. and trensfer of technology -
Admiral Frank Kelso, chiel

of US naval operations, will be

one of the main guests atl

india’s Republic Day parade on

Sunday and is to have

talks with political as well as
rs.

Kelso will probably discuss

t naval exercises with his

ndtan counterparts, and the

tions of the US pullout

from {ts huge naval base in the

Philippines at Subic Bay,
said.

India has the biggest navy
among the littoral countries of
the Indian Ocean, and its army
of 1.1 milllon troops is the
worlkd's fourth ;

General Colin Powell,
chairman of the US t chicfs
of stafl, and army of stalf
General Gordon Sullivan are
due to visit India around April.

"India and the United
States are moving towards
opening our forces and de-
fence activities to each other

eeks close milita

as well as having te-ups in
ambitious defence plmh.'
Defence Minister rad
Pawar sald last week.

The Soviet Unton had been
india’'s main arms supplier,
diplomatic ally and key trading

r. but the Soviet col-
has thrown a once-cosy
tonship inte turmoill.

“India wants to move [aster
mal, “the perception of India
is ¢ but it's not like
the US is jumping into bed
with these AII.I."

He said the United States
wanis close links with India's
military to better understand
fts strategic goals in South
Asia, a seething cauldron of
ethnic conllict and local
rebellions., where the lslamic
world meets Hindu India and
communist China.

Defence analysts said India
and the United States share a

Ershads ‘wealth amassiﬁg case

The of the criminal
revision application of the
former President HM Ershad
for staying further
in the tion case in the
divisional special Judge.
Dhaka. continued for the sec-
ond day Monday before a High
Court Division Bench of the
Supreme Court. reports BSS.
court comprised
Justiece Anwarul Hugq
Chowdhury and Justice
Mohammad Abdul Karim.

Attorney General Aminul
Huq opposed the application
that the petition was
filed with an ue motive.
The petition was filed in May,
.1990. But the applicant kept
silence and later withdrew the
petition. If the petition is
treated as withdrawn it cannot
be considered at.this stage as
the pronouncement of date of
judgement is now due.

Aminul Huq also said the
petition was made with an
oblique motive to delay the
pronouncement of trial court

judgement and also frustrate
the whole trial.

The criminal law does not
contemplate adjournment of
the case. Petition for staying

the pronouncement of judge-
ment is neither luua.llug»h nor
maintainable in the eye of law,
The criminal case was filed
earlier and later civil suit was
filed, he said.

He further said that in the
plaint of the civil suit nothing
was mentioned that the money
found in the Sena Bhaban in
fact belonged to the fund of
Jatiya Party. The claim of
money suit has no relevance
with the money which was
exhibited in the criminal case.
So, the application is not sus-
tainable and the stay of the
pronouncement of the judge-
ment will lead to legal compli-
cacy, he added.

Aminul Huq further said
that Ershad did not claim that
the money belonged to him in
his letter from January 1991
to May 7. but he told the inves-
tigation officer that the money
belonged to him. Civil suit
cannot be deposed without the
evidence which has been pro-
duced in the trial court. Before

Petition for staying judgement
not sustainable: AG

the announcement of the
judgement this cannot be
transferred to the civil court
which will create another

licacy in disposing the
case. It is a fabulous petition,
he said.

Earlier Moudud Ahmed,
counsel of the petitoner said
that the divisional special
Judge. Dhaka has erred in law
in not consid that the
criminal case should not pro-
ceed while a civil case s
pending over the same subject
matter in the court of law.

He also said that both the
impunged orders dated
20.3.91 and 11.1.92 passed by
the divisional special judge are
bad in law and liable to be set
aside. The judgement is to be
pronounced today. Attorney
General Aminul Huq. Deputy
Altornies General Hasan Arif
and Amirul Kabir Chowdhury
and Assistant Attorney General
Obaidur Rahman Mostafa ap-
peared for the state. Moudud
Ahmed, Kazi Shahadat Hossain,
Munsur Ali and Sheikh Rezaul
Karim appeared for the peti-
toner.

Accord on transit
facilities with
enclaves extended

The transit arrﬂngennklent
enabling the country o link up
with Dahgram and Angarpota
enclaves has further been
extended up to next March 31,
reports UNB.

