Palestinians won't join
today's ME talks

TUNIS, Jan 26: A top PLO
official said Sunday Palesti-

nians would not te in
e ot vennd o M Bast
peace talks wunliess the

tion of the Palestinian
delegation is modified
Palestinian ipation in
the Moscow s in po-
rtune,” said Yasser Abd -
. head of the Palestine Libera-
tion tion's information
nt and a close akde of
PLO Chatrman Yasser Arafat
*"The cohosts of the Middle
East peace conference (Was-
and Moscow) have
rejected all formulas proposed
by the Palestinian leadership
on Palestinian participation in
the Arab-lsraeli negotiations.”
Abd-Rabbo said at a news con-
ference.

He said the Palestinian ne-
gotiators should be In &
“delegation that also groups
representatives from oC-
cupied territories as well as
the diaspora.” :

In peace negotiations that

began lest October in Madrid
and later continued In
Washington. Palestinian repre-
sentatives were part of joint
Jordanian-Palestinian R -
tions.
Multilateral Middle East talks
scheduled to open Tuesday In
Moscow are for the first time
drawing China and Japan into
what had been a regional and
two-superpower aflair, reports
AFP,

But Syria and Lebanon, key
players sharing borders with
Isracl. have refused to attend
the third phase of a conlfer-
ence that opened in Madrid on
October 30, saying no progress
has been made to make [srael
withdraw from their land.

Isrme] meanwhile faces the
possibility of a change in gov-
ernment that could limit its
mandate at talks co-
by the United States and
Russia on January 28 and 29

l.nl:l that are expected to focus
rocedures.

Moscow discussions,
the first international event
there since the collapse of the
Soviet Union will focus on se
curity and disarmament. wa
ter, the environment and eco
nomic cooperation Iin the
Middle East.

For the first time, Asia's
major powers are in the
picture, with China expected
to play a larger role since it
established diplomatic ties
with [srael lnlt Friday — a
precondition for participation.

Japan has red to host
meetings of a special multilat
eral steering committee
tasked with handling manage-
ment of the peace talks by set-
ting future agendas.

Despite Syria's and
Lebanon's absence, Jordan has
accepted to attend and the
Palestinians were expected to
show up despite thrir reti
cence,

Palestinian spokeswoman
Hanan Ashrawi said the
Palestine Liberatton
Organtzation — which did not
participate in earlier rounds —
should be present in Moscow.

Visibly absent are Ilran and
Iraq. both shunned by the
United States, despite their
strategic Importance. geo-
graphic ties to the rest of the
arca, and their potential for
conflict in the region.

Arab participants have
warned that the peace process
could collapse 1I Washington
approved guarantees on 10 bil
lion dollars in loan to house
new Jewish rants and {f
Israel continued settlements
in the occupied territories.

Invitations have gone out to
the six-member Gulfl
Cooperation Council. Canada.

the United Nations., the
European Community, the
European Free Trade

Association, Turkey and North
African states except Libya.

Iran recruiting former
Soviet N-scientists

LONDON. Jan 26: lran is
recruiting former Soviet nu-
clear scientists to help build
an atomie bomb, according to a
report published in the Sunday
Times. reports AP.

The newspaper, quoti
unnamed [ranian political a
scientific sources, said Iran
was offering dirs 360,000 to
"some of the top brains in the
former Soviet Union.”

The report said several
Soviet scientists had visited
Iran, but it was not known
whether they signed contracts,
an Arabic magazine reported
last month that Iran had taken
advantage of the chaos in the
crumbling Soviet Union and
purchased three nuclear
Weapons.

The AL-Watan Al-Arabi also
reported that Iran hired more
than 50 Soviet nuclear ex-
perts at salaries of dirs 5,000
a month to assembile the com-
ponents of the three bombs.

There has been no inde-
pendent confirmation that Iran
possesses nuclear weapons.
But Western defense experts
say the threat is a serious one
in the wake of the Soviet
Union's collapse .

