders will be opened on 01-03-1992 at 12-30 P. M. at the Assets
Disposal Department, BSB, Head Office in presence ol the lenderers
(if any). For further information, if any, the undersigned may be
contacted Bidders may purchase the above mentioned movable and

immovable property in a lot or separately
. The BSB reserves the nght 1o accept or reject any or all lender/offer
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