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DPRK signs nuclear |

safeguard treaty

SEOUL. Jan 30: Nerth
Korea bowed to international
pressure and signed a nuclear
safeguard treaty Thursday,
paving the way for inspections
of its secretive nuclear facili-
ties, South Korea's Foreign
Ministry said, reports AP,

North Korea accepted the
inspections by the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
after more than six years of

Hong Kun Pyo, a senior offi-
cial in North Korea's nuclear
development programme sign-
ed the accord at the IAEA
headquarters in Vienna, Yon-
hap said.

Despite the signing. South
Koreans exp concerns
Thursday that the Communist
re may still have time to
nnmpmlzte an atomic bomb be-
fore inspections begin, Ib-kg
"An actual inmspection of the
north's nuclear facilities will
not take place until June, giv-
ing eno time to ngyang
to comp its nucicar wea-
pons development,” said Yoo
Song-yol. a director at the
Foreign Ministry's research
institute.

Intelligence reports indi-
cate the north {s nearing capa-
bility to develop nuclear

weapons, although the north
denies it has such a pro-

Yoo, a North Korean wat-
cher, fpointed out loopholes in
inspections by the interna-
tional watc . "The IAEA
does not have right to se-
lect nuclear sites for inspec-
-u:!- at its own direction,” he
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sources in Dhaka.

The Department of Com- |
merce observed that the rate

quoted by the Bangladesh
co s are either less than
the price in the home market
or a third market or less than
the cost of production. The
Department in its January 28
announcement estimated that
the difference between the
dumped price and the fair-
value market price ranged
from 2.72 per cent to 42.3]
per cent.

After the observation by the
Department of Commerce, the
US International Trade Com-
mission - (USITC) will de-
termine within 45 days
whether the dumping injures
the US industry. If the report
of the USITC is positive, the
US may tmpose anti-dumping
dutics on

mBorder
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Mustafizur Rahman con-
sented and stood up to deliver
his prepared statement. But
several Opposition members
stood up at the same time and
tried to draw the attention of
the Speaker before the FM
could

When Tofael Ahmed was
given the floor. he said that
the Opposition members

sought an adjournment motion
to discuss the {ssue and if that

mcmd by the Chair they
a general discussion to
be held.

Pointing out that once the
FM made his statement there
would be no scope for the
members to ask any questions
on the issue, he requested the
FM to cipate in the gen-
eral iscussion so that
Parllament members could
participate and help the gov-
ernment in reaching a deci-
sion on the {ssue.

Taking the floor next. the
Deputy Leader of the House

druddoza Choudhury re-
ed it that the Foreign
Minister had earlier made a
lengthy statement on the situa-
tion.

He urged the Chair to allow
the FM to make the statement
and after consultations decide
on a date for a general discus-
shon.

However, Rashed Khan
Menon, pointing out that an
adjournment motion on the
Myanmar issue was moved in
the House on many occasion in

this session., Insisted on ad-
journing the House to discuss

the situation

"l request you to adjourn
ithe House) as we want Lo cen
sure the government for Its
fatlure” to deal with the situa-
tion, he added. Silating the
government for not allowing
the House to discuss the lssue,
Shahjahan Siraj said "Even f
he | FM) has problems in
saying something. we don’'t. He
also urged the Speaker to ad-
journ the House and said
“People of the country want o
clear the confusion on the js-
e
Sa that the members
can discuss many things the
government cannot discuss,
the JP leader Moudud Ahmed

Taking the floor :
Jamaat Parliamentary Parfy
leader Matiur Rahman Nizami

out that even after the
statement by the F

Minister although banner

headlines on the issue were

issues

closed door meeting.

"I am not against holding a
discussion on the issue as |
have nothing to fear,” he said,
adding "But we want to do it in
a closed-door session”. He sug-
gested that a one-hour discus-
sion take place next Monday.

