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Dilemma in Algeria

Now the dilemma as to how to handle
the rise of the "'"E,'c fundmd nlolul‘l;t ru:u:l
Algeria clearly runs the rol g u
the way. The elect victory won by the
u&mum Front (ISF) earlier this month
has t off a series ol deve s which
cast a over the stability, not to mention
the democratic future, ol the North Alrican state.

After living In exile for lo 27 years,
Mohamed Boudial has returmned to rs to take
over the administration, with the support of the
armed forces, followl the resignation of
President Chadli Benjedid. which was obviously
prom'gted bf the military. Judglnlq by press
reports which raise more questions than
answers, Mr Benjedid was prepared to go a
with the mm w of :leﬂlnt:;hlc wut
have given Lhe Front an a ute majority
in the nt, probably with the er to
amend the constitution and call for a new

ntial election.

The tion from the army which. in this
case, seems (0 be backed by a sizable number ol
democrats. to the nssuu}mlun ol power by the
Front is understandable e rise of Islamic fun-
damentalism is being seen by many educated

rians as a threat to modernism and human

., ot in their own country but also in

the other two North Alrican countries, Tunisia

and Morocco. and perhaps eventually in t.

There is little doubt that the threat is a one
and must, therefore, be faced and contained.

However, il is extremely doubtul if the army-
backed authorities in Algiers can deal with the si-
tuation t h the methods they have adopted
so far, the cancellation of the second round of
election and e-scale arrests of Islamic mili-
tants. In in te terms, the situation may be

t under control. But it is only a question of
time the country is rocked by eruptions.
On the other hand, even the internatio opin-
ion, especially inside predominantly Muslim
countries, would be opposed to the army's methods.

ria should not lose time in resolving the
deadlock. The country cannot remain indefinitely
under the army rule. Should the country be given
a new constitution, [ramed by a new assembly,
which would disallow the exploitation of religion
for political purposes and make any form ol reli-
gious intolerance a punishable ollence? There
may also be other options. What is important is to
repare the ground for (resh polls which would
opefully lead the couniry towards secular
. All this should be done on the basis of
what the new Algerian leader. Mr Boudial said on
his return home on Friday. “"Islam is sacred and
no one must abuse il."

This ¢ echoes through Saudi Arabia and
several Gulf states which are committing substan-
tial funds to prevent the Muslim republics of the
former Soviet Union from going the Algerian way.
Much of the committed funds will be spent in
building mosques and Islamic institutes. No one
can argue against these moves. However, it is
essential that alongside these moves, these
newly-emerging republics learn about democracy
and how it is practised. about the working of a
multi-party system and religious tolerance, not
necessarily from the West but from some pre-
dominantly Muslim countries. like Malaysia,
Egypt. Turkey and, we are pleased (o say, adesh.

Another answer to the problem lies within the
Arab world. Unless Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
states start moving lowards one form of democ-
racy to another, their ability to challenge Islamic
radicalism in Algeria — or elsewhere — will always
remain limited. They must, in time, demonstrate
that a resurgence in the Islamic world lies in the
establishment of democracy. wide-spread liter-
acy, eradication of disparity between the rich and
the poor. and, above all. in the emancipation of
women. If this is not done, and done without too
much loss of time, we will be seeing Muslim radi-
cals holding their own "parliaments”, like the one
held in London earlier this month, threatening
to defy the local laws and to isolate the Muslim
community in Britain from the mainstream of life,
with possible damaging results to this ethnic minority.
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Gigantic Mosquito Factory
The Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) has identi-
fied 300 households as dirty enough to be breed-
fruunds of mosquitoes. according to a report
published in this paper on Friday. The report
guuted a DCC official as saying that if the city-
wellers did not keep their households clean.
then all the efforts of the Corporation would be
"futile”. To drive the point home, the DCC has
filed cases against the offending 300 households.
though the former may settle for a token fine rather
than the full penalty of six months' imprisonment.
The Corporation to be shifting a lion's share of
the responsibility to keep the place tidy onto the
shoulders of the taxEFayers themselves, rather

than those appointed and paid specifically to
perform the task.

While there can be no argument with the

assertion that citizens have a duty, moral as well
as social, to do thetr utmost to keep the city envi-
ronment healthy, the question is still a matter of
d e. It is ludicrous to imply that 300 house-
holds could be the source of the massive

uito problem aflecting this 210sq. km city of
nﬂr seven million people. One could even sug-
Pest hat, given the huge nature of the city's pol-
ution problem, one is rather surprised the DCC
has managed to locate only 300 offenders. and
not 3.000 or 300,000.

This is a city of innumerable slums and
shanties with no sanitation or sewerage facilities,
and areas of high-density living with woefully

ate civic amenities. The very structure of
this city is a health hazard, but the authorities,
now as in the past, seem only interested in cos-
metic im ents such as cleaning and paint-
ing VIP roads and the like, How is a lower-middle
class family living in a congested environment
ing to feel motivated to carry out its civic du-
es if it continually sees that those with the re-
sources, authority and the responsibility to per-
form the job are themselves least bothered?

There are thousands of open, often blocked
sewers in Dhaka in addition to hundreds of filthy
ponds, dead-end canals and other areas of severe
water- ng, all of which make this place one
gigantic mosquitoe factory. The responsibility to
clean-up the drains and ponds, and remove water

$ squarely with the DCC. What the DCC

should understand is that if it carries out its own
duties efliciently and with dedication. then the
City population will respond in the most positive
of ways. At present, the DCC is spending the tax-
ers money
ures in returm.: This must stop.

and dishing out sermons and l
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India Speeds Economic Liberalisation Programme
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. New Delhi
not feel confident it has
come out of the economic

7
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optimism and apprehension. '
Infllation remains the

ernment target of nine per
cent by April appears elusive.
Forecasters now predict the
financial year will end with 12
per cent inflation.