AFP from Bonn adds:
Nuclear experts from the
former Soviet Union have al-
ready been recruited by coun-
tries that want to build atomic
bombs, according to NATO
Secretary General Manfred
Woerner.

Without naming specific

countries, Woerner told the
German e Bunte have
information that have

tried to recruit specialists
with atomic know-how from

DU Syndicate
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Chemistry nt, Dr Md
Miah of the
Department and Dr Md Strajul
islam of the "Management

L

|

Ahmed of the White panel, a
Professor of the l‘-‘lnlnce

Department has been elected
member of the Finance
Committee. .

777 teachers of the Dhaka
University cast their votes. The
Syndicate, highest policy-mak-
ing body of the university con-
of 18 members, six of
come from the teachers
a direct election.
of 39 teachers of the
contested the elec-

i

A
university

1

The elections were held at
the Teachers Students Centre

the former Soviet Union, sev-
eral have already been re-
cruited.

A number of western lead-
ers have expressed fears of a
nuclear brain- drain to Third

‘World countries.

On Friday, the United
States acknowledged it was
considering hiring nuclear ex-
perts from the former Sovict
Union to prevent this happen-
ing,

Woerner said the migration
of such specialists was even
more dangerous than the
presence ef nuclear arms in
the Commonwealth of
Independent States which re-
placed the Soviet Union.

Prime Minister
made chairperson
of Investment

Board

The Jatiya Sangsad Sunday
passed the Investment Board
(Amendment) Bill 1992, mak-
ing Prime Minister as the

n of the Investment

Industries Minister Sham-
sul Islam Khan. who piloted
the bill said that previously the
head of state was the chair-
man of the board when the
country was run under the
presidential system but it was
needed to be amended as the
Prime Minister was now the
chief executive of the country

Winding up the discussion
on the bill Shamsul Islam Khan
sajd it would be easy to Lake
decision by the board when it
was headed by the Prime
Minister .

AL workers
gherao Khulna
DC office

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 26: Over 400
workers and supporters of the
Awami e Sunday ghera-
oed the offices of the Deputy
Commissioner and the Khulna
Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner demanding arrest and
whmm t to those who atta-

damaged the part
office last week. 4

They held a rally in front
of the party office hear Hadis
Park and brought out proces-
sion in the city before handing
over memorandums of the
demand.

City president of the AL
Advocate Monjurul Islam, Vice-
President Lutfar Rahman and
District Unit Vice-President
Monirul Islam addressed the

rally.
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Dhaka College teachers checking ID cards of the students during the College union election yesterday. The Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal swept the Union election bagging all but two posts. The Bangladesh Chhatra League (8-A) won the posts of
A.mﬂ.lnt General Soa'otnry and Drama Secretary.

— Star photo

" 300 more tribal
refugees back
in 3 days

RANGAMATI, Jan 26 : More
than 300 tribal refugees came
back here in the last three
days from Udaipur frontier
camps in the Indian state of
Tripura, raising the number of
returnees to 1,242 since
January 1, reports UNB.

Official sources said about
60 to 70 tribals were entering
into the country daily as a re-
sult of torture by the local ter-
rorists and economic hardship.

Ramendu Bilash Chakma,
who returned on January 12
with 100 others, informed that
each and every refugee in ev-
ery camp in Tripura had been
leading a sub-human life and
cight to 10 people died of

hunger. diarrhoea and othe:
diseascs every day.

Amendments to

JS Rules of
Procedure
tabled

The report of the Standing
Committee on Rules of
Procedure containing several
amendments to conduct the
business of the Jatiya Sangsad
was laid before the House for
consideration by the Chief
Whip Khondkar Delwar Hos-
"i-:iirl Sunday evening. reports

i

The government has taken
up necessary steps to expand
the country's television net-
work by setting up four more
television relay stations., re-
ports BSS.

This was informed at the
third meeting of the standing
committee on Information
Ministry Sunday with Infor-
mation Minister Barrister
Nazmul Huda in the chair.

The meeting was told that
nine television relay centres
were now covering 70 per
cent area of the country and
15 per cent television cover-
age would be increased after
the completion of four new
stations.

