MELBOURNE.,
Jan 22: Jennifer
Capriati’'s error-
strewn defeat to
Gabricla Sabatini
in the quarter-

ad

A

finals of the Australian tennits

Operi Tuesday may not have
been her biggest career
disappointment, but it .ran a
close second, reports AFP.

The abundantly talented
American youngster has tele-
scoped more finto her
fledgling career than others
would do in a lifetime.

The fear Tuesday night was
that the emotional bubble of a
shattered 15-year-old prodigy
may have burst.

Inside two years Capriati
has become the youngest
player at 14 to be ranked in
the women's top 10. the
youngest female semifinalist at
last year's Wimbledon.
accumulated

of 820,000 US dollars
and she even featured in for
best 1991 list of the world's

40 highest paid athletes.
Third-seeded Sabatini.

mixing her with drop
shots and net-play along wlth
her strong undstrokes,

ousted fifth-seeded Capriati 6-
4, 7-6 (7/1) in one hour 44
minutes.

No sooner had she left the
court, she was straight into the
media interview room. hardly
composing herselfl to explain
such a giant let-down.

Capriati, at 15 years 10
months the rnunﬂ-tﬁr
Australian Open quarter-
ist, her eyes welling and close
to tears, told the world press:

“There has been some
pressure ... actually. a lot of
pressure from everyone. may
be it's becoming more serious
now."

“It's because | have a
chance to become higher
(ranked) than what | am now
and lhah:tn really work at it

MELBOURNE.

Jan 22: Spain's
Aranxta Sanchez
Vicario and

must overturn the form book
in the Australian Open
semifinals to prevent a
showdown between Monica
Seles and Gabriela Sabatini,
reports Reuter.

Sanchez Vicario has never
beaten world number onc
Secles, her in the last
four. while Fernadez has lost
nine of 14 matches against
semifinal rival Sabatini.

Despite Seles’ domination
of the tournament's fourth
seed. Sanchez Vicario could
benefit from an extra day's rest
after her quarter-final oppo-
nent. Swiss Manucla Malecva

Ferreira ends McEnroe saga

MELBOURNE,
Australia, Jan 22 :
John McEnroe's
cal run at

the Australian
Open came to an end
Wed at the hands of a
20-year-old who has never won
a pro tourmnmament, AP,

Wayne Ferreira. a South
Alrican ranked 46th in the
world, gave McEnroe a thor-
ough beating with a
serve and stingl
strokes. III-l-l.,I-i 6-4 vic-
tory earned him a semifinal
meeting with tnp--}::dtd
Stefan

Hcﬂ?::;:‘m of one of
the best service returns in
tennis, had to watch as
Ferreira blasted 15 aces and
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tournament

lrnur? |

to try to keep up there and
keep playing well.”

*Of course, it's still fun, but
| have to really concentrate
now, and settle down and re-
ally think about it.”

times | could have closed it."
Capriati rated her semifinal
loss to Monica Scles at last
year's US Open as her biggest
carcer disap tment when
she lost in a third set

e

"Times again tonight 1 had
chances, so many short balls |
could have come to the net
on, and just didn’t ... So many

Fragnierc, defaulted because of
injury.

While Sanchez Vicario was
able to rest. Seles was caught
up in a battle nst young
German Akke Huber, who

many believe will soon by vying
for number one crown.
The only other occasion

Seles and Sanchez Vicario have
met in a Grand Slam tourna-
ment was in the final of last
year's French Open, Seles won
in straight sets.

Despite the record. Seles
said: "She’'s [Sanchez Vicario) a
very tough opponent and | al-
ways have ¢ matches with
her.lI've never played her in
Australia. so | know I'm going
to have to play great tennis

. again.”

Fernandez, yet to win a
Orand Slam title, takes on

someone who simply has an
explosive personality.

“I'm sort of a plece of mwat
that people take advantage of,”
he said, referring to media
hype of his outbursts.