The Foreign Minister's
comments met with cheers
accom by loud thumping
of tables by all members of the
House.

However. AL member Abul
Ahsan Choudhury stood up and
enquired why an open discus-
sion on the issue could not
take place in the existing
democratic environment. "We
want to distinguish ourselves
from the undemocratic system
in Myanmar.” he noted,
adding, "We won't say anything
that will embarrass the gov-
ernmen(”.

At this point the Speaker in
his ruling said that two-hour

neral discussion on the

angladesh-Myanmar {ssue
would be held in the House on
Monday.

Mustafizur Rahman imme:
diately stood up and enquired
of the Chair whether the dis-
cussion would be held behind
closed -doors or openly noting
that he had previously re-
quested for a closed-door ses-
slon.

However, the Speaker did
not answer 1o his query and
went on to the next item on
the agenda of the day's pro
ceedings,

Indemnity body
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They feel that AL deliber-
ately wants to exploit this
sensitive issue to push BNP
into trouble. A minister and
member of the committee
while talking to The Daily Star
sald : “lan't it mysterious that
AL did not raise this lssue ear-
lier despite they were in par
llament twice belore?

Shudhangsu Sckhar Halder
of AL on the other hand yes-
terday attributed the ‘lHimita-
tions of political will and
wisdom' to the BNF's ‘fallure to
cooperale .

“We shall decide our next
course of action as soon as our

- a short-ltved storm in

party chief s back home from |

" he added.
According to the under-
standing of the Wednesday's
meeting, the Law Minister was
due w0 announce in the House
that he would submit

tend the yesterday's session.
When asked whether it
forebodes any delay in the
submission of the report, the
Works Minister, a member of
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia handin
Defence Services Command and Staff College at Mirpur yesterday.

'Provocative word' |

and autocrac
By Staff Correspondent

A remark from the Chalr on
use of “provocative word™ in
the House caused much anger
to the Treasury Bench mem-
bers.

Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni urged the mem-
bers not to use any provocative
word in the House after the
Treasury Bench termed the
past regime as autocratic. This
infuriated the Jatiya Party (JP)
members. Panni. however,
withdrew his remark following
the
Treasury Bench.

During the question hour on
the private members' day on
Thursday. Information Minis-
ter Nazmul Huda while ans-
wering a question started
saying ‘'during the autocratic
regime in 1987..... Soon after,
the JP members stood on
their feet and drew the atten-
tion of the Chair for repeatedly
calling their regime autocratic,
Despite the Deputy Speaker's
ruling of "don’t use any provo-
cative word for conducting the
House smoothly,” the Infor-
mation Minister continued
repeating the word ‘auto-cracy’
with emphasis.

Iranian MPs
in city

A three member Iranian
parliamentary delegation led
by Deputy Speaker Asadullah
Boyat arrived in city Thursday
on a three day visit to

-

- bt 1 L P
RIS
PRl e -y

Members of the Dhaka Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry,

|

I
1
!
!

AL N N N i
y

From Page | Col 7
1991-1992 Staff courscs.
Begum Zia also handed over

. certificatles to the successful

graduates.
The Commandant of the

college, Major General
Mohammad Mahbubur
Rahman, also spoke on the oc-
casion. He a resume of the
courses and the tradition of
the college.

The ceremony was at-
tended. among others, by the
members of cabinet. chiefs of
three services. diplomats and
high civil and military officials.

The Prime Minister said
that Bangladesh had always
played tmportant roles, both in
regional and extra regional
fora. To establish ourselves
with pride in the community
of nations. we have to endeav-
our relentlessly to attain na-
tional autarky,’ she said.

She called for adopting
strict measures to make the
best use of the country’'s mea-
gre resources in this regard.

Begum Zia said the nation
expected that the young offi-
cers would fight shoulder to
shoulder with the people to
overcome the challenges of
hunger. disecase., natural
calamities, population explo-
sion and illiteracy.