It also said various devel-
opment projects were now
underway for modernising the
radio and television.

The meeting was further
informed that the rmment
had already taken up eflective
measures to set up second
transmission centre at
Chittagong.

The Information Minister
told the meeting that more
opportunities would be cre-
ated for wider participation of
creative and talented artists in

Four more TV relay |
stations planned

radio and television pro
grammes.

He said news of the oppo-
sittion were also being trans-
mitted and broadeast in radio
and television side by side with
the government news

Huda said a television pro-

named “Mukhamuki”
had been arranged to reflect
the views and thinkings of the
ruling party and the opposition
on different national tssues.

Proposals would be made
in the coming budget for ap
pointing four reporters In
television, he added

The meeting decided to
take steps for broadcasting
such p which would
reflect our national history and
identity.

Parliament members
Barrister Ztaur Rahman Khan.
Mahiuddin Ahmed. A T M Wali
Ashraf, Abdul Kalam Azad,
Golam Rabbani. Begum K G
Hamida Khanam and Mufti
Moulana Abdus Sattar attended
the meeting.

Information Secretary Nur-
uddin Al Masud and high
officials of Radioc Bangladesh

and Bangladesh Television
were also present

Walkouts mark
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took part in the deliberations
which lasted for nearly two
hours.

Participating in the discus-
siom on the Upazila (Repeal)
Bill. promulgated through an
Ordinance earlier. opposition
members blasted the Treasury
Bench for ignoring their privi-
leges through promulgating
the Ordinance by passing the
Jatlya Sangsad.

They described the bill as
undemocratic and said that it
had belittled parliament and

Disinvestment
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belong to BCIC. eight to BSEC
and 13 including 12 sugar
mills of BSFIC.

Untons of the three corpo-
rations set up a common plat-
form —Sammilita Sangram
Parishad — early this month to
put up united resistance to the
planned privatization.

The Parishad, claimed to be
the sole representative body of
nearly 60,000 workers and
employees of the three corpo-
rationg. demonstrated Satur-
day in front of the Industries
Ministry.

It also announced a 48-hour
strike programme beginning
February 9.

In view of the latest chal-
lenge from the unions, the
government finds ({tself in a
predicament as the donors has
mounfed pressure for speedy
privatization of public manufac-
turing enterprises.

Recently, the government
had to defer privatization of
the jute and textile mills fol-
lowing labour agitations.

Meanwhile, according to of-
ficlals sources, production in
the rrmnufﬂ-:'lurlng units, iden-
tified for disinvestment, has
fallen significantly due to delay
in deciding their fate.

Differences between the
Ministry of Finance and the
Ministry of Industries over
modus operandi for disinvest-
ment led to the current stale-
mate in privatization pro-
gramme which, the sources
said, paved the way for grow-
ing opposition against the plan.

The inter-ministerial com-
mittee formed to oversee the
disinvestment programme did
not meet since its last sitting
on December 5 last.

its sovereignty. It was also
pointed out that as there were
ongoing cases in the courts
against the Ordinance, the bill
may also be sub-judicial. It was
alleged that the repealing of
the upazila system was de-
signed to make the local gov-
ernment system partisan to
serve political and party fn-
terests.

Speaker Sheikh Razzaque
All quoting from Kaul said that
the rule of sub-judice cannot
stand in the way of legislation.
“Parliament’s main function is
to make law and sub-judice
cannot stand in its way.” he
added.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Adbus Samad Azad,
while taking part in the de-
bate, was bitterly critical of the
government for promulgating
the Ordinance by ignoring the

Jatlya Sangsad.

Describing it as an
"autocratic act” of the demo-
cratic government, he said
that the honour and dignity of
the sovereign parliament had
been tamished.

Endorsing the views of
other opposition MPs. Samad
Azad demanded that the bill be
placed either to elicit public
opinion or to a purlinmentary
select committee.

He strongly urged the
Treasury Bench to withdraw
the bill on collective and not
party interests, ting that
the matter h::lrnught to
Parliament afresh and promis-
ing sympathetic consideration
and cooperation from the op-
position members.

