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HE United Nations Ch-

the time has come for the
world to recommit itsell to
meeting basic human needs
a new world or-
der which will reflect man-
kind's brightest hopes rather
than its darikest fears.”

g

poverty is far from being a lost
cause, says the report. "We
have trave three

The ones who are being
most shamefully failed by the
present world order. says
"UNICEF's Executive Director
James Grant. are the quarter

Poverty Traps 550 Million

HE fgures are stark.
Owver 5560 million rural
women Iin developing
countries now live in chronic
poverty, 50% more than 20
years ago. Of these, according
to a recent analysis by the
international Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD), 363
million live in Asia. 130
mgpillion in sub-Saharan Alfrica,
43 milllon in Latin America
and the Caribbean, and 18
million in the Near East and
North Africa. The increase in
for women has come
despite the economic gains
made by many developing
countries over the past two
decades, showing that poor
rural women are the most
vulnerable group in the world.
"These women.” to [IFAD
President ldriss Jazairy. "are
caught in a downward s of
poverty. Poverty |s rcing
them to work even harder to
provide for their families. but
they just keep getting poorer
because of forces outside their
control.” These forces inciude
inequitable access to basic re-
sources such as land, agricul-
tural tnputs. credit and exten-
sion services, accelerating en-
vironmental degradation in
many regions, increased male
migration from the country-
side to the cities, and the ncg-
ative effects of some structural

adjustment programimes.
Correcting a False
Picture

Poor though they may be. it
would be a mistake to view
these women simply as a social
burden, or as people in need of
charity. Rural women make vi-
tal mum-.:dm welfare
of their families compmuni-
ties as producers of food and
income, and they have the po-
tential for contributing even
more. Most are farmers who
work 14 to 17-hour days in the
fields and at home. According
to an IFAD survey of 114 de-
veloping countries, 67% of ru-
ral women are engaged in

re. In Alfrica, women
produce dn estimated 70% of
the continent's food, and 55%
of the food grown in the devel-
ing world as a whole. And
poorer the household and
country, the more hours
women work and the mere
t their contributions.

Once this fact is recog-
nized, once ‘poor rural women
are seen for what they are — an
invaluable asset for the house-
hold. the community and the
nation — then they’ can be
helped to become even more

uctive. The beneficial ef-

of in their pro-

ductive potential will be felt

directly by their families in the

health, education and welfare

of their children, but they do
not stop there.

With women growing more
food and earning more in-
come, the demand for goods
and services will grow, a cata-
lyst for a more vigorous, self-
reliant rural and national
economy. With women employ-

ing more efficient farming
methods and . the
_ natural resource base on which
the lives of future generations
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A New Order for Children

week and the mil-
who survive into a
malnutrition and
nt il health.

"This not a tt.:dr-lamd
tragedy or an impending cri-
sis”, says Orant. "It happened

1
1

The most obvious sign of

thﬂru-r'bruyﬂ;lu con
ve of the World Summit
for C

Ministers in history.
met to discuss the
lems of world's chil-
ren. The outcome was an
agreed programme for, among
other things, preventing 4
million child deaths a year.
ending mass malnutrition,
eradicating polio, and ensuring
clean water, family planning
services, and basic education

for all. Fio i
“The emergence of such an
agreement, at a time when the
existing world order is rapidly
changing”. says Grant. "'means
that there is a better
chance than Mrul:hm of
finding a place on world's
agenda for the rights

. of children and for meetin

the minimum needs of al
families.”

Immunization
The setting of such ambi-
tious targets was prompted by

the growing realization that
the world now has both the
low-cost means and the out
reach capacity to achieve dra
matic gains in children's well
being.