Referring to the emergence
of Bangladesh, the Prime

. Minister said. " Our nation was

|

born through an armed strug-

gle. We recall with pride the
contributions made by our

g over certificates to the new graduates of the
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SAARC spirit

vallant soldiers, sailors and
airmen durning our War of

Independence ”

She said the role of the
armed forces In the counter-
disaster management and

—

. tween the two in finding

-

Commentary
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sponsor of the ce talks.
What has New lhi got in
return for offerin full

diplomatic ties to Tel Aviv?

‘This will be the subject of

speculations.

For one thing, some west-
ern news agencies say, both
India and Israel worry about
the rising pan-Islamic sent-
ments in the Middle East and
of the efforts of the Muslim
countries to acquire nuclear
weapons. [t is also suggested
that with both the countries
promoting active military and
intelligence programmes to
monitor the Islamic world, the
move may bring "pressure” on
Pakistan.

If mnllgc half of these projec-
tions. offered by western news
services, prove true the
diplomatic ties would pave the
way for military and intells-

the two countries. For in-
stance, one wonders, will the
Indian intelligence system ac-

cept commando train from
Israeli experts, say, in ng .
with dissident forces 1in

Kashmir and Punjab? Will
there also be co-operation be-
out

more about Pakistan's plan in

. the nuclear field?

varfious nation building activi-

ties had been very laudable.
"We note with pride your role
in the UN peace-keeping op-
erations and during the Gulf
War.” she added.

The Prime Minister com-
mended the role of the armed
fores in the process of coun-
try's tlemocratization saying
they have all earned the re-
spect and confidence of the
people.

She sald what had been
achieved together was just the
beginning. adding ° there is a
long way to go before we can
full%t our cherished goal”. She
urged the officers to continue
to play their due role in fulfill-
ing “what is so earnestly de-

_sired by the filllons.”

The Prime Minister said
she was pleased to see that the
Staff College, which was fnau-
gurated by late President Ziaur
Rahman in 1977, had success-
fully upheld his visions.

She expressed the hope
that institutes like the Stafl
College could contribute
greatly in forging closer rap-
port between the peoples and
the armed forces of different
countries.

Begum Zia thanked the
British government for provid-
ing help to the Staff College .
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Mostafizur Rahman, Minister of Fﬂfllﬁ Affairs, Acting Foreign Secretary and other senior

officials of the Ministry on Thursday.
promoting country s exports.

Winter
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 though nights will be cold

enough to use |
In

mixed greeting It's a d-rhn'f{
scason for those who can al

. ford warm clothes and vegeta-

| can

bles fresh from the gardens.
But the chilly weather be-

comes op for the mil-
Bons of Bangladeshis who
can afferd neither warm

clothes nor warm houses that
protect them from icy
winds.

No doubt the affluent peo-
ple will be tearful for the dying

. winter. The poor arc already

| 200 people. most of them liv-

its retreat.

Though not unusual the
winter this year. like in the
past, has been o tve for
the homeless and the have-
nots, whe make up more than
80 percent of the nation's 11

crore people.

icy winds sweeping across
the country killed more than

Nutrition
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The final report will pro-
vide regional input for the
Global Plan of Action to be
adopted at the Rome confer-

ence.
A Bve-member Bangladesh

plan
. sald that
the na body should be
formed comprising of minis-

siderations in all dtvehpnﬁnl
programmes as far as possibie.

on nutritional

awareness of the Bang-

ladesh said that this

ey discussed role of Bangladesh missions abroad in

Newspaper
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In reply to a question on
the policy of distribution of ad-
vertisement among the news-
papers, Huda said in view of so
many papers coming oul ev-
eryday. the government plans
to bring out a ¢ in the
existing advertisement policy.

"A new advertisement pol-
icy is under consideration of
the . he said.

