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Dhaka, Sunday, January 26, 1992

Housing the Capital People

Reduction of population ure on our
is as u :nﬁjwul}uldﬂﬂcultm.
Minister has sought lwrzloglcaluyd
achieving it by developing the suburbs into more
habitable residential areas, with more amenities
than now. We feel 'that the good idea nevertheless
needs to be a little more thought than it has
received until now, If the thinks only
in terms of improving the amenities — such as
supplying power and water — that would probably
create more problems than solve them. The re-
sult would be a slum-like development, the pos-
ol crores going into each unit of hou
largely immaterial then. There is no end
complaints from the residents of the
lpn.hm:n‘ in Uttara and Baridhara to the of
* which the government has been as much helpful
as it can be. Needless to say, unsparing govern-
ment sup nutwilhnundtnﬁ. this tme of
:‘um su um:lnmwayrt th:u job
dissi tion pressure on !
In flpc:.wstpgguhlw slzsbur}?a well insi tﬂthe
metropolitan area, literally housing countless
reople. These need to be properly u be-
ore any related gmgrnmme is undertaken. And
this would probably add to the problem we have
proposed to address. Proper development of late
accretions to the city like the so many 's like
Shantibagh and Sabujbagh would no doubt thin

out the population there and create new prob-
lems of housing for those now enjoying some
kind of housing.

An effective way to make people not to rush
the city should invariably involve staggering the
Emm of work for the persons manning the many

of services and establishments. After that
the most urgent task would be to see that dis-
tricts of low-cost housing are built along the
three sides of the city — one side is taken by the
Burl%eanga — in no way not very far from the city.
People essential for running the city and indeed
the whole state are, as things are, low-income
ple. They must not be made to commute from
m’ouﬂ' places.

Where shall we find such areas — near and big «

ard a lot of them and yet not occupied already

There are three very answers to that. One,
what are you going to do with the land you will
get after the removal of the central jail irom fits
present site 7 Don't build shopping arcades for
the benefit of the graft-looters; build multi-sto-
"ried accommodation for low to middle income
people whose place of work s somewhere
around. Two, remove the cantonment to some
newer site and put the area with its well laid out
roads and the greenery to use by the middle-in-
come intellectual workers and professionals — all

ltving in blocks of high-rise huildings.
Way-out number three is'the most mmlsug of
all — but one that has been ost lost to

us. Cross the river, and you have a world of space
for urbanisation — well up to the Dhaleswari. It is
strange as well as very mysterious why successive
governments kept their eyes averted from what
was straight before their nose — the Zinjira-
Kaliganj-Konda flatland river front, well-served by
river inlets and go deep into the interior —
leading to strips of high land lacing the low-lying
areas upto Syedpur-Phalhar on the Daleswari. Any
government could, with some imagination, make
a Venice out of this side of the Buriganga. Instead,
very evidently all the %mrenunenls played, with a
will, into the hands ol slumlords of the type ex-
posed by the great GBS in Widower's House.

The problem needs urgent action. The first
requisite for that is the right idea and the right
will. About the righl;l will we do not have suspi-
cions. The Prime Minister has some right ideas
too. Wanted now is a lot of imagination and gen-
erous helpings of audacious daring.

Medical Malpractice

Spurious medicines and foreign substances in

distilled or saline water have often made newspa- -

per headlines. Now comes another distressing
piece of news that outdated X-ray films are being
clandestinely used by none other than Suhra-
wardy Hospital. The issue raised quite a furore in
the parliament the other day but no follow-up of
the same is however known. That unmistakably
brings us to some fundamental
hospitals are not specially known for outstanding
services nor is our health care system as a whole
anything enviable. If a leading hospital of the
country can go on with practices not medically
approved, what happens elsewhere In ‘cate

for patients’ with the sole motive of profit needs
no elaboration. '

The issue of date-expired X-ray films, in this
case, came up for heated discussion only briefly
before Deputy Leader of the House Professor
Badruddoza Chowdhury, himself a renowned
medical practitioner, assured the House that the
use of such X-ray films did not cause harm to the
patients. He however admitted that diagnosis of
discascﬁhns nndthla bﬁsls of l_;lnctu&'es on outdated X-
ray S is delayed. Nowhere did he sa lici
if such films can as well lead to wmngydlc:gpnmg
Even if the Deputy Leader of the House is cent
per cent correct, it should not confuse that this
is representative of our general attitude towards
almost all serlous business. _

