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‘Dig canals for
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The Prime Minister
her government which be-
lieves (n people’'s welfare is
committed to accelerating the
pace of rural development,
houlm agricultural produc-
tion

improving the condi-
tion of farmers.

Some 1200 canals were ex-
cavated under the canal dig-
ging programme [nitiated by
late President Ziaur Rahman
contributing to an additional
crop production of 12 lakh
tons, she said. .

Begum Zia urged the people
to increase production of rabi
crops du the dry season.
She also for produ
multiple crop on the limit

land. emphasising on maxi-
mum utilisation of land.

AL urges removal
of deadlock 1n

non-government
edn institutions
By DU Correspondent

The Awami League in a

statement Saturday urged the
government to remove the
deadlock prevailing in the
non-government educational
institutions due to the indefi-
nite strike by teachers imme-
diately. -

The statement issued by the
AL Acting President and Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition in
Parltament Abdus Samad Azad
and the AL General Secretary

m a Chowdhury MP,
said that the BNP government
had led the country's educa-
tion system to the verge of
collapse in ten months.

The guardians have become
concerned about the stalemate
in the education sector. the AL
lcaders added.

The leaders also mentioned
that the government had not
taken any fruitful step even
after the 8th day of th® non-
government teachers’' strike.

Meanwhile the Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB)
President Saifuddin Manik in
a slatement yesterday also
urged the mment to im-
plement the teachers' 15-
point charter of demands
threugh a prdper discussion
with them.

It 18 our bad luck that the
teachers have to move for the
demands they had been strug-

ng to implement since the

_ﬂ of the past autocratic

State Minister for Textiles
r (Retd) Abdul Mannan,
Khatun, MP, Barkatu-

huddin Kamran, MP. and
Jainal Abedin, MP,
sent at the meeting.

The Prime Minister called
for setting up small and
medium scale industries, pis-

rellance in every sector.
Refe to the n:ﬂ:uhmy
primary tion mass
literacy programmes, Begum
Zia said the compulsory pri-
education programmec
has been introdu in 64
u and that the
hc-lp.nt-dtn uld monitor
the number of drop-outs.

Biman
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the management side while
the members of the steering
committee of different unions
of employees represented the
employees to the sixth round
ol negotiations which lasted
about two hours.

Some 5500 employees of
the national flag carrier have
been agitating since January
16, demanding removal of
anomalies from the new pay
scale. -
Mentionably, the present
action by the
Biman came up lor discussion
in the Jatiya Sangsad on

January 23.

Abdul Mannan, Minister of
State for Civil Aviation. in-
brmﬂd the House that the ac-

n by the employees did not
;Ilecl the fl.mctin
organization, espe flight
operations. When contacted,
Motahar Hossain, President of
the Biman Sramik Union, told
the Daily Star "We want a sepa-
rate pay scale but the man-
agement wants to revise the
allowances only. ‘So all the

only.

Abdul Muyeed Chowdhu
when contacted, told the
Star, “we offered what we had
to offer to them. Now the ball
is in their court.”

Mr Chowdhury added the -

t has agreed to re-
mﬁﬂh“nmwlﬂm:ﬂhcr
from June 1. 1992. In so far as

" the employees
have decldud to continue their

agltauﬂn till their demand is
mel.

‘Legal tangles’ on BCCI
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clude authorising the
Bangladesh Bank to run the
BCCI| branches as a commercial
bank. tha Finance Ministry of-
ficial noted.

The other three options
under consideration are mer-
ger with commercial banks,
sale to local rs and
liquidation of the three
branches of the BCCI, he said,
adding "We will form a new
bank out of the BCCI as soon as
possible”.

Arrangement with the de-
positors would also be made to
refloat the bank under any of
the options, he pointed out.

About 40,000 depositors in

had over Taka 530
crore with the three BCCI
_branches in Dhaka, Chittago
and Khulna when #t was

hytheﬂl.ngh:lﬂhﬂlnkdulyﬂ

last year.