The most convincing
demonstration of that potential
has been the successful at-
tempt to reach B0% immu-
nization coverage by the end ol

were reaching barely 10% of
the developing world's chil-
dren. Today. immunization s
saving the lives of over 3 mil-
lion children a yecar and pro-
tecting many milllons more

against infection and malnutr-
thon

‘Such programmes also
help to slow population
growth”, says UNICEF. "bec-
ause parental confidence In

Promising smiles for the next century

Rural Women

demnd can be conserved and

Ending Traditional

Too often, developing pro-

cts and programmes have
Eypu.-ed rural women. either
out of ignorance of the role
they play or on the faulty as-
sumption that aid to men will
automatically benefit wom-
en.This [aflure is sometimes
painfully obvious. For example,
a project provides households
with animal traction and
transport, but women in these
same households often con-
tinue to cultivate their fields
with hand hoes and hou-
scholds often continue to
cultivate their fields with hand
hoes and carry their produce
to market on their heads. The
introduction -of mechantzation
may ecase men's sofl prepara-
tion tasks and extend the
acreage of cultivable land, but
it can also increase women's
weeding harvesting and crop
processing chores.

In many regions of the de-
veloping world male migration
to urban centres is placing
heavier burdens and greater
responsibilities on rural wo-
men, a growing number of
whom are de facto heads of
household and so full-fledged
farmers in their own right.
The rural exodus of men tends
to increase most rapidly in
those regions where d ts,
erosion and de[nmuﬂum:ﬁw
sapped the productivity of
agriculture.

Thus women often alone
face the challenges of provid-
ing food and other basic ne-
cessities for their families. In
fact, they also face more
formidable obstacles than men
do. Law or custom may deny
them legal rights to land. In
Honduras, for example, only
3% of those who benefited
from agrarian land reform
were women. The correspond-
ing re in Peru is 5%, while
in it is just over 119%.
This lack of ownership is a
major reason why banks often
refuse rural women credit, be-
lieving them to be poor risks.
The result is that they are cut
off from this important source
of funds, to invest in improve-
ments. For instance, only 129%
of loans disbursed through na-
tion-wide programmes Iin

Brazil have gone to women.
In many countries. women
are trapped in cultural pat-
terns that exclude them from
the training and services they
need. llliteracy among rural
women is, overall, 21% higher
then among men. Agricultural
extension services have tradi-
tionally been stafled by males
and geared solely or primari
toward men : only 11% of all
extension stafl in Alrica are
women. and less than 15% are
women in Asia and Latin
America. Where tradition re-
stricts women's contracts with
men outside the immediate
family, women are effectively
barred form technical assis-
tance and improved technolo-

'ﬁmmw

When it was founded in
1977. the International Fund
for Agricultural Development
had a single mandate : to assist
the rural poor in the world's
poorest countries to improve
their nutritional and living
standards. It has done this
through designing and financ-
ing 302 projects in 93 coun-
tries that are creating some
2.5 million jobs and increased
global food production by 29
million tons annually, enough
to feed 180 million people,
almost a fifth of the world's
poorest people. And_this at an
average cost of only USD 14
per person. L

IFAD has been able to
achieve this record of success
by actively involving the rural
poor in their own develop-
ment. This means listening to
their needs. building on their
knowledge and rekindling tra-
ditional ltvelihoods and land
management practices.

[FAD has found that loans of
as little as USD 50 have been
enough to start a women on
the road out of poverty.
Experience has proved that
poor rural women are credit-
worthy. The rate of repayment
by women borrowers in the
Production Credit for Rural
Women Project in Nepal for
example has been 9§%!. This is
a rate 20% higher farm
credit repayment in y in-
dustrialized nations.

Women use their loans for a
wide range of purposes. Some,

‘buy seeds, fertilizers, tools and

other inputs to Increase har-
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Experimenting with growing of vegetables in the east.

vests. Many invest in small
livestock. Others purchase

" equipment and materials for

food processing or coltage in-
dustrics likc weaving or bas-
ketmaking, while still others
use their funds to set up trad

ing or community services. In
all cases, the aim is to grow

more food or earn morc in-

come.

But assistance does not stop
with credit. The right exten-
sion services and technological
information, are keys to the
advancement of poor rural
women. This often involves re-
aruiting and training female
extension stafl — something a
number of IFAD projects have
accomplished. Literacy pro-
grammes, training in nutrition
and child care. and the forma-
tion of self-help groups all
provide women with vital sup-
port. The introduction of fuel-
efficient stoves, planting of fu-
elwood trees the construc-
tion of village water supplies
significantly reduce women's
drudgery and give them more
time for productive tasks.

