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For unavuidable reasons.
our regular feature ‘Dhaka
Day Day’ has been
dropped today. We regret
the ineonvenience caused
to our readers.
' —Editor.
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&
JS session today
The winter session of the
Parliament resumes today

(Wednesday) at 3 pm. The ses-

sion was adjourned last

Thursday, reports UNB.

ALPP meet
tomormow -

A meeting of Awami League
Parliamentary Party will be
held on Thursday at 11 am at
the conference room of the
Leader of the Opposition. a
party press release said. Chicl
Whip of the Opposition
Mohammad Nasim has re-
quested all members to attend
‘the meeting. reports BSS.

UP election
control room

A control room has been

opened at the arters to
collect the news of law and
order situation on Union
Parishad elections. The santrol
room will remain open fidia 6
am 1o 12 pm (except Friday)
till February 6. reports BSS,

RMP from July
RAJSHAHI, Jan 2] : Home

. Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury announced here

today that Rajshahi would have
metropolitan police from Ju)
next, reports. BSS. ;

" Indian HC

The Indian High Commision
in Dhaka will not hold a recep-
tion on the occasfon of India's
Republic Day on January 26 in
view of austerity measures
adopted by the Indtan govern-
ment. a High Commission
press release said. The same
will also apply to the Indian
diplomatic ts at Chittagon
and quhnl'ﬂm . o

in Sherpur

SHERPUR. Jan 21 : A wild-
cal transport sirike began in
the district today protesting
damage to* minfbuses by a
group of "angry students.

| Natore Cabinet me
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NATORE. Jan 21: The
special Cabinet meeting held
at the 'Uttara Ganobhaban' to-
day with Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in the
chair decided to take up sev-
cral development projects in
the country’s northern region
for its overall soclo-economic
uplift, reports BSS.

The more than three-hour
long meeting took the decision
to establish heavy industrial
complexes comprising bi-cycle
manufacturing plants, agricul-
tural machinery and equip-
ment manufacturing plants
and and work-
shop at Chhalpukuria near
Bogra - Shantahar road.

The Cabinet also decided to
sel up’a silk industrial estate
in Rajshahi and stressed the
need setting up more sugar
mills in the northern region.

It was the first Cabinet

meeting held at the Uttara
Ganobhaban by the democratic
government since it eame o
mlt was also the second

as late presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman held the
first one on November 17,
1980.

The late President held
Cabinet meetings in Sylhet,
C Dinajpur, Khulna |

,» Patuakhali, Kushtia.
Faridpur, Rajshahi and Natore,
The last Cabinet meeting

over by late president

Zia outside Dhaka was held in
on May 1, 198].

The special Cabinet meet-
ing today also decided to ex-
amine the possibility of setting
up another export processing
zone al .

The Cabinet gave top prior-
ity to the construction of
Jamuna multipurpose bridge
for rapid development of Lhe
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eting takes 10 major decisions

Tuition free for gir
upto Class Eight

northern region. The meeting
was informed that the con-
struction of embankment had

already started for the pur-

pose.

mn: set up a scparate
Bar project authority.
Under this project Taka 367
crore will be t for the de-
velopment of 28 upazilas.

The Cabinet at-
tached high priority to the
Dmpur coalmine and
Maddhapara hard rock pro-
Jects. It hoped that the Asian
Development Bank would pro-
vide assistance to  implement
the projects.

The meecting decided that
bilateral efforis would be made
to mobilise fund to Implement
the projects.

The meeting decided that
a study would be made to solve
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HIlJP’pollsbegintoday'
amid tight security

By Staff Correspondent

The fifth elections to the
country’s grassroots level gov-
ernment bodies — the union

arishads — begin today
Rlndnuday] amidst tight se-
curity.

Voters are more enthusias-
tic and the number of candi-
dates has increased consider-
ably this year than the UP elec-
tions held in 1988,

Polling will be conducted in
600 unions.on the first day.
With a view to controlling law

and arder during polling
the Election  (EC)
1 Raw rpeend Ahy LS Jver

14 days. unilike that in the UP

polls in 1988, all held tn a day.

