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Kashmiri women in
Karachi protest unfurl-
ing of the Indian flag
in Srinagar.

Libya to cooperate with
UN chief in invest-

igations
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Improved fabrics seen
"~ a must for garment,
textile future
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| Asia’s rural poor des-
erve better deal
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Dhaka Day by Day

“You as journalists
must obtain better trai-
ning for yourselves. If
unions can sit and ne-
gotiate salaries, why
not negotiate training””
says Morton Giersing,
| a UNICEF advisor for

communications
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NEWS BRIEFS
New HC judges

The President has appoin-
ted Justice Badrul Islam Cho-
wdhury, Justice Kazi Ebadul
Huq and Justice Ainur Reza
Chowdhury, additional
of the High Court Division of
the Supreme Court, as the
judges of the High Court

Dtvision , reports BSS Monday.

AGM of DUJ

The two-day annual gencral
of Dhaka Union of
sts (DUJ) begins to-
day (Tu ) at 10-30 am at
the National Press Club. The
mecting will be inaugurated by
Dhaka University Vice Chan-
cellor Professor M. Muniru-
zzaman Mia. DUJ President
Jahirul Hoq will preside over,

reports BSS.
Heroin recovered:
Two arrested

CID police Monday recov-
ered 75 grams and 50 packets
(puria’) of heroin and arrested
two persons in this connection
from the Babupura slum under
Ramna thana. A CID police
team led by Inspector M. Ziaul
Hasan raided the slum and ar-
rested them recovering heroin

from their possession, reports
BSS.

Presiding officer
suspended

The Election Commission,
under section 5 (3) of the 'Ele-
ction Officials [ special act),
1991" has temporarily suspen-
ded from service Dijendra Lal
Majumdar, a presiding oflicer
and an assistant teacher of
Latifpur Abdul Jalil High Sch-
ool of S#takunda upazila under
Chittagong district. Majumdar
was suspended for his illegal
involvement in favouring a
contesting candidate by pu-
tting marking seal in the

ballot papers, reports BSS,
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AL willing to give more
time to Indemnity body

By Nurul Kabir

The Awami League will
agree to another extension of
the deadline for the submis-
sion of the report of the par-
llamentary committee on
Indemnity Repeal Bill.

It was decided at a two-day
meeting of the Awami Lalg;
Parliamentary Plrty )

u-tmmluddgp
If the uhliurm

extension nf the deadline, the
AL will consider it, AL PP
sources said.
The AL PP has also resolved
to ask the government to
ify its position on "some
eign missions’ frequent irita-
tion" to Professor Golam Az>am.
"A 15-member Special
Parllamentary Commitice,

headed by Law Minister Mirza

Golam Haflz, was formed last
August to scrutinise the AL
:rnmutlbﬂlmhhummﬂ
constitutional bar to try the

people involved in killing of
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman on

156, 1976.

committee failed to fi-
nalise its report on the bill
within the time Wmit given
the House as it could not
a consensus after seV-
eral times. The time
lHmit expired on January 14
this year.

On January 14. the com-
mittee ted the House w0
allow another two weeks to fi-
nalise the report and the
House extended the deadline
up to January 31, 1992.

But with only three days of

th:nt.uhl-dtlﬂltl.
IchlhhH—y
meeting. un:t:e;
members belonging to
ﬂ“m&nl
lhqr recetved any

meeting.

An AL n-her of the com-
mittee, who referred
mity. told this corre-

yesterday

about the rul-
ing party's attitude lowards
the of the Indemnity
(Repeal) , we will let the
government a last chance to
give a second thought to the
issue.’

The AL PP has decided to
extend the deadline, provided
the government wants it from
this point of view, the AL PP

spo
we are

Amwdiutnmrm close
to the committee members

belonging to ruling BNP, the
chief of the committee Mirca
Golam Hafiz would convene the
committee meeting immedi-
ately before the fresh two
weeks deadline expires on

J-.m-y:ll

ing to a ruling party
mi:rrol’thtmmm the
Law Minister is awaiting the
decision of the BNP high
command on this ssue.