He stressed the need for a
national consensus on all burn-
ing issues including solution to
violence in educational institu-

. tons, fate of the sick indus-

tries and the strike by the
non-government school teach-
EI“1 .

He pointed out that pro-
mulgation of the Ordinance

" was uncalled for as the exist-

ing situation in the country did
not warrant it while recalling
the united resistance against
holding of the upazila pol -
der the autocratic Ershad gov-
ernment,

AL leader Tofael Ahmed
while describing the bill as an

passage

autocratic decision slated the
formation of the Special
Commission headed by
Information Minister Najmul
Huda as it did net have any

representation of opposition
MPs.

Saying that the upazila sys-
tem was dissolved on the eve
of the union partshad polls to
serve party interests, he added
that {f the demand to send the
bill either to elicit public opin-
fon or to the select committee
was not met the present gov-
ermment would face the same
fate as that of the past auto-
cratic regime.

Among others who took
part in the debate were Abdur

ue. Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim, Salauddin Yousul, Dr
Mizanul Huq, Matia Choudhury.
Rahmat Ali. Mohammad
Nasim, Shudhangsu Shekhar
Haldar, Shamsuddoha (CPB)
and Salauddin Kader
Choudhury (NDP).

Matiur Rahman Nizami,
Sheikh Ansar Ali and Latifur
Rahman of the Jamaat also op-
posed the promulgation of the
Ordinance in what they
termed ‘an undemocratic
MAanNnNer .

Winding up the discussions
Salam Talukdar dismissed var-
jous arguments of the opposi-
tion members and observed
that the matter was small and
simple and did not warrant
participation by such a large
number of members.

Noting that the provision

for promulgating ordinances
was there in the original
Constitution of 1972, he
stressed that ordinances would
be promulgated whenever
necessary in the future.

He pointed out that every
ruling party had the right to
frame rules for local govern-
ment .along with the right to
dissolve any existing one to
build better relations between

| the government and the local

government, as the
Constitution.

About the accusation that
the Ordinance was promul-
gated with a partisan outlook,
the minister-in-charge asked
the opposition to site an ex-
ample of partisan politics re-
garding the upazila system.

- After the bill was passed,
the Speaker adjourned the

House till 3 pm Monday.

per

[sraelis training
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properiies of the Rohingya
rehabilitation of the evicted
reflugees. compensation and
restoration of their legal and
pobitical rights

Refugees said that the
SLORC regime had begun de-
taining the Rohingya school
and college students (In
Rakhatne

Authorities ecarlier this
month had shut down 30 ju-
nior and high schools and the
only degree college at Akyab
township ol the province.

The Myanmar troops have
also launched search opera
tlons in the Rohingya houses
for students after taking lists
from the educational institu
tons.

Another report said that
Myanmar troops were pulled
back from along the road 1o
the Mongdu township f(rom
Teknal Sunday n view of
Tuesday's flag meeting

People hiving at the border-
ing villages in Cox’'s Bazar have
alleged that the Myanmar au-
thorities imposed restriction
on the movement of
Bangladeshi citizen who vistted
their relations in Myanmar
with eight hour transit

said that the wvisilors
were barred from moving and
were thoroughly searched be-
[ore being allowed to enter
Myanmar territory

The Myanmar security for-
ces also took away pens, umb-
rellas, spectacles and other
personal belongings of the
visitors, they alleged.

UNB adds: Myanmar has
deployed two divisions of its
army which includes highly
mechanised infantry and ar-
tillery brigades in addition o
combat troops. They have also
reportedly stationed several of
their air force jets at the air
ficlds near the border.

Yangoon has put its forces
along the border on alert as it
is reported o have been taking
a full-scale war preparation.

The situation is gradually
taking serious turn as hun-
dreds of Rohingya Muslims
continue to pour into Bang-

 ladesh escaping alleged poli-

tical. racfal and religious
persecution by the authorities
there.

According to official count,
about 25000 Rohingyas have so
far poured into Bangladesh.

