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Dhaka, Russia trade
agreement soon

Bangladesh will soon enter

into an to resume
bilateral trade with Russia. the
republic in the Com-
monwealth of Independent
States (CI1S) which replaced
the Soviet Union, reports UNB.
Official sources said the
Ministry of Commerce ex-

a drafl t from
the Russian au wday .
The agreement will be

nalised and signed after neces-

scrutiny.
.-;l"hy said the government
will secon move w enter into
similar ts with other
in the CIS with spe-
cial preference to Muslim

dominated central Asian na-
tions.

Proposals have already been
put forward to the govern-
ments of these republics
through the Bangladesh Em-
bassy in Moscow.

Initial response was
favourable and agreement with
Russia will pave the way for
similar agreements with other
states, the sources said.

A high level delegation. led
by a senior cabinet minister, is
also preparing to visit the new
republics of former Soviet
Union te look for potential
markets. The visit of the dele-
gation. which will include pri-
vate sector representatives, is
likely to take place early next
month.

To build up economic coop-
eration with the former Soviet
republics, the government has
also moved to set up a Joint
Economic Commission with
the Commonwealth of Inde-

pendent States (CIS).

In the proposed trade
agreement with Russia. the
sources said, both sides might
prefer barter tradeé at this

in view of serfous foreign
scarcity in Russia.

Russia, however, is now
pressing Bangladesh to repay
crédit in foreign currency.
used to be paid earlier in kind.

Trade between Bangladesh
and former Soviet Union re-
mained snapped since the last
barter expired in March last
year and Moscow refused 1o
renew it

Under the latest barter
Wnl both the countries

commodities worth
Iﬂ million pound sterling each

The former Soviet Union

was a major buyer of

shi tea. jute and jute

s while Dhaka used to

import crude oil and chemi-
cals.

Both officials and business
circle here said apart from
traditional items, the CIS
could be a big market for
Bangladesh gnud; like ready-
made garments, toiletries and
ceramic wWares.

Many Asian countries, in-
cluding India and Pakistan.
have already entered into the
newly opened markets in the
former Soviet Union in an ag-
gressive way with offers of Eﬁ
eral export credit.

esh's effort without
similar credit offer might face
tougher competition [rom
other exporting countries,
business and officials circles
said.

Teachers’ strike
From Page 1 Col 7

leaders said.

An agreement was signed
between the government and
the teachers' [ederation on
November 26, 1979 for an
equal payscale and facilities to
both government and non-gov-
ernment teachers.

It was observed for the last
12 years but the present gov-
ernment did not include the
non - rnment teachers and
employees’ in the new
payscale, the BFTA added.

However, the students of
secondary and higher sec-
ondary levels are now passing
their day in a disrupted aca-
demic atmosphere.

Their parents are anxious
about when their children
would again start thefr normal
classes. ]

The government has ailready
fulfilled the government
teachers’ and employees de-
mands including their inclu-
sion in the new payscale. But
the government is still main-
taining the role ol a silent

spectator regarding the prob-

lems of the non-government
institutions.

The Bangladesh National
Awami Party president Pro-
fessar Mozaflar Ahmed and the
general secretary Pankaj Bha-
ttacharya in a joint statement
yesterday called for ensuring
congenial academic atmos-
phere by implementing the
demands of the non-gov-
ernment teachers and employ-
ees immediately through
holding talks with them.

Meanwhile. Bangladesh
Teachers Association (BTA)
announced its programme to
heold a2 procession on January
23. The ssion will start at
2 pm from the National Press
Club and disperse near Jatiya

Sangsad.

Collaborators
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during the War in the
Mujfbnagar Government that
led the War. The coterie of
Khondoker Mushtaque Ahmed,
Mahbubul Alam Chashi and
Taheruddin Thakur finally ful-
filled their pledge to their
Pakistani masters in 1975, the
statement said.

The leaders of the organisa-
tion also resented the activi-
ties of a section of Awami

League leadership in the post-
Liberation days and accused
them ol sabo the national
development efforts.