Economic
Advancement

As an important part of fis
continuing effort to bring rural
women into the mainstream of
development, the Fund orga-
nized a series of four regional
consultations on the Economic
Advancement of Rural Women.
These meetings — in Cyprus
for the Near East, North and
Anglophone Africa. in Cosla
Rica for Latin America and the
Caribbean, in Senegal for
Francophone Africa and in
Malaysia for Asia and the
Pacific — have brought experts
together to discuss the issue
and share experiences, both
faflures and successes.

In October 1991, an
International Consultation re-
viewed and finalized the find-
ings of the Regional
Consultations. A Summit on
the Economic Advancement of
Rural Women will be held omr
25-26 February 1992 in the
Palais des Nations in Geneva
under the High Patronage of
Queen Fabiola of the Belgians.
A number of wives of Heads of
State or Government of the
developing world : Mrs Ana
Milena Munoz de Gaviria, of
Colombia; Mrs Suzanne
Mubarak, of Egypt: Dato Seri
Datin Paduka Dr Sid Hasmah,
Bte Haji Mohammed All, of
Malaysia: Mrs Maryam I
Babangida, of Nigeria; Mrs
Elisabeth Diouf, of Sencgal;
and Mrs Semra Ozal, of Turkey
have inspired the organization
of the Summit. The Summit
will bring together women
leaders from around the globe.

"This {important event”,
IFAD's President observes,
"will focus international atten-
tion on both the plight and po-
tential of the developing

‘world’s 550 million poor rural

women. It will produece an
agenda for action in the com-
ing years — action that, [ car-
ried out with determination
and collaboration at all levels,
will be a major step in the cru-
clal ight against poverty and
hunger.” — (IFAD)

the health and survival of
children s vital o lamily plan
ning efforts.”

Skewed

It s still oo early W0 el
whether the new commit-
menis made at the World
Summit for Children are real
or rhetorical. The 159 nations
represented agreed to draw
up. within one year, national
an- for achieving the new

ANGLADESI | conunucd
to demonstrale its det
crminalion o enter Lhe
mainsircam of intcrnational
trade through s conscoutive
presence al ANUGA, the
biennial world food falr in
Cologne Lhat bri-ngs logether
a dazzling palclic of food and
food products from all corners
of the world and scls new
trends in corss-cultural foad
trade. The event also scis the
| stage for Dbilatcral and
multflaicral ncgotlations of a
magnitude that can makce all
the diffcrence Lo the short and
long-lecrm  prospect of a
commodity or product in the
exporting country.

The Bangladcshi pavilion
was a compesile prescnlation
by five ics whose prod-
ucts included frozen scalood.
[reshwuter fish, tea, coflec,
canned fruit juices and spices.
Organisedq by tLhc Export
Promotion Burcau, Dhaka. the
national presence served Lo
point o the cflort of the
Bangladcshi food and pro-
cesscd food scclor Lo adapl o
the consumer preferences of
the Europcan buyer. Each par-

ticipation at Lhe. food fair
helped 1o bring Lhe cxporters

gpals by the year 2000, So far,
over 60 nations have com
pleted such plans and that
number is expectied o rise to
over 100 by early 1992 Some.
like Mexico, have already be-
gun o move; President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari has insu
tuted a six-monthly cabinet
meeting (0 review progress
lowards the goals and ap

ved a 40% increase in the

get of PRONASOL, the gov-

Photo | Jorgan Schytte

ernment programme which
aims 1o basic services
to the poorest fifth of Mexico s
people and which has recetved
81.7 bilhon in 199] — over %
of the government's total social
expenditure,

As agreed at the Summit,
some industrialized nations
have also been reviewing aid
programmes to seec how they
can promote progress lowards
the new goals. "The public in
the industrialized world has
long believed that the great
majority of the aid it gives o
the developing world is spent
on directly meeting the basic
needs of the poor”. sayd Grant.
"whereas in fact only a tiny
percentage is used for that
purpose.”

Only about 1% of aid
goes to the primary health
care systems which could pre-
venl or treat BO% of the dis-
ease and malnutrition in the
developing world. Only about
1% goes to family planning
services. And less than [|%

goes o primary education

The same distortion can be
seen in spending patterns
within the developing world
itnell

UNICEF estimates, for
example. that three quarters of

all health budgets go to urban
hospitals. usually serving only
a small minority of the popula-
tion

According to some est
malces. B0% of the 812 billlon
allocated each year to waler
supply systems In spent on
putting private taps In the
homes of the not so poor and
only 20 is going o the wells
and stand pipes which, with
today's technology. could bring
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clean waler W the very poorest

communities at low

cost.

