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Fighting Malaria
With a large proportion of cases of malaria
found in such countries in this region as India,
Thatland Sri Lanka and Myanmar, it is only
appropriate that a regional meeting of some 125
international experts on the control of this
disease be held in this region, in New Delhi from
3—7 February. It is also appropriate that
Bangladesh should be taking part in it in all
seriousness. True, the o rs of the meet-
ing, the World Health Organisation (WHO). has
not put this country in the category of countries
in this region widely affected by malaria. Whether
it 1s an oversight or a lapse due to the non-
availability of reliable statistics, esh is
most certainly either already a major victim of
this disease or vulnerable to one more health

It 1s sad, almost tragic, that a number of dis-
eases, after being partially or wholly eradicated
from most countries of the world, make a gigan-
tic come-back. Malaria seems to be a case in
point. Back in the fifties, thanks to the vigorous
efforts of the then Minister for Health, the late
Habibullah Bahar. malaria was driven out of the
erstwhile East Pakistan. Other Bahars, in other
parts of the world, achieved the same feat and
thus saved the lives of millions of people in the
Third World.

The return of malaria which caused the death
of a milllon people last year. in more than 100
countries, may well be due to different factors
which will be examined in the inter-sectoral
regional meeting in New Delhi. Among these fac-
tors, the most important one would surely be the
deterioration in conditions in most devel-
oping countries and the creation of breeding
grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes. Again,
the deterioration of living condition cannot be
de-linked from environmental pollution, decline
in sanitation facilities, increase in number of
slums and a dwindling public awareness of
health-related issues. As recently reported in the
media, in Dhaka, it is not just the slum-
dwellers who are to be blamed for the dismal
- situation that exists in their surroundings. Even
the affluent class has been showing a deplorable
callousness towards sanitation or, to put it
bluntly, towards garbage collection in its own

neighbourhood.
Whatever may be the outcome of the regio-
nal meeting in New Delhi, which is to be followed

by a global meeting in October, the responsibi-
lity for fighting malaria and eradicating it again
lies with civic bodies in each country and,
indeed, with organisations which spread health
education. It is said that fighting malaria invol-
ves financial costs "which the developing coun-
tries are the least equipped to bear”, to quote
from a WHO handout for the press. This may well
be partly true. However, there are a lot of
countries, including desh, which should
be able to do on their own to control this disease.
On the other hand, if substantial funds are
available, they should be used in implementing an
integrated plan that focuses on the health sector
as a whole.

National Theatre Now

Newspapers have a way of giving black and
bold headlines to words of pledge and promise
depending less upon the true worth of those
words and more upon the person who those are
coming from and the supposed readers’' interest
in the subjects of the wordy commitment. And
newspapers do well know that most of such
promises are just playing to the gallery directed
at getting ready ovations on the spot and loud
headlines in the press the next morning — and
nothing more. Still, the newspapers go out
zealously to print the same every day of the week.
This could, of course, have a value of its own by
way of making the promise-makers a little
obliged to keeping them for fear of being caught
out at a game of bluffing. But the memory of
people are short and one thing the journalists are
averse to is to follow up their own stories. Hollow
promises are as such rarely found out for what
they are.

When Prime Minister Khaleda Zia said at the
end of December last that a national drama the-
atre would be built at Eskaton and land was being
allotted for the jpb, there was no reason why one
should treat these reassuring words as belo
to the category noted above. And there isn't any
even now. Right from 1955 the nation, specially
its culturally active important minority, has been
struggling to get the government build such a
thing. And for long 36 years this has been
stonewalled this way or that. What could be the
best words coming from the Prime Minister on
the occasion of her opening the month-long
drama festival other than those that pledged the
building of a national theatre.

On Wednesday tHe Jatiya Sangsad was told by
the state minister for culture that a '500-seat
drama stage would be set up in Dhaka within the
current Five-Year Plan." Once bitten twice shy.
This kind of confirmation of the Prime Minister's
pledge has lent a contrary effect. It practically
tells the eager enthusiast not to put much -
tations in the matter being realised any too soon.
The Prime Minister, in fact, was more specific a
month ago. The relevant ministry seems to have
worked backward on the project rather than go-
ing forward with it. The state minister should
have come with the information of the Eskaton
plot already be allotted in the mean time —
and other specific low-down on the progress
made in the matter.

