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—— Dhaka Day by Day =

My friend in Kathalbagan is constantly com-
plaining about :ﬁ who an‘;:;._m she is
in the midst of - With a de-
-ﬁ husband pampered children to ca-
ter to, i= not amused with friends and rela- the
tives in, and not leaving for It in Neelkhet, who are political suspects — as they
hours. matrimontal matters are constantly involved in student politics. They
see¥ for for prospective brides or hus- often drop in, the gate at midnight and
bands for their grown-up children. expect to be fed and . until the danger is
This friend of mine cares little for over. As the home is already a joint-family one,
gossip or tattle. and has little interest in match- there is little room for midnight callers who
making Yet this is thrust upon her when visitors must be tented to for days later.
come in droves, eat up her home made At Ispahany Colony is a dear friend of mine,
“singharas”™ and “pithas" chat ad lib. Nasreen. She gets friends and acquaintances
A relative of mine . who lives in "Hug Man- in for advice about matters like divorc-
sion”, is constantly about es. She had instances when her women
relatives on your toes becasue of es- ([riends have called her up and asked her for a
tranged with discussions of ances- place where they could court their respective
tral preperty. male admir-
It just so hap- ers, out of
pens that my sight of the
uncle died be- eeping -
fore dividing oms or gos-
the ancestra relatives.
lands in Raj- This be-
shahi, My comes a total
cousin's un- embarrassmen
cles are con- t. when Nas
stantly selling reen hersell is
off the best iving with her
partions of own relatives,
the land, and who disap-
now there is a prove of any
threat of Mti- male callers of
gation. My any kind. Her
cousin has not parents are
the money for strict and or-
an expensive thodox to the
lawyer. You last chore.
can well en- Nasreen finds
visage how herself be-
she feels tween the
when relatives devil and the
drop in, with- deep blue sea
out prior when she has
warning. to . to tackle
discuss prop- friends who
erty matters. must be ac-
At Tikatul- | commodated.
P. I have a 1 personally
I"ltnd, who know of call-
incidentally ' ers of a friend
works in Ko- ] called Smita.
labagan. She is - who gets tele-
tired and “fagged out” when friends and relatives Phone messages when she has never been re-

decide to visit her after eight pm, and she has to
sit on a stool. while the guests of honour enjoy
the treasured sofa in her room and pour out
their problems . She has heard the emotional,
social. and financial problems many times be-
fore, and has no remedy for it. She knows she
can never solve them; yet she realises that it
produces catharsis simply to lend a patient
hearing. She listens on without interruptions,
and pours out cups of coffee. and brings out
whatever there is in the refrigerator that s pre-
sentable for selected friends.

There are then the old family servants with
§ theft endless tales of woe of unemployment. in-
adequate pensions — wanting food, money and a
job in your house or that of your friends relatives
. if that is possible. | have witnessed this in the
house of my aunt in Badamtolly, and I know that
it surely plagues her piece of mind. She not only
teaches at school but tutors all evening . Her
husband is far from well. Her house is bursting
with in-laws . whom she has taken under her

membered for about a year, by these callers. She
is then simply telephoned just because Smita's
friends are of the know that her aunt is a vice -
principal of a school in Dhanmondi, and they
need their children to be put in good education-
al institutions. They threaten to drop in and
Smita has difficulty in being cordial and amica-
ble. although she remains "a friend in need.” to
the last point and : ;

As for friends acquaintances who drop in
to borrow my treasured books on one pretext or
another, at my home at Satmasjid Road, | have
no comments.

There are then the inevitable relatives who
come by in to distribute wedding cards and
chew your ears for hours. Many people in Dhaka
would dearly prefer to recetve wedding invita-
tions by post In our cosmopolitan city, where
the women have taken to scheduled work in
schools, offices, hospitals, and factories, no has
the penchant for conversation that goes beyond

wings. She has neither the mood nor time to

The construction of Taka
140 crore 230 KV Ashuganj-
Comilla power transmission
line and sub-station project is
expected to be completed by
next October, Power
Development Board (PDB)
sources said, reports BSS.

The project, taken up in
February, 1991, involves a for-
eign exchange component of
Taka 118 crore which is being
provided by KFW of Germany
as grant.

