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Save Our Forests

992

by Rahat Fahmida

With 34 years of experience in the depart-
ment of forestery. he now heads the Interna-
tional Unton for Conservation of Nature and
Natural resources {IUCN) office in Dhaka. Abdul
Malik Chowdhury shared his views on his
concerned field and briefly discussed IUCN's

F‘mﬂnul xmutﬁrm a subject which

should addressed at great length, Mr.
r.‘:hu-dhury his overall view in short,
Undisturbed ts protect watersheds, reduce
erosion. offer habitats for wild » ., and play
key roles in climatic systems. are also an
economic resource providing timber, fuel wood.
and other products. The crucial task is to bal-
ance the need to exploit forests against the need
to preserve them

Sound forest policies can be based only on an
analysts of the capacity of the forests and the
land under them to perform vartous functions.
Such an analysis might lead to some forests be-
ing cleared for intensive cultivation, others for
livestock: some forestland might be managed for
increased timber production or agre-forestry
use and some left intact for watershed protec-
tion. recreation, or species conservation. The
extension of agriculture into forest areas must
be based on scientific classification of land ca-
pacities, insisted the IUCN head in Bangladesh.

Programmes to preserve forest resources

must take into account the local people who are
both vietims and agents of destruction. and who

Abdul Malik Chowdhu pointed out that
portions of forests may be designated as protec-
tion areas. These are predominantly national
parks, which could be set aside from unre-
stricted expiloitation to conserve soil, water, and
wildlife. They may also include marginal lands
whose exploitation accelerates land degradation
through erosion lead to desertification. In
this connection, the reforestation of degraded
forest areas is of utmost importance.
Conservation areas or national parks can also
conserve genetic resources in their natural
habitats.

Mr. Chowdhury pointed out that forestry can
also be extended into agriculture. Farmers can
use agro-forestry systems to produce food, fuel
and fodder. In such systems, one or more tree
crop is combined with one or more food crop or
animal farming on the same land. Well-chosen
ﬂ'rﬂnhrumchotttruﬂ yield more food

fuel than when grown separately. The tech-
nology is particularly suitable for small farmers
and for poor-quality lands. Agro-forestry has
been practised by traditional farmers worldwide.
The today is improve upon the old
methods innovate new ideas.

Founded in 1948, International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural resources

Balancing forestry and agriculture.

the burden of any new management
. They should be at the centre of inte-

(IUCN) — The World Conservation Union is &
membership organisation comprising govern
ments, and conservation agencies in |20 coun
tries. The Union's objective is to promote and
encourage the protection and sustainable utiliza
tion of living resources.

In Bangladesh IUCN has been cooperating
with the Government in development of the
National Conservation Strategy in the Ministry ol
Environment and Forests. As an outcome of this
cooperation since 1986, a National Conservation
Strategy (NCS) for Bangladesh has been pre
pared. The NCS covers 18 sectors of develop-
ment activities. In each sector, The present sta-
tus of resource use has been described. issues
arising out of the present practice have been
identified and actions to be taken to prevent re-
source depletion and environmental degradation
have been recommended. This document
compiled by Bangladesh experts with financial
assistance from NORAD and Technical assis
tance from [UCN will remain a valuable guide for
planning for sustainable development. Thus
through the NCS process [UCN has become an
active working partner with the Government of
Bangladesh in the field of Natural Resource

ment.

IUCN is supporting non-government rescarch
organisations to undertake pilot studies and to
develop materials for environmental education
and public awareness. Support is also being
given to develop a model for a National Resource

Information Centre. After completion of the pi-
lot studies IUCN hopes to generate enough in-
terest and support within the country so that
they are eventually taken up at the national level.

In the near future IUCN plans to support ac-
tion oriented rural based environmental pro-
grammes, particularly, related to population,
human resource development and women's ac-
tivities. Various proposals are now under pro-
cess.

