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Why Teachers Strike

The lingering teachers’' strike, in its 11th day
, threatens to disrupt the cnuntry S new

ar. Teachers I‘rnm 8 non-
wachooh mdnslr{nl
ﬁ udle’ ng for their 5-point demands lhlt

mmtu others, the readjustment of their

to the new national pay
mlc fnr tht government employees, employment
of new teachers In the e:llul}' vacant posis,
reintroduction d’ welfare trust for the tuchcrl.

tn higher grades for four categories of
E nationalisation of services of

rnmrtnt school teachers. The striking

tnchen numbering as many as 2,39,000 have

happiiy kept their doors open for discussion for

are sure they are very much alive to the situa-

tion that no less than 45,00,000 students are 4

mmbebadlyaﬂected by their strikeatt e
start of the new academic year.

The gmnmnt responses to the strike call

E

h, are cool. Perh the authority’'s
best I'tlll the fact that the non-gov-
ernment teachers, with their known economic

vulnerability and even pulls and pressures from
will be forced to quit the street. Then it
should also be admitted that desperate and
organised people can sustain in the face of
overwhelming odds for longer times than the
government thinks them to do. To ore the
genuine demands of teachers is to further com-
plicate the issue and in turn jeopardise the
of the education system.

As thlri presently stand, the non-govern-

ment teachers are really discriminated against.
to the tcnchers of primary sch .they
have, most of the time, better academic qualifica-
tions and/ or higher degrees. Yet their emolu-
ment is lower than those of the p teach-
ers. That the quality of second education in
villages is gradually falling can partly be ex-
plained by ts. discrimination. When the financial
incentives are r or nil, how can one expect
bright and qu ed young men taking up teach-
ing at secondary schools as a profession ?
Undoubtedly, the jobs at primary schools are
comparattvely more lucrative but unfortunately —
and inexplicably — the corresponding improve-
ment in primary education with the rise in
salaries uF the primary teachers has not taken
place so far. It is unjust rewarding some people
am;l depriving others when both are endemically
suffering from the same set of drawbacks.

Evidently, some of the demands placed by the
striking teachers are overstretched and those are
meant for bargaining maneuvcrabili?‘ But then
there are certainly some reasonable demands t6o
that have to be looked into — sooner or later, By
delaying the process, you risk the already messy
education system to get messier. It is however
noteworthy the government side has admitted
that in principle it is agreed to a y rise for the
non-government teachers. But the crux of the

roblem is that the government cannut afford to
gc enerous enough to allocate a further amount
120 crore at this stage because it had no
preparatinn for such a huge contingency expen-
diture.

Now the question is : if others can have their
ways notwithstanding the government financial
constraint, why make the r teachers to sacri-
fice? At present, those teachers are just getting a
modicum of government grant and forcing them
to forgo what they genuinely deserve you deprive
them doubly. The excuse of financial constraint

looks flimsier still when the government is not
particularly averse to expenditure in unproduc-
tive sectors. So what is the way out? It is defi-
nitely to settle across the table and through mu-
tual concessions. Maybe, some of the demands
have to be met without much ado and others de-
ferred for solution at a convenient time. But first
the government has to bring the representatives
of striking teachers to the negotiating table.

An Expression of
Love

There is a column of juicy reports in this jour-
nal — appropriately titled 'Off the Record'. It is
understandable that not all entries to the column
would be e ual salivating osrnu don't get a gen-
erous supp that on G every good day.
Inclusion in thts column of a Hong Kong date-
lined story headlined 'Broken-heart's Seclusion
Ends with Fire' must set readers to brood over
the connection between the column title and the
subject of the re

Lau Yi-Man was 1!lihu:d by his girlfriend ten years
back when he was a rather late affair at 40.
Lan decided to live with his depression in
seclusion in a 50 square-métre cubicle.
whole of the last ten years some nei
funded by his family all of whom had migrated to
hustralja squlicd im with his daily necessities.
At the end of the decade of unmitigated anguish,
a fire broke out on the premise and fire fighters
had to bring him out of his hole and break his
self-inflicted exile from the world around him.

