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Seles struggles to beat Huber |

MELBOURNE,

Jan 2 1: World nu-
mber oné¢ wome-
'n's tennis player
Monica Secles is
on track for.suce-
cssive Australian Open titles
but had to battle to beat
Germany’s tee star Anke
Huber 7-5, 6-3 today lor a
place in the last four, reports
Reuter.

The close quarter-final
match on Centre Court mir-
rored the earlier encounter in
which seventh seeded Ame-
rican Mary-Joe Fernandez woun
through to the semifinals with
a 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) match against
compatriot Amy Frazier.

While Seles had a tough
match against her semifinal
opponent, Spain's Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario had an ecasy
passage when ninth seeded
Swiss Manucla Maleceva-
Fragnicre withdrew after a foot
injury sustained in a doubles
match on Monday.

Secles’ match against an-
other of the women’s game's
hardest hitters opened with
the Yugoslav racing to a 4-1
lead in the first set.

In contrast to last year's
Open quarter-final in which
Huber won only four games,
the 12th-seeded Huber gamely
fought back to level at 5-5. -

Huber later told reperters
she was notl surprised to find
herself trailing so early in the
match.

"It takes a little bit of time

' before are used to her
(Seles) game. It took a lit-
tle while to get going.”" she
said.

However, Seles drew ahead
10 6-5 and then broke Huber's
service to lake the set 7-5in a
game that saw the score

MELBOURNE.
Jan 21 : Mary Joe
Fernandez str-

uggled into the

scmifinals of the

Australfan Open

Tuesday. Arantxa Sanchez
Vicarik; made the same journey

without hitting a ball. reports
AP.

MARY JOE FERNANDEZ

Sceventh seeded Fernandez
deicated unseeded fellow
American Amy Frazster 6-4, 76
(B-8) in the first of the
women s singles valn

Sanchez Vicario, the No. 4
sced from Spain. advanced
when No. 9 Manucla Maleeva-
Fragntere of Switzerland with-
drew with an injury to her
right big toe.

Malceva-Fragnicre suflered
the injury during a doubles
mmtch Monday

it did mot respond (o
treatment and she was forcoed

locked at deuce five times be-
fore Huber double faulted to
lose the game.

Iin the second set Huber
continued to chase every
point, which Huber said was

part of the game plan.
“You have to mix it up and
Ert:ﬂnmtlki.hutﬂ'lvery

because she is so fast.”
she said.

LA _
MONICA SELES

Seles said: “1 think she
(Huber) is hitting the ball very
hard and not making many bad
balls. It was a great match and
a lot of fun.”

The withdrawal of Maleeva-
Fragniere who had sulflered
tendon strain in the big toe of
her right foot sets up the first
encounter in Australia between
Seles and Sanchez Vicario,
who is seeded fourth for the
tournament.

"She's a very tough oppo-
nent and | always have a hard
tough match against her’,

to default. M.. . a-Fragniere
said she still w..~ “I“Ptng and
found it painful 10 wear a ten-
nis shoe.

“I was hoping the trainers
could tape it or do something,
but it's impossible to even
touch it a little bit.” Malecva-

said.

“It's sore and painful. The
doctor prescribed some
painkillers, but | can't even
walk without itmping.”

Maleeva-Fragniere never
had previously defaulted in a
Crand Slam tournament.

Fernandez, a 20-year-old
born in the Dominican Repub-
lic. advance to the Australian

for the third
straight year. was beaten
finalist In 1990 She'albo made
the US Open semis in 1990
and French Open semis in
1989,

The smooth baseliner took
one hour 43 minutes to wear
down her (ragile opponent in
an error-filled contest.

Frazier led 5-2 in the sec-
ond set and 5-2 In the
tiebreaker — but both times
she crumpled undgr pressure.

I started taking more
chanced,” Fernandez sald .

Frazier made a Wwial of 63

‘errors in the match. but

hersell in comtention with an

impressive 16 winners ofl her
double -handed backhand.

Fernandez was the more

troubled by a loe in-
Pt Tt ey poAE e

points more
impressively.

Fernandez made 45 errors,
but kept her nerve late in the

MELBOURNE. Jan 21: John McEnroe is alive and well,
despite all the wild rumours flying around the Australian

glucose solution after his match Sunday
Emilic Sanchez touched off false rumours Monday
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1 must say | don’t enjoy watching® she said. “T'd almost
prefer 1o find out if he won or lost on the
“Because I've never been a tennis player, | find it hard o

get into the game.