The role of the [UCN country office, as Abdul
Malik Chowdhury pointed out, is to develop new
projects and action programme related to natu-
ral resource conservation, environmental pro-
tection and to monitor successful implementa-
tion of IUCN projects. IUCN maintains close co-
operation with the government, donor agencies
and the NGOs and join hands in sustainable de-
velopment of Bangladesh for the welfare of the
people now and in future,

Abdul Malik Chowdhury got his degree from
Indian forest college., Dehradun with further

in forestry in the USA and Australia. Mr.
Choudhury retired from government service of
Bangladesh as Chief Conservator of Forests in
1983. Since then he has been busy as consultant
on Forestry and Environment with various or-
ganisations, and joined the IUCN in October
1991. "An environment hostile for wildlife is an
indicator that human existence is in danger,”
wamed Abdul Maltk Chowdhury as he con-
chuded.

US envoy's role criticised

Jute workers threaten

movement

Jute and cotton mill work-
ers yesterday asked their pri-
vate owners to implement the
wages commission award im-
mediately or face a vigorous
movement, reports UNB.

The warning came at a
mnﬁrmm held jointly

E the Patkal Sramik Karma-
Sangram Parishad and
B!.:u-Bntr-hl Sramik Karma-

chari Federation at their office.

4 They also demanded |u
dbuﬂnnnfﬁl.!ﬂﬂhrﬂ

worker on implementation of

the award.

Otherwise, the workers
will bufld movement for na-
tionalisation of these private
mills, the trade union leaders
threatened .

The government entered an
agreement with the workers
on December 19 last year on
implementation of the wages
commission award in the pri-
vate sector within four mon-
ths, said one of the lecaders.

Convenor of Patkal Sramik
Karmachari Sangram Parishad
Abul Bashar told newsmen that
the workers were ready to
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Late Janab Ghyasuddin
Ahmed Chowdhury of
Barakot, Sylhet.

A distinguished civil
servant

A quiet philanthropist

A noble soul—

Who breathed his last in a
tragic car accident twenty-
one years ago today.
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take over responsibilities of
the mills and factories on
stake for denationalisation. It's
better than privatisation.

He said the workers are ru-
nning 9,000 mills in America.

Bashar was critical of the
recent role of US Ambassador
Wiliam B Mailam, suggesting

the government for privatisa-
thon.

He asked the foreign envoy
to refrain from such activity..
He urged the government

for withdrawing criminal cases
-+ against workers immediately .
President of Suta-Bastrakal
Sramik Karmachari Federation
Badrul Alam Lavlu also spoke.

More support to
Ekatturer Dalal

Nirmool body

By Staff Correspondent

Twentyone student leaders
have su the 'Ekatturer
Ghatak. Nirmool Commd -
ttee (the commitiee for
uprooting the killers and col-
laborators of 71) planning trial
of Golam Azam as a war crimi-
nal in a people’'s court on
March 26 next

The support was extended
in a jointl statement s
among others, by Ashim
Ukil of Chhatra
Nazmul Haq Prodhan of
Chhatra League (N-S), Nur
Ahmed Bakul and Ragib Ahsan
Munna of Chhatra Meitri,
Ruhin Hossain Prince of Chha-
tra Union. Belal Choudhury of
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front.
Abdus Sattar Khan of Chhatra
League (S-A] and Moshrefa
Mishu of Chhatra Otkya Forum.

Special privileges
of MPs discussed

A meeting of the Jatiya
Sangsad Standing Committee
on privileges yesterday dis-
cussed some matters relating
to » P of the
members of parllament and
took a number of decisions,

Speaker
Ali the meet-
was attended by Chief Whip
Khondaker Delwar Hossain .
State Minister for Law and
Justice Md Aminul Huq, Tofael
Ahmed MP, Md Matiur Rah-
man Nizami MP and Abu Eusuf
Md Khaltur Rahman MP.
According to a Sangsad
press release, Agriculture and
Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control Minister
Major Gen (Retd) Majid-ul-
Huq. State Minister for Relief
Rahman Khan and Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition
Abdus Samad Azad were also
present at the meeting.