Our request to the PM's colleagues and the
ministries would be: please do not undercut
our Prime Minister. Let us all join hands in

contributing to the growth of the institution of
Prime Ministership. The culture-conscious

Bangalee people are terribly interested in
a national theatre without even a day’'s
delay. Help the PM's promise come true while

you have both the mind and the power to do so.
Please.

in relation to Kuwait, where

lans for a Majlis-1-Shoora
consultative council) were in
the offing, than any other Gulf
siate.

Trad . Saudi Arabia

has been guided by strict ap-
licatton of the Shariah

religion-based
stems with a

followed
governing
sprinkling of

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Oman, Qatar, Bahrain
and even Saudi Arabia have had
appointed advisory bodes and
until 1986 Kuwait had a di
rectly elected parliament, al-
beit only a tiny minority was
entitled to vote.

Apart from Kuwait., these
councjls were largely confined
to loyalists and o in recent
years in the post-oil boom pe-
riod were they expanded, with
leading businessmen and

nt citizens nominated
the rulers. Their role re-
mained advisory. although in-
creasing contact with foreign-
ers and greater exposure to
Western education and politi-
cal systems injected a critical
approach into debates in the
Shoora councils.

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia

had proposed a reformed

in early 1980, but the
1980-88 war between Iran and
iraq, with the attendant Len-
sion and uncertainty in the
whole region, and then the
Gulf crists in 1990 held up ac
tion on his ﬁ.ﬂl Disruption
caused by Iran-iraq war
was also a factor behind the
dissolution of the Kuwait par-
iament in 1986,

The transformation of the
regional scene following the

Gull war and the collapse of

FALLOUT FROM DESERT STORM

How the Political Winds of Change

are Blowing in the Gulf

Mohammed Aslam writes from Dubai

In the wake of the war, the Gulf states are all being qffected by the changes sweeping
the globe. Most have no political parties. Several have advisory bodies and Kuwait had

an elected parliament, but none has had much power. Now Oman plans a more rep-
resentative council and Kuwait has promised elections in October. Gemini News
c in the Sheikhdoms.

Service assesses the

communism in the Soviet
Urﬂnhhn encouraged the
drive participation
m-un;u

Even as Kuwait was oceu-
pled with its t in

exile in Saudi and the
stand-ofl between the US-led

Gulf states

coalitton and Irul worsening.
the Emir, Sheik Jaber Al
Ahmed Al Sabah, and his min-
isters pledged to usher iIn
democracy one Kuwait was
free again.

King Fahd renewed his
wora scheme in a more con-

ceive way and with greater ur-
gcocy, promising to t it in

in a short ime but after
consideration of all aspects in-
volved.

In Oman, Sultan Qaboos an-
nounced, in November 1990 at
the height of the Gull erisis,
plans to replace the
wholly nominated councl
more representative one. And
Kuwait, after liberation in
February 1991, promised
eclections in October 1992.

Oman's new was
constituted two months ago
and held its first session on
January 4-6. Its 590 members
represent the Wilayats
(provinces): they were nomi-
nated by the public and chosen
alter consultation with com-
munity elders.

Considering that the previ-
ous State Consultative Counctl,
set up in 1981, was wholly ap-
pointed. the new is an
advance towards a democratic

cexperiment.

It is described by Omant ob-
WTVETS @8 @ curtain-raiscr 10 a
ncw era of national participa-
ton.” It falls far short of direct
Lt;l:ll. but is closer to that goal

ause it enjoys legislative
and certain o not
avallable 1o the defunct coun-
cil. Moreover, the members
will now be elected
(indirectly) every three years,
and the Majlis will normally
meet four Umes a year.

In a path-breaking more,
the Sultan has authorised the
Majlis 1o review drafll eco-
nomic und social legislation.

prescnt policy proposals. ques-
tion the work of ministers and
prepare environmental and
development plans. It can also
make recommendations for
government action, es lly
in the socio-economic ,
The new members still vow
iotal alleglance to the Sultan.
Majlis president Sheik
bin Ali Al Qatabi sent
a cable to him saying that “the
march of democracy is now
heading towards a wider hori-

zon to keep up with country’s
rapid growth wunder Your
Majcsty's wise y

leadership.

