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Move to muster
support for

Azam's trial

By Nazmul Ashraf

*Ekattorer ﬂh.utlk Dalal
Nirmool Committee (the

The announcement
followed Golam Azam's
‘unlawful’ involvement tn do-
mestic politics that created a
furore in the political circles.

Golam Azam whose citizen-
ship was cancelled by the post-
lberation government in 1973
on charges of war crimes. has
been living in the country
without wvalid authorisation
since 1978.

His election as the Jamaat
Ameer (chief) also led to a
heated debate in parliament
where a government statement
reconfirmed that citizenship
was not granted to Golam
Asmam. On Golam Azam's be-

the Jamaat chief, thc
statement said, the
ment was studying legal h:nptl
cations.

The ‘Ekattorer Ghaatak,
Dalal Nirmoel Committee’
(EGDNC) has meantime
the support of some politi-
clans, student leaders and rep-
resentatives of a few socio-
cultural isations for the
demand to try Golam Azam

blicly.

The 15-member sub-com-
mittee of the EGDNC will soon
request the pro-liberation po-
litical parties to issue direc-
tives to their units all over the
country to work in favour of
Colam Azam's trial, sources

said. Besides, the members of
parliament (MPs) whoe
protested the Jamaat's action
of electing Golam Azam (ts
chiefl will also be urged to re-
main vocal in parliament on
the Golam Azam fssue.
According to committee
sources, the EGDNC 1s now
using its utmost efforts to in-

volve the major political par-
ties and their front organisa-

tions, cultural and professional
ups and the trade union
fes directly in its plan to
try Golam Azam and other ‘'war
criminals’ in phases.

The EGDNC has assigned
the 15-member body to con-
tact the representatives of po-
litical parties and other quar-
ters to gain their agreement
for the trial of Golam Azam.

The 15-member body has.
meanwhile, met the leaders ol
the Awami . the CPB-led
Patriotic Democratic Front.
the Five-Party combine, a fac-
tion of the Muktijoddha
Sangsad and a number of stu-
dent and cultural ns
that extended their support to
the EGDNC.

H:ndtd by 'Eum Sufia
| also meet

t.he Iu.dcn nl' the ruling BNP,
the Sramik Karmacharl Otikya
Parishad (SKOP), Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote, Group
Theatre Federation and other
progressive forces to seek
mpport
The support-gaining cam-
gﬂgn will be completed by
ebruary 1, committee sources
said adding that the next
hase of the EGDNC action will
to mobilise public opinion
on the trial issue throughout
the country.

Leaders of political parties
and other communities havi
people’'s representation wou
be involved in a public-opinion
building campaign.

The EGDNC has planned to
form its branches across the
country to arrange public ral-

lies in this regard. A signature-
collection drive of the EGDNC

is also going on.

More Rohingyas arrive
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overnight stay at Teknal.
Meanwhile, the Muslim
refugees from across the bor-
der reported of systematic

elimination campaign against
them by the Myanmar authori-
ties.

They alleged that the
troops in their homeland in
Rakhaine had launched the
"operation phythawe”
(kingdom of peace) to drive
out the Muslim citizens, who
‘constitute 16 per cent of
Myanmar's 42 million popu-
lace.

The refugees said that the
campaign initially began at four
townships and feared that the
operation would also start soon

at the rest 13 townships of
the province.

The f[rontier towns are
Busidong. Rachidong. Mongdu,
and Akyab with p minantly
Muslim population.

Ban h authorities here

are struggling hard to cope
with cumulatively increasing
number of Rohingya refugees
from across the border.
According to an unofficial
tally, some 70 thousand
refugees crossed the border
since December 21 and took
shelter at different bordering
villages in the district
BSS adds: More than 2,000
Rohingyas crossed into
sh thro different
frontiers of Bandarban and
Cox’s Bazar districts during the
past three days.
They have taken shelter at

different refugee camps of the
districts, official sources said.

Of them 43 families from
Thaimongkhali and Chhotabil
entered Teknal. So far Cox's
Bazar district administration
has distributed Taka three
lakh and 80 metric tons of rice
and wheat among the refugees.

Meanwhile, the district
administration has completed
the enlistment of 25,000

a Muslims. Five medi-
cal teams are working to factli-
tate the medicare service in
that region.