Perhaps thl:!‘t would be some among the read-
ers who, lapp uP the story in one good gulp,
would smll: anr.l et slip a half—mntemptunua
'Fool'. We are sure there wnuld be others whose
hearts would be touched. They would feel sin-
cerely sorry for Lau, the lover cxtraurdmary — a
kind of Devdas. And there wauld be still others
who would be inspired by this rare show of
strﬂm of luv: For the Romeos of the world, it

er an easy way out to put an end to life in a
fit of despe ratjun But then there are Majnus and
Farhads In the world too who on the burden
ol‘ love's pangs and pains for every living moment

a{h And Lau seems to be a worthy succes-
sur in that glorious tradition.

However, therc will again be some who would
be Intrlgucd by the editors treating the news, if
not juicy with clever underpinnings of 'porno’
suggestions, but decidedly as something l:ﬂ:&:.al.rn:~
Now what is there in Lau's enduring anguish that
can warrant such rash dismissal which is by itself
borders on the odd? Love has a myriad ways of
expre itself. And deep love has the power to
transcend the dictates of the sensible and burst
in a thousand rays rivalling the aurora borealis.
There is no reason to take our hats off to Lau's
depth of love, It was not a case of infatuation as
most fleeting passions are — and yet are claimed
as love. Lau has made that one very important
with ten years of suffering like some saints of

yore. Perhapb we would not like to follow him in
thls that's a measure for our limitation as cre-
tures capable of love. But surely we can think with

drue love and admiration of this sweet breeze
come from the classical world.
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IT IS TIME FOR THE OPPOSITION TO SET UP A ‘SHADOW CABINET’

mul vital institution of our democratic systcm.
Under no circumstances, we can think of do-

ing without it norms, held In
This being the case, one wonders Il Lthe po- more time
Itical represented in the parllament, homework on
es the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
(BNP) and the opposition Awami Leaguc The situation on the

(AL} have not been
the situation. The two

the Sangsad.

If the major parties are unaware of the pub-

lic disenchantment with their

performance
may also be out of touch with Lhe feclings

there is
N
- 90 far. Some would

undue advaniage of

assume that thetr
positipns remain impregnably secure no mat-
mmmmmmim“mmm
lenlnrmmﬂnﬂhrhlrz‘dmﬂ-
chantment among a cross-section of ( -
lic, especially the media, with their role inside

According lo one veleran parliamentarian,
these new members need training and oricnla-
tion courses on

tary practices and
n Sangsad scssions,

in their constituencies, more
and, above all, more

meetings of the parlilameniary board.

ton froni is no

better. In fact, it is worse, since Lthe AL has
more time and
to play the
conscious of, the allernative government .

the anti-Ershad movement and later

in the election

ﬁ'“ without placing before Lhe people

nity than the ruling
it does nol seem particu-

both BNP and Al had

respective socio-economic agenda, under

thinking of their own mid-level members

or their back-benchers. To guole one -ut:h
mtniur "After being in the parliament for
l.jy:u.rlmnnl yet quite sure whal ex-
id do as a member of Lhe parha-
my role today ts differ-
activist outside the

mﬂltl.mlm‘d-t
ent from that of a

Jatlya Sangsad.”

The general complaint among most mem-
of the ruling party. is that
nuu.:ﬁa of their parliamentary commitice are

far between, that they get little or no

bers, especially

briefings on bills
Benches and that

presented

barrassment to the

getting the limelight
Prime Minister.”

The overall situation is particularly frustrat-
ing for new members of the Jatlya Sangsad.

by the Treasury
they are gencrally discour-
lrd from bringing up oo many local problems
their constituencies for fear of causing em-
rnment. "Then”, says
another member, "We gel caught in the inter-
nal bickering within the top leadership and we
keep on watching one another as o who is
or the attention of the

their common premise,
; Ershad and the rest, including the reconstruc-
tion of the country, will follow in duc course.”

s

. m i g g

ernment of Begum Khaleda Zia wonl aboul

made.