The existing arrangement
will expire tomorrow
w :

A Foreign Office spokesman
told UNB Monday that Dhaka

and New Delhi had reached an

understanding on further
extension of the transit
[acilities.

it will now enable

Bangladesh officials to move to
the enclaves for holding
coming Union Parishad
elections due there on
W ;

This will be the third time
that the inhabitants of the
enclaves will exercise their
right of franchise.

Earlier. they got chances to
vote only in the February 27

parliamentary election and in

the referendum on the 12th
Amendment to the
Constitution.

Under an agreement. India

is pledge-bound to transfer
Tinbigha corridor to
Bangladesh to help her
establish link with the two
enclaves. But the handover is

being delayed.

Trawler
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The trawler was carrying
devotees from Bahichar, Brah-
manganj. Narsinghpur and
Pakshimul villages of Sarail
upazila is Brahmanbaria dis-
trict, according to the sur-
vivors.

The passengers of the Nara-
yanganj-bound motor launch
alleged that the pilot of the
watercraft, without any sear-
chlight on board, refused their

to rescue the passengers

of the trawler after the

collision. The pilot of the

launch escaped after reaching
terminal.

Police seized the launch
and high officials of the dis-
trict rushed to the spot.

Trawler passengers said
that among the missing, six
were identified as Satter
Chairman (45). Abdul Hamid
(70), Firoz Mia (55), Yasin (50)
and Yajuddin (40).

Editor : S. M. AH

6 killed in separate
incidents

By Staff Correspondent

Six persons were killed in
separate incidenis in Dhaka
and Mymensingh yesterday.

Of them. five were killed in
the city.

Our DMCH Correspondent
reports: Md. Sirajul Islam, an
accountant of the Sepal
Garments, was seriously in-
jured while returning home
from Gabtali by an autorick-
shaw at around 10 pm.

The autorickshaw was hit by
a speedy truck on Mirpur

- He was brought to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital at
about 11 pm.

Tapan Kumar Chakrabarty
(38] was stabbed seriously by
the muggers near Kallyanpur at
about 6 pm.

He along with his wife, was
attacked by [ive persons with
knife and other weapons. The
muggers also took away a gold
chain, ear-rings and other or-
naments.

A case was filed with
Mirpur Police in this connee-
tion,

In a separate incident Ataur
Rahman (30), a mess supervi-
sor of BKSP skidded off with
his motorcycles while trying to
save a passerby. He died after
being admitted to DMCH.

In another incident an un-
knluwn man (32) was crushed
under train near Cantonment
Rail Gate ori Sunday morning,
His body was hmugl'::;: to DMCH
morgue by Cantonment Police
for autopay.

Our BAU Correspondent re-
ports: One person was killed
and five more were injured
Monday afternoon at the
Dohakhola Union of Gauripur
upazila of Mymensingh when a
truck ran over a electoral pro-
cession of a chairman candi-
date of the forthcoming UP
election.

Ibrahim (35) of the village
Gayeshkhola died on the spot
in the incident. The five in-
jured were taken immediately
to the Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital (MMCH).

The truck driver who re-
mained unidentified managed
to flee away.

The electoral procession
was brought out by the sup-
porters of Abdus Sattar, one of
the chairman candidate of the

‘Executive Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Published

52 Motijheel C/A. Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at

Offset Printing

Dialogue Publications Ltd.,

19 Kazi

Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215. Editorial, News &

Commercial Offices : 28/1,
PABX-

Dhaka-1000. Tel:

Toynbee Circular Road,
246023 —4, 245061—2.

Advertisement : 246023 & Ext. 20. Fax No. 88-02-
._aasm. GPO Box No. 3257. GRAM: DAILY STAR.

DHAKA.

]

by S. M. Ali on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd.,

urdon.

A boy killed and about 30
passengers were injured on
the Dhaka-Mymensingh Hig-
hway at Maraduba when a
Tongi-bound truck collided
with a Mymensingh-bound bus
Sunday at about 8 pm.

The twelve-year boy who
died in the incident remained
unidentified.

Of the injured, ten were
admitted to the Mymensingh
Medical College Hospltal
(MMCH) and the rest were re-
leased after first aid.

Hamidul Huq

laid to rest

By Staff Correspondent

Hamidul Huq Chowdhury.
founder-publisher of The
Bangladesh Observer and
former foreign minster of
erstwhile Pakistan was laid to
rest yesterday.