Spending on education is simi-
larly skewed in lavour of the
few rather than the many.

Finding the funds

Another possible way of
funding progress would be io
allocate a small fraction of mil-

The developt
world's share of 812 o 81
billlon « year could be fond
diverting sbout 10% of fts
tary spending The 96 to §7

could be
only 1% of the rich world's
annual military expenditures.

ter scale
under

Cuts on a much
than this are a

in many nations, says UNICEF,

"but what is missing is any co-

herent and agreed plan to link
even a small part of these po-

with the
the devel-

tentially vast
desperate needs

oping world. "

Bangladesh SleadS/

a slep neurer Lo securing a
fnothold tn the Gorman nsarket
and subscquently In the ¢n
larged Eurvpean murket.

Said the Burcau's IDwrocior
A.K.M. Nizamul Alam:. "Wo ar
conslantly upgrading our
producis, packaging and ol
fecting cvuonomics ol scak »o
as o got a [air prce for our
product™. Tea was boing ux-
ported in larger gquantitics Lo
Cermany and a Banghksdceshi
membuership of the Gorman

Tea Council was quite likoly, 1
was undursiovod. The vastly ox
panded Goerman market dud (o
unification was also boing
looked forward to for suitable
explottation as il would ke «
lative and quantitative dil
erence lo Lhe countrys ox

ports, it was pointcd oul.

In the cvent, Bangladeshi
products found good rusponsc
from the trade as was reporicd
by the exhibitors. The national
prescnce and the export clfort
was supporiced by the Goernsan
Agency lor Technical Co-oper-
ation |GTZ). GTZ operales un-
der the motllo "More Trade
Worldwide™ and has boen in-
strumental in promoting trade

at world Food Fair

between industrialisced wid de
veloping counirjes since L
scvinties through its produoc
oriented muarkeiing advisory
scrviees. [ has cnabled  dewd
oping counincs like Bangla
desh (o Intcrnationalise the
range ol thetr expoart products

by assisting Lheir presence in

Gornsan trinde ladrs.

Understandably, the [ood
fadr also locused on Germuany as
a [ree trading partner. Goerman
Fedoral Chancellor Helmut
Kohl touched on this aspoct
dunng his inauguritl addross at
the fair by staling that as onc
ol the largest trading nations
of the world, Germany had a
spuocial inlcrest in open world
markets. [le sircssed that
Germany would contlinue Lo
give its partners in the Third
World the opportunily to carn
thaeir won revenuces to support

their development in falr
Lradc.
Statistics also refllecied

Germany s slance. With import
and cxport performances of
DM 59 billion and DM 31 bil-
lion respectively tn 1990,
Germany was among Lhe
world s lcading food exporters
and the world's largest im-

poricr ol lood products, ahcad
of Jupan, the USA and lLaly.
ANUGA also saw 1he presence
of some 100 exhibitors from
the new Gorman foderal states,
showing a rcrnarkable sense of
rcalism in coming to grips
with murkct forces on the ba-
sis of quality, suftability and
compelilivencss.

* international ramifica-
tlons of ANUGA have turned
the event into an indispensable
avenue for the world's food
produccrs to congregale In

- Cologne once a ycar and Llake

stock of some of the most
compelitive products emeryg-
ing from the world's increas-
ing lvod produce. This ycar
saw sonwe 6000 exhibilors
from over 90 countrics slage a
spectacular  display of count-
luss varicties ol dairy and meat
pruducts, dried fruils, canncd
and [rozcn marine products,
beverages, cthnic specialitics,
vegelables, (resh fruits and
fruit julces, cercals and many
morc. Indeed, there were
more than 200 variclics of
cheese and 400 qualities ol
wine, for instance, 1o tcase the
palate of the bewildered con-
SUImCT. 2 :
Inter Nations Born