Ferreira sald he watched
every match McEnroe
here and was hdppy o see him
progress.

| wanted him to do well *
he satd. "It's just unlucky that
he wasn't on the other side of
Lthe draw.”

It was the first matich of the
tournamen! played with the
Centre Court's retractable rool
closed because of a pre-match
shower. McEnroe said he was

told just a half-hour before the
start of the match and didn't
think it asould work against
him.

"But it probably hurt me

“JOHN McENROE

that 1t was indoors.” he said.
“The ball was not moving as
guickly as | would like. The
ball didn't seem to have the
same zip. | wasn't able to rush
him enough.”

Ferreira, relegated to the
outside courts in early upsets
of No. 8 seed Karel Novacek
and No. 15 David Wheaton,

said it was difficult for him to
assess Lhe difference in  condi-

thorms.

I don’t kmow., | never
played on Center Court at the
Open.” he sald.

But Ferreira agreed with
MecEnroe about the effect of
the closed mof on the pace.

T the balls were
coming slow,” he said. 1
was coming to everything a Mt-
the early.”

The packed, pro-McEnroe
erowd in the 15,000-scat sta
dium, enchanted by his return
to the limelight and immacu
late behavior, also was stunned

ticbreaker to
champion.

. Sabatini, who now faces
American Mary Joe Fernandez

Odds against Sanchez, Fernandez

third seed Sabatini.

in straight sets to lh'l.'.
Argentine at the New South
Wales Open earlier this month.

The American, who lost the
1990 Australian Open final to
Steffi Graf and last year's sem-
infinal to Seles, said: "I still
don’'t play the way | practise.

"l am practising well. |
think a lot of it is mentally be-
lieving in yourself, so it's only a
matter of time.”

Sabatini, who last lost to
Fernandez in 19689, said before
beating her in the New South
Wales Open that her wins
against the American were
achieved because she thought
more about her game.

1 think more now on how
to improve. | think | play more
rdy. | attack more.” she

by the ease with which
Ferrvirn put together his best
style in the biggest match of
his carecr.

| hose who hruu‘ht
Amcrican fags had few
chances 1o wave them. Instead.
the few South Africans in the
stands proudly waved a couple
of orange. blue and white ban-
ners.

Told that McEnroe believed
Ferreira played a perfect
match. he replied: “There's
never a perfect match, but |
did everything right that |
needed 0 do.”

Iie said one of keys was hia

ability to mix up his serves o
k:tp McEnroe guessing and
prevent him from charging the
nel.

McEnroe. wearing a red-
and-black elastic support on
his right knee for the third
straight match, never gol a
chance to display his deflt
touch at the net

He ap a hittle slug-
gish and had trouble an
inconsistent first serve
had him shaking his head
when an inordinate number hit
the tape and sailed long

During a stretch of five ser-
vice games s ng the end
of the first set to the middle of
the third, Ferreira lost only
three points.

Ferreira with his
arms up. while a dejecled
McEnroe slu his head,

wulkadtnthtn:tlbwlyl:ﬂ'

atulated him with a
hake and a pat on the
:huuHer.

McEnroe, who maintained
to the end his good behavior
despite obvious annoyance over
numerous line calls that went

against him. Iﬂn':

3 and no asckn
mthﬂumﬁ
He hinted strongly this
would be his last Australian
Open if he can’t make any
more progress in other major
tournaments this year.

“Unless thlw cha
drastically from year,
not going to be back.”
McEnroe sasd.

He sadd he has no plans to
become a full-time player
again. but that if he s able to

his game, he would
tournaments is 1993

Sabatini leaves Capriati near to tears

in her second Australian Open
semifinal, was sympathetic
about 's situation.

"Everybody has to go
through those momenis.”
Sabatini told her media con-
ference.

*I've been thruugh it, so
it's something she has 1o’
work on ... It just happens.”