Agrani Bank disbursed a to-
tal of about Taka 60 crore to
local BCCI depositors after the

ernment authorised the

k to pay each depositor
Taka 50,000 per account and
to return all deposits of diplo-
mats. The bank was also au-
‘thorised to handle all the
pending Letters of Credit{LCs)
accounts of the BCCI.

The Luxembourg-based
BCCI, that once had more than
20 billlon US dollars in assets
“and branches in 69 countries,

Agency reports said that the
British court ordered the lig-
uidation of BCCl operations
there January 14, paving the
way for creditors to get back
some of their money.

The British court order fol-
lowed a similar liquidation
order by the commercial court
of Luxembourg of BCCI SA. one
of the two subsidiaries of BCCI
through which it operated in
Britain, United Arab Emirates,
Germany. Netherlands, Jordan
and Yemen.

A second Luxembourg-based
BCCI subsidiary, BCCI Overs-
eas, owned branches else-
where in the world including
those in

Meanwhile, BCCI operations
in Sri Lanka, Mauritius,
Panama, Nigeria and Zambia
have already been re-floated
under new arrangements.

Similar moves are also being |

undertaken by the authorities
in Pakistan and Hong Kong,
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Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia visiting
National Institute for the Mentally Retarded in the city yesterday.
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a stall set by the mentally

retarded at the
— PID photo

Handicapped
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She said ten per cent of the

mljﬂh‘hﬂhﬂd-

reserved quota for

of handicapped
inc the orphans and
added t the government

was encouraging various non-
wm in-
cluding aqug basically a
parents organisation as

its project NIMR opened to-

The national conference.
resided over by SCMRB

grmdlm Alamgir M A Kabir,
was also addressed by Minister
for Social Welfare Tariqul
Iskam.

A key note paper on “The
role of the rmment for
wellare of the mentally re-
tarded of Bangladesh® was
presented by A KM Quamr-
uzzaman MP and a former Vice
President, SCMRB. First Vice
President Ashrafl-ud-Dowla,
Secretaty General M A Matin
and second Vice President

Wajedul Islam spoke on the
occasion.

Third Vice President M
Matiur Rahman read out a

mthyﬂ:?ruﬂtmq

message
ﬂWhAhdurH-hn-n

Indemnity Repeal Bill
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Mirza Golam Haflz, was formed
in August 1991 to scrutinise
the. AL bill.

The then president Khan-
daker Mushtaq . M‘nmedﬁrpr;
mulgated the Indemnity
nance on ﬂ:ptcmhcr 26,1975
m ty to those who

Mujib nn August 15 of
the same year. The ordinance
was turned into an act by Par-
llament in 1979 through the
Fifth Amendment to the Con-
stitution during the rule of
President Ziaur Rahman.

The 15-member parlia-
mentary committee on the In-
demnity (Repeal) Bill consists
of eight MPs from the ruling
party, five from AL and one
each from'JP and Jamaat.

Originally. the House asked
the committee to finalise its
report within 90 days of its
(commitiee) formation. Altho-
ugh the committee held seven
meetings within the period,
the members failed to reach
consensus. Later another 70-
day time was sought and the
House granted it. -

On January 14, when the
70-day deadline expired, the
committee requested the
House to allow another two
weeks to finalise the report

and the House emndnd l.hc

deadline till

With only six - nl' tht:
stipulated time left. the
committee is yet to hold a

meeting. sources close to the
committee informed.

An influential minister and
member of the commitiee on
the bill, while talking to The
Dally Star yesterday, said the
chance of reaching consensus
on the bill was very thin. "We
shall, however, submit the re-
port within the fresh dead-
line,” he added.

Replying to a query he said
a meeting would be held be-
fore finalising the report.
When asked why & meeting
was not held as the f[resh
deadline is only 6 days away,
the minister said that the
Chairman of the commitlee
was the appropriate person to
answer.

The Chairman of the com-
mittee was, however, not avail-
able for comment.

