Altempts are undcrway to
restore normality on the
M University campus

appointment of a
new “r.l Chancellor,

On December 30 last, Profl
Rl Ehﬁhum‘m appointed
Viee Chance removing the
incumbent Prol Alamyir

A state of uncertainty has
been | on the campus
since December 22, 1990. The
. university was closed sine dic

on that day following violent
inciients that left one student
killed and many others in-

The university was opencd
at a later stage butl normality
could not be restored as stu-
dents. teachers and the former
Vice Chancellor all got in-
volved in contending and

each other,

The interim government
formed a one-man inquiry
commission which. in its re-
port. blamed a scction ol the
students and teachers and the
former Vice Chancellor Prol

Alamgir Strajuddin.
to this correspon-
dent in

Chittagong about how
he Is ing o restore nor-
mality Prof Chowdhury said he
wWis to strike a balancc
among different forces work-
ing on the campus,
Universitics are open p
ol competition of idcas ﬂnd
there should be working rela-
tionship among different
groups. he added.

Referring to mmplninl:-:{
different groups the VC ;
If we strictly follow the rules
and go for qualitative sclection
without distributing undue
favour there should not be any

roblem.” University is no-
Eady‘t personal property and
the process of deciston muking
should be made institutional-

By Mahfuz Ullah

iged without making the VC
all-powerful, he added,

The VC said. "1 have asked
the teachers, wis, and the
administrative stall to be ob
jective in their decistons”, and
added "under my authority
they all will be part ol Institu-
tonal decision making pro
oess.

The VC said since assuming
office he has had dialogues
with ke concernced in a bid
to solve the problems,

sources said the All
Party Students Unity had
agreed in principle to help re
store normality. Besides. the
Shibir activists have also indi-
cated their willingness to re:
verse their stand of antago
nism to the university adminis
tration.

District level leaders of dif-
ferent political partics who
have 'cooling ellfvct’ have also
expressed the willingness to

break 1the impasses. ihe
sourees said. Concerncd guar-
ers claimed emissarics o dif -

ferent groups had already had
different rounds of talks in re-
solving the crisis,

Mcanwhile. the group of
teachers reportedly loyal to
the former VC has also scaled
down their voice ol protest
against the appointment of the

resent VC. They. however.

ave protested Prol
Chowdhury's appointment for
four years which they claim is
a violation of the university
ordinance. A section of the
icachers welcoming the
change said it was not a viola-
tion of the ordinancc as the
appointment had been made
from the panel elected carlier
against a permancnl! vacancy.

University sources ex-
pressed the optimism that
norimality would be restored
VUTY SO0,

18: The
navy will revive
the white-and-blue Tsarist

Jan

naval pennant, in use before
the 1917 Bolshevik revolution.
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
said on

m":; on the main flag
"of the navy becomes the his-
toric Russian and Reyevsky (St
Andrew) flag—white flag with
two blue diagonal stripes.” he
said to the applauses of 5000
armed Jorces officers in the
Kremblin. .
were meeting to dis-
cuss the future of the largesi
military forces in the world.
The most divisive issuc m\unn
the former Soviet re

Yeltsin said the heads ul' the

mmmllh states con-
firmed at their summit on
Thursday the navy would re-
main within a united strategic
force under single command.

Some vessels of the Black
Sea and Caspian flects would
be transferred to Ukraine and

. which are forming

their own armed f(orces.
through scparate agreements.
Yeltsin said.

A row between Russia and
Ukraine over the Black Sca

fleet has embittered relations - migh

AFP from Ukraine adds: "We
arc the victims of a political
game,” complains Volodia. a
naval officer. as he considers
the battle now raging between
Ukraine and Russia for control
of the Black Sea Fleet

Bid to burgle
bank in JS

An attempt was made to
commit dacoity at the Sangsad
Bhaban branch of Sonali Bank
Friday' night. Tejgaon police
said Saturday. reports BSS.