If the’ BNP do not support
the of the bill. the AL
would definftely take to the
streets to press for it, another
ALPP resolution said.

The Minal course of action
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Term of office of
city corporations
extended

Piloted by th: LGRD
Minister, Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder the Dhaka,
Chittagong. Khulna and
Rajshahi city corporations bills
were brought to give legal
cover to the ordinances pro-
mulgated early last month,
ending the term of office of
some of the corporations on
December 31 last year.

At the end of two-hour long
debate. the House rejected by
voice votes all amendments for

committees,
Opposition members.

The statements of objeet
and reasoms of the bills said
the three-year term of the city
corporations of Dhaka |,
Chittagong, Khulna and

hahi is X
- the first

Because

charges
becoming alert of their re-
nsibility. They devole
mselves to their work in
the second year and prepara-
tions for the next elections
start in the third year, So.
gct only one year for wor
which is { to devote
fully to the development ac-
Sce Page 12 Col 3

More Rohingyas arrive, allege persecution

From Qur Correspondent

Tthd round of ta]ks today

Twu ynung Rohm[ya children whose flth-r hn hun
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detained by Myanmar troops have taken refuge in a camp

at Hlnchhl OfCOII Bazar district.

— Star photo

COX'S BAZAR. Jan 27: The
third round of border talks
between  Bangladesh and
Myanmar begins today
(Tuesday) at the [rontier
township eof Mongdu in
Myanmar.

A 10-member
Bangladesh Rifles, led by
Chittagong Sector
Commander Colonel Ali Ahsan,
will start at 11 in the moming
for the venue of the meeting.

Col Ahsan will be assisted
by General Staff Officer at the
BDR headquarters Lt Cogl
Rashid Ahmed, Commander ol
37 Battalion of BDR at Cox's
Bazar Major Abdul and
the Commander of 10 Rifles
Hnmﬂmlhhrm

The area commander -of
Myanmar border security
forces [Lunthin)] based in
Rakhaine (formerly Arakan)
province will represent the

side.

The discussion will focus on
the December 21 attack on the
Rejupara border ou t. con-
tinued military build-up by
Myanmar troops along border
and influx of Muslim Rohingya
refugees into Bangladesh. offi-
cials said.

The first flag meeting be-
tween the border guard com-
manders of the two countries
took place at the same venue
on December 31 while the
second round of talks at
Teknaf in Cox' Bazar district
on January 4. Both the meet
ings were held at battalion
commgnder level.

Officials said that the
Bangladesh delegation has al-
ready arrived here (Monday)
and they would start [or
Myanmar tomorrow after a

See Page 12 Col 1
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‘Newspapers will
be given protection
against threats’

Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda told the
Jattya Sangsad yesterday night
that the present government
would not tolerate any
provocative actions by any
quarter which might lead to
chaos, indiscipline damage and
destruction to property, re:
ports BSS.

Making a statement in the
Jatlya Sangsad, the Informa-
tion Minister said the present
BNP government expected

League

Karim Selim's demand of the
government to protect the
freedom of the press from

thgsats, vealed
g G i B e
rew the attention of the
Speaker to a news item pub-
lished in today's daily *
Kagof". He said the daily
been facing threats because it

ublished cartoon series
'ng.n.hr He also alleged

that Maulana Delwar Hussain
Sayedi of Jamaat-e-lslami had
threatened to burn two news-

papers —Ajker Kagoj and
Dainik

Barrister Huda said while
the present government would
not tolerate any such provoca-
tive activities, it would simul-
taneously expect that the
newspapers of the country
wukr come forward to create
public opinion against all such
anarchy. He pointed out that a
section of the are
not cond the
lawlessness and destruction of
public property.

He also said the govern
ment had already started I‘.Ik
ing actions nst indisci-
pline and lawlessness.

L
— e e s ————— -

Neighbours are fuelling

terrorism : Bhutan’s FM
By Staff Correspondent

Bhutanese Foreign Minister
Lynpo Dawa Tesering Monday
blamed ‘radical’ groups from
neighbouring Nepal and India
for patronising anti-state ter-
roriam in his country.