Chowdhury who died
Saturday was buried at his
family graveyard in village
Ramnagar of Daganbhuiya
upazila in Feni District at 2 pm

lage home from Nirala House,
his residence at the Green
Road in city.

Qil hunting
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December 1987. About 200
barrcls are now being pro-
duced a day at Haripur.

In 1974 . exploration
started only in the offshore
arca divided in to six blocks
which were given to six for-
eign companies, Five of the
companies abandoned their
exploration while another

mm:ny found a gas field at

Later, the government re-
newed the initiative and pre-
pared a model contract for ol
exploration. Ministry sources
said that any company could
take part in oil exploration un-
der this ‘'model contract.’

The foreign companies will
conduct study under the su-
pervision of Bangladesh
authorities. "If oil 1s found, the
companies will extract oil

under production-sharin
basis”. said the sources. '

- "United States of
North Asia'

MOSCOW, Jan 20: Local
newspapers have urged the
Urals, Siberia and Provinces in
the Far East of the Russian
Federation to secede and form
the 'United States of North
Asia,' the Tass news agéncy
reported today. ,

ry ties

about

Che Daily Star ‘_
with Washington

Nuclear Non-Proliferation

- Treaty (NPT). which it says

discriminates in favour of ex-
isting nuclear powers.

Defence analysts and
diplomats say Washi
s lo use carrot in-

creased military cooperation
and future defence equipment
sales to soften the stick it is
wielding to persuade India to
sign the treaty.

The budding Indo-US rela-

row for high-level talks on co-

ing r al the mazar of
uhnlm'ﬁud at Shibpur in
Narsingdi district

Meanwhile . Shaheed Asad |

Parishad ( SAP) started its’ five
-Day discussion -cum-cultural
programme yesterday . A sem-
inar on ‘Shaheed Asad: Mass
Upsurge and the aftermath’
was also held at the teacher
Student Centre [(TSC) semi-
nar room of the DU in the
afternoon .

The seminar was partici-
pated by Prof Kabir
Chowdhury, Prof. Fazlul Karim
. Workers secre-
tary Rashed Menon,
Prof. Wadudur Rahman Mrs.
Saleha Nuruddin and elder
brother of Shaheed Asad
engineer Rashiduzzaman.
Former Chairman of the Dhaka

University Mass
Communication and
Journalism department and

President of the Shaheed Asad
Parishad Dr. Shakhwat Alf
Khan Presided.

Dr. Abul Kasem Fazlul Hagq
read out the key-note paper .

Cumfnrln,g the mass up-
surge of '69 and '90 , the
speakers said that although
their contexts were different
the movement of ‘91 was not
as spontancous as that in '69.

Pref. Kabir Chowdhury said
that we should learn from the
past and In case of a future
upsurge we should be well-
equipped to stage it Prolf'»erlr :

Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon said that
it was our holy duty to provide
the exact history to the new
generation .

Engineer Rashiduzzaman
urged to fulfil the dreams of
Asad and the other martyrs
since the language Movement
of 1952,

On the occasion a discus-
sion was also held at Shaheced
Asad College at Shibpur village
home of Asad . |

Krishak Sramik
Mukil Andolon and Chhatra
Oikya Forum also arranged
similar programmes.

Sea food
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and fishmeal.

The unit will produce 10
tons of surimi and five tons of
fishmeal a day. The production
will stabilise at 30 tons a day

eventually. .

Company sources said Korea
will provide about two million
US dollar while the remaining
value of the investment will be
provided by the local com
in land, factory and trawlers.
Sea Resources Limited has
already a fleet of nine trawlers
to its credit for white fish
catch. It will also add another
six trawlers and three carrier
vessels to its [leet for the
project. |

According to sources, the
potential catch from the Bay of
Bengal could be between
90.000 and 1,20,000 metric
tons while currently different
trawlers and fishi haul
a small proportion. Moreover
most of the haul i{s flushed
back into the sea as they do
not fetch favourable price. To
the contrary the whole of the
catch by Sea Seolim will be
used in the production for
surimi and fishmeal.

The Managing Director of
Sea Resources Limited A Rouf
Chowdhury told this
corres nt that fishing in
the deep sea had been
unprofitable due to price
of diesel. He said that the
pmm export of caich
would the high cost of
rufining the trawlers.

“The liberal iIndustrial
policy of the ernment
contributed s attracting

the Korean investment in the
project,” he sald adding a
s was essenltial
to attract foreign Investment.

forces of the two countries de-
spite a ban on sales of US mili-

tary equipment to Pakistan.
Official sources confirmed

During the last few months.