According to reports. the
dacoits entered the slrong
room of the bank by breaking
the wooden door but failed to
open the vaults. Failing to open
the vaults with hammers and
such tools, the dacoits broke
open the steel locker contain-
ing books of specimen of sig-
natures of the subseribers. |

The attempt of dacoily was
detected Saturday morning
when the Cash Olflicer and
Manager of the bank opened
the main gate of the bank
which was intact. The dacoits
t have entered through

between the two most power- one of the windows of the
ful members of the complex housing the bank.
Commonwealth of the bank officials appre-
Independent States hended.

'Islamic states must have
own information system'

CAIRO, Jan 18: Information
Minister Barrister Na:mul
Huda emphasised the necd for
formulating a plan and pro-
gramme of actions in field of
information media aimed at
strengthening the existing sol-
idarity amongst more than a
billon Muslims all over the
world, reports BSS.

Addressing the two-day
second Islamic Conference of
Information Ministers here on
Wednesday. he underscored
the need for greater effort to-
wards development of an in-
formation system among the
Muslim countries. He said the
Islamic International New
Agency (IINA) and Islamic
States Broadcasting

(ISBO) have to be
further strengthened and
méade functionally cffective to
meet the expanding need of

the present day.

Referring to the need for
development of an information
system among the Muslim
countries. the Information
Minister said the reformulated
information plan. the islamic
programme for development of

information and communica-
tion and the proposal for the
cstablishment of a union of
journalists of islamic countries
are measures in the right di-
rection.

Nazmul Huda said the OIC is
committed to safeguard the
basic rights of Musiim minori-
ties in non-Muslim states. This
is the lundamental obligation
of our charter and the corner
stone of our religion, he addcd.

He said Bangladesh fully
supported the steps taken by
the OIC to preserve the faith.
dignity and Islamic identity of
the Muslims in non-Muslim
ecountries in accordance with
the universal declaration of
human rights and all other rel-

- evant international covenants,

The Information Minister
said a large number of Muslims
of Burma (Myanmar) have
taken refuge in Bangladesh
from persecutions in their
home country. Bangladesh, he
said, has been trying to per-
suade the Myanmar
Government o take these un:
fortunate people back to their
homes and let them live in
peacc and security.
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Thai Crown Prince Maha Vipralonkorn vmtmg the Dl‘fll'l-ﬂ Services {.-omm.lnd and Staff
College library at Mirpur yesterday.
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of yarn to the weavers without
any middleman, withdrawal of
tax from the import of mw cot-

tan, provision of loans the
weavers under easy lerms and
conditions t:r.-mplhm of inter-
ests of loanees 10 the tune of
Taka 5500 and distribution ol
high quality dyes, chemicals
and weaving materials to the
real weavers.

The report also stressed
formation of marketing socicly
by the weavers assoclation use
of handloom clothes by gov-
ernment and scmi-government
department.

It also suggested use of
handloom clothes in hospitals
and jails. It further urgcd the
framing of loans Lo siop illcgal

sale of <free clothes by the
owners of the garment indus-
iries.

The report also siressed
formation of handloom cstates’
at varfous in addition to
undertaking small, mid-level
and large-scale. handloom pro-
jects in suitable arcas. It urged
the -authorities to check the
smuggling of Indian yarns and
clothes.

It suggested introduction ol
handloom cards’ to identify
the actual weavers and distri
bution of handloom materials
to the weavers directly by the
handloom board.

The report of the board was

L submitted to the Ministry ol

Textiles last Tuesday.

Average price of the yarns
of various types produced by
the cotton mills of the BTMC
ranged from Taka 10.28 per
cent 1o 1417 per cent from
December 24, 1990 1o May 12,
1991.

The report of the Handloom

Handloom bank

Board sakd repeated enhance-
ment ol prices of the ywrns was

hampering the total produe-
tlon uf the handloom indus-

Ctries.

It termed the imposition of
10 per cent tax on raw cotion
import as onc of the main
causcs behind the enhance-
ment of the price of yarn. The
report also held the imposition
of tax on s import responsi-
ble for the smugghing of the
yarn from neighbouring India.

The report sald that pro
duction cost of handloom
clothes was increasing by 10 o
15 per cenmt in every six
months whereas the market
prices of handloom products
were due to frequent smug-
gling of clothes,

The report noted that out of
the total 5.01.834 handloom
units, 1,84 808 handlooms are
now closed.

