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NEWS BRIEFS

1 dies, many hurt
as youths clash

Our Staff Corresponden

Al least one person w
killed and several others
injured when two gro
youths clashed at Hazarfbag i
the city late Thursday night

Dhanmondi Police raid
the arca and arrested eight
persons. The youths exploded
crackers and stabbed several
persons during the halfl-an-
hour clash.

The arrested persons were
Mizanur Rahman, Pannu, Alam,
Mokbui, Mobarrok, Romesh,
Amir Ali and Rafig. Dhanmond|
Police sad.

Fire at Tongi
market

From Our Correspondent

Cazipur. Jan 31: At least
cight shops. and one restau-
rant were gutied as fire broke
out at mpur Co-operative
Market at Tong! Friday after-
noon. The origin of fire could
T be ascertained. Two units

Fire Brigade from Teo
brought the fire under mnﬁ
after an hour of struggle.
Goods worth about Taka 10

lakh were damaged.

Shantibahini
kidnaps one

RANGAMATI. J-m 31
Outlawed Shantibahini ab-
ducted Muhammad Rafiq a lo-
cal labour leader from Uluch-
hart in Sadar upazila of the
distriet this afternoon. local
administraton said

Security forees. in last two
days. recovered some arms
and ammunition from hideouts
of the Shanttbanin 1n Kayenda
and Moghban mouzas of Sadar
t';p.llll. sotrces said today

riday). The captured arms
include one SMC. one SMG
two grenades and two deons
wors. reports UNB
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Indemnity Act
may be delayed

The Awami League (AL)
holds an emergency meeting
of its working committee today
in a bid to work out the strat-
egy to deal with the situation
that could arise out of the
ruling BNP's non-cooperation
to the passage of the
Indemnity (Repeal) Bill.

The working committee,
according to sources, will
chalk out  strategies to be
adopted both in and outside
the parliament.

Meanwhile, a meeting of
the Awami League Parliamen-
tary Party (ALPP) has been
convened . tomorrow.

In the wake of the parlia-
mentary committee's split de-
cision on the AL sponsored
bill, the original bill will be
placed soon in paritament for
discussion.

Whatever comes out of
thes¢ meetings will require
the approval of the party chief,
Sheikh Hasina, who is now at

By Nurul Kabir

tending her ailing brother-in-
law in Singapore, said AL
leader Shudhangsu Shekhar
Haldar.

"We have already informed
her about the ruling party's
stance on the issue over tele-
phone,” Halder added.

The parliamentary commit-
tee in its concluding meeting
on Wednesday failed to come
out with a consensus as the
BNP members differed with
the key point — the trial of the
killers of Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman and his family — on
‘political’ grounds.

Replying to a question a
senior AL leader, who heads
one of its front organisations
told the Star last night that
they would try ‘to work out the
strategy to energise our rank
and file aimed at em on
a movement to press our polit-
ical demands including the re-
peal of indemnity act.’

He. however. ruled out any

immediate call for a general
strike to press their demands,
saying, ‘for strategic reasons
we require a bit of time to
Warm up our workers'.

‘Above all the rainy season
is not an appropriate time for
launching an effective move-
ment,’ the AL leader added.

However, the months of
February and March will wit-
ness some agitation against the
government, the AL leader
hinted.

According to insiders, the
AL working committee meet-
ing will discuss, among other
issues, the means of pressing
the government for granting
autonomy to the electronic
media as committed in the
joint declaration of the three
alliances’.

The agenda of the meetings
also include such things as
how to combat what it called
BNFP's tendency to use the ad-
ministration as a tool for serv-

ing the party purposes.

Technical officers leaving

Shipping Corporatlon

Continued desertion by on-
board technical personnel has
been crippling smooth com-
mercial operation of
Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation, reports UNB.

Authorities admitted that
more than 200 technical offi-
cers left the state-run corpo-
last twe years

ration qufing.the
because of poor benefit pack-
g

The Bangladeshi private

shipping companies now offer
more than double the BSC

| salary ofiérs by the foreign
compan mre even more lu-
crative.

| posals,

A captlpln of BSC ship usu-
ally gets maximum 1200 US
dollars a month, wbasic
t
a Bangladeshi pri-
vate * ng company's pay-

ment to a captain range
2000 to 2500 U‘S dulhm
Because of low take-home-
pay. the sources said, on-board
officers of BSC often tend to
show negligence to duties cre-
ating serfous indiscipline in
commercial operations ol the

ferent attitude the technical

Dhaka-Delhi
water talks

tomorrow

Bangladesh and India will
hold talks in Dhaka Sunday on
the » of waters of com-
mon rivers, official sources

See Page 12 Col 6

personnel.
As a result, the [ixed
operating cost which now

amounts to 5000 US dollars a
day for a ship iIncreases,
putting severe strain on the
financial state of the already-
losing organization.