:
:
g

'AIDS to sweep Asia
like tidal wave'

MANILA, Jan 20: AIDS will
kill 20 milllon people world-
wide by the year 2000 and
could Asia ltke a tidal
wave, the of the United
Nattions Development Progra-
mme (UNDP) warned Y.

Reuter.

UNDP administrator Wil-
lam Draper urged Astan gover-
nments to act to stop “this
disaster” which he said could
jeopardise the economies of
several Asian nations.

Twenty million people will
die in the world because of
AIDS by the 2000... the

hr@.l'nﬂu: threatens
the lives tens of milllons of

Asians”, Draper said In a
speech opening a UNDP re-
gonal meeting attended by de-
velopment experts from 30
Asian nations.

“In this region, AIDS s
spreading at a tragic and po-
tentially catastrophic rate.
putting progress in  human
development at risk”. he said .

An epidemic of Acqured
Immune Deficiency Syndrome
in Asia would be ltke a 'tidal
wave.... that can cover Lhe
whole region in a devastating
way”, he said.

Draper cited Thailand as
among countries with 'a major
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at the station. Officials at the
station told the devolees that
the special train would arrive
at 7.30 pm.

Thus started the
of heated words that finally de-
veloped into a fight.

The crowd injured four
railway policemen, including
the OC (GRP) of Dhaka
Nasiruddin, according to the
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (Railway) Ebadul Islam
Chowdhury. They have been
admitted to Tongl Hospital.

Al lcast 20 people injured
after clashes with police re-
ceived first aid in Tongi

Hospital. Police arrested at
least 10 people from the
sccne.

UNB. adds : Tens of

thousands of Muslim devotees
joined "akheri munajat”™ (the
final prayer) of the Biswa
Ijtema in the industrial town-
ship of Tongi seeking divine
blessings for wellbeing of the
Muslim Ummah,

; Maulana Abdul Aziz, Ameer
ol Bangladesh Tablig Jamaat,
led the mncludln:aprnjrcr of
the three-day Ijtema. rated
world's second largest annual
Muslim congregation after

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas attended the Munajat.
Deputy leader in Parliament Dr
Badrudozza Chowdhyry, State
Minister for Religious Affairs
Prof Abdul Mannan were
among others who also at-
tended the munajat. Deputy
leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad was also seen in
the congregation.

" Ambassadors of a number of

‘Muslim countries were pre-
| sent.

The bank of tiny river Turag
tumed into a vast human sea as
dvotees jamming in buses,

| minibuses, cars, trucks and

three-wheeler rickshaws

Eun.'d into the venue f[rom

Police fire sﬁots

problem’ with AIDS.

More than 400,000
in Thatland are alre in-
fected with the HIV virus,

in three people in
:ru of central Africa are in-
ted with the HIV virus, he
Officials said there were
2.000 reported carriers of the
HIV virus In and the
Philippines. but the real num-
ber was much higher as many
cases weni u .
Since AIDS tends to strike
mpk in the prime ol their
. massive infection in Asia
countries can disrupt devel-
opment programmes and sel
them back years. Draper said.
"I think the problem s a
horrible one”®. he said. He said
one of UNDFP's most important
new initiatives was a regional
programme Lo combat AIDS
"on a wide social and economic
front” through education and
appcals for the population to
practice sale

E

early hours today to Lake part
in the "Akheri Munajat™. The
prayer began at 12.15 pm and
continued till 12.45 pm.

More than 2 million peouple,
including about 7,000 from 65
countries around the world
took part in the Akheri

Devotees from United State,
Britain, France, India. Pakistan
and Russia were among the
foreigners who attended the
three-day congregation.

Tongi. 15 miles from the
capital city, has been the
venue of Biswa ljtema since
carly 1960s.

The entire road comunica-
tion network between capital
Dhaka and Tongi collapsed be-
cause of the streams of people
atiending the congregation.

A group of devotees return-
ing from the congregation
turned violent due 10 absence
of a special shuttle train and
set ablaze the Tongl Railway
Station. Fire Brigade sources
said.

Police fired in the air and
local people armed with sticks
resisted the violent devotees
from destroying the station.

Twentyfive people, includ-
ing five policemen, were in-
jured in the melee. Police ar-
rested eight people from the
scene.