Scles said.

Fernandez' win against the
26th-ranked Frazier gave her
the chance of her [first
Australian title, after losing the
1990 final to Stefli Gral and
last year's semifinal to Monica
Seles.

Frazier, who made the most
of her draw alter defending
champion Stefli Gral withdrew
due to lliness on the tourna-
ment's eve, at one s looked
as if she could again benefit
from an opponent's misfor-
tune.

While leading 2-1 in the
first set Fernandez, 20, ranked
seventh, had to request time
for treatment to an injury.

She later told reporters: °|
had jammed my toc and cut
my toe-nail. | got it padded so
that there would be no [riction
and it didn’'t bother me any
more.”

After losing the first set, 6-
4. it seemed as though the
match would go to three sets
when 20-year-old Frazicr had a
5-2 lead in the second set
only to lose the next four

"At five-two down | decided
to become a little more ag-
gressive, return her serve a
ltttle harder and take more
chances,” Fernandez said.

Fernandez said she needed
to be more consistent, despite
her victory. :

"1 still don't play the way |
practise. | am practising well
and being aggressive but when
| get to a it's still hard.
Hopefully it will get better,”
she said.

Fernandez' opponent will be
either third-seeded Gabricla
Sabatini or American tecnager
Jennifer Capriati who play

later today.

Fernandez, Sanchez in semis
ad

nent the
match.

Fernandez scored her third
win in three meetings with
Frazier., who was playing in her

first Grand Slam quarterfinal

was serving for

after benefiting from Stefli
Gral's withdrawal from her
quarter of the draw.

Fernandcz said she was en-

ARANTXA SANCHEZ

ing her tennis. but still
ing to be more ive.

"1 love playing down herc
and as the lournmament Is E
|

!:::'Ir‘ I'm hitting the
. she said.

Navy cagers
retain title
Sports Reporter

National champions

lease
The champions held the
first session 30-24.

Gencral Mahmudul
Hassan. the Chittagong Area
Commander of the Army. wit-
nessed the final as chiefl guest

and Sarwar Murshed of
Agrani Krira
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Suzanne Lenglen

is Seles’ model

MELBOURNE. Jan 21:
Monica Seles dreams of
going back in time to trade
volleys with 1920’s French
tennis great Suzanne
Lenglen, reports AFP.

Always one with a
colourful turn of phrase,
high-voltage Seles
describes Lenglen as * The
Michael Jordan of women's
tennis,” comparing her to
the modern day US
basketball star.

The world number one
was asked aqfter bealing
Anke Huper in Tuesday's
quarter-finals of the
Australian Open  which

go back to whichever era to
play tennis that would be i,
to play against Suzanne
Lenglen,” said Seles.

‘She had volleys that I
would love to have. | always

she was the Michael
Jordan of women's tennis.

* You loock at the
pictures, how she volleyed
and she could leap and fly.

*"When Ted Tinling
would tell me different
stories it made me Jeel like
I knew her more than
reading books about her. So
that's the player | admire
most, even. though | never
saw her play.” said 18-year-
old Seles.

Lenglen won the first of
her six Wimbledon singles
titles in 1919, and the first
of six French titles the
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Samaranch's worry

MADRID. Jan 21 : Juan
Antonio Samaranch. president
of the International Olympic
Committee, sald on Monday he
was worried about security at
the Barcelona Olympic Games
in July after a spate of ETA
shootings, rcports Reuter.

"We're deeply worrted — to
the extent that | had an inter-
view with the interior minister
to say that we were willing to
do anything we could 10 help.”
Samaranch told Spanish radio

Basque separatist guerillas
of the ETA (Basque homeland
and freedom) group have shot
dead three servicemen at
puint-blank range in Barcelona
in the past two weeks. Two
people were shot in other at-
tacks last week.

Skah wins race

SEVILLE, Spain. Jan 21:
Khalid Skah of Mormcco. the
double world champion, won
the i0th [talica cruoss country
here on Sunday, staving ofl a
strong Kenyan challenge. re-

Pt AFP.

Sport .
“J.P.McEnroe Memorial Oper/ |

MELBOURNE,
Jan 21 : It's alrea-
dy being called
the J P McEnroe
Memorial Open.

