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Seles retams her AuSSIe Open t1tle

MELBOURNE,

Jan 25 : Al-tho-

ugh Monica Seles
is the undisputed
champion of wo-
men's tennis, her
most recent victim has issued

a warning : improve or face
losing the top spol, reports AP.

Top-seeded Seles was as
dominating as usual Saturday
in successfully defending her
Australian Open titles, her
two-fisted groundstrokes ‘po-
unding No 7 Mary Joe Fer-
nandez into submission 6-2, 6-
3 to earn the 270,000 US
dollars first price.

No 1 Stefan Edberg meets
No 2 Jim Courfer in the men's
final Sunday.

Fernandez showed only
flashes of the sharp net game
she unveiled in ousting No 3
Gabriela Sabatini in the semifi-
nals.

But she said she knows she
must continue the am:cnla tln::
more aggressive style, t
it's a lesson Seles should learn

if she wants to add to her col- -

lection of five Grand Slams.

"l think when you're No 1
and you win all time, it's
hard to change,” Fernandez
said. "I think that's a mistake.
Someone (s going to come
along who is going to beat her.
She's not improving. When |
did attack, I won most of the
points.”

Although the 20-year-old
said Seles already is beatable
now, "You have to play a per-
fect match. she creates shots
from nowhere. But eventually
someone Is going to catch up
0 her."

Scles, 18, that she
must improve, particularly if
she wants to conquer the
speed of grass courts and win
the Grand Slam she hasn't

yet — Wimbledon.

“lI would really like to have
the serve stronger, just come
in more often. | think for
Wimbledon, I'm going to have
to.” she said. “That's going to

be hard, because | don't feel
secure.”
Seies won all three Grand

Slams she contested last year

but pulled out of Wimbledon.,
citing injury. she has reached
the finals of 19 consecutive
lournaments, winning 13.

Fernandez said Seles’ big
advantage Is mental,

"1 think the best part of her
game {is her tenacity.”
Fernandez said. "1 think that's
what wins her most of her
matches.”

Seles looked coquettish at
'her post-match news confer-
ence in a pink, crushed silk-
and-lace floppy hat and calf-
length sundress reminiscent of
the 19208 » of the woman
she most admires in lennis.

Suzanne .

She said wanted people
to know she's just a normal
teen-ager when she sheds the

scrious demeanor she wears

RU-CU semis
today

RAJSHAHIL, Jan 26 : Bang
ladesh University of Enginec
ering and Technology (BUET)
became Group A champions in
inter-university cricket tourn
amen! defeating Jahangirnagar
University by five wickets al
the university sitadium here
today, reports UNB.

Jahangirnagar University
batted first after winning the
toss and scored 148 runs for
® in the allotted 40 overs.
Shahriar hit 56 and Selim 40,

in reply. BUET reached
the winning target of 149 for
the loss of 65 wickets in 38.2
overs. Chunnu scored §7,

Hassan 20 and Kaiser 25 runs.

The first semi-final be-
tween hosls Univer-
and C Untver-

Monica Seles holds & tuy koala and the Australian Open women's singles trophy after

beating American Mary Joe Fernandez in yesterday's final in Melbourne.Seles won in

straight sets 6-2, 6-3.

Seles said the final score
against Fernandez, far from the
tension of the 9-7. third-set
viclory in last year's semifinals
here, wasn't indicative of how
close the match was.

“The score was try tight,
just decided by a points,”
she said.

Fernandez lost the first four
games despite holding game
points in each one, including
three break points on Seles’
scecond service game, when
the champion fought back
from a 15-40  deficit
Fernandez lost the next game
after starving ofl three break
points.

"I was unlucky not to win

y of the first four games.”
Ft'm.lndcz sald. “There is a big

MELBOURNE.,
Jan 25: Jim Cou
rier has had a

pretty easy run o
the final of the

Australtan

—

A

He'll find out Sunday

been oo eusy, reporis AP.
Courier, the second seed,

faces No. | Seelan Edberg in a

rematch of the US Open final

that the Swede won in L
scts. Edberg holds a 4-2
over Courier, but one of the
American’s wins came en roule
to the French Open title last
year.

Alter three consecutive

straight -set victories in which
he yiclded only seven games
cach time, Courter didn't even
have 1o take the court in
Friday's semifinals when un
sceded Richard Krajicek de-
faulied with a shoulder injury.

The burly Courter will be
facing a seeded player for the
first time in & tournament
marked by early upsets and No
6 Pete Sampras’ withdrawal
with a shoulder injury.

While the layofl between
maiches is nice — he last

“The down side is that |
don't get to play.” he said.
“You'd like 1o be in a rhythm
going into a final of a tourna-

difference between 4-0 and 2-
2."

Both Seles and Fernandez,
got off to slow starts and
looked a little tight on a warm.

sunny day. Seles set the early
tone with a double-fault on the
first point. Six of the nine ser-
vice breaks came in the first
sct.