Sayed Nur (50), who came
from Thaimongkhali, told BSS
at Teknafl that Myanmar troops
evicted 600 families of his vil-
lage, of whom 200 families
crossed into Bangladesh
Sunday. Sabbir Ahmed (46) of
Chhotabil under Buchidong
said that more than a hundred
out of a total of 480 families in
his village also crossed into
Bangladesh thro different
border points of arban
district during the past two
days.

Sayed Nur who arrived here
on foot further said that more
than a hundred youngsters
were forcefully taken to un-
known places and 35 young
women were molested. Of
them, Nurunnahar (14), Hafeza
Khatoon (17) and Julekha (17)
were later killed,

The Rohingya Muslims are
crossing into Bangladesh in
batches following severe

scarcity of foodstuff and
medh:lne

AL bill
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would, however, be decided
after the party chief Sheikh
Hasina's return home from
abroad. Hasina is now attend-
ing her alling brother-in-law in

Another resolution adopted
in the AL PP meeting yester-
day, according to sources,
maintained it was surpris-
ing that the foreign missions
in Dhaka were frequently
inviting Golam Azam, a foreign
citizen staying in the country

. and entertaining him
as a Bangladeshi citizen.
According to the AL PP, this is
a violation of diplomatic
norms and practices. The AL
PP has decided to ask the gov-
ernment to clear its stance on

JP stages
demonstration
In City
~ Jatlya Party supporters, in-
clud some women, Monday
- a demonstration in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
demanding release of former
president and party chairman

HM Ershad, reports UNB.
The JP supporters, mostly
in trucks, squatted on
busy Topkhana road for
sometime and chanted ant-
government slogans disrupting

normal traffic in the area.
Ershad, serving a 10-year
imprisonment for possessing
illegal arms, was forced to step
down in the face of a mass up-
surge against his rule in
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‘University

Power workers pressing for their demands in the city on Monday.

—Star photo

UP polls: Voting postponed |
1in eight more centres

Untoward incidents led to
the postponement of
in eight centres on the fifth
day Monday of the ongoing
Union Parishad elections
across the country. :

The Election Commission
(EC) in Dhaka said that the au-
thorities had to stop the voting
in two centres in D . three
in Chittagong. two in Khulna
and one in lelhlh‘l as the sit-
uation went beyond its control
due to clashes.

The EC said that polling in
the rest of the 1775 centres in
351 unions of 42 upazilas in 35
districts was held peacefully.

It was also reported that a
school teacher was suspended
from his Huh Monday on
charges of vote-rigging in
Chittagong. Dijendra Lal
Majumder, Assistant Te
of the Latifpur Abdul Jalil High
School in Sitakunda upazila of
the district was caught red-
handed while voting illegally in
favour of a candidate in
Bhatiart Union., Imamnagar
Government Primary School
centre January 22, he was
nominated the presiding offi-
cer at the centre.

On the sixth day today
[Tuesday). elections will be
held in 201 unions in 21 dis-
tricts. The unions are: 57 in
Rajshahi division, 33 in three
districts of Khulna division, 48
in six districts of Dhaka divi-
sion and 63 in seven districts
of Chittagong division.

An EC press release said

By Staff Correspondent

Commissioner Justice Abdur
Rouf visited some polling cen-
tres in Te and Basta
unions of Keranigan| upazila in
Dhaka during Monday's elec-
tions. During his visit, Justice
Rouf exchanged views with the
voters.

Our correspondent from

Munshigan) in
mﬂnmnfﬂnﬁw
azila was postponed following

clashes between supporters.
The supporters of the rival
groups exploded bombs and
chased ecach other. However,
none was in »

Police folled bids to snatch
ballot boxes from the centres
during polling.

Voting was suspended at
Shekhernagar union’s
Shekhernagar High School
centre and Ghashkand Primary
School centre of Baluchar
unfon. Polling in other 11
unions of the upazila was held
peacefully.

Our DMCH correspondent

that Rawshanuzzaman
Shamim (26) of village
was admitted to

the Dhaka Medical College
Hmpltnl after being in
a polls clash in S up-
azila of Munshigan| district. He

was hit with bamboos and rod
during the clash.

Our Narayanganj corre-
spondent adds: Over 16 per-
sons were injured in a pre-
election clash at hhia

u:mnnfﬂlndl.rup-ﬂhsm

Police arrested three per-
sons in connection with the
clash between the supporters
of G 8 Masud Choudhury and
Raisul Haq. both chairman
candidates in the union.