Awami League member
of committee, when con-
tacted, expressed his appre-
hension that the ruling BNP
would not extend support to
the passage of the Indemnity
(Repeal) Bill. But the BNP will
have to pay for its non-cooper-

ation. he warmed.

The senitor BNP leaders
who had earlier agreed to co-
operate on the issue have now
changed their. position for
mysterious reasons, he added.

but to take to the street if BNP

does not Help pave the way for

tryin the  |killers of
hu.” he asserted.
passage of the

Indemnity (Repeal) Bill will
require the support of the
simple majority of parllament.
The combined opposition with
a strength of 160 §s not capa-
bie to ensure its passage.

The Parliamen Party of
Awami League will hold a
meeting this afternoon to dis-
cuss the situation arising out
of the possible non-coopera-
tion of the ruling party in
passing the bill, said an AL MP
last night.

The [inal decision on the
next course of action in this
regard will be taken after AL
chiel Sheikh Hasina returns
home from Singapore where
she is now attending her ail-
ing hruthcr in-lay. the AL MP
added.

Sheikh Ansar Al{. the
Jamaat member of the com-
mittee told this correspondent

“ the

*that his rty's decision on
this issue -fill come only after
major two parties. BNP
and AL, linalise their ultimate
stance. :

Fazle Rabbi. a Jatiya Party
member of the commitiee, was
reportedly not present in any
of the meetings of the commit-
tee.

JP will take the of
political expediency on the

gﬂhndlnﬂem (Repeal)
, the party insiders say.

India has 100
N-bombs: Pak
senate chairman

DUBAlI [(United Arab Emi-
rates). Jan 256: The Chairman
of Pakistan's Senate has
accused India of possessing
100 nuclear bombs, far more
than he said the United Swtes
has estimated, reports AFP.

While the US estimale of

India's nuclear was be-
tween 60 a 70 bombs,
Pakistan is convinced the

number is 100. Wasiftn Sajjad
told the Pakistani comumunity
in Dubal late Friday .

Voting postponed in 40 UP poll centres

From
ferent dhtﬂc]‘l::#

The Police Control Room
said that it had recetved re-
ports from 12 districts and
that polling was suspended in
different centres of six dis-
tricts only.

According to the Control
Room, the centres where vot-
ing was postponed due to un-
toward incidents were: 10 in

r, three in Brahman-
baria, four in Mu j. and
one each in Chittagong.

and Barisal

It said that a police consta-
“ble was hurt when a mob at-
tacked the north Muradpur
Government Primary School of
Nawabgan| upazila under
Dinajpur district. However,
balloting at the centre con-
tinued undisturbed.

The Control Room official
declined to mention details“of
the incidents that led to the

1 Col 6

postponement of polling in the

six districts.

An Election Commission
source in Dhaka said that the
authorities withheld polling in
two _centres at Homna upazila
under Comilla district due to
disturbances.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Chittagong reports:
Authorities postponed polling
in at least 12 centres in 23
unions under two upazilas fol-
lowing violence, clashes and
sna of ballot boxes.

Police said that 35 per-
sons were injured in the inci-
dents and another five ar-
rested in this connection.

They said that the number
of such centres might rise al-
ter proper investigation.

According to police,
polling in eight centres of 13
in 15 unfons in Raozan upazila
and voting at four centres of
10 in 11 unions in Rangunia
upu:ll- were withheld as vio-

lence s

E:n.-t 25 persons were
tnjurud in the centres
in clashes between the rival
groups. Police fired blank
shots while miscreants were
snatching ballot boxes and bal-
lot papers, They also picked
up five persons from the
In the four centres of
Rangunia, clashes between
ups left 10 persons in-
. The on-duty police and
BDR fired in the air to dis-
perse a mob trying to snatch
polling materials. No arrest

was made there.

The centres in Raozan up-
azila where was post-
poned were: Muns , Fate-
pur, Adudia, Nira . Now-
ajishpur, Sanidar . Kui-

para and Ildalpur. The troubled
centre in Rangunia could not
be known.