The project includes con-
struction of 79 km long 230
KV double circuit transmission
line having 232 towers. The
construction of 16 km long
132 KV double circuit

Local govt bodies
to be strengthened
thru' election

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Golam Haflz yesterday
said local government bodies
‘wofild be strengthened
through election to build lead-

;’:ﬂp at village level, reports
He was addressing as chiel

Eaut-tl-mﬁnlrnn "Zia's po-
tical thinking and social jus-
tice” by Zia Parishad
of J University in

connection with 56th birth
anniversary of late President
Ziaur Rahman.

The Law Minister said late
Zia introduced politics of pro-
duction to ameliorate the so-
cio-economic condition of the
masscs. A self-reHant economy
would be built imple-
mentation of canal digging.
.mass lteracy and cooperative
f'programmes initiated in the
‘ country, he added,

The minister said the inspi-
ration and guidance of
President Zia s be sus-
tained for economic emanci-
pation of the people. He called
umn the people to lend their
whole-hearted support to
establish social justice.

Presided over Professor

fizuddin , the main

Mo
mm read out by DR
. Hossain.

Maynamati-Jangalia transmis-
sion line with 54 towers are

included in the project. The
project also includes construc-
tion of a sub-station at
Maynamati, extension of exist-
230 KV grid line at
uganj and extension of 132

KV line at Jangalia, source
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7 thatched houses
gutted at Demra

By Staff Correspondent
Seven thatched houses

‘were gutted as fire break out

from a oven at a house at the
village Tengra, Demra, in the

- eity Friday afternoon.

. Goods worth about Taka
70,000 were burnt but no one
was hurt d the incident,
Fire office said.

Two units of Fire Brigade

and brought the fire under
control after a one hour strug-
gle at about 4.30 pm.

% Weather

Ashuganj-Comilla power
project to be ready by Oct

grid sub-station of the
project is located at May
over an area of 15 acres of land
having provision of instaling a
225 MVA transformer
and a big sophisticated control
room.
The sources said on com-
pletion of the project, the
transmission line would be

connected with the national

grid for transferring bulk of
the power from Ashuganj
Power Station to greater
Comilla ‘Jllnd adjoining areas.
This Id help ensure power
connections to the new indus-
tries, commercial units and
agricultural sector.

The project has been taken
up on basis and M/S
Fichtner of Germany has been

consultancy service.
The on the transmission
line is being done by M/S ADB
of Germany, while the work on
the sub-station is jointly done
by M/S ADB and M/S Siemens,

both from Germany.

Dry weather likely

By Staff Correspondent
The Met office Friday forecast the country is likely to ex-
. perience dry weather till 6 pm today (Sa ).

Night temperature will remain nearly unc

all over

the country during the period. Met office also forecast.

Country’s lowest temperature 10.5
recorded at Khulna while the highest 26.3

recorded at Teknaf Friday.

Maximum temperature in Dhaka was 24
degree Celsius. The percentage

and the minimum was 15.4

Celsius was
gree Celsius was
i Celsius
of

humidity was 97 in the morning and 67 in the evening in

Sun sets .Inda]r (Saturday) at 5:39 pm and ri.ultnmunw

Dhaka Friday
(Sunday) at 6:42 am.
lows:
City Temperature in degree
Max
Dhaka 24
aq-h.m! ; o
: 22.2
Khulna 24.9
Cox's Bazar 26.2
Sylhet 21.6
Barishal 26.4
Jessore 25.2

Temperature in some major cities on Wadm;duy are as fol-
Celsius Humidity in percentage

Min 9am 6pm
15.4 97 87

14 87 77
12.4 .93 91
10.5 88 70
14.8 75 73
14.3 86 856
13.4 93 78
12.2 90 -

" their role in ameliorating

Directive to form

Pratirodh Mancha
By Staff Correspondent

The Chatrman of Central
Command Counetl of
Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad. Prof Ahad Chowdhury
in a statement on Friday said
directives have been n to
form “Pratiredh ancha”
(resistance forum) in each
district, and union to
resist the antt-liberation forces
and to all ant-liberation
people uding Gelam Azam

The forum will be formed
with the participation ol all
pro-liberation political parties.
student workers, women and
professionial :
. a.central commit
tee of “Pratirodh Mancha" has
been formed with intellectuals.
sector commanders. and
members of Awam! Leaguc,
NAP, CPB. BSD. Ganotantrik
Supreme Court Bar
Assoclatien. Dhaka Bar
Association, Nari Andolon.
Mahila Parishad, Chhatra
League (A—A], Chhatra League
(N—S). Chhatra Unton, Chhatra
Moitree, Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front. Chhatra Otkyo Forum
Chhatra Samity, and Chhatra
Federation.

