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NEWS BRIEFS
Cabinet meet

NATORE, Jan 20: Uttara
Ganabhaban here will for the
first time host the cabinet
meeting of the present
government today (Tuesday).
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia will chair the regular
weekly meeting due to begin at
|1 am. reports UNB.

CEC addresses
today

Chiel Election Commiss-
foner Justice Mohammad
Abdur Raufl will address the
nation today on the occasion of
coming wunion parishad
elections. His address will be
simultaneously broadcast and
telecast over Radio Bangladesh
and Bangladesh Television.
reports BSS.

Ferry stranded

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 20: A
railway ferry with some 1.500
passengers aboard ran aground
on a shoal in the foggy Jamuna
river route at 9 this morning.
official sources said. The
Rajshahi-bound mail train,
connected with the vessel, MV
Suhrawardy from Jagann-
athgan| ghat, departed Sir-
ajganj Station without passe-
ngers who were later stranded
here. The Rajshahi-bound
passengers were waiting at the
Sirajgonj ghat as the salvaged
ferry reached the ghat at |
pm, three hours behind the
schedule. reports UNB.

Tk 2.50 lakh goods
seized

CHITTAGONG, Jan 20: A
special u:juad of Panchlaish
police ay seized electronic
goods worth about Taka 2.50
lakh and nabbed three persons
in this connection from
different parts of the city.
According to a police press
release, the goods including
three colour televisions. one
video cassette recorder, one
video cassettee player, and one
remote control, reports BSS,

Another top NLD
leader resigns

BANGKOK. Jan 20 ; Another
senlor leader of the main
Burmese opposition party. the
National for Democracy
(NLD). has resigned. the offi-

cial Radio Rangoon said today. |

Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come fo

OK THAI RESTAURANT
The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially Irwite you 1o Wy our Beoutifully
prepared and Beoutifully presented autheniic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFODD in the cosy
amosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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| Secy Gen likely to be minister without portfolio

DHAKA TUESDAY JANUARY 21, 1992

BNP wakes up to set

house 1n order

By Mahfuz Ullah and Nurul Kabir

The new Secretary General
of the ruling
Nationalist Party (BNP). likely
to be elected at the national
council in . will be a min-
ister without portiolio.

Party sources the policy
planners have an un-
derstanding to this end in a
bid to ride over the organiza-
tonal problems and to make
the office of the Secretary
General more effective in deal-
ing with the party aflairs.

The proposal would soon be
conveyed to the party chair

rson and Prime Minister

m Khaleda Zia who. ac-
cording to sources. would
bless the decision.

Sources further say it be-
came imperative against the
backdrop of growing reluc-
tance among stalwarts ol the
party to do the crucial party
job without any ministerial
mnml. The policy rhnn:r:

discovered the lapses In
organizational work under the
leadership of a minister with a
portiolio,

Another proposal to have a
person without a cabinet as the
Secretary General also came
up. The proposal was made,
say sources, to keep the offlice
of the party Secretary General
free from any other responsi-
bilitics. Finally. the policy sct-
ters settled for the middle
course a minister without
portiolio as the party boss.

When contacted, Barrister

Abdus Salam Talukder,
Minister for Local
Covernment and Rural

Development and Secretary
General of the party evaded a

Bangladesh .

direct answer to the guestion
saying "we are now o
te the council sessions
district commitiees of

of
the February.”

m said the last na-
tional council of the party had
been held in March 1989 and
as per the 's constitution
the council is due in March
this year. But before the hold-
ing of national council, elec-
tions to the district commit-
tees will have to be completed,
he added.

When asked about the date
of the national council the BNP
Secretary General replied that
it would be held sometime in
the month of April. preferably
immediately after Ramadan.
Hannan Shah the Jute
Minister also confirmed the
Secretary Generals’ version.

Meanwhile, four leaders of
the m have the race
to me the Secrelary
General. They are: the incum-
bent Abdus Salam Talukder,
Col [(Retd) Akbar Hossain. a
former minister and an MP
clected from Comilla. Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia, Minisier for
Works and an MP clecicd from
Comilla and Tariqul Islam,
Minister for Social Wellare
and Women's Alfairs of them,
Islam lost the general elec-
tions last but he is known
to be a close confidante of the
party chief.

