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ASEAN in a New Era

In place of hesitation which had characterized
many of the moves of the Association of South
East Asian Nations ) in the past, there
now appears visible forward thinking in the six-
nation alliance in both political and economic
fields. The decistons just announced at the end of
ministerial meeting Singapore underscore the

s response to the end of cold war and
E:“m to extend the alllance’'s activities into
new areas. The moves are due to get the [inal ap-
gvl.l from the summit scheduled to be htl!ld tg-

and tomorrow, together the heads
ts of Hml:‘tﬁlmd. Indonesia,
Brunei and the host country

of
Philippines,

In ml' political field, the most significant
is the by the ministerial meet-
of a formal offer from Vietnam and Laos to
a treaty of friendship and amity with the six-
grouping, hopefully by the end of this
. Some analysts believe that this will be
first step towards what is described as a

r Sou Asia bloc that will lnrllllldc

and Myanmar. One only hopes that

the time the grou tngulu ready to embrace
was, until recently, Burma, the country will
come under a full-fledged democratic rule.
Otherwise, the ASEAN's move will give it a

legitimacy its present ruling junta does not
deserve

It s still too early to say how the growing
w understanding between the former Indo-
states — Vietnam and Laos — on the one
hand and members of ASEAN on the other will
affect the balance of power in the region.
Accord to Noordin Sopiee, the Director
General of Malaysia's Institute ol Strategic and
International Studies. the move would prevent
North Korea, China and Vietnam from funmnf its
won "alliance of the Reds." This may well be
s0. However, it will be in tune with the new
climate of ul co-existence if new alliance,
and economic, are formed for positive
reasons rather than for counteracting what
- the Malaysian expert might regard as a new
threat'.

In immediate terms, it is the economic poten-
tial of what looks like an anded ASEAN that
will prove most attractive to the region. The stage
is set for traders, investors and entrepreneurs
from most ASEAN countries to explore and ex-

the timmense development needs of the two
ormer Indo-China states and later of Cambodia
and Myanmar. These possibilities offer the
promise of a new era for the region. Unfortu-
nately, this new era is hardly likely to produce
much of an impact on South Asia.

Another move, approved by the ministerial
meeﬂnm Singapore, relates to the setting up of
a free e zone which, as a process, is due to

et off to a start with the establishment of a
ommon Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT)
scheme. Officials have indicated that CEPT would
initially include about 20 product sectors but
members would be free to decide when and how
to ment the tariff cuts. If CEPT works well
and the process gains n momentum, the
free trade zone would come into being

5-20 years time.

It 1s obvious that ASEAN does not want to em-
bark on free trade zone concept too quickly. The
alllance's past experience in economic co-opera-
tion, especially in the setting up of joint indus-
trial ventures, has never been too satisfactory.
However, it is good for the alliance that the pro-
cess has been given a new lease and, in some
wag;s, a new direction.
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lomatic missions of SAARC countries, based
in Singapore, should monitor and evaluate these
new developments in ASEAN. not only as a
] experience but also from the point of
view establishing new linkages between the
two grou . At one e or another — sooner
rather than later — SAARC must find its rightful
place in the emerging post-cold war Asia.

Local Trouble

Village politics in Bangladesh is not for the
faint-hearted. That much was understood in 1987
. when over 200 people were killed in widespread
violence during the last Union Parishad (UP)
pdlls. Naturally then, a totally trouble-free UP
election this time was perhaps a little too much
to expect. Mercifully, the death toll so far has
remained in single figure, which represents an
immense improvement on past performance at
these kinds of elections.

That, however, is where the euphoria ends.
Since the elections of February 27,
1991, when the country enjoyed a novel experi-
ence of peaceful and fraud-free polling, we have
rightfully set our standard higher than it was in
the past. It was demonstrated then that if politi-
cal parties, the Election Commission and the po-
lice remained true to their tasks, then the public
would come out to vote spontaneously and the
forces of evil would have a hard time making
their presence felt.

The question to ask, quite naturally, is, if it was
possible back in February last year, then why
shouldn't it be ible every other time ? That
was the tion, and within that context, the
#’(x of violence and attempted fraud at these

polls have been way above the level of accept-
ability. For once, we cannot put any of the blame
on pohticaélﬁpa.mcs. since these elections were
non-party affairs, and by all accounts, local indi-
viduals counted far more for their own standing
than their affillations. However, what can be
ed from these polls with a degree of cer-

is that the nce was more an extension

of local rivalry tHan political conflicts: In other
words, so as the use of force is regarded as a
legitimate tactics to settle or further disputes
among individuals or groups of individuals, elec-
tions too will remain susceptible to that same

The most. erful deterrent against polls vio-
lence, in addition to vigilance from the forces of
law and order, remains the people themselves. It
has come as no surprise to observe that wherever

ular participation in these polls has been

and spontaneous, the level of violence

and too has been minimal. But the public
needs to be assured of official impartiality, and
on the part of the police to do its job,

before can be ed to come out In num-
bers to . That is the biggest challenge, and it

has to be met through genuine commitment from

all to make elections a truly respected
mm institution in this country.

