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NEWS BRIEFS

JS adjourned
till Feb 3

The House was adjourned at
8-44 pm Thursday to meet

again at 3 pm on February 3,
reports BSS.

AL emergency
meet tomorrow

An emergency meeting of
the Awami League central
working committee will be
held on Saturday at 4 pm at
the official residence of the
Leader of the Opposition at 29
Minto Road. Awami League
Parliamentary Party (ALPP)
meeting will be held in the
conference room of the

Leader at
on Sunday at 11 am.
reports UNB. '

Restriction on

movement

JAMALPUR. Jan 30: The lo-
cal administration today for-
bade the people of the district
o visit neighbouring Sherpur
Sadar wupazila tomorrow
(Saturday). The DC office here

imposed the restriction on
movement of the Jamalpur

residents in view of elections
to be held that day in the
union parishads of the nearby
Sadar upazila of Sherpur
district, reports UNB.

Bandits loot store,
stab its owner

PABNA. Jan 30: Masked
bandits looted a cloth store
and stabbed its owner in the
the gang stabbed Afzal Hossain
when he tried o0 resist the
armed attack. He was rushed
o the Pabna Sadar Hospital,
reports UNB.

I BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you fto ftry owr Beautiflly
prepared and Beautifully presented authenhc
THAI CUISINE ona SEAFOOD in the cowy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHATAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL 22680)
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Feb 6 with split opinion

By Nurul Kabir

The parllamentary commit-
tee on Indemnity (Repeal) Bill
will submit its report before
the House on February 6. offi-

cial sources said.

A unanimous report is,
however. highly unlikely.
sources say

The Awami League will de-
cide its next course of action
alter Sheikh Hasina's return
from Singapore, an AL leader
said

The fifteen-member special
committee, headed by the Law
Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz,
was formed last L to scru-
tinise the Awami League (AL)
sponsored bill that secks re-
moval of the constitutional bar

from trying ple involved in
the killing of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in August, 1975,

The commitiee — compris-
ing 8 MPs from ruling BNP,
five from AL and one each from
Jatiya Party UP) and Jamaat-e-
Islami — in its several meet-
ings held so far failed to reach
agreement on various points.

The commitiee sat for the
last time on last Wednesday at
8 pm and continued delibera-
tions till midnight resulting in
a fatlure,

The committee members
realising that such meetings
would not produce anything
positive agreed that the
chairman of the committee

the Opposition in parllament

would submit the report In
partament Thursday next.

The report will contain ev-
ery member's position on the
lssue scparately.

The commitiee members
who attended the last meeting
of the commitiee are: Law
Minister Mirza Golam Haflz,
the Public Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Miah,
Water Development Minister
Majedul Hoque, Information
Minister Barrister Nazmul Hu-
da, Deputy Leader of the House
Professor Badruddoza Chow-
dhury and Chiefl Whip Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain of the

ruling party. Deputy Leader of

——————— e L

Abdus Samad Azad, Chief Whip
of the tion Mohammad
Nastm Shudhangsu Sekhar
Halder of Awami League. Ja-
maat representative Iin the
committee Shetkh Ansar Al
was absent from the meeting
on Wednesday. JP repre-
sentative Fazle Rabbi did not
attend any meeting of the
committee.

According to sources, the
rul party representatives at
the last meeting maintained
that they were. from the legal
point of view, In favour of try-
ing the killers of Mujib while
they could not accept It from
the political point of view.

See I'age 12 Col 2
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policy : PM

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia said Thursday that
Bangiadesh as a peace-loving
nation firmly believed In
peaceful resolution of all con-
tentious fssues, reports BSS,

l.:l': graduation
ceremony of 18th army,
10th naval and 12th air stafl
courses at the Defence
Services Command and stafl
College at Mirpur in Dhaka,
Begum Zia ., We uphold
the collective conviction and
the spirit of SAARC'. This is
the comerstone of our foreign

policy in the regional context,
she said

Th:‘ Prime Minister said
through SAARC Bangladesh

h!n'nakn Gat_'.tc_lhi, a former Indian State Minister for Environment, embraces Sri Lanka's
ailing opposition leader Sirimavo Bandaranaijke yesterday in Colombo. Maneka's estranged
mother-in-law and late Indian PM Indira Gandhi was a close family friend of the

Bandaranaikes.