The fact that ever{ .Clivilised society keeps at
least some of its systems immune from the gen-
eral rot has sadly missed right from the be-
ginning. The messy medicare system has under-
gone c es over the past decades, so has its
profit-minding business. That exactly explains the
cases of adulterated life saving drugs, forel
substances in distilled and saline water. But lln'g-
less ,pruﬂt'mungerlngl pushes some tb criminal

ractices. No doubt, the use of date-expired X-ray

ms has just given a new twist to our already
deplorable hospital services. But one would sure
like to know what actions are taken for the of-
fence; for the Deputy Leader of the House has
told that punishment would be meted out to the
wrong-doers. '

As for the X-raying, there are other ways of
putting lives to d

angers. Reports published sev-
eral times before in different daflies have re-
vealed that the X-ray machines installed in differ-
ent clinics, have no protective mechanism for the
stmn%lradlaunn signals transmitted during their
operation. Nor are the operators adept in arrest-
ing the radiation within allowable limits. These
are less known but certainly sensitive issues.
When the attitude manifestly smacks of callous-
ness, somewhere some should have a

- commitment to fight the medical mism e-
ment. If the government agency concerned

the leading role, it is better for all.

uestions. Our

y

ENTRY OF GOLAM AZAM INTO POLITICS

against the JI: members ol

h Nationalist Party

process.
Far from Dhaka in Rangpur,
a small event took place on
January 14 which seemed in
perfect harmon
cess, a vital in the chain,
but which was far removed
from what was en

vi to beco b)’itlinil’l:l-
me X
insp oA
Fourteen

student organisa-
tions had drawn up a plan to

in the premises of the
Carmichael College. Entitled
Projonmo and icated to the
memory of the War of
Liberation, the sculpture de-
picts a freedom-fighter carry-
ing a child on his shoulders.
Any objection? Certainly not,

Tent

MID Ormmoc's -
there is onc consola-
tion. In the afltermath
of the flash food which killed
an estimated 7,000 people in
and around this port-city in
the southern

of what one social worker
called the "Aeta syndrome.”

Aclas — people of a hardy

by hunting and gathering —
died in rescttlement camps
alter flecing from the devastat-
ing eruptions of Mt. Pinatubo
in Luzon.

Wellare report that the health
situation is vastly better than
in the Mt. Pinatubo resettle-
ment camps.

"There was initial resis-
tance to coming here because

ing in the Mt. Pinatubo
camps,” said social worker Pet
Balibalos, as she pointed to the
neat rows of just-erected
sturdy white tents.

"But after we explained that
many Aetas had died because
they had been afraid to seek
medical attention untl it was
too late, they understood and
they wanted to come here.”

Based in San Fernando,

transfer to Ormoc. Far from
being reluctant to move in,
1,067 people from 231
families streamed into Ormoc
Tent City when it opened on

are on the waiting list.

Above the din of nters
using hammers to make tables,
one social worker said: "We
lies here who are not regis-
tered but were so worried they
were not going to be allowed
in they helped put the roof on

a tent and moved (n."

The Ormoc disaster was thc
moét lethal of several natural
catastrophes the Philippines

plied by the bus terminal
where her husband works.

"By the grace of God.” says
Mrs Malinao, her family of 11

survived the killer flow by
1

Sir. While replying to a
question from Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim MP. the Minister
of State for Establishment M.
Nurul Huda stated in the
“Jatiya Sangsad” on January 15
that sixty two thousand and
seventy-seven posts are lying
vacant in government offices.
He also said that there is no
government restriction in fill-
ing the vacant posts.

it 1s known to us that a
huge number of educated per-
sons unemployed in the
country. Hence, on the basis of
the above-mentioned fact, we
would sincerely request the

| concerned authority to arrange

parliament. of the ruling

to voice moral indignation.
What the sequence of
events to, and lollow

with the pro-

place a sculpture by Anik Reza

Philippines
island of Leyte last year. its

refugee camps are at least free'

Earlier in 1991 dozens of

mountain tribe who live largely

At newly-opened Ormoc
tent city. red T-shirted women
from the Department of Social

people had heard of Aetas dy-

Pampanga, Balibalos worked in
the Mt. Pinatubo camps before

November 30. As many families

has experienced in 18 months,

public works.

