__d#“(IIpefﬂaaﬁlg Star

msm.;m 25, 1992

—— - —— e SR BT

Need for Dialogue

Several ncements made by ﬂllmcced

persons during the past week focused on the im-

plementation of the country's economic policies,

especially in the field of disinvestment, and indi-

rectly touched on the problems encountered by
authorities.

mﬂhﬂe on the stated policies

of the mmﬁ?:uy elected government of

Khaleda Zia, the US Ambassador to -
mwnum B Milam stressed the need for
maintaini a

ng a dialogue between the government

and the business community. He, then, went on to
:,en that the autherities could make "strong
positive” efforts to remove bureaucratic hold-

ups which make it difficult for the te sector
to function effectively. This was perhaps a diplo-
matic way of pointing out that much remains to be
done by the present mment to out these
ns which now form the basis of the

muntrywsjomnumlc policies. Again, Mr Milam

spoke against the continuance of subsidies, unrea-
mhl:‘ w demands and protection of what he
called "deathly sick industries.” These views which
formed Ennnfthc envoy's exch with mem-
bers of the ladesh Chamber of Commerce on
Thursday would raise no controversies. However,
one might still say. as Foreign Minister A S M
Mustafizur Rahman did in an interview to this pa-
per a week ago. that in some areas, such as in pri-
vatisation withdrawal of subsidies. the author-
ities could not be rushed. They needed more time
to create necessary conditions for their implemen-
tation. There is. of course, the danger which
Ambassador Milam probably had in mind that too
much delay. in the name of preparation, would
cause the loss of impetus and increase impatience
among concerned quarters.

The need to act firmly and urgently is nowhere
more important than in bringing discipline to the
financial sector, the subject that was broma
day earlier by Finance Minister Saifur .
This too has been a stated policy of the govern-
ment. Here, again, there is no clear evidence that
the authorities are anywhere near achieving their
objective. If anything, still in a mood of stagnation,
the private sector, and large, Is taking a cau-
tious view of new lnc%nti_iv?s anncﬁ:ncem th:l_
banking sector in such lields as the 0 ng
Letters of Credit and securing new credit. True, a
new government does not immediately earn the
cnnﬁgencc from a cautious privale sector, espe-
clially where chanﬁ::r;f policies are concerned. But,
in our view, the c te ought to start changing for
the better — now.

Indeed. in some areas, the situation may well be
etting worse. A body set up by workers of three
arge public corporations has expressed its serious
reservations about some aspects of the govern-

ment's disinvestment policy. The body's concern
over possible retrenchment of blue collar work-
ers, rather than of mid-level white collar employ-
ees, may well be valid. Fortunately, the body has
not spoken up against the policy of disinvestment
as such. What it is worried about is the lack of
clear policy statements, the threat of losing jobs
and some uncertainties about the management ap-
proach by the private sector.

Somewhere along the lines, the policies of the
government suffer irom both lack of clarification,
even where officials themselves are concerned,
and inadequate communication. Rhetorical pro-
nouncements are poor substitutes for intensive
face-to-face dialogue with interested quarters,
whether they represent well-placed business ex-
ecutives or low-paid workers Irom public corpora-
tions. Unless senior officials — indeed ministers
themselves — appreciate the need for such a dia-
logue, they must accept advice — solicited or unso-
licited — irom foreign envoys. ‘

Tapping the CIS Market

According to an agency story published in this
and other papers last Wednesday, Bangladesh will
soon enter into an agreement with Russia to revive
trade links that existed previously with the re-
cently-dismantled Soviet Union, followed by simi-
lar agreements with 10 other member-states of
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).
Late though the move is. in comparison to other
countries such as India and Pakistan, the decision
to plug into the potentially lucrative.CIS market is
a commendable one. Re that a high-level gov-
ernment delegation led by a senior cabinet rginis-
ter and including representatives from the private
sector will leave for Moscow next month, is also a
welcome one, since an early and direct approach
is essential if we are to gain a foothold in the
newly-emerging markets stretching from the cen-
tre of Europe to the Pacific Ocean.

