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MAGURA

Gay girls
moving freely

at town

Jan 20': Gay girls arc frecly
moving in the district town
creating social problems, local
people complained. reports
UNB.

These gay girls mostly from
poor families arc engaged in
fmmoral activities spreading
veneral discascs among the
youths of the town.

Some of them informed
that inh the abscncee of job
opportunities they arc forced
to take this heinous occupatipn
to maintain their livelihood.

The school and college
going students and the youths
are tempted by the ugly
gestures of these girls. al
different places of the town.
Some are also engaged in
other anti-social activitics alter
the sunset, it is allcged.

The gay girls are found
roaming near cincma halls,
clubs, roadsides and offices in
scarch of clients.

Local elite urged the
authorities to take ncccssary
measures to rchabilitate the
perverted girls and save the
youths and students f[rom
moral degradation.

GOPALGANJ

Dacoits swoop on
bus passengers,

decamp with booty

Jan 20 Armed dacoits
swoopcd on a passcnger bus
and decamped with booty on
Barisal-Faridpur Highway al
Rothkhola in Morshedpur
upazila recently. police said,
reports UNB.,

Witnessed said the decoils
halted the bus after sunset
firing gunshots and looted cash
money and valuables from the

A case m lodged with the
local police.

FARIDPUR

Tk 59,000
_ contraband
goods seized,
S held

~Jan 20 : Police arrested 5
people and recovercd con
traband goods worth about
Taka 59.000 from their possc-
sston al Madhukhali Rail Gate

in the district recently
reports UNB.
Acting on a Up. Madhukhali

Poliee raided a Jessore bound
privale car (No Dhaka Ga
67006) coming from Dhaka at
the point and recovered Indian

sarces, imitatlon ornamoenis
wind 1;'-“:&1.
- arresied were Babu.

Colam Mustala, Kaxi Aynal |Haeg,
Chutiy Mia and Anwar Mollah
Police also scized the car
A cane been Nled In this
connecibon.

GAZIPUR

12.426 tons of
wheat for canal

digging

Jan 20 ;. A total of wix
prujects has been undertaken
under the canal digging :
gramme in five upazilas of the
district in the current dry
season. reports UNB.

Under the programme a
wial of 1.974 Km canals will
be dug and 12.426 metnc tons
of wheat has been sanctioned
for implementation of these
projects. official sources said
here recently.

The canals to be
reexcavated are Chilafkhal in

Gazipur of Sadar fipazila

Labonda in Turag in

Kaltakotr, in Kaligon|

: -ﬂ wm and Ghat-
Khal in Kapasia upazila.

Ol the canals 987 will be

dug in iﬂunl.nry basts and 987
under the for work

Prodyamame
CoMiLLA
Training course

of NGO

volunteers

concludes

Jan 20: A tradning
course for the rs and
voluntecers -of NGOs affillated
with the U n Service
Committee of Canada in
Bangladesh concluded here
recently at BARD auditortum.
reports UNB.

State Minister for Finance
Majibur Rahman formally
inauguraied Lhe training
course and profl Dr Nurul Islam
presided over it

Cosrurissioner of the
district Hedayetul Islam Chow
dhury. Assoctate Prof of Dhaka

Dr Md [bralwm and
Research Associste of the
Foundation for Education Ma
aning and Deve ->ment
Rasheds Chowdhiory "ed
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Not a single

kg of paddy
procured

Jah 20 : Paddy and rice

rement in five upazilas of

the district is facing total fail-
ure, reports UNB.

Government had fixed the
prncurr.menl target at lunn
tons but not a single kg
Eldd or ricc had been u:nl

till today.

District Food Controller's
said higher price of

y and rice in the markets
discou the farmers and
rice -traders to sell to t.he gov-
ernment. :

JAMALPUR

Teachers silent

procession

Jan 20 : Sadar upazila unit
of Bangladesh Federation of
Teachers' Association recently
Brought out a silent procession
in support of there 15 point
demand, reports BSS,

Participated by teachers of
54 non-government colleges
and schools the procession pa-
raded streets of the town.

A rally was held at the end
of the procession Professor
Ruhul Amin, Convenor Upazila
Committee, Principal
Abdur Rashid, President and
Ataur Rahman . Sadar
Upazila Federation of
Teachers' Association urged
the authorities to fulfill their
demands. They asked the
teachers to Intensify their

struggle.

LALMONIRHAT
Students to get
1,13,000 books

free of cost

Jan 20: The government
will disttibute 1,13.000 séts of
text-books free of cost among

the students of the district
under the Universal Education

Programme this year, reports
UNB.