BSC. on scveral ucmiunl.

et

eign Dfﬂcrn follewing dt:!u:r

tion of ({ts wvessels by
Bangladeshi personnel at a
number of foreign ports.

A number of ports even
charged penalty to BSC for
such desertion.

To retain its technical stall,
the sources said, BSC is plan-
ning to recommend recruit
ment of technical personnel
on contract basis with com-

petitive salary.
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Countdown to

Shaheed Day
Star Special

February, according to
English calendar, is the sec-

ond month of a year. To
Be in Bangladesh, it is
the month of griel and guts.

For on the 21st day of this
month, Salam, Barkat,
Jabbar and others embraced
martyrdom in their prime for
the mother tongue — Bangla
(Bengali).

That was 40 years ago. in
. 1952. But a grateful nation still
remembers the makers of his-
tory and will do it forever, for
the blood they spilled flowed
through all past democratic
movements culminating into
the 1971 Liberation War.

The Pakistani guns that si-

| iIn 1952 were
| dered on Dec 16 of 1971 to

lenced the Lﬂnﬁm Martyrs

sSurremn-

Mukti Bahini (Liberation
Force), whose members owed
their inspiration to the mar-

tyrs.
The Bengalees, the major-

ity, wanted, from the rulers of

Pakistan after its 1947 inde-
pendence, a recognition of
Bangla as one of the state lan-
guages. Bangladesh was then
East Pakistan [or eastern wing
of Pakistan) dominated by the
rulers in West Pakistan. The
rulers responded with bullets
when hundreds of students
poured into Dhaka streets on
Feb 21 defying Section 144

| strengthen

| ture,
| What still remains to be
- achieved is sustained freedom
| — a freedom from hunger and

:ll"iﬂl!
. freedam is what the nation has

il

titor at Ikebana avemng organised by Japanese

embassy and Asia Bunka Kailan Dosokai at hotel Sonargaon yesterday evening. —Star phote

KOK. Jan 31: The re-
meeting on nutrition for
did the Pacific called for

the international
nity to stimulate sus-
economic growth as a
means to improve nu-

n.

The five-day meeting of the
Asian and the Pacific countries
ended here today with the
adoption of a final report in-
corporating a regional plan of
action for alleviating poverty
and malnutrition.

The regional plan will pro-
vide input for the Global Plan
of Action to be formulated at
the International Conference
en Nutrition (ICN) scheduled
in Rome in December this
year.

The Bangkok meeting, at-
tended by 30 countries, was
jointly sponsered by Food and
Agriculture O n (FAO)
and the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO)] and first of a
series of regional ones, before
the Rome conference.

Most of Ban h's pro
including establish-

From Chapal Bashar

ment of national
bodies and formulation of
national nutrition polices,

mlmptodhythm

and included
plan.

The regional meeting in
Bangkok emphasised that
high-level political commit-
ment was necessary for devel-
m‘w sustaining eflective

to address nutritional
roblems and stressed the
gcmflu of providing overall
policy guidance.

The meeting urged gov-
emments to establish high-
level interministerial bodies to
promote and coordinate efforts

H.l:_rml! nutrition m the di-

The need for lll:h I'lhvlnt
ministry or sector to develop a
capacity for adequately incor-
porating nutrition into its ac-
tivities was also underscored.

The meeting agreed that
the root causes of household
food insecurity in the region
were poverty. "The household
food insecurity was in large
measure due to lack of access
to production resources, such

ok meet takes up regional
action plan for nutrition

as land as well as insufficient
purchasing power of the
household”, the final report of
the meeting said, adding that
the lasting solution was to en
able the poor households w
uce or procure adequate
by increasing their pro
ductivity and Incomes.

