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[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House pf Peace & Resl, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you 1™ fry our Beautifully
prepared ond Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in Me cosy
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NEWS BRIEFS

French frigate to
dock at Ctg

The French frigate "Protet”
will call and dock at
Chittagong harbour from 5th to
the 10th February.
Commanded by Commander
(captain) de Roquefeuil, the
vessel will have 10 officers, 65
petty officers and B5 quarter-
masters and sailors on board,
said a French Embassy press
release here yesterday, reports
UNB.

AL PP meet
on Sunday

A meeting of the Awamil
League Parliamentary Party will
be held on Sunday at 2pm at
the conference room of the
Leader of the Opposition, party
sources said. Mohammad
Nasim., opposition Whip, has
asked all MPs of the party to
attend the meeting in time,
reports BSS.

Boy crushed
under wheels

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 23: A
ninc-year-old boy was crushed
under the wheels of a speeding
Ehlgl;gu at Fatullah on ‘the

-Narayangan] Highwa
today. Police said Jﬂhar%::: 5
body of Panchabati at Fatullah,
was killed on the spot when he
was dashed by the Dhaka-
bound minibus (Dhaka Ja-
3278) at about 3.45 pm today.

Snatcher nabbed

Police arrested a young
snatcher from a hutcl in Waise
Ghat in city Thu . Arrested
Topon (26) along with nine as-
soclates stoprmed into hotel
Saberia at Abdullah Market to
snatch cash money at knile
point, reports UNB.

Moudud, Mohiuddin, Tofael
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DHAKA FRIDAY

lunge into bitter debate

Rage, rancour run high

in Opposition bench

The House on Thursday
witnessed a near Pande-
monium when exchanges of
accusations and counter-
accusations ecrupted between
Jatiya Party-leader Moudud
Ahmed and Awami League
front benchers. |

The ¢ started midway
through the private members’
day with AL veteran Mohiuddin
Ahmed pointing his finger at
the JP leader and identifying
him as being part of a auto-
cratic government.

After the question and an-

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Shetkh Razzaque All
to inform the House about an
oil spill in the Bay of Bengal.

At one stage while explain-
ing the matter he pointed his
finger at Moudud sitting a few
scals to his left and said that
such incidents of otl spills also
occurred during the auto-
cratic regime.

The JP leader immediately
took the floor to defend him-
selfl and said that coming from
a man like Mohiuddin Ahmed
the charge of his being an au-
tocrat did not really fit in as

pointed out. adding that Bksal

instituted aulocraey |In
sh.

After Maghreb prayers

Mohiuddin Ahmed took the

flcor for personal clarifications |
that |

and told the House
Moudud's statement was dam-
aging to his image.

He referred to Moudud's
past litical activities and
pointed out that he had
served under all the past mili-
tary regimes.

When the floor was given to
Moudud to defend himsell, he
noted that he did not expect a
Sce Page 12 Col 7
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swer hour, the AL leader Mohiuddin was a founding
sought the attention of the member of Bksal. Moudud

With the winter drawing to an end date juice collecting is also ceming to a close.
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Foreign
exchange
reserve

$1275m

Country's foreign exc
reserve rose to US 1276 mi
lion dollar equivalent to about
Tk 4870 crore on December
30 last year from 638 million
dollar (Tk 2283 crore] on
December 30. 1990, reports
UNB.

This was stated by Finance
Minister Satfur Rahman in par-
Hament Thursday while reply-
ing o Sakhawat Hossain Bakul
of BNP.

He said the country earned
63.37 milllon dollar (TK
226 48 crore) as interest from
the placement of foreign ex-
change in the international
market during 1990-9]1 as
against 56 42 million dollar
(Tk 1968. 6] crore] In 1989-
90.

BNP MP retracts
two bills in JS
Star Report

Abdur Rad Chowdhury. a
ruling party MP. yesterday
withdrew the bills he submit-

| ted earlier under orders from

the party.

One of the bills, the Public
Servants (Retirement)
Amendment Bill, 1992, was
bitterly opposed by Law
Minister Mirza Gelam Hafllz
when Chowdhury sought leave
to introduce it Thursday,
January 18,

Amid a war of words be-
tween the Law Minister and
Chowdhury the Speaker ad
journed the session due to

which the other bill. the
Administrative Tribunals
~ [Amendment) Bill, 1992 re-

mained untouched on the day.

As the House took up t
issue yesterday Chowdhury did
not want to press the bills and
withdrew his move. But he was
qujck to add t he would
mape the bilis n in' three
month's time. After Chowdhury
agreed o withdraw, the Law
Minister commented | will
give full remedy to his de-
mands.” .