The unofficial figure of the
refugees have been, however,
put at more than 60000.

The forthcoming flag mee-
ting is intended to have
threadbare discussions on the
issues arising out of the viola-
tion of human rights embodied
in the UN Charters.

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman recently told
the press that influx of
Rohingya problems will figure
Eerumincntljr at the meeting

sides the issues relating to |

the attack on the BDR outpost
by the Myanmar security
forces.

Bangladesh, pursuing a pol-
icy of peaceful coexistence, is
trying utmost to resolve the is-
sues peacefully in a spirit of
friendship and good neigh-
bourliness.

Meanwhile, many countries,
particularly the Muslim states
are reported to have expressed
concern over the situation and
plight of the Burmese Muslims
and their eviction.

They have expressed their
solidarity with Bangladesh n
its stand in tackling the issues.

Burmese Foreign Minister
U Onx Jaw Is due in Dhaka
early next month to have talks
on early return of Rohingyas to
their homeland.

As per an agreement reac-
hed during Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman's visit
to Yangoon in November last
year, Bangladesh authorities
are preparing a list of the
Rohingya refugees to be sub-
mitted to the Myanmar gov-
ernment.
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Khmer Rouge leaders to
stay in royal palace

PHONM PENH. Jan 26: The Supreme National Council

(SNC) decided today to let Khimner Rouge

at the former US

lcaders bve in the

mhhuuﬂmtmuuﬂtliﬂpmchcmw
embassy

Prince Norodom Sihanouk made the

proposal in a surprise

announcememnt that received applause from those present
sources who attended the meeting said. reports AFP.

13 killed as mine blow up
bus in Sri Lanka

COLOMBO. Jan 26: At least |13 people were killed and 32
wounded when a landmine tore a bus to pieces in castern Sri

Lunka today, hosp

ital sources said. They

said the dead in-

cluded two air force personnel. reports Reuter.

Meningitis killed 100 in
Uganda last month

KAMPALA, Jan 26: A meni
ke in
n banned (o reduce the risk of

Uganda has killed 100

tis outbreak in northern
past month, officials said

infection and 20.000 doses of vaccine have beeri sent to the

area, they said, reports Reuter.

Belarus begins transfer
of N-arms to Russia

MOSCOW, Jan 26: The first
group of tactical nuclear
weapons have been taken from
Belarus to Ruasia for destruc-
tion. the Tass news agency re-

Leonid Privalov, deputy
chairman of the Belarus par

8 | liament's Commission for

National Security, told journal-

ists covering the visit of
French Foreign Minister
Roland Dumas the former

Soviet republic was committed
to becoming a neutral and nu-
clear-free state.

"Belarus will
sirategic weapons approxi-
mately in 19096 or (997"
Privalov was quoted as saying

He sald “at present,
Belarus does not see an adver
sary, either near its borders or
elsewhere, whom it would
need o fight ”

Belarus Foreign Minister
Pyolr Kravchenko told the
Russian [Information ncy
that th® transfer of the actical
weapons was the first step to-

BJP
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of the world's largest democ-
racy and highlight the dangers
of terrorism and separatism.

Critics accused the party ol
endangering the delicate ties
that have held this country of
844 million people together
through 43 years of indepen-
dence despite its vast size and
diverse religious, ethnic and
social groups.

"The people of Kashmir
have understood the message
that the country is behind the
idea of unity and solidarity ”
Joshi said. "They will under-
stand it is no use to take the
policies of the gun, no use to
be misguided by a neighbour-
ing country.”

Joshi's motorcade was
halted Saturday because of se-
curity reasons and landslides
on the mountain highway lead-
ing into the Muslim -populated
Kashmir Valley, Joshi and
some of his people were flown
to Srinagar under cover of

d"f’mwer workers
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Dhak.a Elf:ctrli: Supply Wor-

kers' Union was called to press
for the five-point demands of
the power employees

Top leaders of the striking
unions said that they were
conside announcement of
another strike programme as
part of the greater movement.

