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High Cost of Moscow Diploma

OR the third straight

year. Indian student

Mitali Mittra must cke

out an existence on the paltry

166 rouble monthly stipend

provided by the Soviet

t to allow her to

study at Mescow's Pushkin
Institute.

Mittra is thankful for® the

» sum, however. Many of
m students from the
Third World could not afford
to retum to their studies when
their subsidies were cut and

their tuftion bills were sud-
denly charged in hard

currency
Moscow schools and col-
leges have not been immune
the winds of change blowing
been forced to find free mar-
ket answers to problems
caused by the government's
decision to slash funding to
the foreign student pro-

grammes.
These programmes were
ly devised to reinforce
s with Third World and

communist states worldwide.
But as the world abandons
communism and the Soviel
Union tightens its belt, they
have been the first 1o go.

"We've had s0 many eco-
nomic problems.” said Sergel
Ivanovich, vice-direcior of in-
ternational relations at Mos
cow's Pushkin Institute, reno-
wned for its Russian language

..

Ivanovich claimed his
school earned oene milhon
dollars last year by iis new
policy of charging US8435 a
month In l"lrll lnd not

H: majority nl' nludcnl- :

are now paying hard currency,”
satd Geedika Sharan [rom
Bihar, Indta. who started her
Ph. D. in Russian literature at
Moscow State University with
the aid of a private sponsor
tlilreur She says she Is one of
y oncs. "There are lar
fewer students from Third
World countries.” she adds.
A 'teacher at Moscow's
International Lumumba Univ-

ersity, whe asked not to be
identified, sald her division
enrolled 800 students in the

last academic . most of
whom ocame f[rom socialist
countries.,

But this year, the roster
showed 128 students, only
seven of whom attended the

Third World stud-
ents in the former
Soviet Union, many
of them on meagre
scholarship grants,
have been hit hard
by the changes swe-
eping the country.

first day of school in late
August.
and edu-

Foreign
cational in Moscow
support these figures and con-

clusions. Cuba sent 2.200

students this year — almost
hall last yoar's number — to
study ig the Soviet Union,

Education

sitics instead of transferring 1o

the generously appointed
GCerman colleges, can full
support from their unified

government.
"No student from the ex-

GCerman Democratic ublic
has to leave because sup-
port.” sald Enno Barker. press
attache for the German em-
baseny

Despite this offer. fewer
than 700 GCerman students

opted to study in the lormer
Soviet Undon this year. Every
one of the Pushkin Institute's
150 East German students on
car's roster failed to turn
up lor the start of this aca-
demic year.

The decline and fall of the
cormmunist re also means
that a Soviet degree is no
longer the job-seeking advan-
tage It once was in formerly
Soviet-controlled Eastern
Europe.

“Students find 1t no longer
useful to study here under the

changing ical conditions,”
said Da r. Some lormer
communist countries like

Crechoslovakia and Bulgaria
have stopped thefr student ex-

changr F'I:"I-Iﬂlltl anyway

says his department’s decline
is the direct result of the
changes in former satellite
countries. where Russian has
definitely become out of

fashion.

The result is a international
surplus of Russian teachers.
which add to the list of quali-
fted le seeking teaching
jobs In West and the hard
currency incomes worth a
king's ransom at home. "This
is where the demand Iis

nowadays.” says Petrenko.
—{IPSI

A Research Institute with § teady Ethos

profile on a research in
stitute is rarely an attrac-
tive for the
media. In spite of the -
lustre nature of the theme
which partly explains a
lukewarm readers-
. the greater blame for this
-'l of reaction can be
laid at the door o
inappropriate approach which
sometimes lends to become
pedantic. The situation may
probably turm out a little better
with more simple treatment of
the topic.

With that belief which is not
without a tinge of diffidence, a
research institute with its ob-

tives and achievements is

introd uced. The research
institute in question is the
Bangladesh Institute of Law
and International Affairs. It is a
sort of “think tank” devoted
mainly, among other things, to
the promotion of studies and
research in law and interna-
tional affairs.