Books will be distributed
among 401 government and
non-government schools of

Sadar, Aditmary. Kaliganj,

Halibhadha and Patgram upazi-
las. 42.500 scts will be dis-
tributed among the students of
class one, 25.100 sets for the
styglents ol class two, |8 400
sets for class three, 15,500
sets for class four and 11,500
for class five.

BORGUNA
House rent

abnormal

Jah 20 Hose rent in the
district he rters has in-
creased abnormally in the re-

cent ycars due to shortage of

residential accommodation,
reports UNB,

With the increase of popu-
latton, demand for ntial

houses has gone up sharply
causing the hike in rent badly
aflecting the low middle in-
come group people.

Government offictals of the
town s facing housing prob-
lems in the absence of gov-
ernment stall quarters. ' They
cannol cope with the increas
ing house rent with the their
limited income

Moreover, other private of-
ficials are sufiering badly as no
initiative has been Laken o
construct private bulldings in
the town 1o solve the acute
housing problem.

Local elite have urged the
government and private organ-
isations to take up schemes 1o
construct residential estates o
easc the housing problem in
the town.

RANGPUR

Week-long
Poush Mela

. Jan 20 A week-long Poush
Mcla began at the local
siadium In the town recently.
reports UNDB.

Deputy Commissioner
Azmal Chowdhury formally
inaugurated Lthe mela, Chair-
man of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) Dr Ashral
Siddiqui and Bangladesh Small
and Cottage Industries Corpo-
ration (BSCIC) Chatrman Moni-
ruzzaman Chowdhury attended
the occasfon as special guests.

A total 200 stalls have been
nstalled in the mela and their

*yvarious products are drawing

atiention of a large mmirru{
crowd .

* The Public Health
Engineering Department has
started installation of 1,758
hand driven tubewells in five
diﬂﬁﬂ- of the Orealer

a th:- Tm tube wells

been installed

-hle tlI'.' rest 1086 tube wells

are being ficided and expecied

to be wuﬂ by February.
1992.

Re-sinking of 2280 tube-

wells is also going on in full

swing in the greatcr Rangpur
Zovwe under the supervision ol
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LDWHA.JA.NG (Munshiganj): A UP election procession at Gaodia union under Lowhajang Upazila where people from
different age group have joined.

Cooperation for free, fair polls sought

UP polls campaign in peak

The campaign for the UP
clection all over the country is
in peak as the polls is sched-
uled to begin on January 22.

According to reports. the
arrangements for holding the
polls have been completed in
the meantime. The concerned
administrations have also
taken measures to hold the
election free, [air and peaceful

The Chie{ Election Com-
missioner Justice Abdur Rouf
recently visited several dis-
tricts to instruct the con-
cerned officlals and mobilise
the support fer smooth hold-
ing of elections. He also met
the ple from all walks of
life and sought cooperation
from them to hold election
peacefully.

Mecanwhile, reports on
killing and clashes over polls
have been published in the na-
tional dailies for which the
peaceful citizens of the country
are almost disappointed about
the expected peaceful election

The participation of politi-
cal partics has made the ensu-
ing polls more competitive and
attractive., The government as-
surance of peaceful clection
has encouraged a good number
candidates to contcst ft.

Some candidates informed
that this years clection is
quite different from the previ-
ous years, Our workers and
supporiers are working round
the clock to win in the con-
test, they informed.

4.12 lakh voters to
cast votes in Rajbari
Our H#:ln correspondent

says : Union Parishad
election will be heéld In 40
unions out of 42 unions of Ra-
jbart District. The election of
the rest two untons will not be
held owing to the non-expire
of their tenure, clection office
SOUTCES Bay.

The sources also said. the
election of the 40 unions of
the district will begin from
Jan 22 and 1t will continue
up to February 5.

It s learnt, a total of 159
candidates is contesting in 40
unions for the posts of Chair
man and 110 candidales are
contesting for the posts ol
Member

According to Local Election
Commission. 4.12. 184 volers
will exercise thetr franchise in

the forthcoming UP election of
the district.

UP polls in Lowhajang

Our Munshiganj eorrespondent
reports | The Unton Parishad
election campaign of Low-
hajang Upazila under Mun-
shigan] district is gaining mo-
mentum.

The UP clestion will be
held in 12 unions of the
upazila. The, clection of these
upazilas will be held on Jan
wary 22. according to clection
offices.

it 1s Jearnt. a jotal of 33
candidates is contesting for
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From Our Correspondent

the post of Chairman in |2
unjons. "

A prominent former UP
Chairman Anowar Sinha (70) is
contes with one young Ab-
dul Awal Munshi (32) at Kalma
unjon.