Everything depends on the
party council and fits leader
Begum Khaleda Zia. Barrister
Talukdar said. The other were
not available for comment but
sources close to them con-
tenders did not rule out the

pussibtlity ol their bidding for
the powerful party post
Whatever be the intensity
of lobbying to become the
Secretary General, a minisier
who is very close to Begum Zia
Hrrli:rrln; anonymity said ‘the
nal decision will be made by
the party chairperson who s
yel 1o make up her mind. The
BNP is yel 1o emnerge as an or
ganized political party capable
of confronting rival in and
outside Parllament and in fu-
ture elections.

Most of the party leaders
l.z:l‘ immediate steps are not
taken the party would face
Inu.fh times in coming months

o emphasize the allegation
of inertia and growing discon:
tent in the party they rclerred
to two recent incident. the de
feat of the party in the Huuse
on a division vote and the bill

moved by Abdur Rab
Chowdhury. MP from
Laxhmipur

While a section of the MPs
expressed dismay at the move

Chowdhury, the Chiel Whip
of the party Delwar Hossain
ruled out the possibility of any
punitive action against the MP,
The party leadership did not
have any idea of the move nor
the proposal was moved in any
forum of the party, Delwar
Hossain added. Salam
Talukder. commenting on the
incident. sald Chowdhury
could discuss the issue belore-
hand with the Leader of the
House or the Deputy Leader or
at least with the Chief Whip

Defending his position A
Rab Chowdhury said there was
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The World Bank is to divert
the implementation of all its
industrial credit programmes
through private commercial
banks because of the ill-per-

[ormance of the DFls
(Development Financing
[nstitutions) and the govern-

ment controlled banks.
According to a source vari-
ous irregularities in the dis-
bursing of loans and poor re-
covery performance at the
DFIs and government com-
mercials banks have con-
tributed to such a diversion.
The WB has to pro-
vide the government with 825
million as Private Sector
Industrial credit (PSIC) re-
cently on condition that it dis-
tribute the amount to the en-
treprencurs through some se-
lected private commercial
banks. the source said.
According to the source the

. Grindlays

‘WB to divert industrial credit
through private banks

By Sohel Manzur

agreement in this regard s
likely to be signed in a couple
of weeks. The government is
now examining the terms and
conditions imposed by the
World Bank for approval of the
charter of the final agreement,
the source mentioned.

The govermment is also fi-
nalising the selection of the
private banks through which
the loans would have to be dis-
bursed.

The banks. selected
primarily. include Arab

Bangladesh Bank. United
Commercial Bank (UCB]),
Bank and
International Finance and
Investment Corporation (IFIC)
Bank, the source said adding
that some other banks are also
under consideration of the
government to be selected for

the purpose.

According to the source the
main objective of the credit
programme is to provide term
loan and working capital to the
entrepreneurs of small scale
industries.

The government will pro-
vide loans to the private com-
mercial banks at 8 to 9 per
cent interest and the banks,
to the entrepreneurs at 12 to
13 per cent.

Meanwhile. all the six DFls
in Bangladesh are now in a bad
condition due to poor loan re-
covery performance. The ADB
and other donor agencies sug-
gested massive reorganisation
in those to get further financial

support.

The DFls are now busy in
recovering overdue loans

rather than further Mfnancing
the development of the sec-

tors, they assigned.

Foreigners keen to

Attracted by the present
government's liberalised
terms. foreign companjes have
revived their interest in oil
exploration in Bangiadesh.

Two companies have al-

signed agreements with
the Bangladesh government to
explore for oil in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts (CHT) and
another two are in the process
of doing so.

A US company AMOCO, an
Australian company BHP have
agreed to work jointly in the
CHT project and are expected
to start exploration soon.

Star Report

Sources at the Energy and
Mineral Resources Ministry
told The Daily Star Monday
that negotiations with two
more companies UNOCAL and
TEXACO, both of the US were
at the final stage. They said
that the ministry is expecting
more companies to come to
Bangladesh. The major feature
of the relaxed terms is that
the foreign companies need
not pay taxes for their ma-
chinery and equipment
brought into the country for
ofl exploration.

UNOCAL and TEXACO are

dig for oil

negotiating for exploration in
two blocks comprising over a
16,000 square kilometre area
in greater Sylhet and My-
mensingh districts.