This is exactly where Lhe
faticd, with ils casc going by
sucs, just mentioned, the opposition has much

UN Gomg Broke

Fund Lack Endangers Peacekeepmg Eftort

Ian Steele writes from the United Nations

n enduring frony of the
United Nations' rising
popularity is that the

going broke,
term ended
December 31, former UN
Secre General Javier Perez
de Cuellar warned member
states thal the UN is on the

organisation is
Before his

| "brink of insolvency” without a

major infuston of funds.

Indeed, Mr Perez de Cuellar
revealed that UN peacckeep-
ing opcrations have been ef-
fectively running on empty
since mid-1991, "By mid-
Augusl, these rescrves were
completely depleted.” he toid

General Assembl
"From mid-August until mk{
October, | was obliged to bor-
row from the few peacckeep-
ing operations which had cash
in excess of their immediate
requirements, to meet both
regular budget obligations and
the cash requirements of other
new peacckeeping operations.”

A handful of nations bridged
the mid-year crisis by
coughing up some of their

IRRORING Armenian

preoccupation  with

the past, the building
housing one of the world's
most extensive archives docu-
menting the suffering of the
Armenian people throughout
history dominates the skyline
of the capital of Yerevan.

On a hill above this city of
800,000, the two-storey red
stone Matenadaran Library
stands as a silent testimony to
the persecution of Armenians
during the past 15 centuries.
"One can actually hear the
silence,” says Armenian writer
Derenick Demirchan.

Within the walls of the old
library is stored the world's
largest collection of Armenian
manuscripts. Dating as far back
as the 4th century, the
100,000 documents as well as
10,000 manuscripts and 4,000
fragments chronicles the
history of Armenians and other
peoples in Central Asia.

Matenadaran's manuscripts
contain exclusive and invalu-
able information on the history
of Tran-Cauasia, Iran, Russia,
Ancient Byzantium and Turkey,

More than 25,000 manus-
cripts have survived the
vicissitudes of Armenian his-
tory and
Jerusalem, Venice, Vienna,
London, Paris, Thilisi and New
York. but the Matenadaran col-

are conserved in.

unpaid dues, but only after an

urgent and direct a by

the Secretary to their
Ministers.

UN obligations currently
include 10 peacekee Inl
operations — three of t

and seven on- plr.‘.

do nol include peace-

keeping plans for Cambodia
and Yugoslavia

In 1992, the ted cost
for the first six months in
Cambodia are about USS$19
milllon. A cash advance of
US$200 million which will
also be needed Lo underwrite
the procurement of equipment
and supplies for the UN
Transitional Authority which is
to be established in Cambodia.

The UN's currenl accumu-
lated shortfall includes
US$24.6 millon for its regular
budget and US$46.5 million
for peacckeeping.

"My capacitly lo resort lo
stop-gap [financial measures
han been virtually exhausted,”
Mr Perez de Cuellar told Lhe

Armenia

lection is the best one, and its
custodians display them with
unconcealed pride,

The library stands at the
end of the renamed Avenue of
Independence (formerly Lenin
Avenue) together with a mon-
umental stone statue of
Mesrop Mashtots, the philoso-
pher who devised the
Armenian alphabet.

Among the manuscripts
besides those written in
Armenia are others which
come from Jerusalem. Alex-
andria, Constantinople, Lovov,
Teodosia, Rome, Cyprus and
the Philippines.

The Russian scholar Sergei
Borodin, in referring to the
literary treasures of Mate-
nadaran, has stated that "many
of their pages are yellow with
age, others bear signs of sabre
cuts, and many still show
traces of tears and bloodshed
for the tragic saga of the
AII]E -!