Seles got untracked first,
although each game was a
struggle. The combination of
Seles winners and Fernandez
errors deadly to any
hopes for an upset.

Fernandez ended up with
32 unforced 1o 21 for Seles
Many came ofl the backhand
side, which Seles exploited 1o
the fullest.

Fermandezx, wh

-:u Thll s a prepara-
" Edberg Illd Hu- he
h-ln‘t phyul since Wednesday.

and | am not sure if that is
good for him. You lose a bit of

“to

—AFP photo
promised to continue the at-
tacking style she used to dis-
mantle Sabatini, looked unset-
tled by three errors on ap-
proach shots in the first
and largely remained pinned
to the baseline by SCirs pow-
erful groundstrokes.

She ended up with nine
winners from thé net. com-
pared"'with 17 against Sabatini.

After Fernandez pulled to
within 5:2 in the first set on
her sccond service break.
Seles won the next five games
all but extinguish
Fernandez's hopes

Fernandez., who also made
the final here two years ago,
now has lost 11 straight
matches to Seles after winning
their first encounter.

| Courier faces real test today

2 spot is the result of long
hours of practice. Edberg
knows if he doesn’'t keep up

" the same pace, he won't be No.

1 long. No matter what hap-
ns this tournament, he’ll
r::tp the top spot. but Courter
would cut the deficit with a
victory.
"If you want to stay up
there, there is only one way ol

: doing it. and that's playing as

many matches as you can and
concentrating on cach lour-
nament and working as hard as
you have ever done before”

mr‘ said.

*The moment you don't
work as hard, you will shp
sooner or later, just a matter of

Sport

| Wanderers earn

. since damaging
| FA Cup final last May

— s o

. this afternoon,

first point

Sports Reporter
Dhaka Wanderers Club sha-
red points with -prom-
oted Eskaton Sabuj in
the first match of the of

the Star First Division football '

league at the Mirpur Stadium
yesterday.

In a match that was mostly
confined to midfield with the
team launching sporadic for-
ays mainly because of the lapse
of defence than individual
brilliance by any player from

either side. |

Belal,. the hardworking

Wanderers player who has al-

caught the notice of the
football enthusiasts, Wan-
derers the lead in the 35th
minute of the match after
Mosharral had done the
spadework.

Eskaton pressed hard for
the equaliser but the
cluded them tilt the fag end of
the match when Arman, an-
other player to make his mark
in this year's league, drew
level two minutes from the fi-

nal whistle on getting a ball |

from Liaquat.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Victoria vs Police (3 pm)
Mohammedan vs Warl (5

pmj

Gazza returns for
Spurs Mar 4

LONDON, Jan 24: England
international Paul Gascoigne
has pencilled in March 4 for
his Tottenham comeback, re-
ports AFP.

Gascoigne hopes to play in
the European Cup Winners'
Cup quarter-final first leg
against Feyenoord at White
Hjart Lane. He has not played
his knee in the

"My target is to play against
Feyenoord, although [ will ob-
viously try to play for the re-
serves before thlt the Sun
reports him as saying In its
Saturday edition, adding: “I'm
also certain | will be a Lazio
player by May 31— if not ear-
lier.”

Gascoigne is said to have

' had an x-ray on his injured

knee earlier this week, which
confirmed that he'can step up
his rehabitlitation p

And the midfield star is re-

. ported as saying he will be fit

for the European Champion-
ships in the summer.

Ctg soccer

CHITTAGONG. Jan 25:
Kollol Sangha beat Hafiz Jute

' 3-1 in the CJKP Elite Paint

First Division football league at
the Chittagong Stadium here
reports BSS.

Kollol led the first half 1-0.
Tipu scored twice and Masum
once for Kollol while Akbar
reduced the margin for Halfiz
Jute Mills.

The other match of the day,
between BCIC and Bakolia,
ended in a two-two draw.

Santosh scored both the
goals for BCIC while Bakolia
levelled through Tinku and
Mamun. '

Stiffer fines for
Seles syndrome’

MELBOURNE. Jan 256: The
‘Monica Seles fine” is now In
cffect.

Scles sparked a controversy
by skipping a tournament last
year to play an exhibition. That
sort of action will be five times
more costly this year, following
adoption of an Increased rate
of fines Saturday by the Wo-
men's Interpational Pro Tennis
Council, reports AP.

Effective this , a player
in violation of the exhibition
rule will be automatically fined
in accordance with the follow-
ing schedule:

Those ranked No | to No 4,
100,000 dollars; No 5-No 8§,
50.000 dollars: No 9-No 20,
25,000 dollars; and No 21-No
50. 12.500 dollars .

"The members of the
Women's Pro Council antici-
pate that these new fine levels
will deter promoters [rom
staging exhibitions which neg-
atively impact the women's
professional circuit.” said Anne
Person. the council's managing

director.
“ideally, these increased

Abahani Krira
Chakra defeated
sh Jute
Mills Corporation
3-1 in Star
First Division football at
the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
The great expectations that
were raised in Abahani's previ-
ous encounter t Wander-
ers ran to seed with the Dhan-
n;n::i side, Em de I'::}ding
c pions, pilayl a fair
pedestrian brand :#
pupiils piljﬂ.