According to the report ol
the llandloom Board the total

production of cloth from this’

sector is around 60 crore me-
tre which s worth more than
tuka 23 crore. About 12 lakh

le are directly and indi-
reclly involved with the indus-

uy.

Raushan ‘terribly

" b |

sick
Former "Firsl Lady”
Raushan Ershad is “terribly

sick” and undergoing treal-
ment at her sister's Utlara res-
idence. reports UNB.

Family sources sakd Begum
Ershad. released on bail
Wednesday. is suffering from
multiple complications inchad-
ing high blood pressure. her
le-gs and lelt arm were swollen.

éop hurt in clash

with students
By DU Correspondent

Al least three crude bombs
woere exploded and a police
constable was Injured during a
clash beiween students and

ice at the Balaka cinema

il premiscs Saturday aller-
noon.

Chases and counter-chases
ook between the police
and students as police pre-
venled the students from en-
tering the cinema hall without
any paymenl

A police source sald that
the students pelied stones in-
juring Shartiul Islam. « police
constabk ol the et diviston.

Riyadh
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with the visiting Bangladesh
Minister for Labour and Man-
power, Abdul Mannan Bhutyan.

The Saudi Minister ussured
of all assistance and coopera-

‘ton from his part regarding
: the maunpower recrullment.

Matters of vartous wellare

aspects for Bangladeshi work-
crs in Saudi Arabia and further

em { opportunities of
<kt und unskilled people
and professionals . from

Bangladesh came up for dis
Cussion.

I'he Saudi Depuly Minister
fur Labour and Social Wellare
Ahmed Hamed Al-Yahya, and
Assistant Depuly Minister for
Labour and Social Wellare,
Yousoul Kintab were present
on Lhe occasion.

The Bangladesh Ministicr
accompanicd by Labour and
Manpower Sccretary Dr AK M
Moshiur Rahman. arrtved here
lust night from Jeddah. He was
reccived at the King Khaled
International Airport by
Mohammad Ali Al-Fayez.
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She o xpnp::;‘:d her Brm b
Hef that the success lay in link-
ing these ariistic fechings of
weavers with the modern

She urged the people to get
rid of the weakness [or {oreign
fabrics and said "It is not true
that any foreign [abric is supe-
rior to local fabric. Now, a
large variety of high quality
fabrics arc produced locally.
which have a high demand
abroad.”

Referring to the slogan of
“be honoured. buy local com-
modities”, the Prime Minister
said we want it not to remain
as a s only. She said the
ideclogy and philosophy of the
government {s nationalistic
and the motto is "be Bangla-
deshi. buy Bangladeshi”.

Continuing. she said “we
have started anti-smuggling
campaign being inspired by
this motto. To frescue our
ceonomy we have no other al-
ternatives but to protect our

"} local industry.”

Begum Khaleda Zia stressed
the need for concentrating on
export trade, saying the over-
riding tendency of the world
economy s not aid but trade.
"We must find export mnr!T:l
| for our textile products,” she
said, adding over 1.5 million
Bangladeshi weavers have the

cultural heritage of Muslin-
Jamdani of thousands of yecars
in their blood.”

Bijoy Sarani in the city yesterday.

Textiles our thrust

world market.

The Prime Minister said
considéring the importance of
this sector in creating cm-
ployment opportunities and
thercby cxpediting the devel-
opment ol the national econ-
omy. textile industry was
identified as the “priority sec-
tor’ by late President Ziaur
Rahman,

She said at his instruction a
complete and independent
ministry was formed [or the
textile industry in 1977, The
handloom board and sericul-
ture board were created o or-

nis¢ the traditional hand-

m industry. All these mea-
sures had then ushered in a
new cra of self-relfance in tex-
tiles, she pointed out.

Begum Zia said the textile
industry had inherited a num-
ber of basic problems from the
autocratic rule.

The objective .of the exhibi-
tion is 1o orient the people
with .modern technology, de-
sign and layout of the country's
textile industries. It also aims
atl attracting foreign buyers of
textile products, there are 165
stalls in the exhibition, where
a wide varicty ol textile prod-
uects are on display.