The announcement would
be made at a rally at the 'B l
Bhaban' in the cupit&l
morning, they said

The power workers may
announce a fresh 72 hour pro-
gramme today, a leader said on
condition of anonymiity.

get rid of

ward getting rid of all nuclear
weapons. ‘“‘We hope that
Belarus will be the first mem-
ber natton of the Comme-

nmwealth of Independent States
to become a nuclear-free
zone,” he said.

He said the transfer of tac-
tical to Russta would
be completed by July 1.

Neither Tass nor the
Russian Information Agency
said how many missiles were
inchuded in the first batch be-
ing sent to Russia. There are
approximately 27,000 nuclear
weapons in the arsenal of the
former Soviet Union.

Hearing of Motiur's
bail petition begins

The hearing of the bafl pett-
tion filed by Maj (Retd) Md
Motiur Rahman, known as

Peer of Shimulia be before
a division bench of the High

LCourt Division Sunday, reports

(358,

The bench comprised
Justice Habibur Rahman Khan
and Justice Mohammad Abdul

Mannan.

Earlier, Peer Motiur Rah-
man's bail petition had been
rejected by the Sessions Judge
Court , Kishoregonj.

Biman employees
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grand rally tin Dhaka o an-
nounce the programme of
reater movement. Emp
rom Chuu;ununjlhnlm
Jessore, Cox's . Sylhet
and Syedpur stations would
join the grand rally, he added.
" We may start our greater
campaign with token work
stoppage which will intensify
gradually” the union president
said. He alleged that the au-
thorities' intransige was
lingering the crisis was
also causing harm to the na-
tonal flag carrier. No official of
the Biman ment was
available for comment on the
latest situation.

UP Election
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upazila under Khagarachari Hill
Tracts district as situation
went beyond the control of
election officials in those cen-
tres, the source further said.

According to police
sources. members of the po-
lice force had to resort to four
rounds of blank fire at the
Kanaighat union of Kanaighat
upazila under Sylhet district
following eruption of clashes
between the sup rs of rival
candidates at 2.30 pm. The si-
tuation was brought under
control and polling was sus-
pended there.

'Knife the healer the killer’
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protesting the LGRD minister's
remark that the government
would continue to promulgate
ordinances in future. _-
Earlier, opposition mem-
bers, terming the abolition of
the upazila system by promul-
gating an Ordinance 'an auto-
cratic practice’ of the gov-
ernment, said that it was mot
necessary, especially when a
democratically-elected parlia-

menl was present in the
country.

Salam Talukder, LGRD
Minister and the Secretary
General of the ruling BNP,
while refuting the oppositions’
argument said that the pro-
mulgation of an ordinance was
not contrary to the constitu-
tional provisions of the coun-
try. The proviston of promul-
gation ol an ordinance and
then turping it into an act In
Parllament with the mandate
of the majority of the members
was Incorporated in the
Constitution by the AL in 1972,
the LGRD Minister added.

Since it was not unconstitu-
tional, the government, if ne-
cessity arose, would go for
promulgating more ordinances
in future, Talukder concluded.

An upset Abdus Samad
Azad, at this state, said that

although it was not unconstitu-
tional, the practice of ignoring
discussions in Parliament on a
major issues like the abolition
of local government institu-
tions and the opting for impos-
ing of decisions through pro-

ordinances was sure
to interrupt the hard-earned
democratic values.

“The knife is at your dis-
posal he further said, adding
it is up to you whether opt
to take or save a life with it.”

Then the AL members

staged the walkout protesting
the Treasury Bench's effort to
get the Ordinance turned into
an Act.

Review meet on
Palli rationing

A review meeting of Pou
and Palli rationing system !:1
held Sunday with Food Minis-/
ter M Shamsul Islam in the
chair. The meeting was at-
tended, among others, by Food
Secretary Ataul Haq, Director
General of Food Mahe Alam
and other concerned high offi-
clals. The minister said all
necessary steps would be
taken to provide and preserve
the r..::f ities of recipients

through rationing system, re-
ports BSS.