Our Correspondent from
Narayanganj : Five persons
were injured when police re-
sorted to baton charges and
used rifle butts on an unruly
voters at Murapara Pilot High
School centre of Murapara
Union. Police also detained 13
persons inc two women
on of voting at
the centre. The injured per-
sons were identified as:
Ramisuddin. Mujibur Rahman.
Nasir, Momen and a minor boy.
They all were given first aid.
However, polling at the centre
continued without any break.

Elections to other union

of Rupganj upazila of
the district were held peace-
fully. Out of nine unions in the
upazila, ling was held in
seven . tenures of the re-
maining two UPs have not yet
expired.

The unions where polls
were held on the day, were:
Kanchan, Bholabo, "Doudpur,
Kaedpur, Murapara. Bholta and
Golakandi

An estimated 65 per cent
of the 1,14.230 voters in the
scven unions cast votes at 47
centres. 26 persons are con-
testing fer seven posts of
chairman while 182 for 27
posts of member. .

Our Staffl Correspondent
from Khulna said: Elections in
three unions of Rupsha upazila
and six unions of Terakhada
upazila were held peacefully.

Polling was conducted un-
der s arrangement at 11
out of 16 centres in the two

llas as police feared trou-
ble there. However, no reports
of disturbances in any of the
centres were received.

The youths, normally
known as trouble mongers
served the voters by taking
them from different areas to
the polling centres on mo-
torbikes, witnesses said.

The local election com-
mission officials said, none of
the fncumbent chairmen and
members of the unions under
Dighalia and fultola upazilas,
where polls were held on
January 22. was clected.

According to our Muns-
higan] Correspondent: Two
persons were injured in polls
violence which led to post-
ponement of voting at Three

" centres in Srinagar upastla.

Police fired three shots to
bring the situation under
control,

The two persons whose
identities could be known

-were hospitalised after they

were seriously injured in bomb

explosions. The bombs were
exploded during a clash be-
tween rival groups of people
at the #three centres _
Baraikhali High School. West
Baraikhali High School and
Kharra Primary School of the

Polling at all the three cen-
tres was suspended as the sit-
uation went out of the control
of the authorities following the
domination of the centres by
the rival groups .

Elections were held in 14
unions of S upazila on
the third day of the country:
wide Union Parishad elections.

UNB report from Pabna
says: Election to the Dashunia
Union of Isurdd upazila of the
district will be held on
February 24, Election Commi-
ssfon announced Saturday.

The election was postponed
after the death of chairman
candidate Md Abdur Rouf on
Jan 12. He was sitting chﬂr
man of the union.

According to the new elec-
tion schedule the last dates for
submission of nomination pa-
per. scrutiny and withdrawal of

- nomination paper are January .

1, January 2 and Janun:ry 8 re-
spectively.

Also -‘Snmrda the tlmhnn
to the three unions of Isurdi
and four unions of Atgharia
were held peacefully.

A report from Brahmanbaria
says: Authorities Satyrday
postponed polling in four cen-
tres of four unions in Nabi-
nagar upazila of the district
due to alleged violence and
hljacl:mg of ballot boxes.

Police said polling was
postponed in Kaftola High
Sehool centre in Kaitola Uni-
on, Kagotora Primary School
centre in Ratanpur Union,
Moheshpur Primary School
centre in Bidghar Union and
Amtali Primary School in
Birgoa Union.

They fired two rounds of
blank shots after two rival
gruu}u clashed in Kaitola cen-

rom where three ballot
boxes were hijacked.

. Two ballot paper books
were allegedly snatched away
from Moheshpur centre.

Miscreants also exp
crackers in Kaitola
Moheshpur centres.

Another report from Sha-
riatpur says:" An army sepoy on
leave was arrested Saturday on
charge of forcing into a polling
centre and assaulting a police
constable.