But not Jamaat.
formed a fromt organi
named
Activities
Committee which declared the
sculpture “unlslamic” and
launched a street agitation
against It The threat of vio
lence forced the ur ad-
ministration to ban public

sation,

meetings in the town, and the
issue is still hanging in the bal-

The Ji

it the Un-islamic
Resistance

by Sabir Mustafa

organising the Peace
Committees,. the Razakars, the
Al-Shams and the Al-Badrs.
The ss, set In motion
in the late 1970s under Maj.
Gen. Ziaur Rahman, and given
a tremendous boost during the
‘nine-year, one-man show of Lt

Gen. Hussain Muhammad
Ershad, d along two

allel lines: political reha-
tlitation of those [orces

which actively collaborated
with the Pakistani army of oc-
cupation. and the h of
religious fundamentalism often
patronised by the state itself.

The two evenis in recent

gressive forces find themselves
squdezed

As a result of the |6-year
process, Bangladesh has be-
come a far less wolerant place
than it was 20 years ago. The
rise of [undamentalism has
touched many aspects of soci-
ety. particularly the media and
the education system. Their
assertiveness in the feld of
media reached a high point
under the patronage of Ershad.
but their influence has in-
creased even after the fall of
the dictator.

They have made deep iIn-
roads into the education sector

Is the Stage Set for New Polarisation?

authorittes and
the ministries of education and

showed that the J! had
crossed one crucial threshold

crease.
The country is now set for
new polarisation. The gques

¥

aspect of Bengall culture and
progressive thought in this

country in the 1950s and 60s
If the Ji's objection to
nmo” is based on the
pro-liberation of the
sculpture, then ene cannot but
feel ified by the thought of
how it is even possible for any-
one o anything ded-
fcated to the memory 1971
and the martyrs.

While it may be advisable
not to blow a small incident
out of proportion. it is still un-
deniable the omens borne
by such displays of intolerance
are not at all good.

Il such tactics succeed with
the Rangpur sculpture, what
would the next step?
Attacks on paintings which do
not conform to the fundamen:

talists” i{dea of culture?
Wholesale banning of books
and nes? Banning ol
any work ol art or lMterature

that may be declared un-
Islamic by anyone carrying a
Jamaat certificate?

Back in Dhaka, Golam Azam
once again officially presided
over a Jl meeting. just as
he had done in 1971, while

City Helps

weeks went a long way o show
the extent io which extreme
right-wing. fundamentalist

elements are now able to
asserl thermselves in this coun-

try.
The trend has been unmis.
takable over the past decade

and a hall. As in the past,
islam was onoe used as a
weapon to b intolerance
and sentiments inst pro-

gressive, democratic thoughts.
Ershad, who broke all st
conventions by taking politics
directly into the s, and
Zia both played m card,
thus legitimising the use of re
ligion as a political tool.

Dropping of secularism
from constitution, sup-
pression of the ideology of
Bengall nationalism with its
inherently secular message.
the use of Islamic rhetoric for
political purposes, all formed
part of the process whicl*has
allowed fundamentalism 1o
grow in strength by becoming
respeclable.

The wlerance and harmony
of Bengali soctety withstood 24
years of Pakistani propaganda,
but now the secular and pro-

of the country, as was amply
demonstrated by the one-year
stege of Chittagong University
where extremist teachers lent
valuable backing to the Ji's
student wing. the Islami
Chattra Shibir in its successful
campaign 1o have Ala
Sirajuddin removed from
post of Vice Chancellor.