The successive govern-
ments after 1975 were all
strikingly similar in their pro-
grammes for rehabilitating the
“rajakars” said the statement.

"That is why the freedom
Eﬂt:n had to remain silent

a controversial personal-
ity was elected to the country's
highest position after 20
years, he said”. The two aspi-
rants for the post of the presi-
dent sought blessings from
Golam Azam.

. Naw is the time for proper
evaluation of all the activities of

Trawler capsize:

Victims rescued

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAJ. Jan 21: All
the 36 devotees who were
missing in Monday's trawler

ize were rescued today,
umeufﬂchl:uld

passengers of the
triurll:r however claimed that
there were 40 devolees aboard
it
Police officials said, 15 of
the rescued passengers were
hurt. Two of them were sent to
the Orthopedic Hospital and
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Partial hartal
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA . Jan 21: A half-
day hartal was observed par-
tally here in protest against
Sunday's incident in which the
local Awami League office was
ransacked reportedly by a
group of Chhatra Dal activists.

All vehicular traffic. includ-
ing long-route buses, mini
buses and tempo went ofl the
roads during the hartal pe-
riod. Rickshaws even did not
ply.

The business organisations
and shops remain closed.
Government offices witnessed
thin attendance. A train which
started from Khulna railway
station was blocked at Fulbari
Gate by the pro-hartal activists.

All mills and factories at
Daulatpur , Khalishpur. Atra
and the Rupsha industrial beit
functioned normally. Mongla
Port also functioned as usual.

In the morning. a minor
boy named Afgan was injured
when the anti- hartal " activists
hurled bombs at the proces-
sion near the Picture Palace

Police were posted at
all the vulnerable points of the
city. The Awami League-backed
Chhatra League organised road
side rallies during the hartal
period.

Workers
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and gherao programmes, they
said. It has called for a
48-hour strike programme on
February 9 and 10,

“If the textile and jute sec-
tor workers can stall the disin-
vestment plan through anar-
chy, why can't we?,” a leader
of the Parishad told this corre-
spondent. The Sammilita
Sangram Parishad comprises
the workers wunions of
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation (BCIC),

Blnlhdﬂh Steel and Engi-

rltg rltiun (BSEC])
and Bang lh Food and

lndultﬂ::a Corporation
[BFEIC] Fifty one per cent
government shares of eight
units of these three cor-
ns are to be disinvested.
Parishad sources say the
government may hold discus-
sfons with the workers on
their demands within weeks.
If the result turns out to be in
the negative, the workers will
launch a massive programme,
the sources said.
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Fnesh date for framing two more charges

Court's ‘no’ to Ershad's prayer for

staying verdict on money case

A division bench of the High
Court yesterday rejected a re-
view petition of former presi-
dent HM Ershad secking stay
of judgement in the corruption

casc against him set for
January 27, reports UNB.

"We find no substance in
the application, and therefore

it is rejected summarily”. ob-

served the learmned judge while

rejecting the petition.
Ershad is awaiting judge-

ment of District and Sessions
Judge Mohammad Ali Khan in
the corruption case in which
he was accused of amassing
wealth, including a cash of Tk
1,90, 81, 565 found in his offi-
cials residence Senabhaban,
beyond his known sources of
income.

"Much money and labour
has been spent by both prose-
cution and defence in conduct-
ing the case all these months.
At this stage, postponement of
the delivery of judgement
would be totally unwarranted.”
the learned judge further ob-
served.

The trial of Ershad in the
corruption case began on
March 20,1991 in which as

many, as 58 prosecution and’

defence witnesses were exam-
ined and cross-examined.

The division bench com-
prising Justice Anwarul Haq
Chowdhury and Justice Moha-
mmad Abdul Karim hecard
arguments of both sides on the
review petition for the third
day yesterday. before the
judgement is delivered.