Police also fired a warning
shot as Nuruzzaman allegedly
entered the Chikandi Govern-
ment Primary School voting
centre in the sadar upazila at

loded
and

" shots to bring

dent reports: E

10 am and started beating a
policeman on duty.

Constable Toffazal Hossain
of tpur police line was
injured in the beating when he
prevented the intrusion.

Nuruzzaman was picked up
amid the melee and taken to
palice custody, police said.

Report from Sirajgan] says:
At least 10 people were in-
jured in poll viclence and
seven others arrested during
Union Parishad election in
Tarash and Kamarkhand upazi-
las :

District Election Commi-
ssion sources said disturbances
occurred in three centres of
Tarash upazila due to absence
of revised voters' list. The

- centres are Kudrashan, Bansh-

bari and Markasha

Witnesses said at least six
people were injured durin
the trouble. Police arreste
four people in this connection.

In two other polling centres
in Kamarkhand Upazila. police
arrested three people in con-
nection with false voting.

At least four people were

reported injured during cla-
shes at Bhadrahat and Patksha
voling centre.

Our Kishoreganj Correspon-
dent reports: One Presiding
Officer and at least one college
student were injured in elec-
tion violence in Pakundia
upazila of the district.

The incident occurred at 6
pm when about one hundred
supporters of a Chalrman can-
didate allegedly attacked the
Chardheki Govt Primary Sch-
ool polling centre where the
counting of votes was on.

The attackers severely t
the Presiding Officer Khairul
Bashar, Assistant Education
Officer of the upazila and
snatched away the papers.

. Police fired 18 rounds of
the situation
under control.

The Presiding Officer has.
been admitted to Upazila
Health Complex while col-
lege student Nazmul Haque
(22) has been admitted to
Mymensi Medical College
in a cri condition.

Our Sharia Correspon-
tion Commi-
ssion could not declare the
result of Benodpur Union
under Sadar Upazila as the
voters of Ward No | of the
union did not take part in vot-

ing.

It is reported that people of
this area been demanding
separate union for a long time.

This year they boycotted
the election in protest of not

fulfilling their demand.

e me o ce— -

DHAKA SUNDAY JANUARY 26, 1992

The Midnight File

mlllm

up
Covered Bazaar on hmrdlyktlhngmmphnndmm
bomb

three, police said. Another

at the fashionable

Galleria shopping mall 15 minutes later, slightly injurtd] four
people, authorities said, reports AP.

11703 firearms
examined
By Staff Correspondent

A total of 11.705 licensed
firearms were examined by the
Mstrict Commissioner's office

hﬂlﬂlﬂlhturdq the last
mng-rm-
total, 11371

were rtturnul to its holders

after examination
while a total of 334 deposited
with the DC's office as the pa-
pers were found unsatisiactory,
offictal sources said.

The programme of examin-
ing firearma began all over the
country January 2. Of the total
firearms returned to its hold-
ers. 1537 were revolvers,

' 1169 pistols, 1884 rifles,
3137 double-barrel guns, 3558
single -barrel guns, double-

barrel shot guns and 42 singie-
barrel shot guns.

Of the total 334 firearma
depostied with the DC's office,
56 were revolvers. 46 pistols
40 rifles, 70 double-barrel
guns and 122 single-barrel

Qs

Teacher selection:
DU IFA management

asked to show
cause

By Staff Correspondent

A High Court bench has
asked the management of the
Institute of Fine Arts under
the Dhaka University to show
cause by January 30 why the
sclection of Enamul Huq
Enam, a candidate for the post
of a lecturer at the institute,
would not be declared as ille-
agal.

The two-member bench
comprising Justice Fazle Hu-
ssain Mohammad Habibur Rah-
man and Justice K M Hasan
issued the notice upon a writ
petition of another candidate
Mrs Lala Rukh Selim who
claimed that Enam did not
fulfil the uirement men-
tioned in the circular.