_ AFP photo

JS takes up border issues
with Myanmar Monday

A two-hour general discus-
sion on the situation along the
border with Myanmar and the
refugee problem will be held
in the Jatiya Sangsad (Parlia-
ment) Monday.

Speaker Shaikh Razzaque
Al took this decision following
a prolonged debate in the
House in which the Opposition
members demanded at least a
general discussion when Fore-

By Staff Correspondent

ign Minister ASM Mustafizur
Rahman wanted to deliver a

statement on the current
situation.

Earlier, six adjournment
motions were moved on the
private members' day to dis-
cuss the issue in the House,
Separate motions were moved
by Shahjahan Siraj of the JSD,
Rashed Khan Menon of the
Workers Party and Rahmat Al

Mohammad Nastm. Imran Cho-
udhury and Abul Ahsan Chou-
dhury of the Awami .
While acknowledging the
importance of the issue, the
Speaker rejected the ad-
journment motion. But he re-
peated his request, made the
day before, to the Foreign
Minister to make a statement
on the current situation.
See Page 12 Col 1

UP elections pass eighth day

Polling in two centres was
postponed amidst violence on
the Bth day yestcrday of a stag-
gering 16-day election to
union parishads, reports UNB.

Official sources said voting
was postponed at a centre in
Fatehpur (East) union of
Matlab upazila in Chandpur
district and at another in
Stlarchar unfon of Sadar
upazila in Madaripur district.

Control Room sources said
clashes between supporters of
rival candidates forced the au-
thorities to hold wup the
polling in Stlarchar union.

Election was held to 172

union parishads in 23 upazilas
of 21 districts, yesterday rais-
ing to 2,292 the number of
unions where elections have so
far been concluded since it be-
gan on January 22,

There will be no polls to-
day (Friday). the weekly hols-
day. On Saturday, polling will
be held in 407 unions of 51
upazilas in 44 districts,
Election Commission said.

Elections were held peace-
fully in nine unions of
Sreebardi upazila of Sherpur
Wednesday, according to an-
other report.

Polls were, however., sus-

pended in one union of the
upazila due to violence.
Unofficially elected chair-
man of the nine unfons of the
upazila are: Liakat Ali —
Kurtakhanta, Abdul Halim —
Tatthati, Dr ScRandez —
Goshaipur, Syed Mesbalinddin
— Ranni Shymul, Hamidullh
Talukder — Kakilakura, Md Ali

‘— Kharia Kazirchar, Serajul

Haque — Singa Baruna, Delwar

Hossain Bhalua and

Shuruzzaman — Srecbardi.
Election In Gourgaripa

unfon ol the upazila was sus-

pended immediately after an
Sce Page 12 Col 7

New bill for

newspaper

declaration
likely

Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda yester-
day disclosed in Parliament
that the government plans (o
make new laws concerning the
declaration of newspapers in a
bid to encourage objective
Journalism in the country, re-
ports UNB.

Replying to supplemen-
tartes from Rahmat Ali of
Awami League and Rashed
Khan Menon of Workers® Party,
the minister said a new bill is
likely 10 be placed before the
House in this ;

The new law, he said, will
have the proviston that an edi-
tor of a daily will have to have
experience of working as a
journalist at least for 10 o 15
years.

Pointing out at the mush-
room growth of newspapers,
Huda sald many of them are
blis to serve

uris objective jour-
nalism. ®

“Liberty does not mean li-
cence. We want to give free-
dom and not licence ... our
government will encourage
practice of objective journal-
ism", said the Information
Minister.

: See Page 12 Col 5

‘Complicacies’ stand
in way of radio,
TV autonomy,

minister says

Information - Minister Naz-
mul Huda Thursday informed
the Jatiya Sangsad that im-
plementation of the proposed
autonomy in radio and tele-
vision would take some time
because of the complex situa-
tion created during the auto-
cralic regime, reports BSS.

To say definitely when the
autonomy could be granted
would depend on when the
complicacies could be re-
moved, he said.

In a written reply to a
question from Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, the Information
Minister said it was necessary
to think over what kind of au-
tonomy would be given to radio
and television.

It was also nece to
consider whether that much
autonomy would be befitting in
case of radio and TV as being
enjoyed by the other au-
tonomous bodies, the minister
l'ﬂ.tﬂd.

He said in fact the BBC and
the Voice of America are the
national organisations, self,
administe and self reliant,
and it was impossible for our
radioc and television to be
established In their pattern.