Justice Chowdhury who
pronounced the exhaustive
judgement also observed. "in
exercising revisional jurisdic-
tion. this court would not in-
terfere in the description of
another court.”

former president, was rejected
carlier by the Special court
The petition had said a civil
suit was ﬂhd Jll.lz'u Party
claiming the nd in
Ershad's rl:ndtnce and that
his trial in the case be post-

poned till disposal ol the civil
suiL

Maudud Ahmed who ap-
ared for the petitioner said
will move the Appellate
Division against rejection of
the review petition. A provi-
sional appeal will be filed in a
couple of days, he added.

Talking to reporters imme-
diately after the judgement,
Maudud said the corruption
case t Ershad was insti-
tuted “on political unds to
victimis¢ him for political rea-
SONS...... it is discriminatory
and malafide.”

Attorney General Aminul
Haq appeared for the state. He
was assisted by Hasan
Mohammad Arif and Farid
Hossain. ‘

BSS adds: HM Ershad was
produced before the court yes-
terday for bringing formal
charges against him in two
cases of misappropriation of
government money and abuse
of power.

However, because ol the ob-
jections of the defence lawyers
charges could not be read out
The District and Sessions
Judge, Nasirudding Ahmed,
who presided over the Special
Court, fixed February 11 as the
date for framing the charge.

Former works minister
Shafiqul Ghani Swapan and
former DIT chairman late Abul
Bashar are the other accused
in the case. and Litu
were in the dock with Ershad.

Maudud Ahmed. second ac-
cused in this case now on bail,

MFP as

The defence Ilw]rtﬂ said
that they could not procure
relevant documents and that
because of short notice they
could not consult the chients.

After hearing a mild objec-
tion from prosecution. the
cournt fixed February 11 as the
date for framing the charges.

in the second cape, the
former President and the for-
mer chairman of Rajuk (former
DIT) Rahamatullah have been
accused by the Bureau of Anti
Corruption for vielation of
Rajuk rules in awarding resi-
dential plots 1o 49 persons
depriving the genuine applt-
cants.

The favours were done to
politicians and people of other
professions including journal-
ists without taking application
in prescribed form, which was
in violation of the set rule.

The charges are that the
accused persons in collusion
with one an other and by vio-
lating the Rules of 1953 and
misusing the power had allot-
ted residential plots at
Gulshan, Banani and Utlara.
The accused persons by doing
s0 had committed offence un-
der Section 2 of 5(2) of the
prevention of Anti-corruption
Act of 1947.

Rahamaiullah, who is hand-
icapped because of illiness, was
helped to the dock to sit be-
side Ershad.

The prosecution side was
headed by Public Prosecutor
Abdur Razzak Khan and as-
sisted by Mohammad Hanif PP
A K M Mostafa APP and Nurul
Islam APP.

Former Justice Abdul
Malek. Moinul Haq. Shamsul
Haq and Sharfuddin Khan

A similar petition, secking was not in the court by exer-  Mukul appeared on behalfl of
postponement of trial of the cising the privilege ol a sitting the accused.
'Govt firm to remove | Covtaccused
; of rehabilitating

curse of illiteracy’

NATORE, Jan 21 : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said here today that govern-
ment was determined to re-
move the curse of {lliteracy
from the society by putting in
its allout efforts, reports BSS.

Begum Zia was addressing a
spontancous gathering after
laying the foundation stone of
the academy buillding of
Ranibhabani College.

The Prime Mipister said
one of the major targets of the
present government was to
improve the education sector
by attaching topmost priority
to it .

Begum Zia said despite re-
source constraints her gov-
ernment was ceasclessly
to solve the existing problems
in all the sectors in phases.
Principal of the college
Kamaluddin Ahmed also spake.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
laid the foundation stone of the
academy building to be built at
an estimated cost of Taka 23
lakh.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
laid the foundation stone of the
Narod bridge in the town.

The bridge will be con-
structed at an estimated cost
of Taka 1.50 crore,

Begum Zia also inaugurated
the 300-new line circuits of
Natore Telephone Exchange.

Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar. Telephone
and Telegraph Minister
Keramat Al. State Minister for
Communications Fazlur
Rahman Patal and Selima
Rahman , MP, accompanied
the Prime Minister,

At a workers rally held at
the lawn of Uttara Ganobhaban
Begum Khaleda Zia called upon
the workers of BNP to gear-u
party activities and help im-
plement vartous government
P s aimed at welfare
of the vast population.

