Gamsakhurdia men

surround govt
building in Tbilisi

LONDON, Jan 27: Some
200,000 supporiers ol ousted
Georgian [President Zviad
Gamsakhurdia surrounded the

t building in Thbilisi

gnday night, a television re-

monitored by the British

roadcasting Corporation
(BBC) said, reports AFP,

Tengiz Sigua, the head of
the military council that forced

Gamsakhurdia to [lee, ;Il
among those trapped inside,
Moscow's channel | said.

The demonstration started
after a statement by
Gamsakhurdia urging his sup-
porters lo overthrow the
council was distributed.

In Tbilisi and throughout
Western Georgia the text has

been publicised of the appeal
from Zviad Gamsakhurdia. Who
now heads the republican
strike commitlee there, the
television said.

In the text, Gamsakhurdia
said, "let no one think that |
president of the Republic. of

Georgla, Zviad Gamsakhurdia,
am isolated [rom those actions
‘ol disobedience which are tak-
ing place everywhere. On Lhe
contrary, | am directing them
in every way".

The protests came after
Georgia's ruling military coun-
cil said that supporters of
Gamsakhurdia in the ousted
Georgian president's
stronghold in Western
had rcjected calls to negotiate.

SINGAPORE, Jan 27: The
European Community has
urged the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to help press for the
resloration of human rights in
Myanmar western diplomats
hcr;hllld Monday, reports AFP.

cy said Portugal, which
currently holds the rotating
presidency of the 12-member
EC, also asked ASEAN lo ap-
pcal to the military regime to
allow the family of detained

‘opposition leader Aung San

Suu Kyl to visit the Nobel
Peace Prize winner.

The message was addressed
lo Singapore Foreign Minister
Wong Kan Seng and delivered
Friday, ahead of the two-day
ASEAN summit that opened
here Monday, they said.

The text said the EC was
decply concerned with human
rights abuses in Myanmar and
had made several unsuccessful
approaches to the military
junta, which ignored the re-
sults of 1990 elections, the

sources said.

It called on ASEAN mem-
bers Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, The Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand to use
their influence with their
ncighbour Myanmar 1o press
Yangoon on the human rights
siluation on humanitarian
grounds,

While some ASEAN leaders
have condemned the military's
crackdown on the democracy
movement in Myanmar, the
group's members slaltes have

help restore
human rights in Myanmar

resisted calls from the West
for a hard line and sanctions
against Yangoon.

ASEAN has preferred an
approach of "cohstructive en-
gagement” and sent
Philippines Foreign Secretary
Raul Manglapus to Yangoon last
ycar to make a representation
ol its views.

But the junta refused to
recognise him as an envoy of
ASEAN and the mission was
downgraded to a bilateral visit.

CIS combat troops to
leave Poland by Nov

WARSAW, Jan 27: Combat
troops of the Commonwealth
of 1 nt States will
leave by mid-November
and non combat troops will all
have left

yesterday, ac-
cording to the Polish news
agency PAP, reports AFP.

General Victor Dubinin,
commander-in-chiefl of CIS
troops in Poland, said the
agreed timetable for the with-
drawal of the troops and their
families , estimaied at 100,000
would be respecied.

al a news confer-
ence at Legnica, southwest
Poland, Dubinin said combat
until would quit Poland by
November 15, 1992,

The rest, or nearly 6,000
troops monitoring the transit
via Poland of the troops sta-

tioned in eastern Germany.
will be repatriated by the end
of 1993, PAP quoted Dubinin

as saying.

PAP said Dubinin and Polish
general Zdzislaw Ostrowski,
the government rescntative
for questions linked to the
pullout from Poland, clashed at
the news conference over the
rent of barracks occupied by
the CIS troops and the price
to be paid for pollution they
caused.

Warsaw has estimaied CIS
labilities at several billion dol-
lar but the figure has been re-
jected by CIS members.