The infuriated su
hul.h the -Hu at

pporters blasted

mck :ﬂ to pt thl!il'* fellow
released. They also
‘hertmd the police, the UNO
and the ty Commissioner
and kept them detained for
some time. However, addi-
tional police forces later freed
them detention. The ar-
rested persons were: Ziaul
. Sento and Jewel.
ur correspondent from
Sirajgan] reports: The unoffi-
cial ruﬂ'lu of four upazilas of
the district were announced.
The chairmen-elect in-
clude: Nurunnabi Akhter of
Belhachi union. Abdus Sattar of
union, Moinul Hagq
of Doulatpur union. Abdus
Sattar of Bardhul union of
Belkuchi upazila, Al
of Mirkutia union, Omar Faruk
of Sadia Chadpur union, Hatem
All of Sthal Unfon and Moksed
Ali of Noorjahan Union of
Chouall upazila, Nazrul Islam of
Saguna union, Jamser Al of
Deshigram union, Majed Ali of
Naogaon union and Abul
Kashem of Talam union of
Kamarkhand upazila, Akbar
Hossain of Jamtoli union,
Shamsul Haq of Roy Doulatpur
union. Lokman Sarkar of Jhaoil
union, and Abul Kalam of

rs of
police.

that the Chief Election Bhadraghat union.
City corp tenure | o<t
barricade
uﬂucfn::T I:I:e# l:::-?;}:r?tuum‘ ﬂth;x:g the allegations that Of DU rOﬂdS
Besides it is expensive to hold  the government was enacting The plugged entrances to

elections in every three years.

Under the circumstances,
amendments were brought to
the provisions of the term of
office to expedite the process
of taking over charges by new
corporation. So, provision has
been made that the corpora-
tions shall be to have
been duly consfituted after the
election of 75 'per cent of the
total number of its elected
commissioners has taken
place, the statements added.

Winding up the debate the
LGRD Minister said the pro-
mulgation of the ordinances
was democratic and constitu-
tional under parliamentary
system when the House was
not in session.

He said the government
might bring a complete bill of
city corporations in future.
Replying to the demand of
Opposition members to make
the office of the Mayor effec-
tive, he said there was no
mention that it would be

Teachers' demands
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solve them.

Referring to the demands of
the teachers. the minister said
there was no allocation in the
current budget to meet their
demands. However, he pointed
out that the government
would discuss with the teach-
ers as to how {ar the demands
of the teachers could be met in
the next budget.

Barrister Sircar said the
government had already talks
with Principals’ Association,
College Teachers' Association,
Non-Government Teachers'
Federation and Government
Teachers' Federation.

He said discussion would
also be held with the College
Teachers'
Association.

The minister said a strike
without notice is like a bolt
from the blue.

Barrister Sircar said the si-
tuation Iin the educational
arena at the moment was more
or less peaceful.

Editorial on Page 4

laws bypassing Bament. he
cited the examples of promul-
gation of ordinances in 1972.
He said the then government
dissolved the Union Parishad
bodies and replaced the same
by relief committees immedi-
ately after liberation.

Dismissing the accusations
that there were moves to
nominate mayors in an auto-
cratic manner like during the
past autocratic regime, the
LGRD Minister said those
things were never practised by
the t government.

All told 26 Opposition
member pl?:lclpnted in the
debate on co
bills, phdlngdgr em
local bodies including the city
corporations to make them ac-
countable to the people. The
participants included deputy
leader of Opposition, Abdus
Samad Azad, Matia Chowdhury,
SurangitSengupta. Sharfuddin

jit Sengupta, S
Khasru.

After the of the four
city corporations bills, the Law
Minister Mirza Gholam Hafiz
moved the Code of Criminal
Procedure (amendment) bill
for imimediate consideration by
the House.

Biman employees
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A series of negotiatory
meetings between the authori-
ties and the union leaders
since January 19 fatled to re-
solve the crisis, the source
said adding that another such

mee was continuing tll
Monday midnight.
The nt proposed

a ‘considerable’ rise in various
allowances without revising
the pay-scale but the employ-
eces were insis on removi
the '‘anomalies’ which crea
a stalemate, the source added,

Bridge completed

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 27: The
construction of an 18-meter
bailey bridge on the

Baidyanath-Koyelgati-
Shibnathpur road in the dis-

trict was completed Monday. |

the often-troubled Dhaka
University campus were
opened Monday for normal
traffic after 132 days of re-
striction as authorities appar-
ently felt relaxed, reports
UNB.