The BKSP
for BJMC did well to hold their
more powerful rivals 1-1 in the
first half.

Abahani, playing without
key defender and skipper
Munna, looked rather jittery in
defence. Rehan, exposed by
the pacy, enthusiastic BJMC
forwards resorted to ugly,
cynical tactics and the tall
sto was lucky to get away

Lﬂ yellow card. Referee
Ansarul Islam Mintu’s poor su-
pervision gave birth to other
incidents like depriving
Abahani of a penalty and
awarding BJMC a penalty for
an infringement that was not

the r than on Aslam.

wﬁn ftﬂwﬂ; match, Alexey

Arefiev was pushed behind to

marshall the Abahani defence

in Munna's absence along with
, Rehan and Nira.

The reigning league cham-
pions pitched in early with
Sergeli Zhukov feeding the
front liners well but the pincer
intensity was missing: yet
Alamgir's long throw flum-
moxed the BJMC defence
which lacked in inches and
Gaus, after Aslam had missed,
nodded the ball home in the
15th minute of the match (1-
0).

BJMC equalised eight min-
utes later, much to surprise of
the Abahani supporters when
Arifur Rahman Mamun latching
on to a fine pass from Shovon,

Pioneer soccer
Sports Reporter

T & T Recreation Club swa-
mped Khilgaon Smrijony Sang-
sad 4-1 in the Janata Bank
Pionecer football league yester-
day at the Khilgaon School

Dipu and Suman netted two
goals ecach for the winners
while Rashid reduced the
margin for Smrijony.

In the other match at the
venue, Rainbow AC beat
Painadi by two goals (Ripon,
Dulal) to nil.

At the Outer Stadium. KR
Boys beat Lalbagh Tarun

a similar margin.
Selim a Arman scored for
the winners.

At the Dhanmondi ground,
Dhaka Dynamo shared points
with Fire Service [(Jrs) alter
the match ended in a 2-2
draw. .

Shanto and Titu netted for
Dynamo while Karim and Rana
scored for Fire Service.

The other match at the
venue, between Kalindt KC and
Khwl Dewan Juba Sangha

‘glllcn ground, the

tie hetwun lepur Nabarun
and Unique SC ended in a
two(Mtlon. Kamal)-two (Ujjal,
Asad) draw.

Kendrio Kishore Kafela
edged past Sonargaon Issa
Khan 1-0. Mahamood being
the scorer, at the Mirpur

Roy Shaheb Bazar got a
walk-over against Shyamoli
Club in the other fixture at the

Hockey league
resumes today

Sports Reporter
Green Delta First Division
hockey league matches resume
today at the Hockey Stadium.
Sonali Bank will take on
Dhaka Wanderers' Club in the
first match at 1:45 pm while
Sadharan Bima will clash with
Wari Club in the second fixture
at 3:15 pm.
The league programme
came to a standstill with the
umpires going on a wildcat
strike in protest against the
untoward incident last Monday
when an Usha Krira Chakra of-
ficial. who is. fronically, also a
hockey umpire, refused to ac-

Title - aspirants -

Sports Reporter

t'ﬂ:rhlllﬁhrll

'Abahani leave it late

The BJMC goalkeeper makes a daring save to thwart an
Abahani forward in yesterday's Star league match at

Mirpur Stadium. Abahani won 3-1.

dodged past Rehan to find the
net 1-1.

Rehan felled Anis two min-
utes from the breather inside
the box and a hiss of reliefl
cleaved out of the lungs of the
anxious Abahani supporters
when Salam Khan wasted
BJMC's spot kick by shooling
over the bar,

Abahani began the post-le-
mon session in sober sadness
and goals looked only a matter
of time with the relentless
waves of offensives laving the
shores of the BJMC defence.

Sergei Zhukov scored in the
23rd minute from the melee
aflter BJMC defenders fafled to
clear a free-kick by Nira.

. Abahani sealed the fate of
the matech when Aslam scored

—Star phntu

his third goal of the season in
the very next minute.

Abahani ran all over their
opponents for the rest of the
match but poor marksmanship
thwarted them from widening
the victory margin,

This was Abahant's fourth
straight win while BJMC have
lost all four games they have
played so far.

¥Yellow cards: Rehan of
Abahani and Salam of BJMC

Abahani KC: Selim. Alamgir.
Rehan, Arefiev, Nira. Munir
(Zakir), Zhukov. Shakil [Swa-
pan). Gaus. Rumi (Mamun) and
Aslam.

BJMC SC: Selim ([Nasir).
Mamun. Rasheed, Shovon. You
nus. Salam. Barl, Papel, Anis.
Arif and Maruf
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