According to Bangladesh
experts, the oil prospects in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts re-
gion Sylhet and Mymensingh
are bright.

Bangladesh's scarch for oil
started in 1974 | but it tock
about 12 years to achieve suc-
cess. The country's engincers
struck petroleum at Haripur
where oll extraction started in

See Page 12 Col 3

Akheri Munajat at the Bishwa [jtema yesterday (left) and a

@The Baily Star
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by a group of angry devotees (right

Tragvler capsize
idaves 33
missing
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Jan 20: At
least 33 people were missing

- . mma

and five others injured when a |

trawler capsized near Gazaria
in Munshiganj district this
evening.

Offictals said that the traw-
ler. carrying some 40 devotees
from the Biswa I[jtema a1
Tongl. capsized at about 6.45
pm at the confluence of the
revers Buriganga. Meghna and
the Shiialakhya after it colli-
ded with a motor launch from
Chandpur. The trawler was
bound for Brahmanbaria .

They said that seven pas-
sengers swam ashore. Among
them five were admitted o
Narayangan] Hospital with in-
juries. The rest were released
after first aid. The five injured
were identifled as Ramjan Al
(50) . Md Rashed Mia (45).
Rois Mia (43). llias Mia (43).
Farid Alam (17) and llias Mia
(7).

See Page 12 Col 1
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partal view of the damages done to the Tongi Railway Station

— Btar photo

Two million take part in Akheri Munajat

Police fire blank shots as

move attacks Tongi station

Fram Our Correspondent °

TONGIL Jan 20 : Pohce fired
in the air, used teargas and ba-
wns o disperse a mwb that at
tacked and partially " burnt
Tongl rallway station today
(Monday). At least 40 people,
including 4 railway policemen.
were injured, hospital sources
and winesses said,

The trouble started alter
several thousand people re-
turning from the Biswa ljtema
(Warld Congregation of Tablig
Jamaat) at Tongi [ound no
train at the station.

A scction of the crowd. an-
gered by the absence of train,
went on a rampage through
the station damaging the office
of the Station Master, a goods
office. a relay room, a battery

rouvm, nione ticket counters
digital phones, communication
lines and the electrunic panel
board that monititors the
maovement of trains.

Al one stage the unruly
crowd set the station's office
papers ablaze with the flames
gutting the doors and windows
of the Station Master's room.

Tongl Fire Brigade rushed
to the scene and controlled
the fire.

As police arrived at the
scene a section of the crowd
threw bricks at them. Police
responded with firing two bul-
lets in the air. five rounds of
teargas and baton charges.

The trouble lasied for about
three hours (From 12.35 pm

| Local, ROK firms

sign joint
sea-food venture

Star Economic Report

Bangladeshi enterprise Seca
Resources Limited and South
Korean firm Seolim
International Corporation
Sunday signed a four-million-
dollar joint venture project to
produce sea-food products for
export to South Korea and
other countries.

The project titled “Sea
Seolim Surimi Ltd.” first of its
xind in the country. will
produce surimi, made from
minced pastc of white fish

|

added with various flavours, |
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Influx continues: 65.000 enter so far

Ea?l_y return of Rohingyas
to top 3rd meet agenda

The issue of quick return of

Rohingya refugees to their
homes will figure prominently
in the next Mag mecting
scheduled to be held at a
higher level between
Bangladesh and Myanmar on
January 28, reports BSS. -

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman told BSS
yesterday that the Ministry of
Home and the Reliel Ministry
were jointly working out the
number of the refugees who
had crossed into Bangladesh
over the last few months.

The refugees are being pro-
vided with food and temporary
shelter till their return to
Myanmar, the Foreign Minister
said. |

Myanmar Foreign Minister,
is expected to visit Bangladesh
shortly though no date has yet
been d. he said.

The Foreign Minister urged
all concerned quarters to re-
frain from spreading rumour
on the border issue between
the two countries. “The gov-
ernment is fully alive to the

See Pidge 12 Col 7

‘Union Parishad

Union Parishad election
begins tomorrow (Wednesday)
across the country amidst tight
security, officials said, reports
UNB. -

Some 17,444 candidates
are contesting 3,899 posts of
Chairman while 1.06,964
running for 34,801 Member
posts in the local body,
Election Commission sources
said.