Placed in a beauteous locale
with tranquil environs, at
Dhanmondi residential area,

A S M Nurunnabi

the institute was established in  Affairs. Though the available
June, 1972 under the ploneer- funds put some financial con-
ing initiative of Dr F K M A strainis on any projected ex-
hmrt‘.:hief-lm of pansion of the activities of the
institute, the limitution has not
m institu h- P been allowed to affect the qual-
as a forum provid- ity dimensions of its mpanifoid

E!Pl"-'ﬂllﬂft- on-going activities.

m
scholars and experts to relate to one another and to
facilitate the formulation of common policies in important
areas of law and international affairs in an interdepend-
ent world order. |

mhal bun nperﬂtingm nﬁrumﬁ:rpmmdin;

late to '‘one another and to
facilitate the formulation of
common policies in important
areas of law and international
affairs in an interdependent
worid order. It has among its
patrons and members eminent
personages including judges.
lawyers, jurists and academics.

The mainstay of its finance
rests on grants made by the
Ministry of Law and Justice
and the Hinlnu-y of Foreign

The donor agencies, such as
the Asia Foundation. the Ford
Foundation and the USAID play

a useful role by offering spe-
cific project grants. Organi-
sations such as the American
Cultural Centre. the British
Council and other foreign
missions donate books,
journals, periodicils, These go
ll:mglrnylni:m'lchlnglh: in-
stitute’s library. The research
_of Foreign grants given by the donor

agencics help to undertake

original research in specilfic
mn.‘z the lmtﬂut: quali-

The institute hnl list of
research ublluthni which

stitute’s other pu -
clude (a) a biennial journal,
featuring articles on interna-
tional law and international af-
fairs, (b) Bangladesh Supreme
Court Report which is a quar-
terly publication out
the decisions of the A
Diviston of the Supreme Court
and (c) a monthly magazine fo-
cusing on areas of current in-
terest.

Besides, the institute organ-
ises seminars and lectures on
international law and interna-
tional relations.

The institute also under-
took certain important pro-
jects on areas noted below : (a)
project on delay in court and
court administration funded by
the Asia Foundation, (b) -
ject on SAARC also by
thc Asia Fuund.thn with the

d’ u- Ministry of
ot e b |

Wmﬂﬁihnudur:

Present Position of Polytechmc
Institute in Bangladesh

n the early 50s, Ford Fo-

undation established a Po-

lytechnic Instityte al Dha-
ka. This was al first known as
East Pakistan #Polytechniec
Institute.. The aim for
establishing the institute was
to meet Lthe mid-level
engineers in the industrial
sector and other field of
engineering. Alter a time the
name of East Pakistan
Polytechnic was converted to
Dhaka Po iic Institute. At
that time, Polytechnic Diploma
holders proved themselves as
one of the potential personali-
ties for the industries and
other engineering services, In
the light of that. and for the
rapid development in the in-
dustrial sector. and for the
need of technical persons in
the engineering field, Pakistan
Government established
Polytechnic Institutes in most
of the districts of the erstwhile
East Pakistan.

At that time, Polytechnic
teachers and specially instruc-
tor posts were equivalent to
the professors of the govern-
ment colleges at present the
professors of the Government
Colleges were redesignated as

by Z Abeden |

Polytechnic students have started terrorism within the Polytechnic campus and other
areas. The campus has become a focal point for political parties.

assistant professor and the re-
cruitment of the instructors

.are under the direct control of

the PSC. Just after Liberation,
the government temporally
filled up the some instructor's
post. on adhoc basis, from ju-
nior instructors. Most of the
promoted instructors failed to
compete the PSC several
times, for promotion to be an
instructor. This was the first
setback for deteriorating the
standard of the education in
Polytechnic Institute.