. "Personally, it was a pretty
difficult Ume for me before |
won the US Open in 1990, |
had my doubts about playing
tennis, | was not e it.”

*l just tried to p work-
ing hard and to be patient and
onc day everything started to
open.”

Sabatini said that Capriati,
six years her junior, had made
many mistakes in the fateful
sccond set tiebreaker.

"I didn't do anything spe-
cial in the ticbreak. | was just
serving or hitting a return and
she was just missing.”

*I really played very well
tonight. |1 played smart, |1 at-
tacked her. | was approaching
pretty well and on the impor-
tant points she was lacking in
experience.”

Sabatint broke Captiati in
the opening service game and
the American youngster sur-
vived eight deuces on her next
service to hold before breaking
the Argentine to love in the
fourth to level at 2-2.

Capriati was in the middle
of a golden run of four games
to lead 4-2. before the third

“seed broke back in the sev-
enth and ninth games and
serve out with three set points
in the 10th game.

Capriati was in early strife
in the second set her
service in the third and tratled
2-3, belore Sabatini in
broke with across-court fore-
hand.

The set went with service
to the ticbreaker and Sabatini
recled off six straight points
before a smash sealed it at 7- L

Hockey umpires |

strike

Sports Reporter

The Green Delta First
Division hockey league re-
mained suspended yesterday
following a strike called by the
umpires in protest against the
junruly behaviour of an Usha KC
on Monday.
league committee held

ath i

Iresolve the
uplhﬂt of the closed door
palaver could not be known till
the time of penning this In-
formation.

1 1th Lancer golf

tomorrow

Sports Reporter

The eleventh Lancer golf
tournament will be held at the
Kurmitola Golf course tomor-
row. Friday, says a Rangs Lid
press re

Lt General M Nooruddin
Khan, psc, the Chief of Army
Stafl, will inaugurate the com-
petition by tee-ing off at eight

the morning.

He will also give away the
trophies at the prize distribu-
jon ceremony scheduled for
5:30 the same cvening.

Hatkhola badminton
from today

Sports Reporter
The fifth Hatkhola Open
radminton tournament begins
Sixty -six participants, di-
ded in two groups, will take
in the week-long champi-

Wi'q'd-lt Group A will feature
. players Group B will
&N open one.
Taka 36000 has been car-
xd for cash awards in an
stimated budget of Taka one
kh twenty-five thousand.
Matches will beggn at 5.30
»m everyday at the venue, op-
posite the Ovishar cincma hall
The organisers held a press
ronference yesterday. by Maj
jGen Mahbubur Rahman.
hatrman of the NSC.
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Edberg wears down Lendl to reach semis

MELBOURNE.

Jan 22 : Stefan
Edberg wore do-
wn an fve
ivan Lendl in five
sets  Wednesday
to nd\rmu: to the semifinals at
th: Australian Open, reports

'I‘hl: top-seeded Swede beat
Lendl 4—5 7+56, 6-1, 6-7 (56-7).
6-1 in a three hour-10 minute
battle between a pair of two-
time champions.

Edberg, 27, is bidding for

his second st t Grand
Slam title fol his U.S.
Open triumph late last year. He

won the Australian Open in
1985 and 1987, when the
tournament was played on

courts. He is see the

J4th title of his career his
sixth Grund Slam.

Lendl, 31, won the

Australian Open in 1989 and
1990 and was runner-up last
ear. He missed out on the
semifinals for the first time
since 1984,

Second-seeded American
Jim Courier-downed his out-
gunned Isracli opponent Amos
Mansdorf 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 in an-
other quarterfinal played in
humid conditions.

Courier, the French O

, earmned a se

urlth either No. 4
chael Stich of or
umaed-ed Dutchman Richard
Krajicek.

Lendl, seeded No. 5, began
superbly against Edberg— at-
tacking at every opportunity.
He won the first seven points,
took a 3-1 lead and served out

I:IIEEI:I nf

the set. He led 5-3 in the sec-
ond set before Edberg began to

recover.