In Saudia Arabta, King Fahd
told his cabinet on January 6
that the reformed format of
the proposed council would be
announced in . outhn-
ing the basic system of gov-
ernment and a provincial
structure.

The King was quoted by the
official Saudi news agency as
saying that the new system
would "benefit the public in-
icreats and assist the govern-
ment in carrying out its duties
within the f(ramework of
Islam.”

The new council will re-

lace the existing advisory

. which was nominated or
approved by the King. Saudi
Arabia has no written constitu-
tion and. as elsewhere in the

Gulf no Gliurni parties. In
March 1980 a commitice was

formed W prepare a 20-0-ar-
ticlke basic system of rule based
entirely on Islamic laws
st )

It was also asked w druw up
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on the line of ic pha-
ralism.
Shoora in Arabic means

system, which a dectsive
role to family . has com-
bined with the Shariah to
evolve an indigenous system of

participatory governance. Its
adherents insist that Western-

MOHAMMED ASLAM, for-
of The Times of India. s

on staff of The Khaleef
Times.

Famine Stalks Laos : FAO Airs Food Aid Plea

by a Special Correspondent from Rome

HE monsoon rains

came only last June to

usher in a late planting
season in Laos. By August.
when the ricefields were
already green, the successive
waves of typhoons devastated
the crops and left the prospect
of a huge rice shortfall in the
country in 1992. :

The grim possibility has
prompted no less than the
United Nations’ Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
to issue an urgent appeal for
assistance from the interna-
tional community to avert
hunger in Laos. _

A mission from the FAO and
the World Food Programme
(WFP) has just completed a
survey of the extent of damage
and recommended external
assistance of from 12,000 to
16,000 tons of rice. the staple
food of Laotians.

Most severely hit was the
southern . region comprising
what used to be the most im-
portant rice surplus-producing
provinces of Savannakhet and
Champasak, and Khammouan
on the central part. affecting a
total of 55.317 families or
332,000 people, mostly
farmers.

Almost 900 buffaloes and
300 heads of eattle, important
in agriculture and in the form
of savings, were lost

Laos lacks the foreign
exchange to import the cereals
needed to meet its consump-
tion requirements. Due to this
constraint. the government
can do very little to assist the
affected farmers other than
encourage them to plant more

dry season crops by utilising
irrigated and recession
cultivations.

The FAO underscorcd the

need for “rapid assistance”
poor farmers. The FAO-WFI’
mission has recommended the
distribution tg start this April
or May for logistics reason and
to avoid any disruption in the
rice flow to domestic markcts
at harvest time.

scason crop will be gathcred
and the aflected population re-
visited tn order to evaluate the
impact of the remedial mea-
sures traditionally taken by the
farmers themsclves.” said a
FAO report relcased here.
"Additjonal donations could

Organisation has issued an

‘The Foed and
urgent i xrmhmﬂmmmnmaﬂomﬂ

avert h

The government. however,
has expressed desire to begin
distribution as soon as
possible.

A reassessment of the situa-
tion is scheduled this January.
it was learned from the FAO.
“The provision of additional
emergency food ald could be
warranted after a reasscssmeent
... when final data on the rainy

then be easily channelled to
the needy populations utilising
the existing logistics network
for the food aid distribution.”
Remedial measures include
the sale of animals, ansion
of cultivation and irigated dry-
season cropping. and peddling
and borrowing rice from rela-
tives or friends. These sicps
are. however. considercd in-

suflicient to tide Laotians over
until the next early rice har-
vest In August or September,
1992.

The FAO-WFP mission has
recommended that food-for-
work programmes be laid
down to correct food deficit
This programme would also
contribute a maximum of
6.000 tons of rice witheut
adversely affecting local
market prices.

The mission called the
attention of the international
donor community to project
pro for rehabilitation of
agriculture and lvestock. as
well as a preparutory plan for
the establishment of an early
warning and food information

system in Laos. Spccifically,
l.gut proposals are: o

* The provision of equip-
ment. vaccines and medicines

to the Veterinary Department

of the three food-affectled
al an estimated cost

of USS19,500.
¢ Increased pro-
duction in the central and
southern regions 0 rehabili-
tate small irrigation schemes
and provide inputs, such as

fertilisers and .ot a
total cost of USSI
million.