;
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Chittagong : A Chapter in the Story of Mistakes

HE Chittagong case

should be an
opener for all future
. policy -makers. | am writing in
continuation of what | wrote
last time in  this column. |
hope readers will remem
hrrﬂutwluminmﬁﬂtnl
a Vice-Chancellor'. |1 did not
suggest that thé removal of a
Wice -Chancellor was entirely
unprecedented, only that this
was a more unjust and perhaps
unwarranted action than any
us instance of removal
n earlier cases, the -
ment had found some justifica-
tion for ﬁtttﬂ] rid of a Vice-
Chancellor and had found
other means pof doing so. In
this case the justification is by
no means clear to us, and the
means adopted have rise
to questions both of s and

lerw

Why did | say that the
Chittagong case should serve
as a warning to those who in
future will bring forth other
universities? The primary role
of a university in this part of
the world has traditionally
been perceived as teaching.
The University of Dhaka
(1921) set the pattern. By the
time Dhaka was established,
Calcutta had already discarded
its purely affiliating role
Originally, it was designed,
along with universities of
Madras and Bombay. to be no
more than an examining body,
and to play the shepherd's role
for the flock of colleges. The
colleges. mostly established on
private initiative, needed some
authority to ensure minimum
physical and academic stan-
dards to be maintained by
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versity,
dismemberment of
leges. This feeling.
sentment for Sir Ashutosh's
expansionist policy at the cost
of the colleges that had all ac-
quired excellent academic
reputation, has been recorded
at least one scholar. | refer
to Dr. Subodh Sen Gupta. In
his memoirs. Dr. Sen Gupta
has not only shown the -lcﬂ
ority ol Presidency Ceo
teaching over the university's,
he has painted Sir Ashutosh as
the villain of the piece, be-
cause it was his grand idea that
all post graduate teaching
should have one centre, his
university. .

Calcutta thus was trans-
formed and elevated into what
has been described as a teach-
ing-cum-affilation university.
Madras, incidentally, has been
content with Ph. D. level work
and only that What course

g

Bombay has followed, | do not
know and in the absence of a
reference book on my table at
the moment. | will not hazard

any guess,

Administrative Bog

At  the Partition of India,
Dhaka University. til then a
purely teaching and unitary
university, had to take over the
affilation part of Calcutta's
function. thus converting it-
selfl overnight into a teaching-
cum-affiliating untversity. As
colleges increased in number
and the new responsibilities
became heavier with every

passing year, the university
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failed 10 make necessary ad-.

and and
Gecper inko an'adminietrative
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Two courses were left open
to the university, to save its
t and retain fts functional
— one o extricate
itself from the business of affil-
lation and to persuade the gov-
ernment to malke -
rangements of affillation: two,
to drop the undergraduate
work, and limit itsell to
Master's and doctoral
gramme. The existing col
and the future ones in
metropolitan Dhaka could
casily take over the under-
raduate work. This would
put Dhaka on the same
plane as Calcutta and this
would have ensured a much
carlier development of the

city's colleges.

pro-

| still think that the gov
ernment of the day committed
a capital blunder not to have

‘given thought W this problem

which was to have proved our
first university's undoing in
future.

The Commission on
National Education in its re
port (1969). while twuching
on many aspects of higher
education. failed to realise this
particular one, and had no
suggestion to offer. The
Commission. of course, saw
the possibility. and also the
destrability ol’imjrhdin; a few

more universities in both the
wings of Pakistan. It indicated
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its preference for leaching
universities, but accepted
teaching-cum-affibating uni-
versities as the best bargain for
the moment. The Commission
could not wish away the col
leges. and purely .rrmaun&
universities was not within its
dreams. a2

The idea was the contribu-
tion of the Education
Commission of the newly in-
dependent Bangladesh. headed
by Dr. Kudrat-e-Khuda. For the
last eighteen years. successive
governments have played with
the concept. without coming
to a deciston. Only recently,
after years of paper work, the
government seems to .have
cone onc affiltating uni-
versity. Khuda Commission had
recommended four, one each
for the four administrative dy-
vistons.