The month-long exhibition
will remain open to all from 3
pin to 10 pm everyday.

Another PM story on Page 7

1 known serial "Bodyline’

o

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia visiting the stalls after Inauguratmg textile show at

—PID phut.u

Purba Paschim' to

be filmed under

joint venture

CALCUTTA. Jan 18: 'Purba
Paschim' (cast-west), an epic
novel by renowncd author
Sunil Gangopadhyay. will be

serjalised for television in BO

episodes as an  Indo-
Bangladesh joinl venture at an
estimated cost of about Rs 90
lakh, reports PTI.

About 200 artistes. includ-
ing those of high repute in the
silver screen of both West
Bengal and Bangladesh will be
acting in the tele serial to be
produced by 'Open-Air
Communication Private
Limited’ known for fts well-
made
on the life of ecrickel legend
Don Bradman.

The serial directed by
Nasiruddin Yusuf of Dhaka
Theatre and co-directed by
Milan Roy Chowdhury of West
Bengal, would be reached to
the viewers in casselles, 'We
are expecting the
Doordarshan, Bangladesh TV
and other foreign TV channels
to serialise the episodes later.
Yusufl told newsmen here yes-
lerday,

Noted dramatist, Mohit
Chattopadhyay. who (s the
seript-writer for the serial,
suld that it would take about
scven months 1o complete 1he
shooting as some sceenes would
be shot in London and New
Jerscy.

I Vajiralongkorn

visits Staff
College,
museum

Crown Prince Maha
Vajtralongkorn of Thatland vis-
ited Defence Services
Commandant and Stall
College. at Mirpur In Dhaka
Saturday

morTing.
The Prince iIs now on @

week-long state visit 1o
. He arrived in the
wﬂnl'ﬂmud-y
The Prince
Planni
J-Iinlldln
by General

accompanied

Minister

was received
Mahboob.

Commandant of DSCSC, said

I..-Inrﬂlnl:ri Mahboob and

Vajiralongkorn ex-
d-l"d of army crest of
vqm ngkorn alse wvisiled

tive couniries.
the National Muscum in the
aflernoon.

Elaborate BNP
programme to
mark Zia’s

birthday today
The 56th birth anniversary
of President Ztaur Rahman will

be observed today. reporis

ASS,

BNP Sccretary GCencral
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar has ted all the

party units to observe the day
through holding discussions
and rallics all over the country

The party has taken clabo-
rate programmes centraully In
observance of the day. Wreaths
will be placed and fatcha will
be offcred at 9.30 am ol the
mazar ol the late pressdent.

Teachers
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during the Union Parishad

poll-. hn'rmdnnmry 22 had
been exempted from the per-
view of the strike,

The BFTA's 15-point char-
ter of demands inc . Inchu-
ston of non-government teach-
ers in the new national

ale, restarting of s wel-

trust, promotion of teach-
ers higher payscale for experi-
enced teachers and the flling
up of vacant posts.

The BFTA announced a two
day programme including a

lcachers-em rally at all
the and processions al
the district headquaricrs on

January 26 and January 27 re-

spectively.

Mcanwhilc, Jatiya Aubhiva-
bak Samitee [JAS) President
Dr AM A Zamun and Gencral
Secretlary Advocate A K Md
Emdadul ue in a statement
to the press Saturday urged
the government o discuss
with the wachers their real
gricvances and find out a
solution immediately.

do politics with the hives
rhtidr:n the JAS
sl

f& "
It also mentioned.

the political parties si
belteve in having a violenece-
free educational atmosphere, it
is very possible.”

Our Khulna office adds:

| Teachers of all non-govern-

ment instututions here ob-
scrved strike today. They also
brought out proeessions. No
untoward incident was re-
ported.

Our Sirajganj correspon-
dent also filed a similer report.

Myanmar
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Khumis are also being sub-

| jested to SLORC repression.”