Talking to newsmen at the
residence of the Bhutanese
Envoy in Dhaka Tsering said
that the movement in the
guise of democracy and human
rights by ethnic Nepalese In
southern Bhutan  has
*unfortunately turmmed terror-
istic”.

“They are being supported
by some ambitious people in
south Bhutan who are Urying to

grub power in Thimpu.” he
noted, adding “radical mpi
like the communisis. s
and Naxalites in India and
E:Pli > MB also . supporting

m.

He said that although the
activities of the militants were
limited to southern Bhutan,
the situation was out o
be ‘serious’ and is fast -
ing a threat to national secu-
rity.

*The tragedy is that the

terrorisis are receiving open
and widespread support from

people in Nepal,” Tsering,
who has been heading the for-

cign ministry of the tiny

Himalayan m of 46,000
sq km, for the last 22 years,
pointed out.

Describing. the Bhutanese
monarch as “a very modern,
well-informed and ive
ruler’, he said that the King
was presently trying to intro-
duce democratic order
through decentralisation of
pu:tr and participatory de-
4 =

Rei:rrlng to the existing
bilateral relations with
Bangladesh, the Foreign
Minister of Bhutan termed the

political relations between the
two nations as ‘excellent’.
Teering, on a short private
visit, said that there was
tremendous scope for promot-
ing bilateral trade between
the two countries. He pointed
out that Port could be
very bene to Bhutan after

it was fully developed.

'hlrlng

*We have not yet developed
our third country trade with
Bangladesh.” he said, adding
that currently the Calcutta Port
was being used for that pur-
pose as it is well developed.

The present bilateral trade
between the two countries
stands at around six million US
dollars. Bhutan imports jute
goods. readymade nts,
locally assembled Pajero jeeps
while the import of medicine
was also under consideration,
he noted.

Bangladesh on the other
hand imperts fruits, timber,

coal, boulders, dolomite and |

See Page 12 Col 5

Pakistan withdraws support

from Afghan hardliners

ISLAMABAD, Jan 27
Pakistan accepted toda
UN Secretary General's p
convene an intra- dia-
logue to replace the Kabul gov-
ernment and warmed hard-line
resistance leaders to drop
their ition, reports AFP.

"We been trying hard,
and taken a lot of time to con-
vince the resistance, but they
have not been able to get to-
Fther Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs Siddque Kanju

the

told a press conference here,
"Th: entire UN cannot
be held hostage a few,"

-Klﬂu said, indicating a major
in Pakistan's policy to-
wards the Muslim resistance
over the guerilla leaders' fail-
ure to reach a consensus on
the future of their country.

Sounding a clear warning
to the rejectionist groups
among the Pakistan-based re-
sistance factions, the minister
said Pakistan would try to per-.
suade them to accept the pro-
posal aimed at ending the 13-
year war, "but we will not wait
for them.”

At least three Mujahideen
groups, including the Hezb-i-
Islami party., led by the most
radical leader, Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, have refused to sit
with representatives of the
Kabul government as envisaged
in the May 21 five-point UN
Blueprint.

The broad-based Afghan
Assembly would be convened
by UN Secretary General
Boutros-Ghali, who would draw

:nlid a list of participants, Kanju

He gave no date for the
meeting but western sources
here said the intra.Afghan dia-
logue had been ' tentatively
planned to take place by the
end of February. Egypt. Turkey
and Switzerland have been
mentioned as possible venues
for the gathering.

Kanju said the modalities of
the assembly would be decided
by Boutros-Ghali. If asked,
Pakistan would happy to host
it, he added.

"We will facilitate the con-
vening of a representative
u-cmhl]r and respect it out-
come,” the minister said,

that prospects for a just
political settlement have
lrcll.ly 1mpmmd

Twu soldiers of US lrmy engineers team now in Bangladesh to help construct cyclone

shelters in coastal areas are at work in Halishahar, Chittagong.

—Star photo

Asia-Pacific—the hungrzest region’ in world

From Chapal Bashar

BANGKOK, Jan 27: A 5-day
regional conference on nutri-
tion opened here Monday with
a call to step up efforts to re-
move and malnutrition
that afflict half a bilion people
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Sponsored jointly by the
Food, and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the
World Health Organisation
(WHO), the conference is the
first of several meetings the
two UN ncies are sched-
uled to hold this year in differ-

ent parts of the world.