Exercise in Futility

Affihating university is going .

o be an experiment, may be
an exercise in futility. It cer-

tainly ts a return o a discarded
idea, at least on the face of i
i per management of the
mﬂ‘ is the aim. this is not
going to be cost-eflective. The
academic structure that has
been proposed in the scheme
to give it respeclability will be
a difficult thing to set up. But
it has one strong recommen-
dation in this favour: it will re-
lteve the three universities of
Dhaka, Rajshahi and
Chittagong from an additional
worry. But that will be a nega-
tive achievement. How much.
and in what way the colle

will profit under the new -
pensation. is not clear yet.
The worst fear is that a purely
examining and affillating uni-
versity may turn out to be a
higher board. an exalted ver-

sion of the existing Secondary
and Higher Secondary Boards

Unfortunately, as we had
later universities appearing on
the scene, Rajshahl in 1964,
Chittagong in 1965, BUET and
BAU in 1962, Jahangirnagar in
1970. Islamic in 1984 Shah
Jalal (Sylhet) in 1988, and
Khulna in 1990. the basic is
sues on the structure and
character of the proposed in
stitution did not recefve
proper scrutiny and study. An
atternpt was made in the case
of Khulna, but the study was
not carried to its logical con-
clusions. In fact, whatever
groundwork was done under
the auspices of a commitiee
sct up by the Uintversity Grants

pared to other places. con
veyance of students and

members to and from the
campus entafled both cost and
trouble which even the con-

fully eitminated A campus
closer to the city would hawve
been a much saner idea but
sanity in choosing a common-
sensical site was again aban-
doned tn the choice of a site
for the so-called Islamic
University. | beg not to, be
misunderstood. | can under-
stand an Institute of Islamic
Studies. attached to a univer-
sity or fully autonomous. but to
label a university as Islamic
with the sole idea of

funds from the Middle-East
was as us as choos-
ing a site, half in Jessore and
half in Kushtia. to placate feel-
ings of two districts by a sin-
gle act. Eceentric notions at
work, both at Chittay and
at Shant -Dulalpur has
taken and will continue to take
a heavy toll. The malaise of
Chittagong University has
many causes, its campus not
the least them. In its
not se s isolation. the
university has only thrived in
crime and violence.

Maldives Shuts down Papers, Locks up Journalists

HE Maldives, a garland

of more than 1,200

islands bursting with
multi-coloured coral set in the
sparkling Indian Ocean, seems
the very tmage of paradise.

Jaded westerners are eager
to spend their money on the
country's beaches and provide
about one-fifth of country's
gross domestic product

Despite the surface tran-
quillity, hard-Hne politics un
derline the Maldives (popu-
lation 60,000) like the
volcanie ridge the islands rest
on.

In November 1990 newspa-
per editor Mohamed Shafeeq
was arrested and reportedly
placed in stocks, accused of
"terrorism”. The [following
month, a retroactive Preve-
ntion of Terrorism Act with a
possible death penalty was
passed, in disregard of In-
ternational human rights stan-
dards.

At least seven other journal-
ists from independent maga-
zines, including Mohamed
Nashed, were arrested at the
same time.

Shafeeq. known to his
friends as Sappe, is a well-
known, charismatic figure in
the Maldives. A talented archi-
tecture graduate, he founded
the independent weekly news-
paper Sangu in January 1990.
Sangu contained exposes of
alleged official corruption
among items on health {ssues,
poverty and sport.

The new Maldivian govern-
ment, elected after a 1988
coup attempt, promised
greater freedom and the inde-
pendent press had begun to
flourish. In 1990 the govern-
ment fought back, alleging the
arrested journalists had been
involved in the coup attempt.

Journalists also claimed
their phones were tapped on
govermment orders and Sangu
was confiscated for a short
time in March 1990. Sappe

The Maldives is a country of contrasts :

exotic and beautiful

for its tourists,

repressive and censored for its citizens.

Journalists who criticise the government
are imprisoned under harsh conditions.
But the government of the small Indian
Ocean archipelago may be forced to heed the

calls for democracy being heard around the
world.

by Mandy Garner

 ining up

said he came close to being ar-
rested in April. However, the
independent newspapers were
proving more popular with the
public.

The first issue of Sangu sold
out in a week and people were
for new  cepies
within months.

In May. when President
Adbul Gayoom was forced to
dismiss a member of his cabi-
net. the government took
criticism of this minister as an
attack on the whole parliament
and the backlash began.

An article written by
Nasheed in the April issue of
Sangu com the hardline
backlash with the Chinese gov-
ernment’'s crackdown on dis-
sent in Tiananmen Square.
The article claims : "Their (the
hardliners) only aim is to
brand those who are working
for equality, those who want to
know the truth, as traitors ..."