The Bangkok meeting
stressed the need for anti-
poverty measures such as
strengthening local leadership.
investment in marginal arcas
and increasing community in-
volvement and peoples
participation

The meeting recognised
the important role of women
both as producers and con-
sumers and u that devel-
opment programmes should
pay particular attention to ed-
ucating and empowering
women in these roles.

On food subsidies and pub-
lic distribution systems. the
meeting recognised their im-
portance in alleviating house
hold food insecurity.

The final report of the
meeting favoured identification

See Page 12 Col 4

BCL expels four
more leaders

Awami _
tra League (A-A] Friday expe-
lled four more leaders for
*sabotage and anti-organi-
sational activities,” party sour-
ces said. reports UNB.

They are central members:
Mainuddin Moin of Zahurul
Huq Hall. Yusuf All of Surjasen
Hall, Khokan Pal of Engine-
ering University and a non-
student Saidul Hossain Rana.

Mainuddin was arrested on
Thursday in connection with
the killing of student leaders
Mahbub and Moniruzzaman
Badal

Chhatra League (A-A) Gene-
ral Secretary Ashim Kumar
Ukil wold UNB by phone that a
four-member commitiee had
decided on expulsion of the
lour leaders.

Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina had formed the com-
mittee comprising Presidents
and General Secretaries of
BCL's central committee and
Dhaka University unit to inves-
tigate into the killing of Badal.

Badal., central organising
secretary of the PBCL, was
killed on January 9 following
factional feuds.

Earller, the commitiee ex
rrllmi six leaders and activists
rem the organisation on

Sec I"u.gr 12 Col 1
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League-backed Chha-

UP elections
resume today

Election to 407 Union
Parishads under 51 u as of
44 districts will be held on the

ninth day today Saturday, re-
ports BSS,

Polling will be held in 115
unions of 12 districts in
Rajshahi division. 62 unions in
eight districts of Khulna divi-
silon, 117 unions in 13 dis-
tricts of Dhaka division and
113 unions in 11 districts of
Chittagong division.

Polling was completed in
2.292 unions out of 3,899 till
Thursday. There was no elec-
tion Friday.

The Union Parishad elec-
tion began on January 22 and
will continue till February 6.

UNB from Sirajgan| adds:
Raigan| Upazila administration
imposed Section 144 Thursday
night in two unions of the dis-
trict following election vio-

lence.
The Section 144 was Im-

posed in the surrounding areas
of Dhangora High School cen-
tre in Dhangora union and
Kaimgram Primary School
centre in Nalka union.

The order came alfter a
clash between the supporters
of some of the defeated chair-
man candidates ‘of the unions
and police on duty.

Witnesses said the mobs
attacked the booths at
Dhangora High School and
Kaimgram Primary School
soon after the election results
were announced January 29.

More than 100 people were
injured, 15 sertously during
the clash. The seriously in-
jured were admitied to
Sadar Hospital and pelice
hospital.

Additional police force were
deployed in the areas. ,

Shab-e-Miraj
tonight

The holy Shab-e-Miraj will
be observed tonight Itmrdln%
to decision of the Nationa
Moon Sighting Committee, re-
ports BSS.

Islamic Foundation will hold
a special Waj Mahfil in this

Sec Page 12 Cel 1
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Yeltsin's plea for merging SDI with Russian tech

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 31:

Borts Yeltsin, speaking to an
unprecedented Security

Counctl summit, called today

| for merging the US Star Wars

system with Russian technol-

. ogy o protect all nations from
' nuclear attack with a global
. anti-missile shield, reports

Reuter

Yeltsin's dramatic plea for
creating a safer world is con-
tained in a speech to be deliv-

| ered to the -leaders of all 18

UN Security Councll members

| gathered in New York for a

el g =g

single day to search for a new
workd order to replace the
dangers of Cold War confronta-

Tris

It was a unique gathering of
the high and mtghty and the
small and poor.

President George Bush,
leader of the world's remain-
ing superpower, Chinese
Prime Minister L4 Peng, ven-
turing on to the world
after bitter criticism for his
crackdown on pro
demonstrators, and Britis
Prime Minister John Major are
attending. joined by the King
of Morocco and leaders from
Verde, Ecuador, Hungary,
india. Japan. Venezuela and
Zimbabwe.

Yeltsin, making his first

major appearance (o an inter-

national group since taking
over as Russia's first dl:rnu
cratic leader, sald he wanted a
lobal anti-missile shield,
on Washington's Star
Wars system and incorporating
Russian high technology.