Zia said “Insha Allah the
present government will fulfil
all its commitments one by
one”".

Presided over by District
BNP President Mohammad

| Sirajul Islam the meeting was

also addressed by State
Minister for Communications
Fazlur Rahman. District Party
Secretary Ruhul Kuddus
Talukdar and former District
Party Secretary Kazi Golam
Morshed.

Foreign Minister A.S M
Mostafizur Rahman. Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Mia,
Social Welfare Minister Tafiqul
Islam and Selima Rahman. MP,
were also present.

Cabinet meet
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the problems of the Chalan
Beel. It was also decided that a
full-fledged television centre
would be set up in Rajshahi.

The meeting also decided
that the girl students from
class six to class eight would
get free education outside the
municipal areas with an aim to
promote women education in
the society.

The education upto class
five under the mmpulmr}r
primary education r
introduced recently th:
presént government hu al-
ready been made free for all.

Another report adds: The
ministers who came here to
attend the Cabinet meeting
today extensively visited de-
velopment projects under
their respective ministries
and institutional set up in the
areas.

The ministers including
Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz, Works
Minister Rafiqui Islam Mian ,
Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar. Industries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan,
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Health and Family
Welfare Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf and Social
Welfare Minister Tariqul Islam
saw the progress of the con-
cerned ts and institution
to know about the difficulties
by the projects and institu-
thons. t

Golam Azam
By DU Correspondent

The government was yes-
terday criticised for what was
termed its ‘rehabilitation’ of
Jamaat Amir Golam Azam.

The criticism was made by
speakers at a discussion held
at the Dhaka University .

The speakers also de-
manded the immediate trial of
Golam as a ' war criminal ' at a
discussion arranged by the
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
(SCF) in observance of it's 8th
founding anniversary at the
‘battala’ of the Dhaka
University.

They urged the govern-
ment to ensure a peaceful
academic atmosphere in all
the educational institutions.

The discussion was
ipated by JSD leader Hmul
Huq Inu, SCF former
President Mostafa Faruque,
Chhatra League (N-8) leader
Nazmul Huq Prodhan, SCF
General Secretary Razekuz-
zaman Ratan, Badruddin Umar,
and BSD Convenor
Khalekuzzaman. SCF President
Belal Chowdhury was in
the chair.

The Five -Party Alllance
Convenor Hahanul Huq Inu

said that Khaleda Zia would
lose power ([ she f[ailed to
break the traditon of shelter-
ing razakars, followed by all
the governments after inde-
pendence .

The government has not
realised any of the demands
for which we launched the
nine year anti-autocratic
movement Nazmul Hugq
Prodhan said in his speech.

He also demanded imple-
mentation of the students lﬂh
point charter of demands im-
mediately.

Five -Party Allance leader
Khalekuzzaman urged the stu-
dent community to move
against terrorism .

Badruddin Umar said that
Golam Azam was a symbol of an
‘ enemy’ so it was the duty of
the people of the country to
launch a vigorous movement

against him.

| Vajiralongkomn
leaves for home

Crown Prince Maha V

for home this
ing President Abdur Rahman
Biswas saw him ofl at the Zia
. International Airport.

services gave the Prince a
guard of honour. He took the
salute and inspected the guard.

The Thai Crown Prince,
while visiting abroad. repre-
sents the king who normally
does not undertake foreign
trips. |
A tiny tot presented the
Prince with bouquet.

A 19-gun salute boomed to
mark the departure of the heir
to the Thai

FPour aircraft nfﬂu*dnh
Air Force escorted the Thai
royal special plane carrying
the Prince up to exit of the
Bangladesh airspace.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman. heads of
diplomatid misstons , high civil
and military officials and Thai
communily members were
present at the airport.

The salient feature of the
That Prince's week-long visit
is his talks with President
Abdur Rahman Biswas and
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Za.