Projanma '71

SUpports
people's court

By Staff Correspondent

Projanma 71, an association
of the children of 1971 mar-
tyrs. has supported the initia
tive by the committee for up-
rooting the killers and collabo
rators of 1971 to try Golam
Azam and other war criminals
in a people’s court,
~In a statement fssued
Friday, the association also ex
pressed solidarity with all the
moves by the pro-liberauon

forces to resist encmies of
the liberation. '
The statement observed

that the defeated forces of the
liberation war captured differ-
ent important positions in the
society due to weakness in the
national politics.

It also termed Profl Golam
Azam's becoming the Ameer of
Jamaat-e-Islami as a direct hit
to the country's independence
and sovereignty.

Minister praises
activities of
lionéss

Commerce Minister M K
Anwar Friday called upon the
aflluent people of the soctety
to come forward to serve the
distressed and helpless hu-"
manity, reports BSS.

He said voluntary organi-
sations could play a vital role
in involving every citizen of the
country in developmental ac-
tvites.

Anwar was addressing the
regional conference of Lioness
District -315 Bangladesh here.

The Commerce Minister
said present nt was
determined to uphold the
democratic spirit . to involve
every citizen in nation building
activities. the activi-
ties of the Lioness in serving
the people. the minister
urged em to strengthen
the
sufferings of the distressed
people.

Referring to the various

steps taken by government of
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia for improving the

lot of the women, Anwar ex-
pressed the hope that they
would play a positive role in
resisting destructive activities
for creating congenial atmo-
sphere for ing a prosper-
ous nation. He said the gov-
ernment would help them in
their efforts in this regard.
The conference was also
addressed by Director of
Lioness No One Region
Kamrunnahar Zahir and Lion
District Governor Humayun
Zahir

“City BNP
meet today

An emergency meeting of
Dhaka City BNP will be held
today (Saturday) at the office of
Demra Thana Unit BNP at 7

pm. reports BSS,
Dhaka City BNP President
Lt General (Retd) Meer

Shawkat Ali MP will preside
over the mee

All thana unit Presidents
and General Secretaries are
requested to attend the meet-

ing.

(D) saturiy

5.00 Opening announcement,
Al-Quran,
Programme Summary

5.10 News in Bangla

5.20 Recitation from the
Geeta

5.30 Khelar Jagat : Sports
programme

6.00 Drama Series : Alice in
Wonder Land

6.30 Mati O Manush

7.06 Banshari ; Folk song's

8.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Special programme in
memory of Michael

Modhusudan Dutt

9.00 Bishwa Natak

10.00 News in English

10.30 Drama series : Dallas

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Sunday’'s programme
sumumary

11.45 Closing

-

o
[
b s
f‘ e

f‘b. et

Namaj-e-janaza of Murad, a leader of JSD (Inu) backed Chhatra

League, was held at the

- Dheka University Mosque yesterday. Murad was shot dead on Thursday night at Gulshan in’

the city.

—Star photo

ﬂ Sale ;)f Raja c:mdoms crosses

By Staff Correspondent

marketing nisation in the
world, having distributed over
one billon condoms and 43
million pills since 1975
Mahbubuzzaman said con-
which used to be a
taboo only a few years
ago, was no longer so.
Increasing sales and public
partictpation in family plan-
ning EM that contracep-
thves gnined soctal accept-
ability
" When our mobile promo-
tional teams go to wvillages,
large number of people tnclud-
ing women come out to hear

A new landmark was
reached in the country's family
lanning drive at the end of
st year when sales of one
brand of condom crossed the
magical one billion mark
Announcing the success of
Raja condom, manufactured by
Ansell of USA and distributed

in Bangladesh by the Social

Marketing Cnrrp;;{ (SMC]) . a
Health Ministry cial told a

press conference on Friday
that contraceptives were
martly responsible for
the country's rate of
birth dewn from 3.4 per cent

a billion mark

|

{

in 1974 to under 2.2 per cent
last year,

" In 1975, only seven per
cent of married couples prac-
tised family planning, but today
over 40 per cent of couples
use one method or other of
contraception,” Fazlur
Rahman, a joint secretary at
the Ministry of Health and
Soctal Welfare said.