The geo hical position
of Armei E:afcmnmds be-
tween two continents. Europe
and Asia, has made the country
a continuous battlefield, and its

formulating its programme, undcr both inter-
nal and external
lected issues — some directly prompled by the
add agencies — laking ils own time,
often than not, withou! any outery from within
the parllament. Al long last, the country has
some kind of an outline of the govermment's
policies in such arcas as disinvestment in the
industrial sector, foreign
operation, female education and

control. It is still very much incomp
rather adhoc in nature bul a start has been

res, on carefully se-

but more

policy, regional co-
thon
, and

AL has
On the is-

UN General Assembly. "It is &
source of profound concern o
me that the same membership
which deems It appropriate to
entrust the UN Secrelarial
with unprecedented new re-
sponsibilities, has not Llaken
the necessary action lo ensure,
at the same time, that the
minimum resources required
to carry oul those responsibili-

"Let's get rid of

Awaml League Should Offer an Alternative Government
at the Jatiya Sangsad

o say by way of criticising the policies of the
administration — which it docs from time o

time somewhat unconvincingly — but it is
never able 1o offer any new policies, in per-
forming its role of an alternative government.
By now, we know of some of the weaknesses of
Lthe governmeni's economic policies, in such
arcas as the introduction of VAT, anti-smug-

gling drive, the stalemale over BCCl and the i

loan defaulier issue. What we do not know is
how these weaknesses would be remedied un-
der an adminisiration headed by Sheikh
llasina. In eflect, the country as a whole — and
the media In particular — arc not sure if the
opposition has an overall perception of the

problems and prospects facing the government

and the people.

Not surprisingly, thercfore, an
has gained ground in public mind that there

HOME AND ABROAD

S. M
On its assumption of power, the BNP gov.

Ak Sl et~ =l e —wetilil e T -t ety B i

ALl

are really no major diflererwes between the
HBNI® and AL in most major areas, the only di-
viding issue being Lhe pace of effectiveness and
tmplementation of their shared commitments.
This impression is further strengthened by the
fact that no matller which party — AL or BNP —
the economic policies of the
country may be largely inflluenced — If not dic-
lated — by the condilionalitics {
ald agencies and, iIn the fickd of foreign rela-
by the c¢xiernal realities over which

is In power,

thons,
Bangladesh has no control.

An eflective opposition In the parfiament,

L roke of an -ll.rrr-tlvt gov
| such an impression. In
Lthe conlext ol Bangladcesh, t can make a case,
inside the parllament and oulside, thal it can

develop a new relationship of parinership with

which performs 1

ernment, can dispc

one billlon dollars (USSOSSH. |
milllon)] — an obscene sum of
money in Lhe context of the
world community's expanding
agenda for the organisation,
When asscssed contribu-
tions for the UN's regular op-

1] member slales h-:i met
their obligations in full. By

Majority of UN member states have come to accept
default on their financial obligations as the norm.
The UN, in fact, is on the brink of insolvency

ties are provided on a relable
and predictable basis, in
accordance with the provisions
of the UN C s

At Lhe beginning of
November, 102 of the 166
member nations were behind
on their financial obligations to
pecacekeeping and the daily

of UN affairs.
That's shortfall of almost

October 31, only 65 member
states have paid in full.

The nations withholding
the largest share of contribu-
tions o UN operations were
the Uniied States, which owes
USS344.5 million for the regu-
lar budget and USS485 4 mil-
lion for peacckecping: the
former Soviel Union, which
owes USS48 million and

Fifteen hundred years of Armenia’s tragic
history are documented in manuscripts

conserved and displayed with

care and

pride in the Yerevan library. Eduardo
Gomez Ortega of IPS reports from Yerevan,

Armenia.

struggles for liberation against
all kinds of invaders have been
sung in the epic poem David
Sasunsky, which occupies a
place of honour in the library.

The most ancient manus-
c:ngn. dating from the 4th and
5t centuries, reflect a
difficult period of Armenian
history n the country was
divided between Byzantium
and Persia.

It was in this epoch that
Mashtots the Armenian
alphabet of 39 letters which
enabled is people to conserve
and treasure their cultural her-

1.1: because in the churches

schools "The Engraved” —
as classic Armenian is known
— replaced Greek and
Assyrian.