Our Gazipur Correspondent
adds: Over 4,000 participants
of the Bishwa [jtema were at-
tacked by diarrhoeal diseases
on the concluding day of the
three-day Ijtema on Monday.

They were treated at the
camps, set up at the Ijtema
venue by the Red' Crescent
Society. Tongl Hospital. Tongi
Paurashaba and local units of
different political partics.

Besides, 30 of the serfously
sick patients were admitted to
Tongl hospital in last two days.
Four of them were later sh
to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

AL torch procession 1n preparation of
today's hartal in Khulna
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 20: District
and city units of the Awami
ue jointly brought out a
torch procession in the city
this evening in support of to-
morrow's half-day haital called
to protest the Chhatra Dal's al-
leged ransacking of the Awami
League office setting its furni-
ture afire Sunday.

The procession paraded
main streets of the city chant-
ing slogans against the gov-
ermnment terming it as ‘'neo-au-
tocratic’.

The city and district Awami

ue held a rally at Shahid
Hadis Park in the alter noon.
Presided over by Kazi Abdus
Salam. president. District unit

of the Awami e, the rally
was addressed by SK Haroon
Ur-Rashid MP, Talukdar Abdul
Khaleq MP and Salahuddin
Yusul member of the presid-
fum.

The Chhatra Dal also
brought out a procession in a
show of strength.

City and District units of the
Chhatra Dal blamed the Awami
League for Sunday's incident
and said that this was 'plotted’
I:? the AL to turnish the image
of the popular Democratic gov-
emment. The Chhatra Dal won
in two college student unions
yesterday.

The city became deserted
soon after dusk.
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The Midnight File

The Philippine Supreme Court today ordered President

Corazon

's government (o explatn why it bans a Manila

Aguino
burial for the former dictator Ferdinand Marcos. The court

jssued the order., giving the
afier Marcos

the prohibition

t 10 days to answer,

governmen
lawyers appealed 1o the tribunal to quash
it whimsical reports Reuter.

No Japanese assistance if
India makes N-bomb

Japanese Foreign Minister Michio Watanabe warned India
today that Japan might eventually refuse to extend economic

aid o countries

conventional arms. [n a meeting with
Alfairs Minister Madhavsinh Seolanki. Watanabe

sign the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty. a Japanese

that have nuclear

ns or secll
visiting Indian external

urged New

foreign Ministry spokesman said, reports Reuter.

Algerian envoy leaves
Iran for home

TEHRAN, Jan 20: The

Algerian ambassador to Iran left

here today for Algiers. where he had been summoned after
Irantan commentators had sharply criticized the Algerian

government, embassy

sources Ic

ted There was neo

immediate indication of when ambassador Hadjar Abdelkader
would return to Tehran, reports AFP.

Rohingyas
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situation” and is carcliul of the
norms to be followed In case of
border problems with neigh-
bours, he said.

UNB adds: The Myanmar
side in the meeting 'rbﬁ be Jed
by chiefl of the border security
forces of Rakhaine province.
He is also the provineial Police
Commissioner.

The first flag mecting was
held in the same border lown
of Myanmar on December 31,
while the second at Teknal In

on January 4.

¢ two neighbours are

holding mectngs in a move to

defuse tension along the bor-
der following a Durmese troops

attack on a BDR outpost on
December 21, killing a BDR
personnel and inju scveral

Continuous Influx of
Rohingya Muslims Into
Bangladesh from Arakan
province of Myanmar has
added W the tension.

Report [rom Cox's Bazar

says: About 200 more
Arakanese Muslims have
crussed inw Bangladesh yes.
terday reportedly fleeing

atrocitics by Myanmar security
forees.

The number of Rohingya
refugees from :::hhnuring
Myanmar now s at about
65.000, who have taken shel-
ter in differemt parts of the
south eastern frontier districts
of Bandarban and Cox's Bazar,

The exodus of Rohingyas
from their homeland has in-
tensified since December 21
last year.

Offictal sources said various
problems including sanitation,
food. warm cloths and shelter
have arisen due W continuous
influx of the refugees. Most of
them have been passing miser-
able days under the open sky.

District Commissioner
Dauduzzaman said construction
work of a camp ended yester-
day at Dechuapalong area of
Ukhia upazila which will ac-
c::lacnmmdat: about 5,000 peo-
ple.