The Tass news agency in
Moscow said 23,000 officers
and soldiers, 400 tanks and
200 armored personnel carri-
ers had already left Poland
since the start of the with-
drawal in early 1989,

ELIEFLY |\

Rebels kill 7 trooEs in Colombia:

Colombian guerillas killed 11 soldiers and wounded seven in
two ambushes less than a week before the rebels are due 1o
restart peace talks with the government, the army said on

Sunday, reports Reuter from Bogota, Colombo.
The attacks, the most serious against the security forces

this

year, coincided with a radio report thmt one guerillas

movement will send two senfor commanders Lo Lthe new

round of negotiations with the government. _
In the most serious attack, Marxist Guerillas ambushed

soidiers ling near the ofl industry center of Casabe, 250
km of Bogota on Sunday, killing seven soldiers and
wounding five.

In an attack on Saturday afternoon, rebels ambushed an
mvmrlh%mtuwnal\'ﬂdiﬂn.ﬂhm
m-tli the capital, in which four soldiers were killed,

two were injured.

281 detainees freed in Jammu:

The Jammu and Kashmir government Monday released 28]
Kashmiri detainecs who were arrested In connection with
subversive activities, PT] says from Jammu.

The release was ordered on the oceaston of the 43rd

Republic Day aflter the screent
(ANCS,

MMILH

an offictal spokesman said
This is the biggest ever number of detainees released In

X

state in the last two years, he said.

Chinese N-scientist missing:.

Chinese nuciear scientist vanished In the mountains of
southwest China three months age, and authoritics have fafled

to uncover any clues about his . an officials
from Betjing says.
engineer at Shangha! Nuclear

newspaper reported Monday, AP

Hua a sendor
Institute of Chinese

on October 15 in Sichuan
y mountains

of Sciences, was lasl seen

rovince's Emei Mountain, one of
a popular tourisi site, the China
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PLO to take part in Moscow talks

AMMAN, Jan 27: The
Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) has de-
cided that a Palestinian delega-
tion will take part in multilat-
eral talks with Israel in
Moscow, the Palestinian envoy

to Jordan, Tayeb Abdel Rghim,

, said here early today, reports

AFP.

_Haidar Abdel Shafi, head of
the Palestinian delegation at
the bilateral Isracli-Arab nego-
tdations will not be a member
of the delegation which is to
leave for Moscow today, he
added .

Jordanian officials and the
PLO leadership kept close
contacts Sunday to "assess the

situation and decide on the
participation at the multilat-
eral,” Rahim said.

Informed Jordanian sources
here said- King Hussein and
Prime Minister Zeid Ibn
Shaker talked to PLO leader
Yasser Arafat by telephone to
coordinate their positions.

Jordan has decided to take -

part in the Moscow talks due

to open Tuesday and its dele-

tion has al arrived in
Russian capital.

The PLO’s executive com-
mittee met in Tunis overnight
Sunday to give its official ver-
dict on the conference.

A senfor PLO official, Yasser
Abed Rabbo, said earlier the

PLO demanded that the
Palestinian delegation to the
talks include representatives
from both inside the lsraelf
occupied territories and from
abroad.

Allowing Palestinians from
outside the territories to take
part would open the door for
PLO partictpation in the US
and Russian-sponsored peace
process. Israel rejects any di-
rect PLO role.

In the occupied territories,
Palestinian leaders on Sunday
urged the PLO to declare a
Palestinian boycott of the mul-
tilateral talks,

Two ofher Arab partics,
Syria and Lebanon, have al-

ready said they will not attend
the Moscow conference be-
cause [srael — in recent bflat-
eral negotiations — had failed
to commit itselfl to a with-
drawal form occupied Arab
territory.

Arafatl charged Saturday that
the United States had reneged
on a pledge to allow the orga-
nization to attend the multilat-
eral talks.

The PLO has argued it was
entitled to take part in the
Moscow conference because
the mulitflateral talks would
also cover the i{ssue of
Palestinian refugees, a prime
concern of the organisation.
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Party (BJP). Muslim separatists are waging a campaign for secession in Indian-held

Kashmir.

— AFP/UNB photo.

Pan Am, UTA bombings

Libya to cooperate with UN

chief in investigations

TEHRAN., Jan 27

was addressing a press confer-
ence al the end of a three-day
visit lo Tehran.