Even before its victory in
the Battle for Chittagong
University, the JI notched up a
series of significant gains dur-
ing 1991. It captured 12 per
cent of the popular votes and
I8 seats in the Feb. 27 general
clections, lollowed by a deal
with BNP which gave it two
more seals in the House: in
parllament it was able to pro-
ject a perfectly legitimate and
democratic | of itsell as
both the ruling and main op-

E::::un parties curried (ts

But its biggest coup came in
September when both the
candidates in the presidential
clection. Abdur Rahman Biswas
and Badrul Haider Chowdhury,
paid sccret visits to Golam
Azam 10 scck assurances about
the JI's 20 votes

lion exercising everyone's
mind is how deeply the BNP.
as a party, is involved in the
process of bringing Golam
Azam back into the political
fold. and whether the rul
party will identify itselfl wit
the fundamentalist forces in
the new

If it does so, it will be tragic
error, because the BNP stands
to. gain nothing from this
alignment It cannot gain
anything more from playing
the Islam card than it already
has

It may have been under-
standable for the BNP to have a
tacticral understanding with
the J| during the Feb. 27 polls
in order to secure more seats
than the Awami League. Dut a

continuation of that allance

may erode, the BNP's support
base among the youth and the
urban middle-class. and
eventually thwart its efforts o
builld a political character of fts
owWTL

On the other hand, BNFP's
support will enable Jamaat w
rapidly consolidate its position
as a respectable party. In the
long run, it is the JI and not

The Daily Star 4

th.
hhil:ln'-.ll.t_l-'-'lﬂ-:n-
tion® in the street while

lreating it as a partner In
democracy in parlament
it can take an wu

Families Stricken by Flash Flood

Ian Gill writes from Ormoc City, Philippines

The Philippines has suffered several natural disasters in the last 18 months, including
earthquakes in central Luzon and the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo. Late last year a flash flood

killed an estimated 7,000 people in the southern island of Leyte. In newly-opened Ormoc
Tent City people are being given shelter.

climbing 1m top of the con-
crete house next door. She
cradled her six-month-old son
Archibald in her arms while
the rapids roargd around
them. '

"The water rose one meter
every five minutes. We were
terrified. We didn't think we
wotild survive.”

Despite the experience, she
wants to stay on Isla Verde. "I
don't feel it will happen again.
Besides, no place has been as-
signed to us and we don't want
to wait.”

Less fortunate was her
neighbour, 45 -year-old
Eduarda Matugas, dressed in
widow's black. When the river

ORMOC TENT CITY
Long waiting list

came tumbling into her home:
she. her husbund and their
three children scattered in
different directions. Daughter
Grace, 21, was on a neigh:
bour's roof, calling to her fa-
ther to join them.

"One second he was on the
ground, then he disappeared.”
says Grace.

The Matugas family is living
with their father's boss. "We
don't want to leave the neigh-
borhood.” says Eduarda
Matugas. "It's near the schools
and handy when we look for
jobs.” The family plans to build
a new home "when we have
money."

As in many squatter arcas,

to fill-up the vacant posts im-
mediately.

M. Zahidul Haque.

_Assistant ProfessorBangladesh

Agricultural College, Dliuka.

'‘Qawali' and
atmosphere

Sir. A Qawall is a type of vo-
cal recital sung in praise of
Allah, prophets, the saints and
mystiques. This culture has
been. extended to this Sub-
Continent from early days of
Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti Rahmatullah Alaihi. It
is rendered in full throated
voice with pronounced beat

and rhythm. The words are
very meaningful. The more one
understands the words (kalam)
the more one enjoys {t. As this
culture was born in shrines
and durbars of saints, certain
rituals, etiquette (thahzeeb)
and manners (adale) are to be
followed where Qawalil recitals
are taken place. In Ajmer,
Qawalies are rendered at the
Shrine of Khawaja Sahib in
"Bara Darl” where people usu-
ally sit in ton of Tashahud
(with folded knees). There,
even squatting on the floor is

'discouraged, Both singers,

while rendering Qawalies. and
listeners go into ecstasy when
the rhythm touches the inner
cord of the heart - it comes

PET BALIBALOS
'We want more tents'

there are strong community
ties in Isla Verde. However, for
some, the spectre of another
catastrophe 18 more com-
pelling. Sitting together under
a canvas cover, two brothers.
Benedicto and Jaime
Natividad, say they are waiting
to move to Ormoc tent city.
Jaime fears another disaster.

Jaime.sald when the flood
came he was calling for his
mother to follow as he scram-
ble over a footbridge. Seconds
later it collapsed. His mother,
who stayed behind to do some
packing, and Benedicto were

including earthquakes in cen-
tral Luzon and the Mt. Pinatubo

spontancously with kalam,
un and tal.