They said 4,95,00676 vot-
ers were cxpected to cast
votes in the phased pollin
which will continue til

6.

A total of 2,93,779 election
officials will conduct the voting
at 19,585 polling stations.

Nearly, 100,000 securit
men will be posted for smoo

holding of elections. Army
units and paramilitary Bang-
ladesh Rifles (BDR) will be put
on full alert.

In pre-election viclence,
over a dozen people have been
killed at different places in the
country.

The last election was held
on February 10, 1988 when
widespread poll violence left
some 5,000 people dead and
10.000 injured.

A BSS report says: All sorts
of public meeting and proces-
sions have been banned in
each of the union parishad
election for 48 hours prior to
the day of election till mid-
night during union parishad
election.

Beginning Wednesday the

election will be held in phases
throughout the country in 16

On the first day, Wednesday
voting will be held in 599
LHdOns.

Chittagong

The hectic union parishad
election campaign came to an
end in some of the unions
Sunday midnight while in
others it is going on through-
out the district.

In Chittagong district elec-
tion will be held in Mirsarat
and Sitakunda upazilas on
Wednesday.

The campaign reached its
peak during the current week
when rural Chittagong wore a
festive look with the display of

elections

from tomorrow

candidates banners posters,
clection symbols atop roofs,
trees and raised platforms in
rime locations like bazars and
us stands, candidates and
their supporters are moving
to people's doorsteps from
morning till late night.

Pabna

A dawn to dusk hartal was
obsérved in Ishwardi upazila
Monday protesting the killing
of a union parishad chairman
candidate of Dashuria union.

Upazila unit Awami League
called the hartal Sunday. Abdur
Roul, organising secretary of
Ishwardi upazila unit was

nned down by some un-

nown miscreants at his resi-
dence on January 12.

None was yel to be arrested
in this connection.

All shops, banks and offices
remained shuttered down and
vehicles stayed off the road.

Later, upazila unit Awami

League held a protest meeting
at the local bus stand this
afternoon. Speakers at the

meeting demanded tmmediate
arrest of 'known’ killers.

Khagrachhari

About 14 people were iIn-
jured in a clash between the
supporters of two union
parishad chairman candidates
at Matiranga upazila sadar last
mid night, police said.

The deadline of
electioneering ended Sunday
mid night.

50 chairmen,
326 members

~ elected
unopposed

By Nazmul Ashraf

All the office -bearers of four
union parishads and another
46 chairmen and 290 mem-
bers have been elected unop-
posed in the Union Parishad
clections that begin tomorrow.

According to the Election
Commission the unifon
parishads where all the offiee-
bearers have been elected un-

contested are: Charkewa
(Sadar Upazila. Munshiganj).
Hatta (Uzirpur Uparila.

Bartsal)]. Omarpur (Balaganj
Upazila, Sylhet) and Faruka

Sce Page 12 Col B
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to 4.30 pm) It disrupted train
movement via Tongi for more
than four hours, railway sour-

ces said.
Monday was the last day of

the three-day Biswa Ijtema
which concluded with the
Akheri Munajat (final prayer)
secking Allah's bilessings for
the welfare and unity of the
world Muslims.

As soon as the Munajat was
over at around 12.30 pm sev-
cral thousand devotees, some
of them students, streamed
into the railway station hoping
there would be a s traim
to carry them to Mymensingh
and beyond. But the train
named [jtema Special, was not

See Page 12 Col 5

BSF starts
erecting

fence along

border in
Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, Jan 20 : Indian
Border Security Forces (BSF)
have started erecting a 80 km
long barbed wire fencing at
Meghalaya along Bang sh
border. reports UNB.

BDR sources said BSF is
carrying out the work violating
international law which pro-
hibits fencing within 150 yards
of the border demarcation line.

The fencing stretches from
Patharerchar to Nakshi, twe
northern points of Jamalpur
and Sherpur districts respec-
tively.

The sources said that upon
contact over wireless BSF de-
nied their involvement with ft
and stated that it was an
Indian construction company
which were carrying out the
work.

Meanwhile, BDR high offi-
clals have offered to a Nag
meeting n this regard but
there wds no response from
BSF as yot

Earlter in 1987, an at
to install a similar fencing in
the area was made but stopped

immediately following protests
from Bangladesh. |