In 1978 all the promote in-
structors were re sed on
humanitarian grounds, by defy-
ing the established recruit-
mient rule set for the post of
instructors. After that in-
stance, the promotion quota
was established through the,
bargaining agent of the
Polytechnic teachers' repre-
sentatives, now popularly

known as “"Bangladesh
Polytechnic Shikhak Samitee”.

e
A

In 1973 another incident was
made in the Directorate of

Technical Education for prd-
motion of their favourite per-
sons to the teaching post as
junior instructors from clerks.
After examining the case by
Bangladesh Public Service
Commission, most of the pro-
motee junior instructors, who
were promoted from the
clerks, were reverted to their
original post of clerks, Yet
among the promotées some of
them were managed to retain
the post of junior instructor by
defying the PSC's objection. It
is a matter of wonder that the
promoted clerks who retained
the post of junior instructor
had prescribed the qualifica-
tion for the post of junior in-
structor.

In 1974 some junior in-

structors were appointed on
adhoc basis {without

taking any
interview) by political hat:kln.g.

and recommendations by

Professor Yousul Al. it is re-

ported. Some of them have no
minimum qualification for the
post it is believed. For that
reason they had not ever re-
ceived any interview card for a
regularisation of the post.

In 1982 after proclamation
of military rule in the country.
the government decided to
regularise all the adhoc ap-
pointees on humanitarian
ﬁzunds If they had the quali-

tions for the post. they
served on adhoc basis. But
Directorate of Technical
Education regularised all the
adhoc appointees. In this case
qualification bar was over-
looked for special favourite
persons of the Directorate.
Soon after Commercial
Technology attached. with the
Polytechnic Institute, de-
manded a separate identity
and a different establishment
and for introducing B B A
course.
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Afiter taking over the charge
as Chairman, Mr Bhutyan, in
Collaboration with
Polytechnic Shikhak Samity”
introduced what is a popularly
known as "Carry Over System”.
For introducing this system
Polytechnic "Shikhak Samity”
played a pioneer role for pro-
dueing quantity production in-
stead of quality production. In
this system one student can be
promoted in the final year
without passing any subjects in
year
classes. Polytechnic students
took full advantage of the sys-
tem, they become very un-
mindful of their studies, and
unruly and diverted them-
scives in the activities.

Polytechnic students have
started chaos within the
Polytechnic campus and other
area. For the terrorism activi-
ties Polytechnic students be-
come t for the oppor-
tunist political parties. At the
last stage, the Polytechnic
campus become the focal point
for the political parties, and
harassment of the student of
opposition group. Unfair
means in the examination is a
very nominal matter in
Polytechnic scene. Ideal
teachers and students become
concerned with the front of
the illegal force.

Recently the teachers as-
sociation ma to promote
some teachers, showing the

general recruitment rule for
caderism. It is a malter of
great regret that about onc
hundred e working in
the Polytechnic Institute as ju-
nior instructors i.e. one step
lower post proscribed for the
engineer. All the e s are
frustrated by the order issued
by the authority. It may be
mentioned here that present
Director- General. in charge,
was promoted from the post of
junior instructor to Chief
Instructor after qualifying the
AMIE which was equivalent
to the degree of an engineer.

The situation that prevails
in the Directorate show Lhat
the Directorate is not inter-
ested in following the PSC and
BCS cadre rule, set for the
cadre services in the country.

The senior official of the |

Directorate including DG (in-
charge) are interested in satis-
fying the present teachers’ as-
sociation instead of establish-
ing law and order and imple-
menting the Government rule
set for the Government ser-
vice.

If this condition prevails,
the situation of technical edu-
cation will be a serious national
problem.