In the recent past we in
Dhaka. got Sabri Brothers --
the famous “qawals” from
Pakistan who gave quite a few
recitals at private 'gharowas’ in
the city. In most of them the
rendition was excellent,
People not only behaved well
but were wise, and sober lis-
teners. The crowd was disci-
plined. Even the non-Muslims
were tolerant enough not to
display their aversion when
they did not understand. No
one was found smoking or
talking while the rendition was
on. Quite a few of them were
secen stealthily walking out of
the room for cigarettes. They

eruptions. Lessons ffom the
experience could be useful for
other countries prone to natu-
ral calamities.

The authorities learned
from experience and made
sure water and light, medical
and Social Welfare personnel
were all on hand when
refugees arrived at Ormoc.
When [ visited the camp. chil-
dren at the tent city had begun
attending school t{n town -—
travelling by shuttle buses pro-
vided by authorities — and two
day-care nurseries had
opened in the camp.

Social workers were also

ready 1o conduct group ther-
apy sessions to help people
cope with the grief of losing
their loved ones. The
Department of Social Welfare
was starting a programme to
help families begin to earn a

Said Balibalos: "Most fami-
lies here engage in vending.
but they need capital assis-
lance to start up again. The
department has a programme
of self-employment assistance.

Emil Tingson, camp officer-
in-charge from the mayor's of-
fice. said: "Altogether. we are
targeting units for 1,000 fami-
lies. But the problem is that we
urgently need more tents and
materials such as lumber for
the frames.”

In the worst-hit area, Isla
Verde, where 3,000 squatters
beside the Anilad river were
belicved swept to death by 20-
foot-high torrents. makeshift
blue-and-white tents are dot-
ted among the debris of fallen
and uprooted coconuts trees.

Like the grass once more
poking through the mud, new
shanties are going up despite a

rmment ordinance against
in high-risk arcas.

As 38-year-old Paz Malinao
wipes a damp lock of hair from
her face, she watches two

out their cigarettes wit
“couldn't careless” attitude and
light 1t up there. Many of our
listeners are acquainted with
the Qawalis adopted for Hindi
films — where alcohol flows
and the villain and his hench-
men smoke viciously. The
lyrics are in praise of the
hero/heroine in the movie
and likewise.
On one occasion,

on the of 6th January,
the of the maestros
were mostly attended by such
a crowd — where aleohol
flowed., smoke filled the air
and people got drunk and mis-
behaved. At one point the Sabri
brothers were aghast by such

eventually swept ofl a rool by
the water.

"I grabbed my mother, but
then | was knocked out by a
log. | regained consciousness
about 260 meters down the
river.”

The brothers lost their
mother and their sister's fam-
ily of seven.

In this onece-picturesque
town. life is slowly returning to
normal, although signs of the
turbulence remain. The streets
are clear for traffic, but lined
with heaps of mud. The mail-
ings of a churchyard are
twisted like a glant corkscrew.
The brand new pink-and-white
3B8-classroom Ormoc
Elementary School. a cause for
civic pride when it opened in
October, escaped structural
damaged but stands in a sea of
mud

Business is s to re-
cover. A shoe shop on the main
street advertises a “water dam-
age sale.” Ironically for a port
town, fishermen are
from a widespread revulsion

t eating fish. In the wake
of the tragedy, hundreds of
bodies were washed up with
missing limbs.

"People are not eating fish
because they fear the fish
might have cannibalised their
love ones,” says Vic Sano, con-
sultant project manager work-
ing for the De nt of
Public Works and Highway
(DPWH).

As for infras-
tructure in and around Ormoc,
the is preparing a
list of sub- that will in~’
clude roads and bridges, ports
and wharves, erosion and flood
control structures, hospitals
and health centres, schools

and colleges, -ndlm supply

systems.
The Asfan Development
Bank is up to 86 mil-

Hon for use in and around
Ormoc from uncommitted
funds of an earlier restoration

roject for typhoon damage.
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IAN GILL is the I
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atrocious behaviour and looked
askance — perhaps their
mmmitm-nththionhﬂ
them with no choice but to
continue amidst milieu. 1
wouldn't be surprised if they
walked out, instead, the seri-
ous- listeners who could not
e longer in this atmo-
lmu eft in utter disgust
during the interval. Alcohol is
not a stimulant required for
tnnlhm:d'“n.lnh.}
ture "our ts, sponsors

such should re-