"We are ready to cooperate
in full with the United Nations

General to clarify the
facts and establish the respon-
stbilities™ in the bombings of
the US and French planes in
1988 and 1989 that 440
people, he said. -

"But we will never agree
be scapegoats for the
Americans, who are treatin
this affair as If we were one o
their states.”

Libya's second-in-command

charged that UN Security
Council resolution 731 was
"unjust and against the charter
of the United Nations, which
does nol have jurisdiction over
legal questions.”

The council passed the
resolution last Tuesday urging
Libya to comply with US and
British requests for the sur-
render of two Libyan nationals,
indicated in connection with
the bombing of a Pan Am air-
liner over Lockerbie, Scotland.

France has also named
Libyans as suspects in the ex-
plosion

UN mine-sweepers
to arrive in
Cambodia by
Saturday

PHNGM PENH. Jan 27 :
More than 1,000 UN soldiers
: and other

Cambodian refu from re-
turning home, a UN official
said, reports AP

UN in Cambodia, also
said the for UN super-
vised elections 1993 re-

US Senate for bi g‘ cut
in defence spending

Union,” said Mitchell, a demo-
crat. “It's not likely to happen:
we could reduce that signifi-
cantly.”

His slatement came [wo
days before President George
Bush's state of the union
speech, expected by republi-

can senators to outline
Pen spending cuts among
other measures.

Senate minority leader Bob
Dele, who heads the

" Republican oppeosition in

congress, said had been
talk Bush would probably seek
to cut the defence budget by
S0 billton dollars.

Japan sets up
ties with 5
former Soviet
republics

TOKYO, Jan 27: Japan
opened . diplomatic ties with
Ukraine and four other former
Soviet republics, Foreign
Ministry officials said Monday,

AP.

Foreign Minister Michio
Watanabe, now in Moscow, ex-
changed diplomatic papers on
Sunday with representatives
from Ukraine, Belarus,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan establishing rela-
tions effective immediately,
they said.

Japan had recognized the
member countries of the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States in December and
transferred its relations with
the former Soviet Union to
Russia.

Azeri troops shell

Armenian
village: 7 killed

MOSCOW, Jan 27 : Armed
soldiers shelled an

Armenian village in the dis-
puted region of Nagorno-
Karabakh. killing seven people
and wounding more than 10,
the Tass news agency reported

Monday, says AP,
The Azerbaijani forces on

Sunday fired artillery on the
small village of Karin-Tak in an
attack that repurtcdlz killed
some women and children,

Tass a spokesman for
the Republican Self-Defence

Headquarters as saying.
Armentan forces counterat-

lages, muu to it
televiston.

ssian

One fighter killed in the
counter strikes reportedly
carried a document identifying
him as a French citizen. The

TV lmrl quoted a spokesmen
for Azerbaijan People's
Front saying the man was a

mMercenary.

French officials in
Moscow said they had
no information about the man.

Bharat
Bhushan
dead

BOMBAY, Jan 27: Noted ac-
tor Bharat Bhusan died at his
residence in Bandra, a north-

4 west city suburb, this morning.

He was 7], reports PTI.

He is survived his wife,
Ratnamia, and two

Bharat Bhusan's most popu-
lar ilms include Baiju Bawara,
Basnat Bahar , Mirza Ghalib
and Barsaat Ki Ek Raat. Besides
he also acted in many TV seri-
Al

Mayjor fell asleep on
first date

LONDON: British Prime® Minister John

Major lived up to

his bland image on Su admi in h-
m"dzﬂ.wm a much-heralded

radio programme that
wife, reports Reuter.

He also included a
1948 cricket match
commentary in  his
selection of recordings on
Britain's longest running
radio show "Desert Island
Discs.” which celebrates
its 50th anniversary this
week.

The much-loved British
Broadcasting Corporation
programme invites
celebrities to imagine
themselves cast away on a
deserted 1{island and
choose the eight records
they would want with"
them.

It is famed for getting
guests to reveal intimate
detalls about their private
lives, but Major kept a
determined stiff upper lip
throughout. War heroes

on the first date with his

and blustering politicians are sometimes reduced to tears as

they reminisce over the music.