The selection board chose
him at a meeting on January 9,
a press release issued by
Advocate Subrata Chowdhury
said. :

Meanwhile. Chowdhury
said that a meeting of the
board of governors of the insti-
tute held Friday dropped the
issue of ap the selection
of Enamul Huq from the

as the matter is now
under consideration of the
court. '

‘Environment

mePagelCuI4

transport, housing “and urban-
ization. population. public
awareness, education and re-

scarch, legal framework and

institutional ments.

The f[ailure to approve the
policy has already delayed the
publication of a status paper
entitled The state of the envi-
vonment'. The first In a series
of this report was planned for
publication before December
31 last year.

Ministry sources say il the
plan is not approved immedi-
ately disbursement of the aid
money for many of the devel-
opment. projects will be de-
layed. Donors are attaching

importance to the policy,
sources add.

When contacted, Abdullah
Al Noman, Minister for

Environment and Forests told
The Daily Star that the policy
would be approved by the cab-
inet very soon. There would be
some changes in the policy
before it was n sent for
cabinet approval added.

It 1s interesting to note
that since the draft of the pol-
icy was ap all ministers
holding the portfolio of the
ministry while making public
statements on any occasion as-
sured that the policy would be
approved in two months’ time,

Environmentalists believe
the policy will be approved
before the World Summit on
Environment to be held in
Brazil iri June as the Prime
Minister Begunr Khaleda Zia is
expected to lead the 14-mem-

ber Bangladesh team there.

New FIS
leader
detained

ALGIERS, Jan 25: The new
lcader of the lslamic Salvation
Front (F1S), Othmane Alssani.
has been arrested. a funda-
mentalist M
oy, reporee APP.

The news could
diately be confirmed

Sunna at Bab El Oued. one of
the FIS strongholkds.

Power workers
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the demands of the power
employees.

He said that the press note,
which he lermed motivaled’,
had attempled to undermine
the union rights of the em-

ployees
Mecanwhile, organisers of
the strike in 1 capital

Saturday brought out proces-
sions and held rallies in favour
of the strike.

At a rally at the Bidyut
Bhaban Saturday. leaders of the
labour unions said they would
continue their p strike
till realisation of their de-
mands.

Separale meclings were
also organised al the WAPDA
building to drum up support
for the proposed strike.

Normal power supply would
continue during the pstrike

failure
or suspension, workers
would not extend services,
they said.

Newspaper office, hospitals
and water supply will not come

under the purview of the
strike, the organisers added.

BJP march
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The BJP says Joshi's 15,000
km (9.000 mile) "ekta yatra’,
or unity march, is aimed at
countering the Muslim insur-
gency in Kashmir and a
decade-long revolt by Sikhs in
the state of Punjab.

Opponents of the BJP,
which has surged in just over
two years from a fringe party
to opposition status, allege the
march panders to Hindu fun-
damentalists at the expense of
the Muslim. Sikh and other
minorities among India's 850
million people.

Indian news agencies re-
ported that 60 Sikh activists
had been arrested when they
tried to' march through
Kashmir in protest against

- BJP motorcade today.

Sikh ° politician Simranjit
Singh Mann was arrested
when - he tried to enter
Kashmir to hold a rally coun-
tering a Hindu nationalist
journey, press reports said to-
day

Mann, leader of a faction of
the Akali Dal party in Punjab
state, was held with, 56 lollow-
ers Friday at Lakhanpur, the
gateway to Kashmir, tic
news agencies sakd.

In Delhi Indian paolige
rounded up 150 people on the
eve of the country’'s republic
day as security in the capital
was boosted for fear of terror-

ists attacks, police officials
said today.
Police said the 150 de-

tained were suspected of hav-
ing links with Sikh militants
form Punjab or Muslim group¥
fighting for the secession of
the northern state of Kashmir.
Some. 156,000 Hiary
trodps from Border
Security Forces and Central
Reserve Police Force and ordi-
nary police personnel were
deployed along the 10-kilo-
metre (six mile) route of a pa-

TIE: parade usua tqtlmltl
displays by dancers and chil-
drm along with exhibitions of

' Indian weapons,