And if the gr-
eal veteran goes on to win his
eighth Grand Slam titlc the
city of Melbourne will probably

ut a plagque on the site where
dramatically collapsed aller
his epic five-setter against
Spain's Emilio Sanchez.

McEnroe, 32, having also
disposed of the world number
three Boris Becker in a re-
markable three sets. now
mects Wayne Ferreira, 12
years his junior and in his first
Grand Slam r-final. on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

"He's a young kid who
doesn't know the word fear
right now and hopefully he’ll
start to feel it." the 28th
ranked McEnroe said after
Sunday's marathon against the
13th seeded Sanchez.

The unseeded American
had already enough with
his brilliant over an angry.
frustrated Becker to earn the
crowd's forgiveness for his
dismissal in disgrace from the
Australian Open in 1990 for
repeated misbehaviour in a
fourth round tie.

In the match against
Sanchez played in stifling heat,
the left-hander somehow pro-
duced one of the game's clas-
sic encounters, a match that
ebbed and flowed for four
hours 41 minutes climaxing in
an nine-match points.

The ageing New Yorker
drew on the reserves that
mark great players in any sport
to win on his own sixth match
point with a rifled forchand
down the line which left the
Spaniard stranded.

Exhausted, the two men
embraced at the net and to a
long standing ovation from the
15.000 Centre-Court crowad,
they walked off arm in arm.

Sanchez was gracious in de-
feat and praised McEnroe's
impeccable manners.

"1 think il he behaves like
he did today it is great for
sports. Usually he doesn’t have
such a good image because he
gets very angry with the other
players.” Sanchez said.

And it was the nice-guy
McEnroe who saw the em-
brace and the consoling words
at the end of the match as an
appropriate occasfon to bury
the hatchet

“In the past there has been
some misunderstanding be-
tween us”. he said. "The best
part was that we played tennis
and didn’t get tnvoived in any-
thing besides playing great
lennis.”

McEnroe's new control was

never more in evidence than
on his third match point
which Sanchez saved with an
acc that looked out

McEnroe pointed to the
spol with his racket, gritted

his teeth and without a word

carried on. Sanchez later con-

firmed the service was wide.
"At that point I'd gone so far

JOHN McENROE

to blow it would have been a
big disappointment . . . and |
really didn’t have the energy to
be perfectly honest to get in-
volved in it", McEnroe said.

He said he had made a
conscious effort to avoid any
dissent over line calls. " just
kept my mind on the job and
let the crowd go crazy.” he
said after the Becker match.

But despite the change in
behaviour, controversy contin-
ues to stalk McEnroe and his
intravenous treatment for ex-
haustion after the Sanchez
match has sparked debate over
the dangers involved.

The risks of receiving fluids
to overcome gdehydration were
minimal. according to the As-
sociation of Tournament Pro-
fessionals (ATP) trainer, Rob
Hanna.

But he said the drip was
used at the insistence of
McEnroe's handlers and
against medical advice.

"1 think it was really for his
gencral feeling. . . probably as
much psychological as any-
thing else.” Hanna said.

McEnroe himself was relac-
tant to talk about his treatment
in his post-match news con-
ference.

"It's nothing I'd particularly
want to tell you aboutl. every-
thing's fine though. | feel okay
now,” he said. "1 just don't feel
like making a big deal out of it
— | prefer to just keecp it
quiet.”

The use of the drip is be-
coming more routine in the
United States — Jimmy Con-

TOKYO. Jan 21
All-England cha-
mpions Susi Sus-

.4

anti and Ardy

Wiranata don’'t

= want to say it alo-

ud, but their ambition Is to
rewrile Indonesian sports

history by striking gold when
badminton makes iis Olympic
debut in Barcelona. reports
AFP,

Indonesta came of Olympic
age when Lilles Handayani,
Nurfitriyana Saiman and
Kusuma Wardhan! took silver
in the women's team archery
in 1988 — the country's first
medal since debuting at
Helsinki in 1962,

But more medals are likely
o come Indonesia's way in
Barcelona via their talented
cast of badminton players.