The ancient Armenian

manuscripts were written on
parchment and one notable
copy of the Bible, illuminated
in silver and on exhibit in
Matenadaran, was bought in
the 12th century for two
geese, two horses and a cow,
then later sold to pay the ran-
som of the owner's brother,
daughter and sister-in-law,
who were captives of the
Turks.

The manuscripts were
treated as relics, and it was
usual for couples without chil-
dren to be commissioned by
monasteries to dedicate them-
selves to copying them. The
copies are then turned over to
the monks, who conserved
them down the centuries.

In times of war,
manuscripts were deposited in

g3
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performance within the Sangsad. in debates, in
policy statements, on the private members’ day

and even during the question-answer session.

As an alternative government, it can per-

form fs r*:“* its own research

impression cell — or° tank' as one may call # —
which uses the best experts in the country in

the formulation of position papers, even poli-

cies, on wide ranging national and Interna-

_ tional issues.
o The

by the Would these spokespersons consiftute I

USS126.8 million,

tively: South Alrica, U!HB
milllon and USS16.5 million,
Hrazil and Argentina, USS17.8
milllon and USS |4 million, re-
spectively, for the regular
budget. and Japan, which is
withholding US843.2 million

from peaccheeping,

A review of the UN's work-
ing capital fund shows that Lhe
majority of Member Siales
have come Lo accept default
on thetr financial obligations as
the norm. In the first 25 years
of the UN's existence il consis-
lently had working capital In
excess ol 25 per cent of its
approved budgel ex fture.
Hut by 1991 its capital had
croded to just 6 per cent of
appropriations — sulficient for
just Lhree wecks operating
EXPENSCS.

US Secretary-General, Mr
Perez de Cucllar has asked the
General Assembly o adopt
aserics ol proposals designed
to establish a normal working
cash llow commensurate with

Documenting Centuries of Travail

secret places, but’'if they fell
into the hands of the enemy,
th¢ whole community under-
tock to ransom them at a very
high price. But even then, this
was often impossible.

In 1170, more than 10,000
ancient manuscripts collected
in various monasteries and
kept in the fortress of Balaberd
were burnt when the castle fell
into the hands of the Turks.

"All ves of Christianity
had to be destfoyed, particu-
larly books,” noted the scholar
Anatoly ﬁ:lhl.ﬂln.m E for the
past 25 years do
research on the l.'cnr'n,m::rt[:ll':..1l

Matenadaran began its
as a library of Armenian liter-

treasures at the end of the
5th century, and it still con-
serves any letter from the his-
torlan Lazar de Pharp to Prince
Vagan Mamikonian protesting
against the seizure of his writ-
ing by the prince.

Pharp's manuscripts were
expropriated at this time by
the library in Etchmiadzin, the
scat of the Armenian patriar-
chate. This library for cen-
turies became the custodian of
works conserved in the

the mhurlnj
obligation which have

of a USS]! billlon Peace
Endowment Fund. If

by the General . the
Fund would draw on .-n-ﬂ
and voluntary contributions
from governmenis, and lake
the unusual step of Inviling
lunding from the sec-
tor and individuals.

Other proposed steps o put
the United Nations on a finan-
cial footing equal 1o the grow-
ing demands of Member
States, include authorisation
for the Secretary-General to :
Charge nalions interest on
their outstanding contribu-
ttons, Horrow on commercial
markets Il other sources are
inadequate : Establish a
USS$50 millon Humanitarian
Revolving Fund to cover emer-
gency situations, the
receipt of p contribu-
tions from donor governments
and others. — Depthnews Asia.

monasteries.

The library of Etchmiadzin
was later converted into
Matenadaran, "the book de-
pository”, Armenia's most im-
portant cultural treasure. In
1920, a new period began
when the country was trans-
formed into a socialist republic
of the Soviet Union. On Dec,
17, 1920, the library was pro-
claimed the property of the
state, and in 1939 it was
transferred from Etchmiadzin
to Yerevan. In 1959 by official
decree it was converted into

the Armenian [nstitute for
Ancient Manuscripts.

the silent halls with
their glass showcases,
mm%‘mhmmﬂ-—

play. They include the largest

" of the manuscripts, written

766 years ago and weighing 34
kgs, and the smallest, the size
of a matchbox, dating five

centuries ago and weighing 19
gms.