"l think the time has come
to consider creating a global
system for protection of the

community. It could be
based on a reorientation of the
US strategic defence system (o
make use of high technologics
developed In Russia's defence

ct-r_rnr:u. he said.
n jn a comment that
underscored how dramatically

the world has changed in the

course of a few months. he

sald, Russia considers the
United States and the West
notl as mere partners bul

rather as allies
He said the post-Colkd War

United Nations must play a
more active role and he pro-
posed the set up of a rapid
reaction "mechanism” that
could be used by the Security
Council. "| believe that we
need a special quick response
mechanism (o ensure peace
and stability. Upon deciston of
the Security Council it could
be expeditiously activated in
areas of crisis”, he said without
claborating.
Russia late last year inher

ited the pecrmanent Soviet scal

on the Security Council, where
it joined the United States,
Britain, France and China.

The British Prime Minister
was chairman of the day-long
scssion with a break for lunch
in the main delegates lounge
beneath a apestry of the
Great Wall of China.

Like Bush, Major faces a
tough re-election campaign
because of economic woes and
counld benefit from a spell in
the diplomatic spotlight.

L4 8 his meeting with
Western leaders will end the
quarantine imposed afler the
|1988 crushing of pro-democ-
racy demonsirators In
Nanammen Square

Britain, which holds the
council presidency lor January
and organised the meeting,
ran with the idea for a UN
summit that French President
Francois Mitterrand floated
lasi year.

Japanese Prime Minister
Kiichi Miyazawa also partici-
pated in the session, taking
time out from domestic politi-
cal woes and remewing ac-
gquaintance with Bush, who

a recent visit to Tokyo
that did little o heal the trade
Filt between the two countries.

Renewed commitment to
collective security. nuclear
non-proliferation and disar-

See Page 12 Col |

that banned public gathering of

| more than four people.

As the nation begins obser-

.ivmﬂfduﬁkuﬂty February

(21st Fe ) from today, the
focus will be on efforts to
the fledgling
. democracy and build a robust
economy.

|
| The pride that the nation
iinhcrltnd from the Language

has enriched our cul-
Mterature and music.

political oppression. Though

l the fall of autocratic regime of
| ousted President

Hussain
- Muhammad Ershad has led to

hﬂw‘ll 2 deme-

mtnt. economiic

to work hasd for.

The Central Shaheed Minar,
the monument for the
Language has already
been spru up for the
Ekushey February with the
government, political parties,

cultural organizations drawing
up programmes for the month.

Bangla Academy begins its
traditional month-long progra-
mme to mark the day with a
children's painting compe-

tition today.
Poetry festival
begins today

The 6th National Poetry
Festival-1992 organised by
Jatlya Kabita Parishad begins at
the Teacher-Student Centre
(TSC) of Dhaka University. re-
ports UNB.

Poet Sufia Kamal will inau-
gurate the two-day festival at
10 am while poet Shamsur
Rahman will chair the opening
session.

This year's of the fes-
tival is "Kobita Rukhbey
Moulabad™ (poetry must resist
fundamentalism).

The Parishad will out
a procession from the mazar of
national poet Kazi Nazrul Islam

Erlnr to the opening ol the

Rain, storm
lash city,

kill one

By Staff Correspondent

A sudden storm followed by
rains that lashed the city as
w:llump-rt- of the coun-
try last evening had at least

one killed and ml(;-g
UNB adds: Rabi )] was

killed at about 8 urh:n a
live eclectric wire fell on him
near Jenny Packaging at
Demra in the city during a
rainstormm  Friday. hospital

sources said. He was returning
to his home at Sekdi Bhanga
Press in Demra.

When contacted, Met Office
Director N Hamiduzzaman
Khan Chowdhury said the rain
last evening was little more
than is wsual at this time of
winter. "It was caused by
westerly disturbances.”

He an early mon-
soon this year like last year.

may alsc ha
than

The ecountry
"Kalbaishakhi® earlier
the first part of March when #t
u-.nlinm

Relerring to weather chart,
the Met Director saild that
‘Kalbaishakht' this year may
occur in later part of February
with heavy dowmpour accom-
panied by thunderstorm.
According to latest Met

Sec Page 12 Col 3