It is gathered, a UP Chair-
man candidate, Abdul Latif has
declared to spend about Taka
one crore for election purpose.
This declaration has drawn the
attention of voters. His elec-
tion symbol is 'deer’. It can be
mentioned here that he is us-
ing a live 'deer in his election

procession.

Needhrpetuemlhnldh:g

of polls stressed

UNB from Shariatpur says :
Chief Election Commissioner
Justice Abdur Roul stressed
the need for holding the forth-
coming Unfon Parishad clec-
tion in a free and fair atmo-
sphere.

Addressing a meeting of the
high offictals here Saturday he
said. “We 5!m]dﬂjruurhtﬂtm
retain our past reputation
gained in the last Parliamen-
tary Election.” |

The meeting was organised
by the district administration
to discuss ways and means for
holding the election ully.
It was presided over by Deputy
Commissioner Zillur Rashid
Chowdhury.

UNOs, OCs and ecxisting
Unton Parishad chairmen and
members were also present in
the meeting.

Musclemen threaten
voters in Kishoreganj

UNB reports say : A group of
hoodlums is allegedly thre-
atening the people of
Egarosindur Union in undia
Upazila with dire conseq-
uences if they do not vote for
certain candidates in the
ensuing elections.

Election to the Egarosindur
Union Parishad is scheduled
for January 26.

The musclemen are report-

edly asking the volers to vote
for their candidates or refrain

from voting. hnrml! ﬂnl-lunﬂ
the “orders”™ will not
lowed to return lltvt lhry
cam
The mhn.n are said to be
pitted by an influential quarter
which also unicashed violence
during the last UP polis.
Local have requested
law enforcing agencies to take
adequate measures against the

musa e men.

375 contest for posts

of chairman in Rangpur

BSS report says : Election-
eering is going on in full swing
all over district.

Elections in eighty wmadons
out of ty-three be held
from 22 o February 5.
Elections In the remaining
three unions will be held later
on

Three hundred seventy five

chairman candidates including
one female, and two thousand
six hundred and eighty-nine
member candidates including
forty-seven females are in the
race in the polls.

Number of contestants

more in Netrakona

Electioneering campaigning
in all the 10 upazilas of the
district is gaining momentum
as the date for Union Parishad
polls is approaching nearer.

District administration
sources sald arrangements are
underway to ensure free, fair
and peaceful elections begin-
ning on January 22.

Candidates are holding
meetings with their support-
ers, relatives and cam
and moving door to door to
win voters. Their supporters
are working round the clock to
come closer to voters at ho-
tels. tea stalls and restaurants.

Besides festoon. posters
and symbols are being dis-
played to draw the attention of
the voters.

The number of contestants
for the posts of chairman and
member is larger than the
previous year.

3 women candidates
in Lalmonirhat

Pnrb!:;c- t:hcu::: thf-dg u::ﬁ;‘

gaining momentum
district.

Candidates, workers, sup-
porters and relatives of the
candidates are also moving
door to door and arranging
public meetings deep inside
the village to mobilise the vot-
crs.

According to Election Office
sources, a total of 149 candi-
dates are contesting in 39
unions of 5 u r chair-
manship and 1169 candidates
for membership. Three women
candidates are also on the run
for chatrmanship.

Election will not be held in
3 wunions. Tusbhander,
Borokhata and Kuslibari of
Kaliganj, Halibhandha and Pat-

gram Upazila respectively.
199 chairman candidates

in Feni district

» The campa is

momentum in far- ar-

cas of the district for the

Union Parishad elections

scheduled from January 22 to
6.

Meanwhile, villages have
taken a festive look with
festoons. wall paintings and
colourful banners everywhere
including nooks and corners.
Local hats and bazars have
turned into the main campaign
centres with the tea-shoppers
making brisk business. '

According to the Distriet
Election . polls will be
held in 38 out of 46 Union
Partshads.
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ting dance at the Teachers

presenting
srs Association at their club held recestly.

Rt ar nhatn

—Star photo

Noies from

Pabna

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Jan 20: A colourful
reccption programme o the
fresh student of Intermediate
and Degree-level was accorded
at Pabna Government Mahila
College recently.

The programme was
presided over by Prof A R

Shamsul Islam, Principal of lhc |

College.
Addressed among others bj'
Prof Khondaker Khali-

quzzaman. Prof Md Asraful
Islam and Sultana Razia. a
student of the college.