The hides of no less than
17 oxen were needed to make
the former, while the latter
was written on the hide of a
new-born calf. It can only be
read with a microscope.

The Iarge manuscript was
stolen in 1204, but some
7.000 silver drachmas were

collected in Armenian villages
to ransom it
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Letiers: for publication. in: these colamns: should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred; and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.
Experience for Job

Sir, It is worthless Lo men-
tion that éemplgyment has be-
come an acute problem of our
country, and number of jobless
people is increasing day by day.
There are more than 10 mil-
lion jobless people in our
country and among them many
are educaled, according lo
statistics.

. After spending a number of
. in education, one finds
rll;nul:ll'f hersell in the midst of
problems when he/she desiree

to bring a smile on the lip the
guardians who spent a lot on
their wards education.

"Experience” is one condi-
tion among others sel by the
employers. There is hardly any
advertiscment of job opportu-
nity that does nol mention ex-
:::m:c. But the question is

can one gain experience
withoult working anywhere,
and who will give the chance?

Experience is nol some-
thing thal one gains as it might
be in terms of education. If
this tendency of employers is

continued, soon the country
will be a land of jobless people.
This will pot only increasc
poverty but also creale law and
order problems. | would like o
request the concerned author-
ities of the government Lo look
into this problem and make
some suitable provisions and
save us from [rustrations.

Md Reyaxuddin
Dhalen

Bakar Khani vs
Baklava

Sir, The attempt to trace
the history of our "Bakar
Khani” in your Dhaka Day by
Day is commendable. But | am
afraid, the comparison of
Dhaka Bakar Khani with
Turkish Baklava is misleading.

Bakar Khanis are of two
types : "mulam”, soft and flully

and "khasta” or "neemsukha”,
semi-dry or crispy. Both the
types can be prepared with
cheese sprinkled on top, or
minced-meat stulled inside
the bread. Usually, ready-made
Bakar Khani is sold plain. |
have had Bakar Khani dipped
in sweetened milk. But then,
Bakar Khani is never baked
sweet, Whereas, Turkish
Baklava is never served salty, It
is neither roasted in a pit
"tandoor”, nor s it served dry
or crispy. Baklava s essentially
a sweetl-meat baked in an n
l.nndouh r. and served dip

a thick sugar syrup with sprin-

kled pistachio. d Pﬂ

Although deliclous Baklava
never reminded me of our
favourite Dhaka Bakar Khani,
Unfortunately, | have not
tasted the Central Asian dell-
cacy ‘lavas’, | therefore cannot
tell the difference but. as for

Baklava and Bakar Khani they
are poles apart.

Hasan Shaheed

Dhaka

Sharing values

Sir, We are living in a sort
of "unrest condition” which
has contributed to our pre-
sent-day lawlessness, moral
de tion etc. Had we been

to share each-other’'s good
views and noble intentions,
"indtvidually” and politically,
we could have overcome this
unstable condition. In reality
everyone of us wishes to estab-
lish the good values but the
problem 1s, while doing so,
one wouldn't like to consider
also the good values of one's
opponent. Everyone wanis o
establish one's values under
one's own initiative in order to

retain one's full l:ru:llt l.nd au-
thority. Unfortunately, all of us
destined to become 'great’
through both individual posi-
tion and group affillation. Self-
interest is being considered as
the main attribute. As a result,
often a mass welfare project
receives resistance from the
other side.

In my opinion, if we can de-
velop the habit and courage of
sharing one-another's noble
thoughts and genuine propos-
als, we will be able to solve
:zor portion of our individual

national problems.

M Zahidul Hague,
Assistant SOf,
Banglades
institute, Dhaka.
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