When asked if a border
tlash between Bangladesh and
Myanmar was imminent. Mrat
Kyaw said °1I dont think
Burma :‘l:I go to war with

*The SLORC regime is in-
creasing its forces mainly to
combat the threat of the grow-
ing resistance to military
rule.” he said.

*Furthermore, Burma is
having so much trouble coping
with all the insurgencies going
on at presenl that it is in no
position to wage war with any
country.” he added.

Mcanwhile. thousands of
Rohingya refugees are living a
sub-human Hlfe in the squalid
makeshift camps at different
remole hamlicis in the district.

NGO
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policies, the power' games of
world powers, the Minamata
conference observed,

The Minamata conference
vowed to combal the repres-
sion persisting throughout the
Wurltr.c because ‘all people,
cspecially the oppressed peo-
ple, have a natural and univer-
sal right to criticise. oppose,
or prevent the implementation
of deccisions alfecting their
lives. no matter where those
decistons were made’. The
right, the conference ob-
scrved, was more fundamental
than any artificial law or insti-
tution established by the state.

The proposed joint com-
mitlee of the NGO personali-
ties and leflt leaning political
lcaders plans to uphold these
ideals of Minamata Declaration

in Bangladesh, the sources say.
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The Midnight File

MOSCOW. Jan

I18: Six people were Killed, in the

Uzbekistan capital Tashkent when police fire at student
demonstrators protesting against priec rises. loterfax news

agency quoted students as saying today. reports AFP.

Great great-grandson of
Indian Sultan held

BANGALORE. {Indta). Jan 18; Pelice here have arrested the
great great-grandson of an Indian Sultan Monised here for

taking

on the British army 200 yecars agop, in an attempt (o
stop him staking a claim 1o the Sullan's
police said today they had taken 34-year

- » II
Asil Al Shah intw

protective custody Friday beeause he and supporiers planned

o occupy

the summer palace of Tippu Sultan Shahid. who

died fighting the British. reports AFFP.

Unipolar world impossible,
says Chinese FM

BEWING, Jan 18: Chinese Forcign Minister Qian Qichen
has declared that in his couniry's view, "a unipolar world was
impossibleé. because the major Western countries would
contend for their own interesis after the collupse of the
Soviel Union. More than 100 developing countries would also

seck their own road of development.

Qian told Ghanaian

President Jerry Rawlings according to a report by Xinhua

from Acera.

'‘Gamsakhurdia will be
defeated in a week

MOSCOW, Jan I8 Geurgias provisional Prime Minister

Predicted loday

that an atiempted comeback by ousted’

President Zviad Gamsakhurdia would be defeated in a weck.
Acting Prime Minister Tengiz Sigua told local journalists his
government! now controlled about 90 per cent to the

Transcaucasian republic and was

sed. il necessary. 1o ake

Camsakhurdia's west Georglan stronghold of Zigdidi. reports

Reuter,
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Hamidul Hug Chowdhury
left behind a son amd scven
daughters. His son Khaled
Hamidul Huq is an advocate in
the Supreme Court and also a
Director of the Bangladesh
Obscrver.

Among his sons-in-law are
former ambassador Manzur
Ahmed Chowdhury. Forcign
Secretary Riaz Rahman.
Architect Khadem Al and

A Y. Moshhuscamen.

n in 1901 in Feni
Hamidul Huq Chowdhury had a
varied carcer as a lawyer.
politiclan and newspaper pro
prictor spanning a long streich
of contem history.

Chowdhury attended
schools in Fent and Dhaka and
passed his Matriculation exam-
ination from the Secoltish
Church Colleglate School in
Calcutta in 1919. lc obtained
his bachelors degrec in
science from the Presidency
College and on getting his law
degree joined the Caleutta Bar
in 1930.