Meanwhile, Gonoshasthya
Kendro. a non-governmental
organisation. has set up camps
at Dechuapalong and
Maricchya making arrange-
ments for about 25,000

re s.

it has also been distributing
food and medicine among
them. A working doctor at one
of the camps told UNB that
about half of the refugees in
the have been attacked
with various diseases including
fever and diarrhoea.

US General calls
PM, chiefs of
three services

Lieutenant General Johnnie
H. Corns, Commanding Gen-
eral, US Army Pacific, who is
now on a visit to Bangladcsh.
called ' on Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia at her resi-
dence Monday evening, re-
ports BSS., |

He stayed with the Prime
Minister for some time.

General Corns called on

"Chiefl of Army Stafl Lt General

Muhammad Noor Uddin Khan
at the army headquarters in
the morning and discussed
matters on mutual interest.

The US Ambassador in
Bangladesh, Wililum B Milam.
was also present on the occa-
ston.

Gen Corns also called on
Chiel of Naval Stafl Rear
Admiral Mohammad Mohaim-
inul Islamm at the naval
headquarters and Chiefl of Air
Stafl Air Vice-Marshal Altaf
imln Choudhury at the air

Earller, on his arrival at the
Dhaka Cantonment, the US
Pacific Commanding General
went to the "Shikha Anirban” —
the eternal flame — and placed
floral wreath in memory of the
armed forces personnel mar-
tyred during the War of
Liberation in 1971.

General Corns arrtved in the
city Sunday on a four-day
goodwill visit to Bangladesh.
He was received at the Zia
International Airport by sentor
army officers and the US em-
bassy offictals.

Azad urges EC

to ensure neutral
UP election

Awami League acting presi-
dent Abdus Samad Asad Mon-
day asked the Election Com-
mission Lo ensure free and
impartial voting in the coming
union council elections. re-
ports UNB.

Azad. also the deputy leader
ol the opposition In Parlia-
ment. In a statement said
people got back their confl-
dence in voting after the
February

27 parliamenta
elections held under a l'ulrz
government.

The Election Commission
as well as the concerned au-
thorities should take clfective
steps so that volers could ex-
eriine their right of francise
independently.

“We want that true verdict
of the people will be reflected
through local body unton coun-
cil elections.” he said.

Azad warned that 1t will
have a bad consequence if the
niling party tries to man
the elections th black
monecy and misuse of the ad-
ministrative machinery.

The AL leader also asked
the law enforcing agencies and
local administration to play
their neutral rule in ensuring
peacciul elections.

The phased voting for
3.899 Union Parishads will be-
ginn from Wednesday and con-

tinue till February 6.
50 chairmen
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(Bilaichhart Upazila,
Rangamati).

A union parishad, the low-
est tier in the elected local
administration. comprises a
chairman and 9 members.

The EC says it has reports
that another 46 chairmen and
290 members have been
elected unopposed in different
parts of the country.

Unlike the last UP polls in
1988, held in a single , this
year's balloting has been
spread over 14 days (Jan 22 to
Feb 6) with two Fridays kept as
non-polling days.

Elections will be held in
3.899 of the country's total
4.440 union parishads.

The EC said that a total of
1.24,788 candidates, including
a large number of women, are
contesting in the elections.
These include 17,494 candi-
dates seeking the offices of
chairmen.

Nearly five crore voters are
eligible in the UP elections.

According to the EC's
statistics, 4.48 candidates arc
contesting on an average for
one post of chairman this year
as against 4.30 in the previous
election (1988). For each post
of member, the num-
ber of candidates is 3.05 while
it was 2.97 in 1988.

The total number of candi-

dates for chairmen is 17,494

and that for members |is
1.07,294 in 2,903 union
parishads this year. _

The candidates for. the
chairman post were 18,566
and for the members’
1,15,.318 in 4.317 union
parishads in the 1988 elec-

" BNP
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no such provision that things
would have to be discussed in
party forum before being
placed In the

He said there 0 reason
for the party to fé¥l embar-
rassed in such a sfthation a
added "It was not a violation
the party discipline. | have fol-
lowed the procedure.”

Party insiders predict in-
teresting developments in the
House when it resumes tomor-

row. Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury, ty Leader of
the House will the second

person in the sitting arrange-

ment lac Mirza Golam
Hafiz. kely to be In-
ducted in the Cabinet also, the

insiders said.