BNFP sources say, earlier in
the day Chowdhury was served
written instruction from the
Parliamentary Party to with-

d | draw the bills.

The issue came up for dis-
cussion when party MPs from
Chittagong division were in-
vited to a lunch by the Whip
Mahbubul Alam Tara.

The lunch was attended by
the Leader of the House Prnime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and other senior leaders of the
party.

When contacted, Tara said
that the Prime Minister ac-
cepted Chowdhury's move
sportingly and expressed her
desire for a withdrawal.

The lunch over. Chowdhury

See Page 12 Col 7
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Fate of DUCSU, | Deathsquad
hall union
polls uncertain

By Masud Arif

The fate of the DUCSU and
the hall student union elec-
tions is uncertain.

Even seven months after
the terms of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU) and the hall
student union office bearers
ended June 6 last the au-
thorities are still not sure
about the holding of the
DUCSU polls.

Jattyatabad{ Chhatra Dal
leaders at a press conference
of the DUCSU yesterday
blamed the Awami League-
backed Chhatra League (S-A) as
being what it termed the ob-

stacle to the holding the

DUCSU polils. They said they |
were ready to go to the polls
always.

Meanwhile, BCL {8-A) lead-
ers said that they were facing a
crisis alter the death eof
Mantruzzaman Badal shot dead
by some unidentified miscre-
ants in the Jagannath hall area
Jarnuary 9.

The BCL source said that
the DUCSU and the hall elec-
tions would be a ery if a con-
sensus of all the students or-
ganisations in the DU was not

reached.
Sce Page 12 Col B
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Shaheed Matiur Stage g]')ened

All help to rear
children : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said Thursday that
the government was commit-
ted to put in its allout efforts
for the flourishment of merit
and talents of the country's
children to butld them as fu-
ture ltaders. reports BSS.

"Children are our moslt
preciocus assets. We will con-
tinue our sincere effort in all
levels of society w0 groom them
up as worthy citizens.” Begum
Zia said.

The Prime Minister was
addressing a function organ-
ised 10 mark the inauguration
of the seven-day Shishu
Ananda Mela (Children's fun

fair) of sh Shishu
Acadenly at uht acaflemy
premises.

Begum Zia called upon the
guardians to rear up children
in a way that they are imbued
with ideals based on human

S-h: advised the children o
think for the under privileged
children.

The Prime Minister said

the children should read the
history of the War of
Inde ce and know aboul

the freedom fighters, who had
sacrificed their lives for the
independence of the country.
The Prime Minister paid
tributes to Shaheed Hltlur
Rahman a young boy, who was
killed on January 24 during
the mass upsurge of 1969. She
told the children that Shaheed
Matiur had sacrificed his life
for realising the rights of the

coun n,
ﬁlgm Zia t:prcned her
respect to the memories

of Shaheed Matiur and prayed
for the peace of his departed

soul
Sce Page 12 Col 3

| police sald at least 26

| 40 kilometres

Niru arrested
By DU Correspondent

Sanaul Huq Niru, an ac-
cused in the Dr Mflon murder
casc, was arrested Thursday at
around 2.30 pm.

Niru, a former leader of the
BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal RCD). was ar-
rested by the Detective Branch
of the DMP in front of &
Chinese restaurant in the Naya
Paltan area in the city.

Police have so far arrested
10 persons incl Niru out
of the 14 chargesheeted for
their alleged involvement in
the murder of Dr Milon.

See Page 12 Col 5

S Huq Nira.

EC aid mechanism changing

The aid mechanism and
the strategy of the Eurupean
Community (EC) in Bangladesh
are undergoing some changes
for making the aid utilisation
more effective,

Sources said the EC aid util-
isation and disbursement
would be more effective in
Bangladesh through evolution
of a new mechanism under
which the Commission of the
EC and the member states
would co-finance the projects,

Previously, the commission
and the member states chan-
neled their aid {ndependently.
Sources said the cooperation
between the commission and
the member states would
make the projects effectives
and at the same time would
reduce the overlapping of pro-
jects. Bangladeshi po plan-
ners had been ﬂr.Itl of the

By Inam Ahmed

overlapping of projects..

The EC has also taken on
the social sector as the thrust
point for disbursement of aid.
It has already approved assis-

tance for 20 million European °

Currency Units{ECU) for sup-
pPly ol contraceptives for the
fourth population and health
project (1992-97).