*Better, let's make news-

highest government adver-
tisemment in 1991 were Daintk

ittefaq. Inquilab, Dainik
Bangla, Bangladesh Times,

Banglar Bani, Sangbad and
Information Minister

Sangram.
Nazmul Huda told Parllament
yesterday.

chb‘l.n to a question from |
Rahmat All (Awami League | |

the Minister sald 78 newspa
pers recetved government ad
vertisement in the same year
He said Ittefagq recetved to
tal 72,816 column inch, Daintk
Bangla 85,6890 Inquilab
69.167. Dangladeah Timens
69,876 and Banglar Bani
52.171, Sangbad 46,367 and
m 41,365
re are now |19 dailies,
444 weeklies. 100 fort
nightltes and 205 monthhies
in the country. Information
Minister Nazmul Huda told
Par| e nt ying to a gques:
tion from Abul Hasnat Abdullah
of Awami Leaghue.

i —

_ the unit, the sources said, The

" scheduled

Whatever New Delhi may
gain from this process, in the
field of intelligence, it may
well lose much in its economic
and political ties with the Arab
countries which offer India
considerable trade and em-
ployment possibilities. If there
is some suspicion that Israel
may usc Indians for intelli-
gence purposes in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Kuwait
and Saudi Arabla, as part of a
new deal between New Delhi
and Tel Aviv, it is the average
Indian employee in that re-
gion. be he a doctor, an engi-
neer or a technician, who will
be under a shadow. Indeed, he
has been placed in an unenvi-
able position as a result of an
ill thought-out move made by
New Delhi, a move that, we be-
lieve. can be either put off or
modified even at this stage.

Malek to become
city JP chief

By Asiuzzaman
Jatiya Party leader and
former mayor of Dhaka City

Corporation Col. [(Rtd] MA
Malek would assume the post

of president of the Dhaka city
unit of Jatiya Party. party

~ sources said on Thursday.

The convenor of the city

unit Abdus Salam would be
made the general secretary of

biennial election of the wunit
to be held on
February 3 at the Diploma
Engineers Institute at Kakrail.

After a series of meeting,
the central leaders of the party
decided to nominate them as
the city unit president and
secretary respectively.

Malek, who served as a
minister and DCC mayor under
deposed president HM
Ershad. is now facing several
corruption charges.

Radio, TV
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that they have no scope for giv-
ing own explanation in regard
o a news. .

Huda said the proposed au-
lonomy and determination of
working systems of these or-
ganisations and feasibility were

. being studied.

Replying to a question from
Mosharral Hossain (AL), he
also said that radio and TV
programmes must be proposed
on the basis of state principles
and policies of the govern-
ment.
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- Russia-Britain declaration

LONDON, Jan 30: Russla and Britain signed a 15-point de
laration of friendship today pledging military and econom
cooperation which they said ended 40 years of cold wars
Visiting President Boris Yeltsin and Prime Minister

Hn]or agreed to work

armaments’. reports

ther “for the reduction of forees
ler.

Blasts kill 6 in Lanka

COLOMBO. Jan 30: Powerful bombs rigged on push bikers

went off in Muslim townships 1. castern Sri Lanka

killing six people as Tamil rebels stepped up attacks jor-the
region, officials said. The blasts shattered a fr>

1

M€ peace in

two coastal Muslim towns, about 30 kilometers (18 miles)

apart, where shops cloged and
more attacks. local poliee said,

people s indoors fearing

Ershad plea dismissed
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. Sgel:iul Court trying Ershad on
cha

gence co-operation between |

rges of corruption was to

" be delivered January 27 but in

view of his petition in the
pellate Division the date was
shifted to February 3 (Monday).

Counsel of the petilioner,
Moudud Ahmed, submifted in
the Appellate Division the ar-
guments that {f the money suit
was decreed and if the delivery
of judgement of the trial on
corruption case 'was not
stayed. the accused would be
prejudiced.

Attorney General Aminul
Huq said that the accused had
already adduced his defence
evidence and the criminal
court would assess the evi-
dence independently.
Therefore, the accused would
not be prejudiced in any way.
he said.