The slick Swede won four

straight games to take the sec-
ond set, be a run in

ginning
which he broke Lendl's serve
four times and won 10 out of

11 s.
‘m:fourth set was much

tighter and went on serve
right through to be ticbreaker,
which Lendl took 7-5. He
clinched the set with a ripping
passing shot.

However, Edberg lifted his
game in the fifth set and Lendl
wilted. The Swede raced to a
5-0 lead and then served out
for the match 6-1.

°l got off to a good start in
the set and that was

crunch time.” Edhﬂz
Edberg lost only four puintu

Stlch sent packing

MELBOURNE,
Jan 22: Dutch po-
wer-server Rich-

champion Mich-
ael Stich, the No. 4 seed, 5-7,
7-6, (7-2), 6-7 (1-7), 6-4, 6-4
in a three-hour 36-minute
center court quarter final
duel of the Australian Open.
reports AP,

With that match Krajicek,
20, won an energy-sapping
battle between two of the
hardest serve-volleyers in
tennis. Krajicek, like Ferrera,
made it to the semifinals of a
Grand Slam event for the first
time in his career.

MELBOURNE.

Jan 22: While nu-
mber one Stefan
Edberg and Ivan
Lendl fought a
five-set encount-
er on Wednesday, Jim Courter.
on current from the world's
best tennis player, demolished
Israel's Amos Mansdorfl in
three sets to win a place in the
Australian Open last four, re-
ports Reuter.

There were a couple of
journalists him in the
press area on Number One
court and only a handful of the
hundreds covering the tour-
nament turned up at his later
news conference.

“That's fine by me. | don't
mind at all,” the quitly-spoken
American said when asked if
he minded being shunned.

The 21-year-old American,
the bookmakers' favourite for
the first Grand Slam of the
year, has dropped only one set
on his way to an ¢ final
against Sweden's Edberg.

The enigmatic Courier has
let the packet do his talking
and has deliberately avoided
the limelight on his way to

what could be a number one
ranking at the end of this

Open

He would be the [MNirst
American to achieve this since
John McEnroe in 1988,

Courfer, a power- with
a cannonball serve and a blis-
tering forchand, said earlier
this week he was quite happy
to sneak his way into the finals
out of the

"Fame is not something |
really need.” he said.

“Unfortunately. or fortu-

nately perhaps. | am getting

more and more well known.”
he added.

"But I'm not an icon like
Andre (Agassi) is in the US

LONDON. Jan 22:
Furopean Cup
champion Linford
Christic has atia-
cked the British
athletjcs hier-
arranging

Lwo

for
with South Africa be-
fore the republic have even
been re-admitted to the inter-

arch
matc

national scene, reports AFP
The British skipper has also
criticised his bosses for faili
to consult his colleagues a
himself about the fixtures, and

| forecast that Britain's black

athletes would boycott the

fixture in Cape Town
on May 23 and 24.

"I predict that no black ath-
letes will compete in South
Africa.” declared the sprinter.
“What sort of national team will

Britain have then? Black ath: *

letes make up hall the team.”
Christie’'s commenis come
on the eve of the International

"Christie irked at being ignored

Amateur Athletic Federation

council meeting In Mexico
. which could the [AAF

and a return fixture 1in

But Christie, sharing team-

¥
e |

Courier couldn’t care less

There were only three
breaks of serve in the entire
match, in which Krajicek
served 22 aces and his German
opponent 15.

Stich had beaten Krajicek
in all three of their previous
meetings, but wilted in the f-
nal set after Krajicek broke his
serve in the seventh game.

"He's 'a great player.” Stich
said. "He's got mry shnt he
needs to be a tncr "

Krajicek said his play had
exceeded his expectations.

"Realistically | should have

made the third round.” he
said. "Aflter that. everything
was a bonus.”

through his commercials. |
Mke to go to the mall, a restau-

rant or a movie and not be

bothered,” Courier said.