Addressing the press con-
ference, M Mahbubuzzaman,
Chairman of SMC, 1.2
are cu using contracep-
tives marketed by his com-
pany, such as and Panther
condoms, and birth control
pills such as Maya. Ovacon and
Norquest, all of which are
manufactured in the United
States.

them and watch the video and
slide shows they put on
motivate them o use contra-
ceptives”, Mahbubuzzaman
said.

However, despite accept-
ability at the grassroot level
resistance to contraception
has not disappeared com-
pietely. SMC officials admpitted.
The SMC cannot. for instance.
advertise f{its condoms on
Bangladesh Television ( BTV) ,
despite the fact that oral con:
traceptives such as Qvacon or
Norquest pills are adveriised
regularly at peak viewing

" We still recetve many let-
ters from people, some of
them well-educated and quite
urbane, telling us not to adver-
tisc condoms.

Set u

p by the nt
1974 as a family planning

project with the task of moti-
vating people to adopt family

According to those letters.
condoms on BTV might ruin
the youth of the nation”. an
SMC official said.

planning and use contracep- During 1991, SMC dis-
tives sold at subsidised prices tributed around 85 million
through commercial retail condoms, vast majority of

outlets, the SMC went private
in 1990 . Today, the company
claims to be the largest social

them being Rajas, and eight
million pills ., most of them
Ovacons. The company claims
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SCEMRB

The ninth national conference of the Society for the Care
and Education of the Mentally Retarded, Bangladesh
(SCEMRB) will be held today (Saturday) at 5:45 pm at the
NIMR (National Institute for Mentally Retarde#l) Bhaban at
Eskaton Garden. ; .

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia will attend the confer-
ence as chiel guest and inaugurate the NIMR Bhaban and the
national conference on mental retardation.

Lions Club of Dhaka Progoti

The regular meeting of the Lions Club of.-Dhaka Progoti will
be held today (Saturday) at 6 pm at its office at Elephant

Club President Gautam Saha will preside over the meeting.

National Drama Festival '91

Today's drama of the month-long National Drama Festival
'91 will be staged by Janantik Natya Sampradaf’ of Comilla at
the auditorium of the Shil Academy, at 6:30 pm.

Janantik will stage Ra ranath Tagore's 'Bisarjan’. Prof.
Maksud Ali directed the drama.

Founding Anniversary of Chalachitram

The inaugural function of the year-long programmes of
Chalachitram Film Society on the occasion of {ts tenth found-
ing anniversary will be held today (Saturday) at 5 pm at the
Russian Cultural Centre at Dhanmondi.

Art Exhibition at JU

A five-day art exhibition by four young artists will begin to-
day (Saturday) at 10 am at the Jahangirnagar University
Lib

rary.

The exhibition organised by ‘Obsession’, a group of young
artists, will be inaugurated by Prof. Quazi Saleh Ahmed. Vice-
Chancellor of the University. The exhibition will remain open
from 10 am to 4pm till January 30. ’

Death Anniversary of Khan A Sabur -

+ Dhaka City Muslim League has organised a discussion
meeting today (Saturday) at 4 pm at the auditortum of the
National Book Centre in observance of the tenth death an-
ni of Khan A. Sabur, former leader of Muslim League
and a veteran parliamentarian.

Convenor of Muslim League MA Hannan will attend the
mee as chief guest while Chowdhury Mohammad Faruq,
Editor of the daily Millat, Alhaj GA Khan and Maolana Ruhul
Amin Khan, Executive Editor of the Datly Ingtlab will be pre-
scnt as the special guests.