Kozyrev greets
Mostafiz

Foreign Minister of the
Russian Federation A. Kozyrey
has congratulated Foreign Min-
ister A S M Mostafizur Rahman
on the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between Russian Federation
and Bangladesh, reports BSS,

In a message to his Bang-
ladesh counterpart the Rus-

sian Foreign Minister expre-
ssed the hope that the Russian

Federation and the Bangla-
desh would maintain further

Metropolitan

wImar
League (S-A),
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Video teaching system in
medical colleges suggested

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya
Sangsad Prol A Q M r-
uddoza Chowdhury yesterday
called upon the medical stud-
ents to devote themselves in
‘Et"‘“l knowledge for

ing them as good physi
cians, reports BSS.

He urged them to think
about the medical problems of
the people and be prepared to
solve them.

Prof Chowdhury was speak-
ing as the chiel guest at the
freshers tion and instal-
lation ceremony of Sir Sall-
mullah Medical College Stud-
ents Union (1991-92) here.

He also urged the teachers
to behave with the students as
their friends which will create
a congenial atmosphere for
pmtnr deltvery of knowledge

students.

He suggested introduction
of computer and video teach-
ing sysiem in the medical col-
k:gtl and said video lectures

ared by best teachers

be interchanged in dif-
ferent colleges to maintain
the same standard of teaching

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf was the special
guest at the function.

Presided over by the prin-
cipal of the college Prof M
Kasimuddin the function was
also addressed by the chair-

fraitful and mutually beneficial | man of tee freshers reception

relationship using accumulated
experience on develo
tions on the basis o

and goodwill.

JU English Alumni
Assoc confce
January 31

JU Correspondent

The third annual general
meeting and get-together of
the English Alumni Association
of Jahangirnagar University
will be held at the central cafe-
teria on January 31.

The day long programme
will begin at 11 am.

A special bus will leave for
campus from Osmani Udyan
for the participants of the re-

Monday
5.00 : Opening announcement,
Al Quran,

programme Summary
5.10: News in

equality

5.20: Recitation from the
Geeta

5.30: Cartoon : The Great
Space Coaster

6.00: Sports programme
Wrestling

7.06: TV debate

8.00: News in Bangla

8.30 : Janamat

9.00: Kotha-O-Sur

10.00 : News in English

10.25 : Parliament round-u

10.05 : Film : Rescue

11.30 : Khabar/The News

11.40 : Tuesday's programme

11.45 : Closing.
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Dry weather likely

By Staff Correspondent
Mainly dry weather is likely over the country during the

next 36
fice forecast.

hours commencing 6 pm Sunday, Meteorological of-

Night temperature may fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over
Rajshahi, Pabna, Jessore and Kushtia. It will remain nearly

unchanged elsewhere over the country

during the period.

Little change in weather would be noticed during nuhnc
quent two days, Met office also said.
Temperature and humidity recorded in important cities

and towns on Sunday were:
Cities/towns

Celsius

Max
Dhaka 25.0
Chittagong 26.2
Rajshah 26.2
Khulna 25.9
Feni 27 .4
Srimangal 26.6
Cox’'s Bazar 26.3
Dinajpur 24.6
Teknaf 26.6

25.2

Ishurdi

Temperature in degree

Humidity in

percentage
Min 9am 6pm
14.8 86 66
14,7 88 67
12.0 100 80
12.4 100 B4
13.3 B7 72
10.8 B9 66
14.8 68 74
11.8 25 74
14.6 - ' 89
11.7 o7 77

Sunset in Dhaka on Monday at 5-4]1 pm and sunrise

Tuesday at 6-42 am.
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committee Prol Pravakar
Purakaistha, vice -chairman Dr
Mustafizur Rahman, vice-pres
ident of the students union
Ehteshamul Tuhin, General
Secretary Chowdhury Sufl Jala
and Treasurer Prof A K M
Mun

The H'tll!h Minister said
there was a block allocation of
a large amount of fund for 1m-
provement of medical colleges.

Publication
ceremony

Deputy Leader of the Jatiya
Sangsad Profl A Q M Badrud-
doza Chowdhury said yesterday
the book titled “The Text of
Community Medicine and
Public Health®” would play a
significant role in the country’'s
public health sector, reports
BSsS

He was speaking as chief
guest at the publication cere
mony of the book at the
National Institute of Preventive
and Social Medicine [NIPSOM)
Mohakhali. National Professor
Nurul Islam was the special
guest on the occasion while Dr
K M Rashid presided.