A cultural programme
styled as "Ogo Nabin Aso Aso”
was, staged and many local
artistes attended in this pro-
gramme.

programme

A blood donation pro-
gramme and a scminar werc
arranged by Pabna Pioncer
Lions Club and Pabna Lioncss
Club recently on the occasion
of 75th anniversary of Lions
Club Intemational.

The programme was
presided over by Dr Mosharral
Hossain, President, Pabna
Pioneer Lions Club. Daby Islam.
Zone-Chairman of Lions Club
addressed it as chiel guest.

About 20 bags of blood was
collected by Sandhani Donor
Club of the district in this
connection.

Marriage deeds

UNB reports say: Non-regis-
tration of marriage deeds was
staled to be the main hin-
drance in the movement for
the rights of women.

A random s conducted
recently in some rural areas of
the district revealed that most
of the in poor fami-
liles break up for dowry or
other reasons and no legal ac-
tion can be initiated. because
the marriages are not regis-
tered.

Despite restrictions, many
people take more than onc
wlfc without taking permission
from the first wife.

Young housewife
burnt alive

A fire lit by a young house-
wife to save hersell from biting
cold blimt her alive.

Nasima Khatun (18). wife of
Omar Ali. a labourer of Alhaj
Cotton Mill, was fatally burnt
when the fire first caught her
surce then engulfed her. When
she was taken to Ishurdi
Upazila Health Complex she

was already a dead person.
Quadruplet born

A mother of four children
gave birth o a quadruplet at

village in Sadar up-nh
of the district recently.
The quadruplet bord to

Joinab Khatun (25). wife of
Abdur Rashid, however, did
not survive. Among the babiles
two were still born and the
others died _ shortly alter-
wards.

All four were baby girls.
Child labourers rising

About 18,000 child labour-

ers umder I'."I’I;.r;lt prutnt
in

e adiogiy o agrd sy doy
tute familes, sources
estimated. &

They mai work in hotels,
restauranis, bidi factories, mo-

tor garages, workshops, as
rickshawpullers, wvgndors,

hawker of newspapers, as well
as domestic servants,

Expressing concern over
the inc number of child
labourers, district officials
sald, Nash Moods, cyclones.
drounght and other natural
calamitics have been making
marginal and landless furmers
destitutes.

Poor parents, who cannot
‘'make their both ends meet,
have o send their children to
work just for survival.

These children stay st rail-
way stations and abandoned

lnces alter their day's work
L over 12 hours for negligible
Wapt s

Some of them are engaged
in unlawful activities by un-
u-rupuhm businessmen and

e d‘ e I.- TR -IJ'

" total of 25,000

Water supply at

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Jan 20: Thc In-
habijtants of the local munici-
pality have becen suffering
much due non-supply ol requi-
sile water, accommodation
problem, mosquito menace
and wunhealthy situation
prevailing at the'town. )

According to reliable
source, there are over one and
half lakh’ people in the town.
Before liberation, the popula-
tion of the town was only
32,00. But no development
activities have been done in
proportion with the {increase
‘of the population.

The residents ol the lnvm
have been facing acute short-
age of water as seven deep
tubewell pumps are not work-
ing properly. Out of seven, two
tubewell pumps remain out of
order for maximum time
causing inadequate supply of
waler.

According to an cstimale. a
gallons of water
‘s needed daily for the con-
sumption of the population of

the town. Bul the present

quantity of water supply is
quite inadequate for the con-
sumcrs of 2,000 connections.

Therc arc 350 hand rube-
wells in the town. But most of.
the tubewells are not wo
properly for the abnormal
in ground water level in the
area. Repeated appeals from
the tax payers to solve the war-
ter problems z,:_"ﬁnu positive

result; it is in

Among other problems.::
mosquito menace has caused.
an alarming situation. The mua-.
nicipal authority is yet to take
any cflective measure 1o eradi-
cate mosquito menace. The irr

larity in s -
ol hnnt{uulrl.r:r ::‘m
breeding of mosquitocs in the.
town. -

Silted drains and stagnant
waters in scattered pools of

the town are the (fertile,
breeding centres of lh.c
uitoes.

With the tncrease of pupu-
lation, the accommodation -
problem has become acute and
as a result the poor and middie
class people are the worst hit.-.

Besides, the roads are ip
very bad shape. The condition.
of kutcha l:lril.t!'.ls and dund:ﬂn-

hmverydu'ly

Plan to alleviate
poverty underscored

COMILLA, Jan 20: An inter-
national seminar held here re-
cently underscored the need
for a perspective rural devel-
opment plan with effective
' provisions for sustained socio-

economic uplift and poverty al-

leviation. reports UNB.

The seminar on "Rural
Development in Bangladesh:
Strategies and Experiences”
was inaugurated by LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukder at the

h Academy for Rural

- Development (BARD).