¢ Provision ef rice sced to
the alfected farmers in the
three provinces, worth over
US$| million. -
* Preparation an carly
and food information
K:mﬁu to appraise
needs of various national
technical services concerned
and to set up an institutional
fr-umﬂrk f;l-ll'"]th establish-
ment of an warning and
food information system, cost-
ing US8$260.000.

— Depthnews Asia

FTER fighting the re-

bels half his life on the

side of the Angola
go-ernment. Alindo Ferreira
has joined forces with his
longtime enemies to restore
peace to this war-battered
nation.

"We are all lans now
have to learn to work to-
gether,” says the 33-year-old
major in the armed forces
based in Lubango, the provin-
cial capital of the southern
provinee of Huila.

Alongside fighters from
Jonas Savimbi's National Union
for the total independence of
Angola (Unita), Ferreira now
prepares for a joint battle — to
unify the warring factions into
a national army.

"The process sounds sim-
ple. but it is very complex.”
says British colonel John
Longman. Longman is one of a
team of British, French and
Portuguese advisers assisting
the Angolan government in the
formation of the new army.

"We are talking about two
very different groups. a guer-
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Angola : Warring Armies Merge

rilla army and a conventional
one. and the integration of the
two,” he adds.

Under the ceasefire signed
last May by President Jose
Eduardo dos Santos and
Savimbi, both sides and their
weapons must be contained in
45 designated assembly points
scattered throughout the vast
country before the actual unifi-

h Save dragaed
ings. however, have dragged
mnd the schedule drafted in
the peace agreement, which
also calls for internationally
monitored elections to be held

this :
| 'I'Erpum accord, ending a
year civil war which
broke out shortly after Angola
achifeved {ts independence
from Portugal in 1975, man-
dated the containment of all
troops, to be verified by United
Nations observers by Aug. 1.
But so far, only about 65 per
cent of the total forces have

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Natural gas

Sir, The two news in the
paper on Friday, Jan 17 can be
combined together to raise a
few questions. One is in your
esteemed paper where we
learn that l.ll:e t administra-
tion contracted to sell the
at 75¢ per 1000 cft. The utﬂ:
is the reconfirmation of the

KAFCO was willing to pay for

gas at well—h:nf[i.:..
bearing the cost of drying and
transportation to the factory
site] even than the 76c¢ price
is low.

At the at consumers'
end | mentioned above the
value of our reserve is over 8§
8000 crore. Developing this
wealth to bring the cash in the
pocket requires a very big in-
vestment. We can not do this
on our pwn. Here comes in the
donors and their learned con-
sultants. Now we had been us-
ing the natural gas for last 25
years with the help and assis-
tance from various donors and

Following the peace agreement signed last
year between government and rebel forces,
Angola’s warring factions begin the difficult
process of uniting the two forces into a
national army. Vicki Finkel of IPS reports

from Lubango, Angola.

been counted in the assembly
points.

While military observers ac-
knowledge the probable infla-
tion of projected figures. acute
food shortages plaguing the as-
sembly points have been
largely responsible for low
turnout, as well as probable
desertion from the arcas.

"Soldiers will not stay in the
camps if they have nothing to
cal,” says Ramiro da Silva, di-
rector or the World Food
Programme [(WFP). "Without
guaranteed food, they will form
banditry groups.” he adds.

organizations. Haven't we be-
come poorer in all these years

? And now a forward ex -
tion will only predict (hat

when in future the gas will be
exhausted we will be still
poorer and no reserve of natu-
ral gas to make the life a little
casier. Or are we fooling our-
sclves that there will be some
magic, and nightmare will be
over when we wish so.

There are plenty of experts
to say what can be done to
avert a sure disaster and | am
sure they are going to do
something. But ordinary peo-
ple like me can not under-
stand why we are not simply
accepting the reality and do
what is for us. That is,
trade our wealth and face the
inevitable ultimate disaster

now 7?7
Some European countries

are not as blessed but we are
regularly receiving grants and
loans from them | Visibly at

least, they are only superior to
us in the sectors of technology

Saying critical food short-
ages were threatening the
pecace process, the United
Nations launched in October a
US$27.3 million emergency
appeal for the demobilising
troops.