Moudud Ahmed, a former
Vice-President in the Ershad
government, filed on January
22 a provisional petition for
leave to appeal before the
Appellate Division against the
verdict of High Court Division.

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court on January
26 stayed further ings
of the trial of Ers before
the Special Triburnal till yes-

terday (Thursday].
A two-Judge High Court

UP
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attack by some unruly peop'e
in a polling centre under the
union.

They reportedly snatched
away ballot-paper books from
the centre.

Meanwhile. unofficial re-
sults of nine unions of Matlab
upazila of the district have
been declared.

The newly eclected chair-
men are: Md Abdul Quddus
Munshi — Islamabad union,
Shamsul Haq — Mohanpur
union, Guzi Tofael Hossain —
Fazikandi unfon, Masler
Mukhlesur Rahman — Chengar
Char union, Nurul Haq Master
— Jahirabad unfon, Md Razi
Uddin — Ekhlaspur union. Md
Zainul Abedin — Durgapur
union, Mosharral Hossain —
Baghanbari unfon and Sirajul
Haq — Sadullahpur undon.

City AL leader
stabbed to
death

By Staff Correspondent

A local Awami League
lcader was stabbed to death at

Khilgaon Taltola area in the
city on Thu afternoon.
Shamsul m, 28. the

murdered man was the publi-
cation secretary of 59 ward of
the Awami League.

Witnesses sald Shamsul
Alam was called out of his res-

. idence 275/B Khilgaon
Taltola, at 6 pm by several
miscreants continued

stabbing him.

Division Bench comprising

Justice Anwarul Huq
Choudhur and Justice
Mohammad Abdul Karim on

January 21 had re-
jected Ershad’s revision peti-
tUon secking stay of proeeed-
ings in the corruption case.
The Bench verdict said the
proceedings of the
Tribunal should not be post-
poned at this stage. The civil
suit should be stayed till the
proceedings have ended. |
Moudud Ahmed and others
instructed by Mvi M
Wahidullah Advocate-on-
Record appearcd for the pets-
tioner while Aminul Hagque
Attorney General. AF Hasan
Arif and others instructed by
SU Chaklader Advocated-on-

Record opposed the petition.
Saifur explains
uplift programmes
to Finnish MPs

The visiting nine-member
Finnish Parliamentary delega-
tion led the Chairman of
Foreign Aflairs Commitiee and
former Foreign Minister be-
longing to Social Democratic
Party. Pertti Pasio. called on
Finance Minister. M Saifur
Rahman. at the latter's secre-
tariat office in Dhaka Thursday,
reports BSS.

Other members of the dele-
gation included Center Party
MP Hanmu Kenppanien, Natio-
nal Coalition Party MP Jonni
Seerkijarvi, Social Democratic
Party MP Liisa Jaakonsaar,
Left Wing Union MP Jarmo
Wahlstrom. Christian Union
MP Eeva-Liisa Mollanen and

Secretary of the Parl
Committee for Foreign Affairs,
Jukka Huopaniemi and thred
other officials.

Additional Secretary uf,
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) Dr Shawkat All, and
honorary Consul General for
Finland Zeaul Huq were pre-
sent.

Yeltsin
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they have too few weapors 1o

reduce. They also argue thar it

:ﬂl take more than a decade
r the US and Soviet pled

to be fulfilled. =
With the United States

making wunprecedented nu-

clear arms cuts. Britsin and

France will come under more

pressure to pare thelr own

small but werful nuclear

arsenals, say.
Western Europe’s only tv

nuclear w

likely resist the drive for r
ductions by arguing that t
weapons are still needed |
deterrence in an’ uncerta:
world.

China on Thursday dis |
missed Yeltsin's call for i 1
ecliminate nuclear weapop:
saying Be will join
mament only after the
major powers hawve scaled
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