Beginning today the elec-
tions will continue till February
6 with two Fridays kept as

nun-polling days.

Out of 4,440  union

parishads, polling is being held
to 3.8090 UPs. Voting in four
unjons will not take place as all
the candidates (four chairmen
and 36 members) there have

already been elected unop-

posed,

The wunions are: Charkewa
(Sadar Upazila, Munshigany),
Hatta (Ujirpur Upazila. Bari-
sal). Omarpur (Balaganj Upa-
zila, Sylhet) and Faruka
(Bilaichhari Upazila, Rangsa-
mati]. Besides, 46 chairmen
and 2900 members of different
UPs have also been elected
uncentosied.

Elections to 537 remaining
UPs will be held later as
tenures of some of these
unjons yet to end and court in-
junctions imposed on others.

According to the Election

Sec Page 12 Col 6

'EC won't
tolerate
violence'

The Chiel Election Commi-
ssioner, Justice Mohammad
Abdur Roul, yesterday night
called upon all to extend active
cooperation in holding free,
fair and peaceful Union
Parishad elections upholding
‘at any cost” the example set
up in this regard during the
parliamentary polls last year.

"As active cooperation of
the people is for free,
fair and unquestionable elec-
tions, those involved in the
conducting el polls should

come ..Iitmrd t;u ,ﬁk w*:}‘

for the purpose.” he told the
nation in a radio-television ad-
dress on the eve of the UP
elections beginning today.

Justice Roufl said

See Page 12 Ceal 7
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Ziu presi
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ding over the cabinet meeting at Uttara Ganabhaban, Natore yesterday. — PID photo

Creation of post of Deputy Prime Minister

position plans bargain

By Mahfuz Ullah and Nurul Kabir

Opposition political parties
are contemplating a bargain
with the BNP before extending
support to the constiutional
amendment for creating the
post of Deputy Prime Minister.

The |3th Constitution
(Amendment) Bill. now being
pondered by the ruling party
is expected to be placed before
the House during the current
session to redefine a minister
Article 56 of the Constitution
as, amended by the 12th
amendment does mot include

either the post of- g, Y12

President or a Deputy Prime

Minister.

The creation of the post of
Deputy Prime Minister,
authoritative sources say,
became necessary lo appcase
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury,

Deputy Leader of the House
and his followers HNP lcaders
are finding it difficult to acti-
vate Prol Chowdhury without
giving him 'due honour'. they
added

Such a post is required o
“take care of cerlain conltin-
gencies”. says a minister. who
is a lawyer and an influential
leaa-r of BNP.

When the Prime Minister is
out of the country or upable w
discharge duties for a certain
period someone should be

- Rexl o -tne offiekily o take

over, the minister argued.

A leading lawyer member of
the Awami League. who is also
an MP. told The Dally Star "if
the bill is moved we shall
adopt a give-and-take strat-
egy...to be precise, we would

ask for their (BNP) supporn 1w
the Indemnity Repeal !

Before the ssage of the
lith and 12th Constitution
lamendment] Bills, the Awami
League argued 1o maintain the
post of Deputy Prime Minister
during the de vons of the
commitiee that scrutinised the
amendments.

Prof Chowdhury, in addi-

| Police recover

arms from
Ctg school

CHITTAGONG . Jan 2] . A
special team of port police re-
covered some arms and am-
munftion from Ananda PDazar

ry school at Halishahar
ere last pight . police said to-
day. reports BSS.

The arms and amgwunition
which were found inside the
room of the school included,
one country-made LMG one
pipe-gun, two bayonets and

ton, wanted 10 keep the pro- | eight round of caurtridges.

vision for a vice-president and
threatened to give nate of dis-
sent if his proposals were not
acCupied

down when the party
Secretary General Abdus Salam
Talukder intervened.

Rashed Khan Menon. MP,
and General Secretary of the

See Page 12 Col 7
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Sammilito Sangskritik Jote demonstrated in the
city yesterday demanding trial of Golam Azam.
The Jote members also burnt his effigy on the

occasion,

— Star photo

‘Nation still paying
for amnesty to
war criminals'

By Staff Correspondent

The Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote (SSJ) at a rally yesterday
demanded the trial of Prof
Golam Azam. Amir of Jamaat -¢-
Islami, as a war criminal. The
jote also pledged 10 continue
its movement till he was pun-
ished for what he did. The jote

* said it would go for a bigger

movement from February 8 if
no decistor was taken by the
government about Golam Azam.