But even when supplics are
available, they do not always.
reach the assembly areas,
many of which have been ran-
do sclected and are inac-
cessible by road in the country,
whose infrastructure have been
damaged to the tune of US830
billion.

and better trained manpower.
Can not we set a strategy to
undcrtake crash projects to
achieve 100% literacy and 0%
population growth from our
own resources ? :

It may not be very difficult
to forward sell the gas at a
lower price which may free us
from advisors thrust upon
by donors. Selling gas by pip-
ing in gas form is said to bring
best returns. If that servers out
national interest should any
other factor come in ?
A Reader,
Dhalaa

Politics and Islam

Sir, When a Muslim com-
munity forms and operates an
Islamic front or political '
certain quarters would brand
them as lundamentalists. In
reality, not only the Muslims,
but people belo g to other
religious beliefs have their
respective religious political
fronts, eg. ‘The Christian
Democrats’.

"Our biggest problem is
transport,” says Dantel
Machado. a United Nations ob-
scrver stationed in Lubango.
"It's not always, as much a
question about food as it is
actually getting the food to the
assembly areas,” he adds.

Insufficient food has sunk
morale in many areas, princi-
pally among the more numer-
ous government forces, where
some soldiers sleep on the
damp ground. The highly dis-
ciplined Unita fighters. who
have traditionally lived in the
bush. have demonstrated a
higher degree of organisation.

About 250 kilometres east
of Lu . roughly 900 Unita
soldiers and their families have
gathered in the assembly point
of Mucuto. .

They live in impressively
constructed thatch houses,
retricve water from a specially
designed reservoir, and have
developed schools and health

posts for their members.

While delays have sel back
the unification timetable. ob-
scrvers see no serigus risk of
collapse of the peace agree-
ment. which ended an arduous
year of negotiation.

And Angolans on both sides
have no desire to return to the
bloody ting. which claimed
about a million lives in the
country of 10 million.

“Our points of view were
very different. but now they
have converged around peace,”
says Padrino Pilartes. Unita
colonel of the southern region
which encompasses four of
Angola’s 18 s. "No one
her is interested in war

. he adds.

Despite sporadic incidents
in which latent tension
surfaces, political observers
have been impressed by the
genuine commitment of both

sides to lasting peace.

But some say the real test of
trust will come with the call
for demobilisation, when each
side will no longer retain
control of weapons.
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If we go through the history
of our country, we would find
that the birth of erstwhile East
Pakistan. now h. ac-
tually took place on the basis of
religion. When the British
India was divided. the Muslim

majority areas were given to
form Pakistan, while Hindu

majorily areas’ constituted
Bharat. But West Pakistan took
control over every thing. They
even tried to snatch away our
mother tongue, Bangla. Bef
Muslims, they failed to upho
the spirit of Islam while deal-
ing with the Bangalee East
Pakistani Muslims. There were
deprivation in every field of
the national life. Then the
Bangalees decided to get them
sclves fr:c.J .

e majority of Ba -
deshis rr:mlln’;d Hui?#:;,
Hence, it 1s quite natural that
there can be some Islamic
political parties in :
Islam 1s virtually based on
democratic principles. Islam
protects the rights of every

' representi
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i1 . Islam also teaches
H%’Eum and peaceful co-

existence with other nations.
Unfortunately certain Islamic
parties, instead of inte
their activities for establishing
Islamic values in the country,
have themselves in
debatable issues. which is
seriously affecting the Islamic
political system in Bangladesh.
In my opinion, Islamic po-
litical fronts should make a
fresh start of their polities un-
der a new banner, say. Islamic
Democratic Party, compatible
with the sentiments of the in-
dependent hr‘hduhh . At t:'::
same time, i-
tics of ot ph‘:mloaoprul
should not undermine the feel-
ings of those who do the poli-
tics of Islamic soclalism. After
all, the majority of the people
various political
parties are Muslims.
M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhalea.