“I hope to win the Ifold
medal in the Olympics. ['ll try
o do my best,” Wiranata said
after retaining his men's sin-
gles title Sunday at the
} 10,000-dollar Japan Op;:
championships by beating
current world champion, Zhao
Janhua of China, 10-18, 15-
11, 15-4.

it was Wiranata's second
consecutlive defeat of Zhao,

who along with Wu Wenkai. '

also of China, Rashid Sidek and

Foo Kok-Keong of Malaysia and
Poul-Erik Hoyer-Larsen ol

| Denmark he names as the

main obstacles to an Olympic

Cold.
Susantl, winner of cight t-

Indonesia e-ye blympic gold -

Ues last season, thrashed Chin-
ese challenger Ye Zhaoying 11-
2 11-0 to become the first
non-Chinese player to win the
Japan Open women's singles.

Susanti is almost certain to
qualify for Barcelona as she is
ranked sccond on the latest
International Badminton Fede-
ration (IBF) computer list.

Nicknamed “Srikandi” after
a mythical heroine said to fear
no one. Susanlti became
Indonesta’'s first female shut-
tler to win the All-England
trophy in 1990.

She made it a Wembley
double with Wiranata last year
as Indonesia claimed both sin-
gles titles for the first time in
the 90-year history of the
world's most famous badmin-
ton ournmament.

“Susi is always full of confi-
dence when she out onto
court. She has never played a
match without it." said her
coach. Liong Chimshia.

Susant] is expected o face
ficree challenges from China’s
Tang Jihuong and Huang Hua
and South Korea's Lee Heung-
Soon and Bang Soo-Hyun.

But with a 6-3 win-loss
record against Huang and 5-6
against Tang and never
kst to the Korcans —
she had to save two matc

"1 am steadier in my plan
and mentally than be-

'-..

of the school are also seen.

Aul Hagq, Chairman of Viquarunnessa Noon Se
Secretary, Foo, giving away prizes at the annual sports
Principal of the Rawalpindi Viguarunnessa Noon Sch

meet held :
ool. and Begum Hamida Ali, Principal

fore. | have a bit of advantage
over the Koreans mentally.”
said the dndonesian, who has a
5-0 record against Lee.

For Wiranata, the route 1o
Barcelona is slightly trickier.

L

To represent Indonesia. he
must overcome his equally
strong teammates — Kusuma,
Bambang Suprianto, Joko
Suprianto, Hermawan Susanto,
Fung Permadi, Eddy Kurni-
Kurniawan —

Countries ranked in the
world's top eight can send a
maximum of three competitors
for any one badminton event in
the .

I.n-er—lmw countiries can
send TWo.

_______

governing body and
. Ms Omar Banu,

ollege

|

nors for example had intra-
venous treatment of a rehydra-
tion solution after at least one
of his US Open matches last

Israel's top player Amos
Mansdorf, who won his first
ever berth in a Grand Slam
guarter-final seemed 1o speak
for a number of the players
when he said he did not think
the drﬂw unfair.

“1 think it's unfair we have
to play five sets in these condi-
tions,” Mansdor{ said.

Mansdorf, who plays rising
star Richard Krajicek of the
Netherlands for a place in the

semifinals had said he had not
inspiration from McEnroc's
rmc against Sanchez when he
clt fll from the heat in the
second set.

"I said to myselfl how can
you do well if you don't keep
fighting like them. So | kept
pushing mysell.” he told re-
porters.

Now that McEnroe has got
what he called a big monkey
off my back — it was his first
win over a top five players
since June 1989 his thoughts
of retirement turn on’ going
out with one more Grand Slam
title under his belL

“To win a Grand Slam once
more before | stop playing
would be unbel le. To go
out on a note like that it would
be the ultimate.” MecEnroe
said.

The new McEnroe. who has
never won an Australian i
would certainly please his
lawyer father.

"My father always told mc
that if | didn't question calls |

Ty Theilg Mar 1T
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Sievinen's third

swimming mark
HELSINKI, Jan 21 ::
Finland's Jani Sievinen broke |
his third record in three days
when he swam to a new
European mark of 53.26 sec-
onds in the opening leg of a
men's 4x100 metre short
course medley at the Finnish

indoor championships on
Sunday, organiscrs said.

JANI SIEVINEN

Sievinen beal the previous
record of 53.86 seconds set by
Franck Schoot of France in
Paris last month.

Sievinen. 17, set a new
world record of 1:57.19 for the
200 metre individual mediey

on Friday and, on Saturday,

swam o a new European

‘record of - 4:11.86 in the 400

would be a better player.” he | metres mediey.

said.
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Today's Cryptoquip clue: Q equals G
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in whith one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, It

will equal O the puzzle. letters, short
words and words using an ve you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial errof.