Sources said the EC would
gradually switch over to com
modity aid in addition to pro-
Ject and food aids. The EC has
for the first time approved 19
million US dollar as commod-
ity aid for import of cement to
assist the cyclone rehabilita-
tion programme.

On the question of any cut
in aid flow due to the changes
in East Europe and the former
Soviet Union, concerned

" sources said the EC aid flow to

Bangladesh would not be af-

Tected. They said the newly in-
dustrialised countries [ NICs)
would face cut {n aid. But not
the Third World countries like
Bangladesh. The EC had previ-
ously concentrated on Arabian-
Carebbean Pacific (ACP) coun-
tries which were mostly
French colonies. However, the
EC has recently diverted fits
attention to Aslan-Latin
American (ALA) countries. In
the ALA categories. Bangladesh
{s the second largest EC aid
recipient after India.

With the recent change in
mechanism. the EC declared
that policy of tying aid to hu-
man rights, democracy and
reduction in defence expendi-
ture will also be applicable to

Bangladesh, sources said. But, |

they added. it would take time
to make the policy effective for

Bangladesh.
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By Mahfuz Ullah

A distant cautionary wea-
ther warning can be very
misleading In a country like
Bangladesh. So is the usual
warming up game 1in
Parliament when deliberations
become drab.

It started with the often
uttered word ‘sairachar’
(despotism)
Mohiuddin Ahmed, the Awami
League MP, made a reference
to the word pointing his finger

at Maudud Ahmed, the JP MP.
See Page 12 Col |

yesterday. -

UP election : Voting
'postponed in 9 centres

By Staff Correspondent

The Union Parishad elec-
tions were held by and large
peacefully in 53 unions of nine
upazilas under nine districts

on the second day of the 14- -

day staggered polls.
According to the Police
Control Room in Dhaka,

polling was postponed at six
centres in’ Sundarganj upazila
of Gaibandha district, two
centres in Bishwanath upazila
of Sylhet district and another
in Hajipyr upazila of
district following disturbances.
However. the Election
Commission reported the
postponement of voting at two
centres in Bishwanath upazila
of Sylhet as the situation went

out of the presiding officers
control.

On the first day of the UP
polls on Wednesday, the au-
thorities had to suspend
polling in 42 centres following
armed clashes between the -
val groups, which left three
persons dead and another 100
injured.

The Police Control Room
spokesmen said authorities
suspended polling at nine cen-
tres after bids to snatch ballot
boxes and ballot papers by
miscreants at different unfons.
Police also fired blank shots to

enforce law.and order.It said

that police fired four shots fol-
Sec Page 12 Col 4

Arabs meet today

MARRAKESH (Moroceo),
Jan 23: Arab Fore Ministers
will meet in sh tomor-

row o coordinate positions on

multilateral Middle East talks

in Moscow at the end of the
month, Moroccan officials said,
reports Reuter.

Foreign Ministers of seven
Arab League countries would
join representatives of more
than a dozen Islamic states al-
ready in Marrakesh to discuss
the status of the city of
Jerusalem, they added.

King Hassan called today's
one-day meeting of the nrgnnj.
sation of Islamic Conference
(OIC) states to review the sta-
tus of Jerusalem, which both
Muslim and jew claim as their

mllﬁoua cap ital.
t the officials said the

talks would be expanded tu
morrow to give the Arab world
its last major opportunity to
coordinate a common position
before the third phase of US.
brokered Middle East peace
talks begins in Moscow on
January 28-29.

* Syria and Lebanon have said
they will boycott the Moscow
round in protest at [sraely
‘Intransigence’ at bilateral
talks in Washington but diplo-
mats in the region do not ex-
pect the majority of their Arab
allies to follow suit.

‘Moroccan officials said
King Hassan, chairman of the

to find common stand on ME talks

OIC Jerusalem ® committee,
would chair tomorrow’'s talks.
The Jerusalem talks are be-
ing attended by government
ministers or ambassadors of
Saudi Arabia,
Guinea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania,
Niger, Pakistan, Senegal, Syria
and the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO).

Foreign ministers or repre-
sentatives from Tunisia,
Algeria, Sudan, Somalia. Oman.
Kuwait, Egypt, Yemen, United
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Libya and
Dfibouti were also expected.

First
jor gatheringd was planned
came from PLO Chairman

word that such a ma-

Bangladesh,

Yasser Arafat in a weekend
statement in Tunis, but
Moroccan officlals at first de-
nied the meeting was
planned.

The Palestinians— the PLO
was excluded from the US
talks— are under pressure to
attend the Moscow round to
maintain the momentum of
negotiations between [srael
and Arabs which began in
Madrid last October.