Major came across as a steady family man with few inter-
ests outside politics and cricket. He floudered for a moment

when asked what he would do it he was no
"Perhaps | would like to do a bit of writing,”

\

in politics.
said.

Mrs America may lose title

CORONADO, California: You can’'t get divorced and stay

Mrs. America. says AP,

Jill Scott, the current Mrs. America, will lose the title f
her divorce becomes final before her reign ends in April, a

pageant official says.

‘Our regulations state that any contestant or titleholder
must be married,’ said David Z. Marmel, president of the
Santa Monica-based pageant. "If she is divorced, we'd have a

problem."

Mrs. Scott, 32, separated from her husband, G E Scott of
Scottsdale, Ariz. in September 1990, three months before
winning the Mrs. America title, and filed for divorce in May
1991, said Matthew M. Kremer, her attorney.

Mrs. Scott hasn't signed papers that would make the di-

vorce final, Kremer said.

Mrs. Scott. who lives in suburban San Diego, has an un-
listed telephone number and couldn't be reached for com-

ment.

Her husband said Kremer 'was not authorized to say one
word' to the media and had made statements that were
‘totally false’. He declined to identify or correct any specific
statements he contends are false.

BUENOS AIRES. Argéntina: Argentine President Carlos
Menem, 61, who has been called the world's most dapper
head of state, modeled elegant sports clothes for the latest
edition of the Daily La Nacion's Sunday Magazine, reports

Reuter.

Menem posed wearing stylish [tallan linen blazers and
trousers at the Uruguayan seaside resort or Punta Del Este.

The peronist leader, who travels with his personal hair-
dresser, plays soccer and tennis to stay trim and admits he
touches up his grey hair, leaving a streak of white-on his

trademark sideburns.

But last year he hotly denied rumours that he had under-
gone cosmetic surgery, blaming his suddenly swollen features

on a swaps sting.

BOSTON, Arkansas

vernment and Demeocratic

Arrests aimed at leading people, army into war

ALGIERS, Jan 27 : Mushm
fundamentalists, waging a war
of words Sunday against
Algeria's military-backed

The Salvation Front's acting
leader, Abdelkader Hachani,
was arresied for al-
legedly calling on the army o
desert.

wants to install an [slamic
State, swept the, December 26
first-round vote. Its near-cer-

vers which resulted in the res:
tion of Presidént Chadli
and L in the
five-member State
Committee.

The Salvation Front said
the sertes of arrests “are aimed
at leading the and the
national Popular Army inte
War.

The Salvation Front has
made increasing references to
the army in its official state-
ments as thetr standoffl with
the new rulers continues.

Mig

.

The movement's operations
were radically weakened by

orders last week to enforee a
law against political discourses
at mosques and banning gath-
er outside mosques.
new orders were en-
forced at Friday prayers -
massive ment of
and security , and wamn-
ing shojs were fired In two
districta to disperse tense
crowds.
Authorities also have tar-
ted some journalists in their
to crush the fundamental-
ist volce, arresting five editors
from two Ar-hhm news -
rs, one cont by the
Front. They were ar-

Presidential Bill ton embraces his wife Hillary
after some lighting fell near them during the ng of
CBS's '60 Minutes' interview. photo.
- FIS
.
rested Sat fo blishi Party Infighting, always
the tﬁl‘l‘l'l:mutr E: lrhl::: rampant, reached a peak with

Hachan! was arrested, a “call to
rebellion and disobedience.”
authorities said.

Numerous foreign re-
g-ltrl have been brieflly held

questioning. At least four
Spanish journalisis were ex-
pelied, according to the inde-

pendent newspaper El Watar.

The standofl between fun-
damenialists and authoritics
has overshadowed a duel
within the lormer ruling m
the National! Liberation L
which controlled the natten
since iIndependence (rom

France in 1963.

Nerhi's denunciation of the
High State Commitiee as un-
constitutional, and a meeting
of some party offictals with the
Salvation Front.

The National Liberation
Front's Central Commitice was
meeting In an extraordinary
scssion over the weckend iIn
an effort to find a single voice,

But newspapers said the Front,
which placed a poor third In
the tary electionas,

was in the midst of an

“tmploston.