Voluntary Assistance for the Needy

Voluntary Assistance for the Needy has organised- a tooth
and cye examination programme for the children today
(Saturday) from 10 am at the-Dagu Khan Government Primary
School compound and Kutubkhali slhum area in the city.

Press Conference on Computer

Masik Computer ﬂ-u a com r magazine has convened
a press conference today (Saturday) at 4 pm at the National
Press Club to tell about the prospect of exporting data entry
and software from Bangladesh.

that it has prevented 3.5 mil-
on unwanted pregnancies in
Bangladesh in the past 185
years by providing ‘protection
to 15 millon couples.

Company also clatms to have
accounted for over 80 per
cent of condoms and 20 per
cent of pills distributed na-
tonwide during the same pe-
riod.

The SMC. which receives
technical assistance from the
Washington based Population
Services Intematio { PSI).
is funded entirely by the
United Siates Agency for
International Development
(USAID).

The American aid agency
provides 300 million Takas
worth of pills and condoms ev-
ery year for distribution at
nominal price. In addition,
USAID also accounts for over
50 per cent ol the extra 200
milion Takas SMC spends in
annually in packaging promo-
tion , distribution etc.

Replying to questions,
Mahbubuzzaman denjed that
there was any read mis-
use or smuggling of these
high-quality imported prod-
ucts

" We do not have access 1o
people’'s bedrooms. So it s dif-
ficult to say how these prod-
ucts are actually being used,
but we are certain that misuse
is quite negligible” he said.

| show and reunion.
|

JSD leaders. incl

Ima, DUCSLU leaders. teachers
and students of Dhaka
U attended the janaza

body of Murad was sent

to his village home at
jor burial

He left behind his father,

one brother and three sisters.

‘Dubai keen to recruit

Bangladeshi

to evacuate Kuwait during the
Oull war,

Silver Jubilee of
Mohammadpur
School Jan 28

The Mohammadpur
Government High School has
chalked out a four-day pro-
gramme to celebrate its “Silver
Jubtiee” beginning on January
28, reports BSS.

Education Minister
Basrister Jamiruddin Sircar
will be the chief guest at the

function to be held at
the school premises on
January 28 at 9 am.

The programme includes

annyal sports meet *cultural
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Its new
just for you

The Baily Star is

atulatory
-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and '
publish Birthday and Anniversary Ings,
and Condolence Messages, Get-Well/

can
Con-

For booking details,
Mvermemen
Phone : 245063
b1-2 & 2460234. Ext: 20

PABX : 24

ease contact :

Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock
No. PIO/Store/5-1/Cont-5/91/16

Re-Tender for Supp
Books and Journals (IS)

1. Sealed tenders are hereby invited for supply

from bonafide Publis

23-2-92 and will be

reason whatsoever.
- Official Address
Pashu Shampad Bhaban (3rd floor)

Bangladesh,

Phone 314165, 812968
Cable DIRLIVE, Dhaka
Telex 642736 ADB BJ

List of ems

DFP (G} 724-16/1
G71

Development Bank (ADB) member countries. Payment for these
supplies are to be made under ADB Loan No. 733 BAN(SF). .
2 A complele set of bidding documents may be purchased at the address
given below on all working days during office hours up to 2.00 PM on
22-2-92 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Taka one thousand
(Tk. 1,000.00} or US dollars thirty (US$.30.00) together with an
addttional amount of US dollars thirty (US$.30.00) 1o meet loreign air
mail charges if a prospective foreign bidder wishes fo obtain the same
by post (no cheques/money orders or postal orders will be accepted).
3. Allbwds must be accompanied by a bid bond or bank guarantee to the
value of two per cent (2%) of total Bid Price and mus! be delivered in
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders on or before 12.00 Noon on
4. No tender will be entertained unless
documents 10 be supplied from the office of the undersigned.
§  The authority reserves the right 1o increase or decrease the number
of the items within 15% of the quantities specified or drop any item
and to accept of reject any or all the tenders without assigning any

Krishi Khamar Sarak, Farmgate, Dhaka,

(1) Package-1 Books (2} Package-2 Jourals.

Dated : 16-192.

ly of

of undermentioned items
of Bangladesh and other Asian

accompanied by the lender