Intlm

ANGCGLADESH Agricul-
tural Institute (HAI)
which s also known as
sh Agriculture Cel-
lege. situated at Sher-e-Bangla
., Diaka is the country's
Itural education
institution. It was founded
the leader Sher-e-Ba

AK Hag in 1938. Since
| then BAl has been contribut
mmﬂ-wh

ment of Bangladesh

producing agricultural

AL present. the BAI s

shead to gain its

autonomy status which the au
thoritics had decided 10 sanc-
tion. The inter-ministrial com-
mittee formed for the purpose
of awarding autonomy to BAI
and other two agricultural
colleges has prepared the
draftordinance. Meanwhile, it
is gathered that certain people
are still in dilemma concern-
ing the agriculture colleges’
autonomy Iissuc. Even the
Institute of Post-graduate Stu-
dies in Agriculture (IPSA)
which has already gained au-
status and the charter
for awarding degree has yet 1o
get its final clearance from the
authority. Some quarters are
thinking whether the degree-
awarding autopomous insti-
tutes will be successful in
maintaining a minimum stan-
dard. But in reality. il auton-
omy is given to all agricultural
education institutes and col-
lcges. it will help in Inidating a
competition among the insti-
tutes to raise their respective
educational standard. Of
course, the responsibilities of
the teachers will increase
enormously. They will have to
intensify their efforts in pro-
ducing high calibre agricultural
graduates. The students of dif-
ferent institutes will also have
to get themselves more atten-
tive to their studies for the
sake of their own existence in
the field of agricultural occupa-
ons.
As we know that the au-
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Teachers Training Programme in Bangladesh

by M Zahidul Haque

tonomous IPSA s currently
running M.S. courses in differ-
ent discipline of agriculture
L“ efliciently, even better
n the Bangladesh Agric-
ultural University (BAU),
Mymensingh. The autonomy
status will greatly help in re-
ducing session jam and cam-
us violence as well. Since
number of students will
be st in these institutes,
less are expected. At
present, BAI s under the aca-
demic control of BAU. In BAU,
there are a lot of Internal
problems. As a result. students
of BAl Is suffering. Sometimes
BAU postpones examination on
different grounds and also de
lays in publishing results. For
instance, the HAU has yet 1o
announce the result of final
B.Sc.Ag. (Hons) examination
whnh was to be announced
L from now. It they
further delays In announcing
the resuit. many students
nright lose the chance of sit-
tng in the next BCS examina-
thon

Administration

The BAIl is now under the
administrative control of

Ba sh Agricultural Res-
earch Institute (BARI). The
BARI being the ecountry's

largest agricultural research
organization, it has its own
problems. So. BAl being BARI's
educational remained ne-
glected for long. The BAl has
so many administrative draw-
backs. For instance, BAIl is
running without a permanent

principal for the many years.
Some senior prufessors had

been doing the job as princtpal
In-Charge. Currently. Prol. M Q
Zaman s holding the charge of
principal, who is, a professor of
plant pathology in the insti-
tute. The professors and asso-
clate professors have yet to get

« their proper pay-scales. One

senior teacher of the institute,
Mr Selim Akhter told this
correspondent that he became
assoclate professor 12 years

|BAI Promises Bnght Future

ago vide the order of the
President of Bangladesh but he
hasn't yet recetved his genuine

scale. There are the physi-
P'rpmbum in BAL Although a
cent per cent residential insti-
tute, there is no sufficient
number of teachers and staff
quarters in the campus. The
institute lacks a bound-
ary wall Due w0 shortage of
fund, the construction of the
girls’ hostel has not yet been
started. Men . @ your or
two back Lhe ﬂ:m wok a
deciston w admit m sl -
dents in BAI but no siep to
maierialize this decision has
becrn taken yet,

Good work

Despite many problems and
Hmitations, the academic
activittes of BAl is going on
with due spirit. A large number
of BAl graduales have so far
qualified BCS examination and
joined in various cadre ser-
vices. The graduates of this in-
stitute are working in all types
ol government and non-gov-
ernment agricultural organtza-
tons at home and abroad. The
current students are trying
their best to keep BAl's aca-
demic at re congenial.
The political conseciousness
among the students of BAl s
getting a fair shape through
perpetuation of friendship and
tolerance between students.

The students are dlso con-
tinuing their extra-curricular
activities side by side their
academic pursuance. Recently
an Islamic Cultural Compe-
tition was held under the
auspices of Bangladesh Agric-
ultural Institute Central Stu-
dents’ Union (BAICSU). More
than 200 students took part in
different events.