The three-day seminar is
being jointly organised by the
Rural Development and
Cooperatives Division and the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).

- Rural Development Secr-
etary Hasnat Abdul Hye and
BARD Director General KM
Tipu Sultan also addressed the
inaugural session. The seminar
is being participated by 60
representatives from 40
national and international or-

In his inaugural address,
the LGRD Minister said pre-
sent government stralegy was
to share the experiences of the
nations of this region in ad-

dressing the dmhpmenl and
poverty alleviation priorities of

government
strongly feels that rural devel-
opment and socio-economic

| uplift could not be sustained

without effective pation
nl' people at the level.
The government of Prime

Winiates Begum Khaleda Zia {s

committed to ensure “dal-
bhat® for the masses. the
Minister said adding that.
pragmatic programmes are bé-

pursued to reach that goal
within the shortest possible-
time.

Citing examples of the
Vietnamese success in aug-
menting food production; he”
said Bangladesh had the poten-
tial of attaining self-sufficieney
in food p ed appropriate
policy Jﬂeiinu were evolved

Tk 7 lakh Indian
sugar seized

BDR patrol party recovered
a huge quantity of indian sugar
worth about Taka 7 lakh from &
BRTC truck (No Chitiagong Na:"
2061) at on Dhaka: -
Chittagong Trunk Road'

Police secized the truck but
the driver and helper managed
to escape. '

Later the truck and seized
goods were handed over to the
district Customs officials.

Police recovered a hu

quantity of Indian yarn, cyc
and . rickshaw ?:n' wurth
about Taka 2.75

mbu-tﬁ'nmt}:ﬂwrﬂun
in Nabinagar.

Acting on a tip, a police
contingent raided the
boat near village Kanikanta and
recovered the contraband

Police seized the boat but
none was arrested in this con-
nection. A case has be:n
lodged with the local police.

One awarded life-term,
3 get 7yrs Rl for murder

GAIBANDHA. Jan 20: One
person was sentenced to sufler
life-term and three others
were awarded seven rig-
orous imprisonment and find
Taka 5.000 each on charge of
murdering one Abu Bakker.

The accused persons are
Toflazal Hossain. AN,
Abdus Satter and the wife of
victim Rajeka Betg:lm Eight
other I.I:I:'l.llﬂ.‘l in this connec-
tion were acquitted of the

of murder.

Additional Sessions Jud
Gaibandha, Mr MA ur
Rahman delivered the judge-
ment recently.

The ution story was
thlt on hhr IE 1990 the vic-

tim Abu Bakker of village
Tajpur under Sadullapur
upazila went to his father-in-
law's house from where he was
and the next day
his y was recovered from
the jute field. A case
mnn:rdb,ﬂth the concermed
Thana.
ﬂn trial learned judge found

rmm guilty of

murder an the'

aforesaid punishment.

The case was conducted by
Public Prosecutor Mr
Rahmatullah Azad and Adw
ocate Taleb Alf and Abdur
Rahman Dakua appeared in
favour of accused.

Publlc lands under private m_s_scssion .'
Govt deprived of revenue
From

SATKHIRA, Jan 20

The government is bel
deprived of huge amount o
revenue eve as a vast
tract of land bl the Roads and
Highways Department have
been occupied by some people
of the locality in collaboration
with the employees of the de-
pariment.

A large number ol sheds.
semi pucca and in some cases
pucca houses have been con-
structed beside the roads and
highways in the district during
the last few years without the

n-quhltn rmisston from the
department.

Even big bulldings have

been constructed in town

by section of businessmen on
the land of the authority
which are hindering the usual
traffic movements.

On the otherhand, parts of
roads in the hart of the town

are being used illegally by the
hun,mhuduhlciemi s

Our Correspondent

which also causing obstacles to
the traffic movements.
Agricultural lands and -
ndlnl'tht department are
:tnl.un:uphdhythtplhh
without any valid d-ncuuﬂ-l
from the authorities. N
Meanwhile, a plan was
Ilill‘l'ﬂ'h:ﬂ:- Road lﬂr
occupants s
Highways t lands in.
the district hut the decision is |
{ﬁhhiﬂpbmnﬂhrtﬂ'l

ts of the lands |
ndent that

The occupan
told this corres
they are paying M ﬂ.
the department but they de
not issue any receipt.

The mment has nhv|

trodu the canal digging
to produce mwre
m expand cnmmunntu
factiities, create cmploymont -
opportunity and cnsurc overall
development of the country.

The meeting discussed the |
prupuud‘_ cl;nll digging pro-