"I don't want to have to
keep looking in the mirror all
the time because people are
watching what 'm doing.”

Like it or not, the Florida-
born player will have to handle
blanket media attention if he
wins his first Australian Open
title, to add to the French
Open title he won last year.

But a dual career in televi-
sion commercials like Agassi's
was unlikely. "You can make a
lot of money winning tennis
matches,” he said.

“If 1 do commercials they
will be more likke who | am.”
he said.

In the space of a year,
Courfer has had a phenomenal
rise from a relatively average
ranking of 26 to number two,
in the process beating more
top-10 players than anyone
else on the tour in 1991 and
winning 1.7 millon US dollars
in prize money.

Courier acknowledged the
moncy was a comfort but it was
not everything.

*"When | didn't have any
moncy | was just as happy as |
am now and there's no reason

pier. Or more

l-ppynrluluppy he said.

And to press home his
point. the man who ltkes to

call himself just a regular guy,
gave the media a maxim to

pondcr over. -

“"Happiness is not what
you've got. it's how happy you
are with what you have. | am
happy with what | have.”
Courfer said.

Courfer would probably be a
touch happier on Sunday if he
comes away from Melbourne
with the Open title and the
number one crown.

and [ think all the ath-

tes should have been called
together and asked for their
opmion. If necessary. there
could have been a secret bal-

Christie, who is currently
warm-weather training in
Australia, said he had not even
heard about the proposed
match until contacted by a
journalist.

"What makes it worse |s
that the decision was made be-
fore_the IAAF had met to finally
approve South Africa’s read-
mission.” he said. "It is wrong
that Britain is seen as so des-

, perate for a match in South

Alrica”

on four service games in the
final set as he used a wide va-
riety of strokes.

"I didn’t really have too

much ‘chance in the begin-
ning.” Edberg said. "He gave
me the chance and from then |
played some really good tennis.

Onece |
ing 1 ﬁ.'

t my momentum go-
a Jot more comfort-

and

atmght vic

IVAN LENDL

able.” |

*Once Yyou can come
through one of these matches
yuumguingtnhclahthct-

" he added.

Lcndl had own two of tl-;ir
three us meetings at the
huimlhnprw%pcn and still has a
career edge of 13-12. Neither
player had dropped a set going
into the quarm'rﬁnal

Edberg said he believed
Lendl was becoming slightly
less of a threat.

“He's not quite as eonfident
uhenﬂyhavc:becnamuplc

ﬂf}\‘m ago. " Edberg said. "He

makes a few more easy mis-
takes. but he's still playing
some very tennis.”

Lendl, surprisingly. agreed.

“If 1 had the confidence |
had two or three years I
would have won the second set
and probably the match,” he
said. "It's going to take time
I'll need to win some of
these matches if I'm going to
get it back. | have no doubt it
will come back in the end.”

Edberg will face Wayne
Ferreira of South Africa in
Friday's semifinals.

Courfer scored his third
over Mansdorf,
26-year-old former Israeli

rmy soldier playing in the
first Grand Slam quarterfinal of
his career.

"Every time you can get into
the decp end of the second
week of a Grand Slam it is fan-
tastic,” Courier said.

The Rangy 21-year-old
American has risen from 25th
to second In the world rank-
ings over the past 12 months.
His consistent serve and
strong groundstrokes proved
too much for Mansdor{.

"Im playing t.hl: big points
well, serving well concen-
trating extremely 'l‘l:“. " Cou-

rier said. "This year everything
l-mmmgtoa:tlmﬂgm-tuw

Humm:nu si mat-
ches were scheduled Wednes-

day. Both semis will be played
Thursday with defending
champion Monica Seles, the
top seed, facing No. 4 Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario of Spain.

The other semi pits No. 3
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina
against No. 7 Joe Ferna-
ndez of the United States.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Z equals'A
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