The Rovers' Scouts of BAI
has just completed the annual
training ¢amp while Kishap
Theatre of BAl staged a drama
— "Muntasir Fantacy” by Selim-
al-din in their freshers’
welcome ceremony held on

Scept. 26.

English : Lar;zguage of the World

British writer named

Michael Wynne-Parker

has written ‘a book
entitled "Bridge Over Troubled
Water™ and it is all about the
English language and its
impact among sharply
divergent. sometimes hostile
people in many parts of the
worlid.

It is very readable and con-
tains anecdotes u?uol:ntlnnl
as well as historical insights
concerning the language dat-
ing back a hundred years ago.

The author was particularly
interested about the hold the

by Arjuna

left our shores. our affection”

for it will remain undimin-
ished. And we shall go our-
selves, and send our youth, to
the sources from which it
springs and bring back with us
the beauties enshrined in it.”
"Bridge Over Troubled
Water” is very m&d?lc. laced
with anecdotes and quotations
and you an insight into
the history of the last 100
. The author writes about
s life and how he became in-
volved as president of the
Council of the English-
Speaking Unfon of South Asia

He adds that with the revo-
lutionary changes in Eastern
Europe and Russian being no
longer a compulsory second
language. many people in
countries like Poland, H
and Czechoslovakia would
adopt English as a second lan-
guage. Ehuy would soon be
looking for teachers of

g
ESU teaches English free to
those who cannot pay. It has
its own textbooks and adopts
the Kalan system of teaching —
partly written, partly spoken.
He is conflident within 90

English is not a mere link language in the Commonwealth states. It
has taken deeper meaning, often gaining acceptance as a cultural

heritage akin to their own customs and traditions.

English language has in the
states and countries of the old
British Empire, though the
Empire hu:r lo bctn cast
away from these
He said it has hcmrm the
of communication be-
tween Hindus and Muslims,
Chinese and Malays and
Sinhalese and Tamils, among

ples
In he l:l:lﬂ:l English is
not a mere link language In
these Commonwealth states. It
has taken a deeper meaning,
often gaining acceptance as a
cultural heritage akin to their
own customs and traditions.

Mulk Raj Anand, an Indian

savant, has this to say : "The
real English we know was
never the language of our con-
querors, for it is not they who
cherished or brought it into
our lives; no, it was the lan-

we ourselves took from
the of nd, not as an
act of submission but
genuine love of the graces. And

| after the last Englishman has

and governor of the English-
Speaking Union of the
Commonwealth [(ESU) "at the
grassroots” as chairman of the
Norfolk branch: of the life and
exciting times of the founder
of the ESU. Sir Evelyn
Wrench: his own interest in
Sapphires which originally
brought him to Sri Lanka and
the establishment of an ESU
branch in that emchanting
land.

Wynne-Parker, who was in
Colombo recently for the open-
ing of the ESU's South Asian
headquarters. told me the
English age today belongs
to the world. It is the language
of commerce and the language
of travel.

With Britain's entry into
Europe, he [foresees an
"English-Speaking Union of
Europe.” There are already
ESUs in France. the Federal
Republic of Germany and
Finland, There are ESU
branches in the USA and soon
Japan will have one.

- hours a student can be reason-

ably proficient.

His book records that 400
million human beings learn
English as babies and 1.36 bil-
lion live in countries in which
English is the [irst language of
choice. Consequently, almost
half of all the commercial deals
conducted in this overpopu-
lated world are conducted in
English. "Korean executives in
Bangkok doing deals with
ltalian executives use English."

\ The book further notes :
"More inhabitants of the
Chinese mainland are today
learning English than the en-
tire population of the United
States, Why 7 Is it just because
Britain and America together
create such’a vast pool of po-
tential profit?

“In fact there are other rea-
sons: Eighty per cent of the

world's information stored In
computers is in English. There

is no arguing with computers.”
- — Depthnews Asia