The rally held in front of
the National Press Club was
addressed by Mafidul liug,
Nasiruddin Yusul, Ataur
Rahman, Golam Quddus and
Mamunur Rashid with Faiz
Ahmed. Convener of the jote in
the chalir.

Faiz Ahmed said Jamaat-e-
Islami was cons to divide
the nation by fanning up
communalism.

He said the Jamaat 1s an .

anti-liberation force.

Falz Ahmed noted' that the
anti-liberation forces were now
engaged in infiltrating in to
different tiers of the adminis-
tration. ¥ they were not re-
sisted at this moment, it would
be terrible for the nation, he

Mafidul Huq called upan the
people to resist the rise of the
communal forces and said the
nation had suffered a lot for
allowing them to be involved in
polities.

Nasiruddin Yusufl demanded
ban on communal politics and
said that the general amnesty
to the war criminals was a
blunder for which the nation is
sull paying. he added.

<

l

“The Liberation War seems
to be becoming a forgotien
chapter of the fairy tales of
Arabian Nights".

A new. socia-political organ-
isation under the style Amra
Muktfjoddhar Santan (we are
the children of freedom fight-
ers) that was floated yesterday
observed. ‘

Announcing a 3l-member
central executive committee at
a press conference at the
National Press Club. the organ-
Jsers vowed to build up a social
movement o uphold the spirit
and values of the country’'s War
of 1 dence and to resist
the distortion of its history.

By Staff Correspondent

Ehsanul Amin and Abn
Sayeed Al Mahmud -Swapan
have been made president and
general secretary of the body,
respectively. -

Forces of Victory are on the
wane due to conflicts and
clashes of interests among
them. an inaugural statement
read out of the gencral secre-
tary of the organisation said.

We pledge for an objective
presentation of the national
history for the generations to
come through our pro-
grammes, the statement said,
and there is no alternative to
the revival of the spirit of the
independence struggle to

‘Collaborators were right
inside Mujibnagar govt’

combat social and cultural
decadence that has gripped
the nation.

The nation's struggle for
freedom was not confined
within the nine-month
war, rather it was the culmina-
tion of a long-drawn struggle
for emancipation of the
Bengalis.

The organisers demanded
trial of all 'rajakars’ as 'war
criminals’ and expressed their
solidarity with the move for
holding public trial of Golam

Azam on March 26, the
Independence Day.
Conspirators were there

See Page 12 Col |
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Children loite

Our 46 lakh students of the
non-government schools, col-
leges and madrasas are passing
their. class hours playing, gos-
siping and loitering as the in-

Y definite strike by their teach-

ers continued Tuesday.

About 17.213 educational
institutions remained closed as
the government did not take
any step to implement the
non-government teachers ahd
employes’ 15-point charter of
demands even after the fourth
day of their strike. '

The indeflinite stirike was
announced by the Bangladesh
Federation of Teachers' Asso-

B_v,; Masud Arif

ciations (BFTA) at a teachers’
ground rally January 4. .

Earlier, the BFTA and other
related associations had sub-
mitted several memorandums
to the President. Prime Minis-
ter, Education Minister since
August last.

On January 14 the BFTA
submitted its final memoran-
dum to the Speaker, but no
positive result has yet
emerged.

Our 2 lakh 57 thousand
teachers across the country
were continuing their strike in
support of their ongoing
movement.

r as teachers' strike on

Mecantime, the Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar at a special rally in the
first week of January assured
teachers and employees of in-
troducing the ncw payscale for
them eflective from July 1 last
year,

State Minister for Educa-
tion Mohammad Yunus Khan
added that the government
was thinking of forming a
democratic committee for
conducting the Teachers' Wel-
fare Trust. But the government
has yet not given any solution
to the problem, the BFTA
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BNP still non-committal

The Special Parlamentary
Committee on the Indemnity
Ordinanee (Repeal) Bill was
learnt to be facing difficultes
in finalising its report for the
ruling party's indecision, re-
ports UNB. :

Political sources told UNB
yesterday (Tuesday) that fate of
the bill aimed at clearing the
way for trial of the killing of
country’s founding ‘leader
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman now
solely depended on the politd-
cal decision of BNP.