Road blocks were removed
and police on guard withdrawn
from all entry points of the
campus w secemed to be
calm following the arrest of
some ace troublemakers.

Fire leaves two

dead in Barisal

BARISAL, Jan 27: A devas-
tating fire raged through the
shopping centre of Torky-
bandar in Gournadi upazila of

the district early today leaving
two people dead, reports UNB.

Bhutan’s FM
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cement from Bhutan.

Praising esh's role
in carrying forward the SAARC
to its cherished goal, he said
that the Colombo Summit was
a turning point in the history
of SAARC m:l it mnrk:lfl a
change in thinking of the
leadership for more meaning-
ful regional cooperation.

He said that the reglo
would be left behind un
cooperation among the B-uul.h
Asian nations was Increased in

the light of the changing global
scenario.

He hoped that the SAARC
summit in Dhaka this year
would move in that direction.
Asked why Bhutan was not
holding t.hr. summit, he said
that his country did not have
the infrastructure to hold the
summit and could not accom-
modate the large number of

tes.

Foreign Minister told
newsmen that he had invited
his hi counterpart A
S M Mustafizur Rahman to visit
Bhutan u:hmlt the visit was
likely to place sometime
in March.

Tsering, the first Foreign
Minister to visit sh in
1972, will return to Bhutan

Wednesday.

AL, PDF, 5-Party

lend support to
plan for Golam

Azam’s ‘trial’
By Staff Correspondent
Three political allances and

the Awami League on Monday
extended their support to the
move of the 101 -member
commitiee o try Golam Azam
in “peoples’ court” on March
26.

AL leader Abdur Razzak,
Five-Party lllhnct leaders.
Haider Akbar' Khan Rono,
Shartf Nurul Ambla and Golam
Mahmud, Patriotic Democratic
Front leader Satfuddin Ahmed
Manik and Democratic Revolu-
tionary Jote leader Abu
Mahmud Monday held a meel-

with the ‘Ekattorer Chaa-

. Dalal Nirmool Commitiee’
at the residence of a
committee member and con-
veyed their all-out support to
the effort

The leaders also said that
they would direct their re-
spective party activisis to
muster -::rpnrt to the mowve
and bul public opinion
against Pakistani citizen and an
arch-collaborator of Pak occu-
p-unn army during the War of

, Golam Azam.
leaders also assured
the committee that from now
on they would boycott all the
functions — arranged by the
government or the diplomatic
missions — where Golam Azam
would be
The meeting. prnided over
by commitiee chairperson
Jahanara lmam. was attended,
among others, by Panna Kaiser,
Hassan Imam, Mamunur
Rashid, Col [Retd) Nuruzzaman
and Shahriar Kabir.

Meanwhile, some promi-
nent personalities including
Profl Zillur Rahman Siddiqui.
Justice Debesh Chandra
Bhattacharya, Justice K M
Sobhan, Prof Mosharafl Ho-
ssain, Prol Salauddin Ahmed,
Santosh Gupta, Wahidul Hugq..
Sanat Kumar Saha, Bazlur
Rahman and Abdul Gafur on
Monday expressed
solidarity with the commiliee
and its move to try Golam
Adsum

in a se te press release
Bl.n‘hds.rlll":dcrlunn of Film
Socictics extended its support
to the commitlee.

Dr Shamser Ali
appointed open

university VC

The government has -
inted Dr Shamser Ali,
F:uh-nr of the Department of
Physics of the Dhaka Univer-
sity to the post of Project
Director: /Vice -Chancellor of

the Open University for a
term of four years reports BSS.

Troops, loyalists
ﬁght in Georgia

. Jan 27: One
prnun Was kl.ll:d and at least
two were injured as new
fighting broke out between
government forces and sup-
porters of ousted Georgian
president Zviad Gamsakhurdia

i today, a local official said.