The book has been written
by 39 renowned medical sci-
entists of the country and
edited by Professor M Khabir-
uddin, Dr K M Rashid and Dr
$yed Haider,

o i

H . s . i il
Prof A Q M Badruddoza Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of the House, attended, as chief guest,
the publication ceremony of the Text Book of Community Medicine and Public Health at the
NIPSOM auditorium in the city yesterday.

hospitals, students and nurses
hostels during next five years.
He said several crore taka also
had been earmarked for devel-
opment of Mitford Hospital
and Sir SalimuMah Medical
College.

He sought co-operation of
all including the students,

leachers, employees, the dif-
lerent student ps and the
members of different political

parties In preparing proper
plans by the government for
spending these funds.

He categorically said no
money would be spent from
the block allocation on ad-hoc
basis without proper planning
even If some time was re-
quired for that

Referring to the acute
shortage of teachers in differ-
ent medical colleges, the min
ister pald one of the ways to
solve it could be the appoint-
ment of retired teachers on
contract basis.

Speaking about the shortage
of furniture in Mitford Hospital
and Salimullah Medical Colle-
gc. he said work on supplying
furniture would start
immediately.

Emphasising the need for
maintaining peace on the
campus, through development
of fellow feelings among stu-
dents, he said this would help
them © complete the gourses
e,
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in BFUJ voters'
list declared

illegal

A sub-judge's court here
declared 1 the exclusion
of councillors of Dinajpur
Journalist Union and the in-
cluston of councillors of the
Rajshahi Union of Journalists
(RUJ) in the voters list of
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ). reports
UNB.

Subordinate jud of Ist
court of Dhaka lLtez.r Uddin

Ahmed delivered his judge-
ment Saturday a case
filed by GM Yecakub. Wasil-
uddin, Akthar Ahmed Khan
and Shafiqur Rahman challen-
the preparation of voters
ts of the bi-ennial election of
the central executive commi-
ttee of BFUJ which was to take

place in October 1990
The court. however. held
the inclusion of Bogra Uniun of
Journalists and Jessore Union

of Journalists as legal
wﬁtﬂfmﬂ vacated its earlter
r injunction on holding

the election.

Decision on free
import of salt

withdrawn
government allowed

free import of salt on Novem-
ber 24 last in view of shortfall
in production, Commerce Min-
ister M K Anwar told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday. reports
BSS.

But the decision on free
import was later withdrawn on
January 6 last 0 protect the

interests of local producers,

he said.

Answering a guestion from
Independent member Nurul
Islam Moni the Minister said
the total deficit In salt re-
quirement during 1991-92
was about two lakh tons.

The government has al-
lowed imports of 1.756 lakh
tons of salt through TCB iIn
the public sector while an-
other one lakh ton through
244 salt crushing mills, he
said. The Minister attributed
the [all in production of salt to
cyclone and tidal waves iIn
1990-91

The letters of credit, which
have been opened for import
of salt was worth about 8).17
lakh US dollar, he said.

The target of salt produc-
ton during 1991-92 was set
at seven lakh tons as nst
the requirement of 7.5 lakh
tons, the Minister said. Thus
there is a shortfall of salt by
hall a lakh tons during the pe-

Model
KV 2102 GE (21)

e Auto Volt system
(90-290 volts)

under licence from

Assembled in Bangladesh

e Direct access infra-red remote control

e Channel coverage VHF :

UHF :

e Programme selection in both manual
and automatic systems

e 2 years guarantee & assured after sales service

E2-E12 Channels
E21-E69 channels

Sony Corporation, Tokyo, Japan, by

m RANGS Electronics Ltd.

l 1171, Airport Road, Dhaka-1215, Phone : 812431, 328486

No foreign
assembled Sony
Television is
avallable anywhere
in the market

except at the Duty
Free Shop.

rtod, he said.

Model CFS-201S

One year guarantee for the 3 Sony Models
assembled by Rangs and also for Sony sets
purchased from the Duty Free Shop.