The socio-political situation of most of the CIS
states is still quite volatile, but that should not

a serious threat to the prospects of bilateral
trade. On the contrary, the prevailing sho es of
consumer items, including foodstufls, in CIS cities
and towns make imports an absolute necessity in
the short-run. The poor health of the Russian and
other CIS economies, weakness of the rouble and
the low purchasing capacity of the former Soviet
people may well make highly-priced Western con-
sumer products unattractive to CIS importers.
Bangladesh, like other developing and newly-de-
veloped countries, can offer relatively cheap prod-
ucts of reasonable quality that would be more ap-
propriate for a major portion of the CIS market
under present circumstances.

In order to do our bit of marketing efficiently
and comprehensively, the planned delegation
needs to be staffed with as many professionals and
as few bureaucrats as possible. The visit ought. to
be conducted in a strictly business-like manner,
with selling of Bangladeshi products as its princi-

al aim. Other, more cumbersome issues such as

oscow-aided projects, student scholarships etc.
can be dealt with separately.

The problems with trade, however, are not few.
Russia and other CIS states are suffering from an
acute shortage of hard currency, and therefore
may only wish to conduct business on a barter ba-
sis, as was the case with the USSR previously. For
Bangladesh though. the question of payment ought
not to become an obstacle to establishment of
trade links. The priority must be to get into the
new markets and stay there. The government
should do as much as possible to help the private
sector take initiatives, including oftert credit
facilities for CIS purchases. The last thing we
should do is nitpick over prices and mechanisms.
~ The Soviet people stood by us in our darkest hour
of need, and now we must show that we are pre-

pared to help, within our limited capacity, as well

as do business as reliable partners. -
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IMPROVING CYCLONE WARNING RESPONSE AND MITIGATION

MPROVING cyclone war-

of lati-

to the tructive winds of a
cyclone making landfall may
total only about 200 km, that is
about 100 km on either side of
its centre. So that the Bay of
Bengal may be said to com-
prise a total of about 50 differ-
ent potential "target” coastal
sectors for the cyclone. Each
of these overlapping Ttarget”
zones may comprise: tens or
hundreds of separate human
settlements each p-um-:::f
their distinctive physical
socie-economic hazard vulner-
abilities and thus require indi-
vidual warming and prepared-
NEss measures.

How it occurs ?

Cyclones are generally
“steered” by upper-level air
currents in which they are
embedded. In low latitudes the
casterly steering winds are

generally twhich o Southern
ununu:l.hl at ric byRL
energy needed for the cy tional procedures which apply. Lanka or southeast India
clone's development). No doubt the organizational Others will progressively curve
It may be several days be-  objectives and stages of thetr  more 1o the north under the
fore the storm develops its  pational systems will influence of more southerly
own counterclockwise strong be explained representa-  and stronger upper air steer-
wind circulation around a dis tives at our W . In gen-  ing currents as they do so
cernible centre of rotation.  eral several » or phases will generally increase in
Meteorologists at each cyclone  are utilised arc aimed at  speed. So it is common for a
waming centre around the Bay Lrndﬂdln; sclected warning cyclone to move initially to-
of Bengal. as well as at various times for the community wards the west and nort
global weather centres, closely and users. For examples the and then to the north and
monitor the storm's formation  criteria for issue of an Alert is  northeast and occasionally 1o
by a system of orbiting and the east to strike the coast of

Department's Regional
Specialized Meteorological
Centre at New Delht ).
with the benefit of im
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country or region. Waming sys-
., warning terminology.
and warning procedures, es-
peclally for warning the gen-
eral public, are similar but not
identical for the countries
around the Bay of Dengal
Warnings for special purposes.
such as for aircraft and ships,
are closely standardised in
conformity with international
and regional agreements. For
example the countries around
the Bay of Bengal and Arabtan
Sca are members of the WMO
Panel of Tropical Cyclones and
have adopted an agreed re-
gienal Cyclone Operational
Plan which lists operational

cedures between the mem-

s, as well as particular na-

to indication of possible
landfal

[or commencement of
-force winds) within 24 to

hours. A full Warning
be issued when landfall
gales) are within 18
or 24 hours. Warn signal
systems are also used by some
countries. In theory, at least.
the are intended to
provide su t time for the

g8

.i'

Myanmar.