The Moscow round is due
to discuss secondary but long-

term problems® of water
rights, arms control and
refugees.

Arafat believes he has as-
surances from Washington that

they might provide the chance
for him to sit at the negotiat-

ing table, diplomats in the |
region said.

Moroccan officlals said
British Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Douglas Hogg
and Italian Foreign Minister
Glanni de Michelis were due
to meet King Hassan in
Moroceo at the weekend for
bilateral and international dis-
cussions.

The diplomats said
European Community (EC)
states were keen to take a
more active role in the Middle
East peace process.

The EC hopes to ll!t more
involved, pnnibly chair

some of the committees that
will be set up in Moscow and
to be seen to be at the heart of
things. They felt a bit left out
in Madrid.’ said one diplomat

King Hassan met tfm
in Rome in November and has
suggested that the Vatican get
involved in discussions be-
tween Muslims and Jews in
the g:ncr process, an idea
which would be pursued in
Marrakesh, the Moroccan offi-
clals said.

AFP says, China said today
the establishment of diplo-
matic relations with Israel
would not alter its support for

.the Palestinian people or fits

demand for Israel to return
the occupied territories,

in Kashmir
to halt B.JP
motorcade

SRINAGAR. Jan 23: Army
was asked to standby as mili-
tant groups in a bid to
- BJPs 'ckia yatra' from reach-
I.n; Srinagar warned people to
eep away from an BO-KM-
stretich of the national
for two days from Saturday.
reports PT1

Meanwhile, three warring
militant groups — the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Fromt
WKLF). Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM) and Al-Umer issued a

'Irnm.lﬁlflmtm
at Pampore.

An HM warned
vehicles and alike
to keep away from nd-
Lal Chowk stretch the
Jammu- Srinagar national

A death of HM had

been formed to face the yatra,
he said. The JKLF has already
announced the formation of " a

special squad  to attack any-

Irr.mturzuqlrdhnlh'ln

The call to army and other
tough security measures had
been taken to prevent out-
break of violence during the
yatra. scheduled to reach
Jammu, winter capital of the
-..llrnmu and Kashmir, tomor-

AP' iv Shikh militants
two buses l‘hun:l.y
Lllun,l three supporters of a

| right-wing Hindu party’'s snti-

terrorism motorcade through
Punjab state, police said.

The buses were not part of
l.hr mnln procession but were

;P the road to join it
thnrlurl Said the mili-

| tants were dfessed in peolice

uniforms and aroused no sus-

picion until they opened fire.
In Jullundur, where most

of the wounded were taken.

ople
were wouned r 93
passcngers of the (wn
The attack ut:::urra:! at Iﬂ.ﬂ.
(25 miles)
north of the motorcade, which
had paused in Ludhiana for a
rally, Deputy Inspector General
of Police Chandra Shekhar said
in Ludhiana

Mass upsurge
day today

By Staff Correspondent

The historic 1969 mass up-
surge day will be observed
through out the country today
with due solemnity recalling-
the martyrdom of minor boy
Matiur Rahman.

This day in 1969, Matiur
Rahman, a student of class
nine of Nabo Kumar Institu-
tion, was killed by police in an
attempt to suppress the his-
toric 11-point movement laun-
ched by the students nst
the dictatorship of Ayub Khan.

The martyrdom of Matiur
gave a new sense of direction
to the movement and people
from all walks of life, 1nc!udmg
the government servants, took

to the streets,

The streets of Dhaka turned
into a sea of humanity demand-
ing end to the dictatorial
Ayub regime. Since then. the
day is observed as mass up-
surge day.

Some organisations have
undertaken -the programmes
to observe the day.

The Shaheed Asad Parishad
(SAP) will conclude its five-day
long programme through a
public rally and a cultural func-
tion at the Teacher-Student
Centre (TSC) this evening. The
United Communist e of
Bangladesh will organise a dis-
cussion at its central office at
Topkhana Road at 4 pm.

The Gonatantrik Chhatra
Oikya (GCO) will lay wreaths at
the Central Shaheed Minar and
bring out a procession to ob-
serve the day.

Diseases spread
in Rohingya
camps

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Jan 23:
Thousands of Muslim Rohingya
refugees continue to suffer in
makeshift cAmps as the ar-
rivals from aecross the border
go unabated.

Reports reaching from dif-
ferent areas speak of a deterto-
ration of the situation.s

Doctors of some veolun
organisations working at the
camps reported that the
refugees were living a sub-hu-
man life there with acute
shortage of food, clothes and
medicine.

See Page 12 Col 6