. belonging to the Banglade

their |
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The Midnight File

PARIS, Jan 27 : The French o
sign Lthe 1988 Nuclear Non- Mmmmwmhhﬁw

emmeni spokesman Jack Lﬂ‘

WASHINGTON, Jan 27 ;: The United States on
welcomed President Boris Yeltsin's staltement

missiles in the former Soviet Union would no longer be atmed
be

lﬂtl.hhmmry but said US nuclear targets
welcome any measures which re-
risk to the United States and
allies from the states of the former Soviet Union”,
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said, reports AFP.

duce the lhmt-ﬂ'ﬂw

UNHCR to examine
abuses in Tibet

GENEVA, Jan 27: The UN's

its annual session

mnlmmhww

rule In Tibet.
said he would

lop human rights waichdog
- to examine [ragl

time, Chinese

J Kenneth Blackwell, the US
press for condemnation of Cuba,

llhﬂ-“.

concerned about serious violations of human rights in Burma,
iran, iraq. China and Alghanistan, reports AP.

Power workers
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the September 25 agrecment
between the labour unions and
the ment.

However, the Jatlya Bidyut
Sramik Karmachari Unfon |
JBSKU). backed by the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party

the strike-call

Earlber. member-employees
sh
Bidyut Sramik Federation.
Bangladesh Bidyut Sramik
Unton and Dhaka Electric
Supply Workera' Unioen

WU) observed a 24-hour
sirike that ended at 6 am

The schedule for the fresh
movement was announced at a
rally Monday In front of the
Jatiya Press Club

Talking to The Daily Star
DESWU General Secretary
Ashraf All Khan said that the
government's Indifference
even after a 24-hour strike
had compelled the labour
unions o go for the [resh
movemen! programme. The
“long oulstanding demands”™ of
the power employces were
completely ‘non-political.” he

There was no logic for de
laying implementation of the
September 25 agreement
which aspired to resolve the
problems of the PDB and DESA
employees, Khan added.

Some 20.000 employees of
PDB and DESA belong to the
three agitating labour unions,

Kazi Mosharral Hossain,
president  of the pro-govern-
ment Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority Workers Union |
DESAWU), said that the [resh
programme of the movement
aimed at disrupting the CBA
[Collective ing Agent)
polls of PDB DESA sched-
uled for February 26.

The programme was a con-
spiracy to foil the government
efforts o bring back discipline
in the heavily losing power
sector, DESAWU chief said.

Ershad’s corruption
case: Judgement
on Feb 3

The special court holding
trial of former President
Hussain Muhammad Ershad
Monday set February 3 for de-
livery of judgement n the
cotruption case, reports UNB.

The judgement. earlter
scheduled for Monday. was
stayed by the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court

il Thursday
Corruption case
against two
By Staff Correspondent

Anti-Corruption Hurllu
Monday flled a case
hrmtr :h-lrmm the hr

sccreta of Dhaka
m-u-sn Cwmlrl with Sutrapur

police
Hungriest region
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poverty and improve nutrition
and health for all in the region
should not be left to govern-
ment alone®, he added.

Dr Shen Chunming.
President, Chinese Academy of
Preventive Medicine was
elected Chairperson of the
meeting while K M Rabbani.
Secretary of Bangladesh
Agriculture Ministry was
elected Vice-Chairman.

A five-member Bangladesh
delegation Is attending the
meeting.

Other nations attending the
regional meeting are: Bhutan,
China. Cook Islands,
Democratic Republic of Korea,
Fiji. India, Indonesia. lran,
Japan, Kiribati, Republic of
Korca. Malaysia, Maldives,

Mongolia, Myanmar, :Lrl
New Zealand, Pakistan,
New Guinea,

Papua
Philippines, Western Samoa,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga.

Tyvalu, Vanuat, and Vietnam.
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PACIFIC. CENTRE —
the first international standard

office accommodation

Pacific Centre — the most modern 14 storied building at the heart of
Mohakhali Commercial Area. Some floors of this international standard
building are ready for rent,

Look at the facilities it offers Note its distances from strategic

e Anodised Aluminium Windows
e 5-Star standard toilet

Stand-by generator
Lift

Underground car park
24 hour security guard

city points

e Sonargaon Hotel - 5 minutes’ drive
Dhaka Sheraton - 10 minutes’ drive

Secretariat -

15 minutes’ drive

-

e Bangladesh Bank - 15 minutes’ drive

B

e Sher-e-Bangla Nagar - 10 minutes’ drive

e Baridhara - 5 minutes’ drive

N.G.Os, multi-nationals, local and foreign firms, government /
semi-government / autonomous organisations are welcome.

PACIFIC GROUP

Pacific Centre 14 Mohakhali .A. Dhaka,

Telephone :

882761-5, 884869