The map shows selected
typical l.ru:E- of cyclone which
vary between the pre-monsoon
post-monsoon cyclone
scasons. Many tracks show that
the average time occupied by a
cyclone from its initial forma-

tion into a depression or cy-
clonie storm until it crosses
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community to undertakc pre
paredncss measures to guaran
tee safety and protection of
property to the extent feasible.

Response to Warnings

The means of improving re
sponse, is: firstly to improve
the effectiveness of warnings
by providing more useful.
uml:g and 1 infor
mation as the motivation for
respunse activities, and sec-
ondly to improve the implc
mentation of DPP contingency
plans of action drawn up pre-
cisely for the purpose of pro-
tecting the community.

Consideration ol the tracks
of cyclone over the last 100
years shows that these follow a
generally westward track in
the low latitudes where some
will cross the coast of Sri
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the coast ol u Bay of Bengal
eonntry varies from about 3 1w
5 days For convenience Lhe
map shows rf of the dis-
tunce travelled by cyclone
firming at 10 deg N, 90 deg E
irr 24 hours. 48 hours, 72
hours and 96 hours. based on
speeds of 10 kph Jor the first
24 hours; then speeding up to
15 kph lor the second 24
hours. then 1o 20 kph for the
third 24 hours. and then to 28
kph for the fourth 24 hours. Of
course; most cyclones will take
more than 24 hours to travel at
the stated speeds between
cach ring as t will be trav:
elling at an and not di-
rectly between each ring. but
the rings will indicate the
minimum amount of time
which exists in order for the
meicorologists te provide

| How to Make Bay of Bengal Safer for Citizens?

time

proach to of many cy
clones. such as the last one In
h’t*Hl

t is
— that Al

to be instituted by national
weather warning services in
collaboration with DPP and
other technical support ser-
vices in order to maximise the
usefulness of the available me-

wumhmlhl “intelligence” in
serving | commun and
umﬂﬂm&r—.—
tion Clearly some users with
very important
to perform. such as

require evacuation from ofl-
shore ofl rigs, or who need to
plan for the possibility of mass
evacuation of people from ex-
posed locations. need to be
warning services
other provided in gener-
alized warning statements, in
order to have time to martial
the required resources.
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thority should recommenda-
tions or instructions for

as evacuation. be made. The
higher the level, the greater
the warning lcad time that
needs to be given o convene
high level commitieeas and

rapid rise of rivers, especially
in Mlash floods makes It imper-
ative that major pre

paredness
decistons be made locally. A
densely populated highly vul-
nerable area, such as an island
group, needs to recefve warn-
ings with highest priority in
r::ir to evacuate to the main-
kand.
Check on Casualities
Just to keep a check on
growth in casualties and dam-
age we need w0 institute better
ways of coping with cyclones.
Are there well proven proce-
dures which have been used
elsewhere and which could be
adapted for the 7 For ex-
ample in several cyclone bastns
the intensity or strength of
cyclones is graded into a scale
| to 5, each number being
equivalent to a stated increas-
ing range of high winds or
storm surge. which In turn
may be expecled 0 cause a
stated of destruction in
respect of local housing and

vegetation. The Bay of Bengal is
one of the few cyclone basins

res?
At the recent ICWRMA4
the ADPC

disasters is

eme This to be

in the of the
experiences . feared
towards level self-
rellance in and
adequately ... the disas-
ter managers can hardly rest
until the people at risk be-
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Rebellious Georgia 1s Setting a Poor Example

by Daya Kishan Thussu

HE overthrow of Pres-

ident Zviad Gamsakhur-

dia of Georgia shows
the vulnerability of democracy
and does not bode well for its
future in the states formed
after the break-up of the Soviet
Union.

Just last year Gamsakhurdia
was the hope of the democrats
across the Soviet Union when
be became the first popularly
elected republican president.
with an 87 per cent vote.

After a two-week siege,
Gamsakhurdia fled to neigh-
bouring Armenia, leaving be-
hind 200 dead. several hun-
dred injured and a blazing

nt and destrmiction in
the centre of the capital.
Thilisi.

The opposition spurned
Gamsakhurdia's last-minute
call for a referendum on
whether he should continue in
office and took the parliament
by military force.