"Abuse of human rights,
torture in prisons, inequality
and corruption have become
the norm. They are in danger
of becoming part of our cul-
ture.” :

in June, Gayoom- ordered
the closure of Sangu and two
other independent :
Manthiri and Hukuru. Sappe
and others planned to get
around this banning nrderfy
using printing presses from

address

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Plight of the innocent

Sir., While referring to the
letters captioned 'The Police
in Action' dated 23rd
December, followed by 'The
Police’ dated 30th Dec and
"The Police' dated 31st Dec
published in The Daily Star, |
share the sentiments with the
writers and appreciate their
courage and spirit for boldly
ventilating the feeling of
countless hearts. Usually the
innecent people suffer silently
without any protest cither in
word or in writing due to the
reason well known to all.

The writers of the letters in
a straight forward manner have
given the real pictures of the
daily happenings. As alleged by
the commonmen and press,
there are allegations of the po-
lice’s collaboration with the
criminals causing endleas anx-
lety and tension to the mass.
We have heard such com
plaints from the members of
the public who sometime fell
victim to rude, harsh and rash
behaviour of police. The po-
licemen act like the omnipo-
tent forgetting the limit of
their right and power. They
even do not hesitate to humil-

jate respectable persons hold-
ing high position and status in
different offices and the soci-
ety without any valid reasons.
Mentionably, of 4th
January, by chance 1 switched
on the BTV and found an in-
terview with some Police offi-
cials and others being shown.
The interviewer was very
sharp and asked some prag-
matic questions as to the exist-
ing law and order problems.

Some of his questions gave

vent to the grievances ex-
pressed in the aforesaid let-
ters. | hope and trust that
those letters have received
the justified attention of the
Chief of Police. In the passage
of the session at one point, the
Police Chief opined that the
genuine complains get
drowned in the heap of
anonymous letters complaints.

The a comment of the
Police fef presses one to
contemplate the following : 1)
What compels the people seck
help of the high ranking Police
officers? Doesn't it indicate
that the general public have
lost confidence in the field
level Police officials and de-
partments? 2) Why do people

Singapore.

Sappe reported receiving
death threats and predicted
his arrest to friends. In a
September 1990 letter he
wrote : "If they can't find any
reason for my arrest then they
will frame me ... The govern-
ment wants to clean up the
place before the SAARC sum-
mit this November."

The South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) was due to meet in
Male in November. It is
thought Sappe and the other
journalists were arrested to
stop dissenting voices reach-
ing the ears of vis foreign
journalists, =

During the summit, the
capital. Male. was put under
night curfew and many people
were arrested or searched.
Those in the capital described
the atmosphere as "a state
under siege.”

The government charged
Sappe with planning to blow
up the SAARC conference
centre, which he had once
been asked to design. In fact,
three days before being taken
to prison, Sa was involved
in a moto accident and
was still being treated for con-
cussion at the time of his ar-
rest.

Other journalists arrested
with Sappe were charged with

resort to anonymity? Isn't it
because the police administra-
tion has failed to assure their
security? 3) Is it justified to
ignore the anonymous letters?
What is the harm in engaging a
team of crime control experts
to look into them? As the po-
lice often proclaim to have
devoted themselves to contain
crimes, some practical steps
as above will tell us about their
sincerity to the purpose, 4)
There is wide-spread allega-
tion that policemen fabricate
false cases to harass people at
the behest of unscrupulous
persons for not complying
with unreasonable pro
is believed that thousands will
provide information to sub-
stantiate the allegations if ade-
quate security {s ensured from
the authority concerned.

As per the reports pub-
lished in the national dailies
recently, a journalist and a
photographer were manhan-
dled by the police in Jessore
while covering a clash between
the students and the police-
men. It will not be out of place
to presume that police is not
very happy with the press be-
cause newspapers present
reports backed by photo-

Erlphlc proof of police mis-
ceds,

The whole nation is dis-
cussing corruption in police
department. We have a demo-
cratic government and as such
we expect some positive steps
SOOT].

The advanced societies of
the world namely America,

" slee ove bess read -
" the 20 colles
ot
ich you Bawe bges pubiiony Rk b L TTT .
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"withholding information about
the sabotage plan.” Human
rights organisations believe the
journalists may have been tor-
tured in pre-trial detention to
make them confess to the al-
leged crimes.

Sappe was forced to speak
in his own defence at his trial
because lawyers are too fright-

ened to oppose the govern-

ment. A year after his arrest, in
December 1991, he was sen-
tenced to 11 years jail.
Ironically, the issue of
Sangu about to be published
when pe was arrested was
dedicated to an investigation of
prison conditions in the
Maldives. At Dhoonidhoo
Island prison, where Sappe is
held. conditions are harsh.