But the BNP high comitnand

is yet to give “green signal” to
the BNP members on the par-
llamentary committee scrutin-
ising the bill,

Competent sources said the
committee had completed
scrutiny of constitutional and
legal points of the bill and
found it all right.

Law Minjster Mirza Golam
Hafiz who heads the 15-mem-
ber committee is learnt to
have consulted some constitu-
tional experts, including for-
mer Chiefl Justige Memaluddin
Hussain and J Debesh

Battacharya. .
The experts are said to have

suggestied that there would not
be any complication if the
Indemnity Ordinance is re-
scinded. The ordinance is a
bad law and it should go,
observed. -y
The Indemnity Ordinance
was promulgated by the then
President Khandker Mush-
taque Ahmed on September
26, 1976, giving immunity to
the killers of Bangabandhu
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman.

The ordinance was later

on Indemnity repeal bill

rutified by the government of
President Zijaur Rahman
through the 6th Constitution
Amendment.

. Some constitutional and le-
gal experts were of the view
that the ordinance could be
repealed by a simple majority
in parliament,

But since it has become
part of the constitution, a
small amendment like "except
the ordinance 50 of 197%"
could be added to paragraph
I8 in the Fourth Schedule of
the Constitution with the sup-

port of two-thirds of MPs.

The Special Parllamentary
Committee was granted two
more weeks on January 15 to
finalise its report on the bill
and place it before the House
for constderation.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
is learnt to have had talks with
BNP policymakers, including
Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
der and Col (Rtd) O Ahmed,
on the question. Azad reques-
ted them o discuss the matter

with their party chief and
come to a final decision.

Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim moved the
Indemnity Ordinance (Repeal)
Bill, 199] on August 8 last year
Just two days after unanimous
adoption of the 12th Consti-
tution Amendment Bill that
revived parllamentary demo-
cracy in the country.

Relfable sources said BNP
negotiators assured their coun-
terparts in the Awami League
of their cooperation in repeal-
inghthr ordinance
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High
‘the spot

Police said that some mis-
creants were using the arms
for dacoity und
T~ fsiennts away
n they
learnt of the arrival of police.

Chandgon police recovered
one SBL, one country-made
LMG, two crackers, two dag-
gers. one VCR |, one TV and
arrested (wo persans from

hﬁ{ﬂmmnjidnm[}cm{n-

Kotwall police recovered
one colour TV. one VCR and
some electronic goods from
Terrlt Bazar area and arrested
three persons in this connec-
tion.

Battered Tongi
station hampers

train movement

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Jan 21: Inter-city
trains had to before get-
ting the go-ahead and proceed
cautiously as the Tongl Junc-
tion station operated Tuesday
uuﬂnder police guard. officials

They said that train move-
ments were delayed because
the station's eperation systems
had been damaged in Monday's
rampage by a mob.

Train movements were be-
ing controlled manually, they
said. It would take one-and-a-
half month to restore the dam-
aged automatic inter-locking
system, said Railway Division
Manager Igbaluddin Chowd-
hury

He said that operating ma-
chines and railway property
worth an estima Taka one
crore and 32 lakhs were dam-
aged by the mob, that attacked
the station angered by the ab-
sence of a shuttle train after
the. Biswa {jtema that cons
°  officials vistted
railway officials vis
’I\w-:[vny while ratlway
police began investigating the
incident.

Workers plan
resistance to
disinvestment

scheme

By Inam Ahmed

The workers and
of three corporations whieh
the government plans to disin-
vest will put up all-out resis-
tance to thwart the disinvest-
ment LLY

Leaders of the Sammilita
Sangram Parishad told this
correspondent they would not
let the authorities hold the
extraordinary general meeting
(ECM) required for the disin-
vestment. The Parishad will
also go for stern actions like
putting up barricades, strikes
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