Gamsakhurdia. 52, a poet
and former English lterature
professor, is the son of
Georgia's most famous 20th
Century writer, Konstantin
Gamsakhurdia.

A former human rights ac-
tivist, Gamsakhurdia was
elected chatirman of the
Supreme Soviet in October
1990. Soon after he formed a
non-communist mment in
Georgia, heading the Round
Table Free Georgla coalition.

As éxecutive president
Gamsakhurdia decreed in April
1991 that Georgian bureau-
crats should organise a cam-
paign of civil disobedience
against Moscow to restore
"Georgia's complete defacto
independence and its libera-
tion from subordination to im-
perial structures.”

The violent overthrow of president Zviad Gamsakhurdia of Georgia does not augur well for
the fledgling democracies of the former Soviet Union. Gamsakhurdia was democratically
elected last year with an 87 per cent vote and refused to join the Commonwealth of
Independent States. Events in Tbilisi show that democracy may be the first casualty of the
transition from communist rule.

Last May, Gamsakhurdia
won 87 per cent of the vote to
defeat five other candidates in
the country's first-ever presi-
dential election.

Gamsakhurdia is a fierce na-
tionalist, intensely proud of

Georgia's cultural heritage.
Sometimes his atutude baor

- dercd on cultural chauvinism:

He represented that section ol
Georgian intelligentsia which
locked down on Moscow
communists as crude and
without much culture.

Georgia, an independent
democratic state between
1918 and 1921, was one of the
last republics to be forcibly in-
corporated in the USSR by the

Army.

Kremlin rule over Georgia. a
small nation of 5.5 million, was
never casy. Its leaders were
too proud and independent (o
be governed from faraway
Moscow.

Gamsakhurdia’'s critics

charge that the president ex-

ploited his popular mandate
and took personal control of
courts, fo ministry, police
and the National G . He
was accused of suppressing the
press and his political opposi-
ton. They also alleged that the
president showed intolerance
towards minorities, such as
the South Ossetians and
Abkhazians. ‘
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Many believe
Gamsakhurdia’s biggest mis-
take was his inability to judge
the August botched coup in
Moscow, During it. the presi-
dent seemed to play for time
and was cautious in criticising
the plotters.

is attitude dismayed
! many supporters and precipi-
tated divisions in his govern-
ment. Crucially, it led to the
defection of a section of the
National Guard under Tengiz
Kitovani. The lawlessness of
some Kitovani's rebel guards
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ledd to martial law and more
acls ol repression,

As nationalism increased
many enterprising Georglans
staried o bypass the cen-
iralised economy and set up
their own private businesses.
The so-called Geor Malfia
grew as a powerful under-

During his seven-month

rule Gamsakhurdia tried to
streng@then rather than weakon

stale control over Geurgia s
economy. a move that angered
the champions of the free
market. Furthermore. his re-
fusal to join 11 former Soviet
rcpublics in the
Commonwealth of
Independent States was re-
sented by Moscow.

For his t, the president
called his opponents agents of
Moscow. criminals and bandits
who had no regard for democ-
racy. He also alleged that the
Soviet army and the malia
were helping his opponents.

When asked if the presi-
dent's opponents were being
armed by the mafia, Dzhaba
loseliani, a member of the
Georgian provisional govern-
ment and leader of the
"Kinghts of Georgla" para-mili-
tary force, was reported to
have said: "Where do you think
we are going to get them
from? The Georgian
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Conservatory of Music?”

A defiant Gamsakhurdia has
refused to resign and his
charismatic appeal could yet
mobiltse the masses, especially
in rural Georgia.

That the president had
popular support even after he
fled was evident when thou-
sands of supporters came out
in his favour on the streets of
Thoilisi, defying a military ban
on demonstrations. That they
were fired on was indication of
the dangerous intentions of
the new Georglan leadership.

What are the prospects
now? Tenzig a. the former
and now provisional prime
minister who resigned last
August in protest against
Gamsakhurdia's rule. has
called for national "repentance
and reconciliation.”

The successors ‘of
Gamsakhurdia reflect many
different hues in the political
spectrum. The opposition
grouping contains 30 parties,
runging from liberals. monar-
chists, and what is most

WO . admirers of the
spm:ﬁ dictator Gcnm
F ranco.