Prisoners psay they are
handcuffed so tightly that the
cufls bite iInte their flesh.
Sappe is held in solitary con-
finement in a tiny four-foot-by -
seven-foot cell made of corra-
gated tron which heats ke an
oven during the day.

Prisoners are allowed only
the mintmum amount of water
and this s served In an un-
washed kerosene can. making
it virtually undrinkable

Mohamed Nasheed, a jour-
nalist for Sangu. Is also on
irial, accused of "withholding
information about the sabo
tage. " When arrested. he was
already serving six months un
der house arrest for writing an
article for a Sr1 Lankan news
paper that alleged government
h.lf:.- rigging in the elections.

It 1s generally believed the
real reason for his arrest was
interviews he gave to the BBC
World Service and Radio
Australia during the SAARC
summit, in which he criticised
the government's human
rights record

Despite the general repres-
sion in the Maldives at the
time of Sappe's arrest, a cam-
paign to free Sappe was
orchestrated by his friends and
supporters and has now spread
to his friends in Britain.

"Free Sappe” posters began
appearing all over Male and
people wore black armbands to
protest his arrest, although

several were arrested as a re-
sult.

The Maldivian government
argues that the retroactive {im-
plementation of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act is valid be-
cause an clected government's
decisions are sovereign and
capnot be questioned.

— GEMINI NEWS

Mandy Garner is a re-
searcher for international
PEN, the Writers in Prison
Committee, based in London.
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Europe etc. train their police-
men to be worth of the dignity
and responsibility of the job
they are entrusted with, In
those countries too, police
personnel deviate from the
code of conduct and moral of
the service. However, they
rarely indulge in corruption
because, if detected, they are
severely punished for such
connections. The concerned
authorities in those countries,
are alert t¢ nip corruption
in law enforcing
agencies.

The concerned authority
and the related Ministry in our

country can maintain vigilance

to contain corruption in law
enforcing agencies. This will
visibly save the nation from
the haunting monster called
corruption. We wish to see our
Government transform into
reality what they preach.

Jerome Sarkar
Protap Das Lane, Dhaka

Islamic
fundamentalism

Sir, This has reference to
your editorial of 30 December,
1991 "Alarm over Algeria”. My
attention has been drawn to
your following statement:
While we firmly believe that
Islamic fundamentalism, as we
know it today, provides no so-
lution to prnhﬁrms faced by
Muslim countries anywhere in
the world,. . "

Although the western media
fondly calls those who want

the establishment of Quranic
laws — "Islamic
Fundamentalists®: in Islam,
there is no such thing as fun-
damentalism. On the other
hand, thege is no such thing as
partial Islam either. Belief in
some parts of the Quran and
disbelief of others is unaccept-
able to god. The Quran explic-
itly lays down the laws to be
followed in a society, belief in
which is binding upon every
Muslim.

I have little knowledge of
how you "know” Islamic fun-
damentalism “today”. If Islamic
fundamentalism means the
rules of God. it will be most
rewarding on your part to be-
lieve that it will provide solu-
tlon to problems faced by
Muslim countries all over the
world,

Masood ur Rahman
Mirpur, Dhaka

Playground becomes
site for buildings !

Sir, There are about 260
families residing in the mult-
storfed bulldings situated in
the so-called Baily Dump. In
between the multi-flat butld-
ings. There 1s an open space in
front of the mosque — which s
the only playground for the
children of those flats,

Recently a news item was
published in the newspape
stating that a 14-story building
would be constructed on the
vacant space for the police of-
ficers. 1f this is true. then
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there would be no playground
either for the children of the
present flats or for the chil-
dren of the pro 14-story
building which is sure to house
at least 40/50 families.

Is it not imperative that
children should have a breath-
ing space i.e. a play ground for
them? How come that the au-
thorities haye completely over-
looked this aspect!

We urge upon the con-
cerned quarters to reconsider
the matter and shift the pro-
posed building elsewhere in
the city.

Abdur Rashid
Baily Dump, Dhaka

Sir, We are very glad to see
that ‘The Daily Star' has suc-
cessfully completed i:‘r[;*a:r

. We are ina
st tion whurcm the
of 'survival of the fittest' is sti
very much effective. The num-
ber of English language dailies
are increasing in our country
in spite of a limited reader-
ship. Under this situation, ev-
ery English newspa-

r has to 'do a hard job' to
E:q} its standard high and up-
todate.

Meanwhile, we wish The

Star all success and a
bright future.

M. Zahidul Hauge
Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.