Hamidul Huq Chowdhury
became a member of ithe
Bengal Legislative Asscembly in
1937.  held a gabinet post in
binet and was
fated in the
t resulted in the
akistan in 1947
v Partition he joined the

lwh Court Bar and
became the Finance
Ministor ool the East Banghi
cabinet and wus also minister
for land revenue for a shorn
pecriod. He resigned ollowing
an encountcer with the then
Prime Minister of Pakistan
Liagquat All Khan. '

As leader of the Krishak
Sramik Party he was actively
involved in the formation of
the Jukto Front which de-
f[eated Nurul Amin's Muslim
League government in 1954,

Chowdhury became the
Foreign Minister of Pakistan in
1956 and was also closely as-
soclated in the launching of
the constitution the same year.

| Hamidul Huq Chowdhury

His final cabinet —n with
the Firoz Khan

ment, dissolved by the --:H
luw government of General
Ayub Khan in 1958,

He launched the erstwhile
Pakistan Observer in March
1949. Press circles recalled
his outstanding contribution
and genuine mmﬂtmrm to-
wurds developing the -

¢t industry, specially E

anguage ncewspapers, In

The controversial role of
Hamidul Huq Chowdhury dur-
ing the Liberation War in
197 | came under strong crity-
cism from the people of Lhe
country for his o the
sty called united m

He lived In exile il 1978
and the government returned
the ownership of the Observer
and the Chitrai w0 him in
1984,

His body will be taken. to
the Supreme Courl premiscs
today (Sunday) at 10:30 am
and 10 the Observer House al
11:30 am. The namaz-¢-junua’
will be held at the Banul
Mukarram Mosque alier Zohr
prayers the same day.

Hamidul Hugq Chowdhury's
body will be taken to his village
home in Ramnagar under
Dagonbhuiyan upazila on
Monday for burial at the lamily
; ard. '
5.I‘H\r'l:"¥m qul khwani will be held
at Nirala . Bhaban after Asr
prayers on and milad
mahfil and Quran khwani will
also be arranged at the

Observer House the same day
after Zohr prayers.

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Saturday ex-
pressed her decp shock at the
death of Hamidul Illugq
Chowdhury. an.eminent politi-
cian, lawyer and founder ol the

h Obscrver.

The Prime Minister prayed
for the peace of the departed
soul and conveyed her sympa-
thy to the members of the be-
reaved family.

In memory of a

publisher

By S.M.Ali

The death of Hamidul 1lug
Chowdhury at the age of 92
causes little surprise. but f
brings gricf to a cross-section
of our people who would
mourn the passing away of an
outstanding lawyer, a ploncer-
ing newspaper publisher and a
man with an astute mind.

It is hardly possible to pre-
dict how the posterity will

judge a man of the caltbre of

Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. In all
probability, he will be primar-

ily remembered 'as thc
founder-publisher of The
Bangladesh Observer . If onc

cannot think of the media
scenc in this country without
the Observer, one can hardly
think of this 42-year old publi-
cation without Chowdhury or,
what's more, without the role
he played in shaping the pa-
per. its political position, ncws
coverage and even editorials,

For nearly three decades,
the paper's lymrly objective re-
porting, backed by editorial
commentaries, served its
readership well and the paper

| stood up, despite some lapses.

for the interest of people in
the erstwhile Fast Pakistan
and later of Bangladesh. Then.
the paper ran out of steam and
became a shadow of its former
selfl. The decline of the

| Observer was, to a great ex’

tent, duec to the failure of the
paper's principal .. owner.
Chowdhury himself, 10 undcr-
stand the realities ol post:lib-
eration politics of Bangladesh,
bickerings within members of
the family and the ecrosion of
editorial independence under
the weight of Chowdhury's
highly personalised adminis-

tration. Yel. 1o the paper's
many thousand rcaders. the
Bangladesh Obscner is still
something of a national insti-
tution. -tired and old, but sull a
foree to reckon with.

publisher,
Hamldul Hug Cr:wdhury has
thus left behind a legacy
members of the family can be
justly proud of. However,
among the newspaper rcading
public in the country. there
will be concern nhout the fu-
ture of this national media
institution. The adverse relay
tionship that exists today be-
iwcen the employees and the
management cannot be set
right in a matter of days or

even in months. However, one¢

still hopes that the publication.
will survive the ordeal and
continue to be a reminder of
Chowdhury's service to  his
muthcrhnd mmhﬂnndlu
his own negative position on

its liberation twenty yeArs ago.
May his departed soul rest in

peace.