The minister radio and
television are dependent on
news agencies for collecting
local and International news so

Sce Page 12 Col 6

hopes to explore and develop
new vistas of cooperation and
. In SAARC we find

" she sald.

Begum Zia said besides our
regional commitments, owur
foreign policy ts well reflected

the nations re nted in
the Stafl College with all of
whom Bangladesh enjoys a

and me | de
of bilateral and multilateral re-
lations.

A total of 73 students, in-
cluding 15 overseas officers
from Kenya, Malaysia. Nepal.
Pakistan, Qatar. Sri Lanka,
United States of America and
Zambia. graduated from the

See Page 12 Col 4

Fabric House
Dhaka New Market

A Fixed Price Shop deals in only

Bangladeshi Sarees

Commentary

India-Israel ties offer
wrong signals, bad risks

By S M Ali

The decision by India to ex-
tend full diplomatic recogni-
tion w0 lsrael. announced on
Wednesday. will come as a
surprise o many countries,
apart from causing some anger
among New Delhi's traditional
frtends tn the Arab world.

It can be argued that with
s0 many countries which had
once refused 1o set up ties
with Tel Aviv now
the Jewish state. a change o
New Delhf's policy falls in line
with the new international
climate. Again., the new Rao
administration may suggest
that this new move is part of
his country's open-door policy
in external relations.

There are two aspects of

New Delhf's mowe which will
-evoke strong driticisms in

countries, including

First. it is the tim-

ing In the current Middle East
peace talks, Israel has been
particularly difficult, almost to-
tally uncompromising. on fis-
sues from the settle-
ment of Russian Jews in oecu-
pied Arab territories to the fu-
ture status of Jerusalem.

india’s diplomatic recognition
of lsrael may provide Tel Aviy
with a wrong »
that an ack
the Arab bloc — an ardent
founder-member of the Non-
Movement — s either
flerent to what goes on at
the talks or somewhat
lukewarm on the position
taken by the Arab states and
the Palestinians.

True, it may be said that
since even Cairo and Moscow
have set up full diplomatic ties
with Tel Aviv, the international
community should take New
Delhi's move in its stride.
However, 1t should not be
overiooked that ties between
Egypt and Israel came about as
part of an accord which
;wmvﬂtd the return of the

to Cafro and obliged Tel
Aviv to accept the right of
autonomy of Palestinians tving
in the occupied zone, a right
which remains unimplemen-
ted. On the other hand,
Moscow's gesture was linked

to Tel Aviv's acceptance of the |

former Soviet Union as a co-
See Page 12 Col |
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Corruption case

Ershad's petition for staying
Jjudgement dismissed

By Supreme Court Currenponden't

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court Thursday
dismissed the Leave to Appeal
Petition of former President
HM Ershad paving the way for
the trial court to deliver
judgement on February 3.

Justice MH Rahman
presided over the Bench,
which comprised Justice ATM
Afzal, Justice Mustafa Kamal
and Justice Latifur Rahman.

Ershad preferred the leave

One held for
Mahbub murder

By DU Correspondent

Moinuddin (28) an accused
of the Mahbub murder case
was arrested Wednesday night
by the detective branch of
DMP from the Khilkhet
Namapara area in the city.

Student leader Mahbubur
Rahman Mahbub was killed in
a gunbattle on the Dhaka
University campus last year.

Moinuddin also involved in
the Badal murder and scveral
violent activities on the DU
campus, the police source
added.

Maniruzzaman Badal,
Organising Secretary of the
Chhatra League (S-A) was
killed at DU January 9.

LONDON, Jan 30: Boris
Yeltsin. on his first foreign trip
since the Soviet Union col-
lapsed, called on Britain,
France and China Thursday to
follow American and Russian
nuclear arms cuts pledges, re-
ports AP,

The Russian president,
whose call is likely to be
brushed aside by Britain's
Conservative government, was
greeted by officials in an arrival
ceremony shrouded in heavy
fog at London's Heathrow
Alrport.

“The gestures that have
been made by President Bush
and myself first of all had to do

with the nuclear forces of our
two countries.,” Yeltsin told
reporters at the airport. "Bul
of course we shall be calling
upon other nuclear powers,
Great Britain, China and
France, to follow suit.”