Monarchists are calling for
a constitutional monarchy to
solve the problems of a mult-
ethnic country. The heir to the
Georgian throne is a Spanish
citizen, Prince Jorge

Bagration.

One f{action wants former
sovict fo minister Eduard
Shevardnadze, the most fa-

erning council was wrong in
using force to oust a democrat-
ically elected president.

He is reported to have told
his critics: "It was not so much
a violent takeover as a conflict
between an authoritarian

It is, however, doubtful that
many Georgians will accept
someone so closely identified
with Moscow. As chiefl of the
Georgian communist party
from 1972 to 1985,
Shevardnadze arrested the na-
tionalist and human ac-
tivist Gamsakhurdia for dis-
senl.

The power struggle in
Tbilisi could have disturbing
resonances eclsewhere in the
former Sovict Union. In the
transition from communist
rule to political pluralism,
democracy may be the first ca-
sualty. especially when arms
are so freely avajlable becausg
of the collapse of central au-
thority.

For ordimary Georgians,
reeling under a financial
catastrophe. the spectacle of
various nationalist factions
clamouring for power th
crude military force is unlikely
to strengthen their faith in the,
democratic process.

— GEMINI NEWS

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU, an
Incdian researcher and journal-
ist, is Associate Editor of
Geminl News Service.

Sir, Sometimes ago | bought
one locally manufactured water
heater. But only after about
three months nfy use the bot-
tom of the water heater
started leaking. 1 contacted
the supplier who told me that
some modification will be nec-
essary and | have to pay the
cost. As winter season is on
and | needed warm water |
had no other alternative but to
agree to suppliers’ terms. The
job was done in two weeks and
on payment of total cost of
about Tk 1000,

We do not mind using local
products but they must give us
reasonably good service. It ap-
pears there is no control on
'quality’ of products manufac-

tured in our country and on
the price. Consumers are often
compelled to pay high price
for poor quality products. No
effort is made by manufactur-
ers to give 'after sales service’
td consumers. Complaints are
often ignored.

There is one institution
called Bangladesh Standard
Testing Institution (BSTI)
which s lurpu-ed to check
the quality of products manu-
factured locally. It appears
manufacturers just ignore this
organisation as generally no
seal of BSTI is seen on prod-
ucts being sold in the market.

Will the Ministry of
Industries, BSTI. Chamber of
Commerce and Consumers’
Association Bangladesh look

into this matter and see that

the poor consumers of local

products get proper value for

the money spent by them?
This is vital to Increase confi-
dence of people for local prod:
Lcts,

Mrs S Haq

Eskaton, Dhaka.

New Market mosque

Sir, One of my teachers.
Prol Dalilur Rahman was re-
cently telling me about a prob-
lem with the mosque inside
Dhaka New Market. As the
staircase has no roof, the
musallis face problem on the

rainy days. The musallis are to

put off their shocs on the
basement.
Would the relevant authority

please arrange to construct a’

roof of the staircase compati-
ble with the architectural de-

sign of the mosque,

M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural Insti-
tute, Dhaka.

'Change and
'
expense
Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the letter written by
Mr M Zahidul Haque published

under this column of your es-
teemed daily of the 19th

caption. In his letter Mr lHaque
has expressed his opinion
about changing the name of
Biman's business class — the
Rajonigandha class. He said
that it was not necessary to

change the name. But does he

really know *}:_L it was
changed 7 Here is reason.

The flower Rajonigandha
(tuberose), is u-ndl !'nl;nuth*
East Asia in a s oc casion
as funerals. It is an emblem of

el in Japan and in neigh-

uring countries. So, when
the smiling air hostesses used
to greet the passenger wel-
coming them in side the air-
craft in Rajon ha class
with a bunch of this flower the

passengers quite naturally be-

came surprised and [right-
ened.

In fact, it was absolutely
Biman's fatlure to find out well
in advance what effect this
flower would have on the pas-
sengers. First of all, they did

not bother to make a
before implementing t
name, However, it Is a

of prestige that finally the con-
cerned authority has seen into
the matter and changed the

name accordingly

Delwar Hos sain