During the talks, Bang-
ladesh showed interest in joint
collaboration in industries,
tourism., agriculture.
planning and rural
velopment.

The Thai Prince appreci-
ated sh's develop-
ment efforts. particularly in
economic fields. and hoped
further expansion of bilateral
cooperation in various seclors.

de-

Trawler collision
leaves three
- missing, 14 hurt

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 21: Three
people were missing and four-
teen others injured when a
engine boat with an-
other and capsized in the river
Jamuna near here this morn-
ing. reports UNB.

The Sirajganj-bound boa
with 17 passengers on
capsized when it was hit by a
mechanized boat coming from
opposite direction. The col-
| lided as visibility became poor
due to dense fog.

UP elections
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Commission. 17.444 candi-
dates, includ 115 women,
are contesting 3.849 posts
of chairman while 1,06.968,
including 1138 female, for
34 801 member posts.

EC statistics show 4.48
candidates contesting on an
average for one post of chair-
man this year against 4.30 in
the previous elections (1988).
For each post of member, the
average number of candidates
is 3.05 against 2.97 in 1988.

A total of 4,95,00.676 per-
sons have been listed as valid
voters for the clections.

Each unfon parishad is the
lowest tier in the elected local
administration, comprises a
chairman and nine members.

Voting at a 19,585 centres
will be conducted by 2,983,979
election officials.

N 1,00,000 security-
men uding members of po-
lice and ansars along with vol-
unteers will be deployed at the
pullln?oﬂ:ntren Besides, re-

rces will also be kept

In l.hc muntqr‘l offshore is-
lands naval personnel will also
be added to the land forces
while army units and paramili-
tary Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
will be put on full alert.

Pre-election violence has
left over a dozen people dead
in different parts of the coun-

The Election Commission
announced a ban on all sorts of
clectioneering 48 hours before
the holding of the election to a
union

According to EC po ar-
rangements voting wil]ul:engl‘tﬂ
as per the following schedule:
On the first day, January 22-
voting will be held in 600
unions, on January 23-53
unions, Jan 25-517 unions,
Jan 26-94 unions, Jan 27-362

nions, Jan 28-20] unions,
Jan 29-310 unions, Jan 30-

171 unions, February 1-408
unions, Feb 2-176 unions. Feb
3-301 unions, Feb 4-160
unions, Feb 5-229 unions and
Feb 6-329 unions.

Four elections to the union
parishads have been held since
the independence of the coun-
try. Those were held in 1973,
+ 1977, 1983 and 1988,
Editorial on Page 4
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The Midnight File

u-'mjrln‘mmmnhﬁﬂhnl 37 government

dead today military
were killed and about

military spokesman said. At least |7 peo-
60 injured in a huge explosion near

an armoury where weapons and ammmunition are stored at an

has decided to reduce immediately its crude pro-

duction by
told the Saudi Press Agency.

100,000 barrels a day, Ofl Minister Hisham Nazaer

Opposition plans bargain
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Workers Party. when con-
tacted, said "before extending
support to the amendment bill
| will ask for su to the
other amendments pending
thetr (BNP) approval.” Menon
added he was awaiting deci-

ston on the bill for mea-
sures against takeover of
porwer. leader of
the p ol CPB

sald "there will have to be a
new package deal on the basis
of declaration by three al-
Hances In exchange for our

:;rrun to the amendment

Te

the news 'not sur-
prising’. Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami leader of

Jamaat parllamentary party
avoided a direct answer and
said ‘Jamaal wants to maintain

AL hopes
UP election
will be fair

Leaders of Bangladesh
Awami League Tuesday ex-
pressed the hope that the
Union Parishad elections
would be held in all fairness w
reflect the aspiratiens of the
people honestly and give
democracy an institutional
shape, reports BSS.

Acting President ol Awami
League and Deputy Leader of
the opposition Abdus Samad
Azad and General Secretary
Begum Sajeda Chowdhury in a
statement in Dhaka Tuesday on
the eve of Union Parishad elec-
tions beginning day said that
the future of largely
depended on holding the
Union Parishad elections
fairly because these glections
played a vital role in forming
the local governments.