Yeltsin, lmlhng broadly and
waving, was driven from
Heathrow to Prime Minister
John Major's 10 Downing
Street office for talks -and
Emnh. He was accom by

is top milt civilian
advisers Y

On aﬂ he said 1t was more
a question of tapping “our
mutual resources in order to

help Russia embark on a civi-

lized road and join the interna-
tional community.”

His short London wvisit
marked the start of a trip to
the United Nations in New
York, then Washington to meet
with President Bush, and fi-

nally the Canadian capital,

Ottawa.

Yeltsin, who travelled with
his wife, Naina, flies to New
York on Thursday afternoon.

Yeltsin will confer with US
congressional leaders Saturday
after his Camp David summit
with President Bush, a diplo-
matic souree in Washington
said Wednesday .

The session will take place

Yeltsin urges Britain, France, China to cut

at the Russian :

Yeltsin will spend the
morning at the Camp David
meeting with Bush and travel
by helicopter to Washington.

In an interview with ABC’s
"20-20" programme before
the trip, Yeltsin disputed ru-
mours that he drinks to excess
and said that, unlike Mikhail
Gorbachev, he does not consult
his wife about political deci-
stons.

Britain has promised a
friendship treaty and possible
help in dismantling nuclear
weapons. But Major says
Britain's new US Trident mis-
sile system remains essential.

N-arms

Major was adamant on the
eye of Yeltsin's arrival that he
will not be drawn iInto the
drastic plans for nuclear dis-
armament announced by
President Bush in his State of
the Unfon address Tuesday
night, and by Yeltsin a few
hours later.

British officials released in
advance the outline of a joint
declaration to be si by
Major and Yeitsin on raday,

Both Britain and France,
whose arsenals together
amount 1o less than 6 per
cent of the number of US and
Soviet nuclear weapons, say

See Page 12 Col 8

to appeal against the judge-
ment and order dated 2].1.92
passed by a Division Bench of
the High Court Division in a
criminal revisional application.
The High Court rejected the
prayer for stay of the proceed-
ings in a criminal case of cor-

ruption pending before the
Divisional Special Judge,
Dhalca.

BSS adds: The judgement of
See Page 12 Col 7
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AARC spirit guides | Wait, winter
regional foreign

not yet gone!

Star Special

A retreating winter is g@iving
way to spring but weather ex-
perts advise to wail before
sending the warm clothes back
to wardrobes.

Though pre-spring breezes
are the days. nights

are still cool. though not un-

Predicting that the weather
will continue to get warmer
experts at Dhaka Met office are
not ruling out another eold
speill.

"From now on the tempera-
ture will contimae to rise. But
this t» not the final word.
There is still a possibility of
strong northerly wind and a
penetration of a Sibertan High
that may bring another spell of
chilly weather.” sald Mir
Fakhrul Quayyum. a mty
Director at the weather
will hang on througheut
February. In practical terms,
day temperature will be too
high to wear warm clothes,

Seec Page 12 Col 3

Dhaka proposes
national bodies
for nutritional

status

From Chapal Bashar

BANGKOK. Jan 30 : Bang
ladesh today suggested forma-
tion of high level national
bodies to ulate and ap-
prove policies and plans for
improving the nutritional sta-
tus of the population of coun-
tries in the Asian-Paciflic re-

gon.
The suggestions were

placed at the regional meeting
on nutrition which began here
on Monday last. The sugges-
tions, il accepted by the
meeting, will be incorporated
in the final report which will
be adopted tomorrow (Friday)
The regional conference —
E:nwndu{uinﬂy by the Fued
Agricyulturee ¥
(FAO) and the ﬁm
Organisation (WHO) — is the
first of a series of meetings the
two UN organs plan to hoid
this year in different s of
the world. The mectings will
culminate into the Inter-
national Conference on Nutri-
tion (ICN) in Rome December.
See Page 12 Col 4

US may impose
anti-dumping
duty on towels

Star Economic Report

The United States may
come up with an anti-dumping
duty to slow down the export
of shop towels from Bangla-

Bangladesh in 1990 alone

exported shop towels worth

2.46 million US dollars to the
us.

The Uﬂhlchntm:nt- of
Commerce already deter-
mined that hi com-
panies are dumping towels on
US market, according to

See Page 12 Col 2
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HOTEL GOLDEN KING INTeRNATONAL
A new addition to residential
hotels in Khulna

Gala opening today

.