Some 1850 officials and ex-
perts from Bangladesh and 28
other countries gathered at
the meeting that will discuss
the state of nutrition in Asia
and the Pacific region.

Welcoming the delegates
FAO Assistant Director General
A Z M Obaidullah Khan de-
scribed the Asia-Pacific region

as the "hungriest region” in
the world with half a billion of
its population living in

"extreme poverty”.

Khan, a former minister of
Bangladesh and also the FAO
representative for Asia and the
Pacific, said that 350 million
women suffer from nutritional
anaemia. Besides 20 million
children are condemned to
premature death and another
260,000 blind every year
because of nutritional deficien-
cies.

“This is our shame®, he
said.
The regional conference

planned for this year will cul-

minate into an International
Conference on Nutrition (ICN)
scheduled in FAO's headquar-
ters, Rome, in December.

The main ctive of the
Bangkok meeting is to
the regional input for the
Rome conference and the
Global Plan of Action which the
ICN is to produce.

The Rome conference will
be the first of its kind where
food, nutrition and health will
be considered at the global
level in political terms.

Thailand’'s minister at-
tached to the Prime Minister's
office Meechai Viravaidya inau-
gurated the meeting at the
FAO regional office.

Referring to the Rome con-
ference, the Thal minister
said: “This will be a valuable
opportunity for the world
community to devote the polit-
ical will and necessary re-
sources to ifmprove nutrition
for all, but most importantly
for those who otherwise
would suffer malnutrition.”

The minister expressed the
hope that the Bangkok meet-
ing would highlight the neces-
sity of increasing awareness
of the magnitude, causes and
consequences of all forms of
malnutrition.

Minister Meechal main-
tained that the closer coopera-
tion and greater involvement
of the private sector are
essential to alleviate poverty
and malnutrition.

“The struggle to alleviate

See Page 12 Col 8
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bribery and personation at an
election under sections 171E
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Suranjit Sen GCupta,
Matin Khasru and Tabibur
Rahman Sarder.

Power workers
announce
72-hour strike

from Feb 10
By Staff Correspondent

Several labour undons in

programme ends with
a 72-hour strike beginning at 6

Dhaka Electric
Authority (DESA).
The demands of the PDB
and DESA employees include,
among others, a scparate n'
scale and implementation of
See Poage 12 Col 7

Biman employees
hold grand
rally tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent _

The employees «
Bangladesh Biman strugglir
to realise their one- pnlnl. de
mand of a revised
would hold a g;-rnf. on
Wednesday in front of Bimar -
office, Sramik Union source
said.

Leaders of the unions an
nounced the date at a briet
rally of the workers near the
Biman office Monday morning.
They also held a procession to
press home their demand. |

They said that the workers
from Chittagong, Rajshahi,
Jessore, Cox's Bazar, Sylhet
and Syedpur would attend the
rally in which the new pro-
grammes of action would be
announced,

Sce Page 12 Col 4

'No allocation in
current budget
to meet teachers'

demands’

The t is keen to
resolve problems of teach-
ers through discussions,
Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar told the
Jatiya Sangsad Monday, re-
ports BSS,

Making a statement in the
House on the teachers’ strike
following queries from the op-
position members, the minis-
ter said talks were contin
between the government
some ' Associations to
reach a solution.

He said that the teachers
had some grievances but
'negotiation, persuasion and
discussion’ were necessary to

See Page 12 Col 3

Yeltsin cancels
appointments

for two days

MOSCOW, Jan 27 : Russian
President Boris Yeltsin can-
celled all of his appointments
Monday and Tuesday and left
Moscow for unspecified rea-
sohs. His chief spokesman de-
nied reports it was due to ill
heaith, reports AP.

"He is in good health. He's
in more than good health. He
is in excellent sports cond-
tion," sald the spokesman,
Pavel Voshchanov.

Voshchanov
for the cancellations by the 80-
year-old president, t said
there would be an announée-
ment Tuesday night.