The Awami League leaders
called upon the Election
Commission to play its role

properly in this regard.

They said the people of
the country had achieved the
right of franchise by ousting
the autocratic Ershad govern-
ment through a long struggle
and exercised this right to
vote in February 27 Jatiya

elections.

But they expressed their
dismay that many people had
been killed and injured in
clashes since the Union
Parishad election dates were

a working re with all
parties and to give

and institutional shape this
wurking relationship is impor-
tant.”

Barrister Maudud Ahmed,
leader of the Jatiya par-
Hamentary party said, the
bill be placed and only then we
will decide our course of ac-
thon. "

For creating the post of a
Deputy Prime Minister the
(‘lnmuluthn will have o be

two thirds -
ity. Thl.- ruling party has 170
members. which falls far short
of the number. The
Opposition. altogether., com-
mands a strength of 160
members. In such a situation,
an influential leader of the
ruling party commenied “we
will have o reach an under-
standing with some party be-
fore muvhg lhr -mmdnu-nt

_‘,.._ ‘h : .-
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Asaduzzaman
Khan dead

Asaduzzaman Khan, former
minister and leader of the op-

position in the Jatiya Sangsad,

died in Dhaka - yesterday
evening. He was 75, reports

Asaduzzaman Khan, an emi-
nent lawyer, was the leader ol
the opposition in the erstwhile
East Pakistan Assembly .

He was jute minister after

esh’'s independence
E:;t:tr of the opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad in the late
seventies.

His namaz-e-janaza will be
held at his residence 3/C
Purana Paltan today at 9 in the
morning,

He will be buried at his vil-
lage home in Kishore dis-
trict. Qul Khawani of late
Asaduzzaman Khan will be held

on Friday at his Purana Paltan
residence after Asr prayers,

B won
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Election Commission was de-
termined to hold the Union
Parishad elections in a peace
ful and neutral atmosphere.
He said in view of the bitter
experience of the Union

Parishad clections of 1988 ar-

rangements had been made for
lllg:ed polling spread over
16 ; "

All possible measures have
been taken to keep under
"camplete control” the law and
order which is the prime req-
uisite for a free and fair elec-
tion, he added.

Justice Rouf made it clear
that Election Commission
would not tolerate any violence
during the Union Parishad
polls. The commission would
also not hesitate to conduct
repolling as many times an
necessary if unfairmeans or il-
legal acts were detected at

. he said.

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner listed the steps taken
so far to ensure free and fair
Union Parishad polls and said
the commission while visiting
different parts of the country
had received assurances [rom
all concerned of their all-out

help and cooperation in this

He said in the absence of a
specific law or/ provision to
have control over the officers
involved in conducting the
Union Parishad elections last
time, the control of the
Election Commission over
them was virtually ineffective.

However, Justice Roul

pointed out, during the last

t tolerate

year Election Officers [Special

Fruviuinn] Act had been intro-
duced under which the activi-
ties of all election officers
were being controlled.

He said the commission had
given due importance to the
appropriate training for the
election officers on whose effi-
ciency and adequate knowl-
edge on election laws free and
fair polls largely depended.

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner said the success of

elections also greatly de-
pended on the roles of the
agents and polling agerits of
contesting candidates. There-
fore, he saild. arrangements
had been nnd: for distribution
of a s guide to them so
that they muld perform their
tasks properly.

He underlined the impor-
tance of Unjon Parishad elec-
tions saying that this local body
was the main basis or rural de-
velopment structure. A greater
part of national development
activities centred round the

Union Parishads. he added.
Justice Roufl said Chairmen

and members of four Union

Parishads had already been

elected unop and now
lling will be held in phases
r 3.899 Union Parishads.

He said a total of 17.490
candidates are contesting for
the post of Chairman while
1.07.258 others are running
for the post of member,

The Chief Election Commi-
ssioner sald 19,6856 polling
centres had been set up across
the eountry where three lakh
polling officers would be
€ .