I HAT does the face of a
hun and crying
child in a distant

Asian country mean (o you? Or

the forlorn looks of an

unemployed youth? Or the
picture of teeming masses Hv-
ing a bare subsistence’ with
little or nothing to look for-

ward to? Does poverty seem a

reflection of some [far-off

planet in transition? These
and other multiplying ques-
tions about what was com-

monly bracketed as the Third
World were sought to be an-
swered through a high-pow-
ered information campaign for
the benefit of the German ciu-
zens who, perhaps, were not
fully cognisant of the fact that
rising poverty in developing
munfrlu wur-hu of immedi-
ate concern to the Germans,

The campaign, organised by

for Economic Co-operation
(BMZ), permeated the German
consciousness through the
length and breadth of the
country through a month-long
'Info-Mobile' on wheels, touch-
Eﬂﬂﬂiﬁulﬂﬂl 16 German
cral states.

The BMZ-inspired informa-
| ton was both timely
and fficant in that it was
held at a ime when the prob-
lems besetting post-German
unification tended to preoc-

the German Federal Ministry’

cupy most Germans and jssues
confronting their brethren
clsewhere had little appeal for
the moment. The country-wide
‘Info Tour. as it was called.
also brought some one hun-
dred organisations and initia-

tives from the areas of devel-
opment assistance and the
environment. from state gov-

emments. and city councils
together in a comprehensive
programme that underlined

the message that with world-

from the press, radio and tele-
vision that, through their
"extraordinary quality”, had
promoted an awarcness amo

the German public of the need
for co-operation as partners

" between industrialised and de-

veloping countries. This year
saw the s go to six jour-
nalists for their distinguished
work in the arcas of population
cxplosion, problems of urbani-

sation, environmental protec-
tion, drug addiction. a.ntj social

wide refugec movements turn-
ing the wheel ol poverty to-
wards the North, unbridled
environmental destruction,
and belligerence among states,
no one could retreat to an is-
land of prosperity. The ‘Info
Tour forcefully projected the
o t of 'One World', stress-
ing the interrelationship be-
tween the North and the
South, especially in the field of
environment. :

The conclusion of the ‘Info
Tour' fittingly took place in the
federal capital Bonn, with a
ceremony where prizes [or
outstanding work in
"Journalism in Development
Policy” were awarded to the
winners at the hands of
German Federal President
Richard von Weizsaecker. The
*Journalists’ Prize for”
Development Pol was insti-
tuted in 1975 with the objec-
tive of rewarding contributions

problems in the Third World.
Co-responsibility for the
‘One World' has been exempli-
fied through 40 years of
German development co-op-
eration that initiated its good
work in 1952 with the first
German contribution to the
United Nations prucFramm:
towards economic .develop-
ment of Third World countries.

Today, its record slands at a
otal of DM 3356 billon in aid
for developing couniries
around the world, incorporat-
ing both financial and techni-
cal co-operation. In 1990
alone, the BMZ committed DM
10.3 billlon for development
assistance that included cred-
its, grants, humanitarian aid.
and allocations for non gov
ernmental organisations in the
arca of development eo-opera-
tion.

North-South relations

also found DM 1.2 billion

' Responsibility For the 'One World’
Highlighted in German ‘Info’ Tour

channelised as donations an-
nually to private and church

organisations.

The constellation of Asian
countries on the global eco-
nomic scene has found
German development co-op-
eration contributing to an im-
pressive transformation of the -
economies, :;l:h plﬂ.ll:l.lll.::
em Is on expansion o
inl'rf:t:.mmnd facilities such as
in the energy, transport and

-Month-long educational campaign on wheels through 60 cities in all 16 fedefaf states
-Perspective on rising poverty in developing worlds
-German development aid for Asia crosses DM 47 4 bn

telecommunications sectors.
In the process, the combat
with poverty has been miti-
gated, 1f not eliminated.
German development co-op-
eration will make its own con-

tribution to the World Bank-
assisted scheme that expects
to see a reduction in absolate
poverty to the extent of 200
million poor in the world by
the year 2000.

Whether it was
Malaysia, Thailand, Seuth
Korea or Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Nepal. tan and
and the Philippines or the
giants India and China.
German policy has adapted it-
sell to the emerging needs.
German aid to Asian countries
crossed DM 47.4 billion last

yCar.

[ Inter Nationes Bonn)