Nature cannot be blamed
for persistent inflation. The
last four years have seen gen-
erous monsoon rains. Food

grain production is again ex-
ted to reach an all-time
m:h of nearly 180 million
tonnes.
Finance Minister Manm-
ohan Singh told Parliament
inflation {8 now the

government’'s “primary objec-
tive of short-term economic

Curbing the budget deficit
is the key to controlling infla-
tion. The nt had as-
sured the IMF it would reduce
the fiscal deficit from nine per
cent of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in 1990-91 to

D K Joshi writes from New Delhi

The government of Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao is moving rapidly to liberalise
India’s economy. International financial institutions want him to go further — shut
money-losing state-run enterprises and privatise banks and much of the public sector.
Inflation persists and Rao's liberal measures have been blamed for severe price rises in
essential commodities.

per cont In 1991-92 and

these The public rev-
enue mm exceeds
138.54 billlon rupees

forecast in the last budget

erale structural adjustments

India

and begin liberaltsing imports
— of course with caution and at
a pace the economy can sus-
ki

Singh has already taken

sieps 0 cul governmenl ex-
penditure. Ths overall strategy

includes sirict controls on
public spending. financial and
tax reforms and a review of
laws restriciing foreign in-
vestment.

Already, his government has
felt the pohtical eflects of
infllation. It was taken o task
for not checking price rises in
essential commodities. Oppo-
sition parties salkd Hberalisation
was partly 1o blame

T™he gwernment has taken
some sieps to mitigate such
price rises. One has been o
begin sclling on the open
market wheat normally stored

economic trends

in governmen! warehouscs,
thereby checking a flourishing
black market and ending
artificial shoriages manip-
ulated by unscrupulous burea-
ucrats in league with private
traders. Nonetheless., govern-
ment warnings of a crackdown
on these traders have been
greeted with widespread
scepticism.

Political opinfon remains
strongly opposed 1o privatising
the public sector and nation:
alised banks. two loan
cundilions imposed the
World Bank and IMF. Opinion
leaders want the government
to protect India’'s economic
sovereignty by standing up o
international financial institu-
tons.

They are not. however: en

tircly opposed 1o allowing pri

vale capital into core sectors
like steel and r — now
exclusive public sector do-

mains — or to ending protee-
tion from foreign capital now
enjoyed by the private sector.
Even Indian communists
have mellowed since the
demise of centralised
in the Soviet Unfon and
Eastern Europe. Jyoti Basu.
high priest of the Marxist
Communist Party and West
Bengal's respected Chief
Minister, says IMF loans can
provide short-term benefits.
He also concedes that cer-
tain key sectors should be
opened to the private sector.
Nonetheless, he warns that by
agrecing to IMF conditions,
india could become danger-
ously dependent on foreign
capital

put pressure on New Delhi to
shut them down. But the polit-
ical fallout of a in unem-
ployment that would result
cannot be wished away .

About 26 millon workers
are in the 244 en-
lerprises in the central public
seclor. which excludes such
departmentally -run undertak-
ings as railways, the t of-
fice. nationalised banks and
financial institutions.

Of these companies. 98 in-
curred a net loss of 19.89 bil-
lon rupees and had accumu-
lated total losses of over 100
billon ru in 1989-90, the
last fiscal year for which fig-
urcs arc available.

Singh has succinetly
summed up India's

country is out of danger Let
nobody get the feeling that the
fundamentals in the Indian
cetonomy have changed
remarkably. Il the process s
deralled,. we could go down.
‘We will be worse ofl
because next time we will not
have the support of the

international community .

— QGEMINI NEWS

D K JOSHI (s a senior
Indian journalist who has
worked for vartous national
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CO-OPERATION AMONG THE SOUTH ASIAN NATIONS - II
el bttt Aot el Stk Bttt o D

Seeds of Distrust and Threats Must be Removed

by Prof Kabir Chowdhury and Dr Selim Jahan

Perhaps through over-enthusiasm and in the white heat of pride at our emergence as
independent entities we drifted more apart from each other than we needed to which has
resulted in our weakness, our poverty our backwardness as a region. If we want to stand
, Wwe must come closer to each other.

ROADLY speaking, the

major constrains to re-

glonal security, peace.
stability. inter-country unde-
rstanding and cooperation can
be categorized into a) imternal
ethnic and related problems
and b) external instigation. In
many Ccascs, extreme
nationalism or discriminatory
attitude by the state machinery
has led to internal ethnic
problems. Sometimes
involvement of neighbouring
countries in such matters has
resulted in inter-country
conflicts. The lack of mutual
respect for one another s
sovereignty and the tendency

of relatively more powerful
nations to dominate over their
weaker urs is a major

obstacle towards inter-country
understanding and cooperation
in the South Asian region. The
imperialist super powers have
played a potorious role 1o
destroy peace. stability and
security in this region. Often
they have used some South
Asian countries as powns in
their power play. they have
made one country suspicious
against the other and they have
instigated animosity among
nations. 'Divide and Dominate'
was the rule that they followed.
In order to achieve this goal,
they have turned ethnic
diversity into ethnic conflict.
have helped military juntas to
snatch state power, have
supported autocratic rules in
certain cases.

Colombo Plan to SAARC

The Colombo Plan was the
first institutional framework in
which the South Astan coun-
tries found a platform for re-
gional cooperation, even
though that cooperation was
mainly limited to the eco-
nomic sphere. In the B50s,
when India took a leading role
in landing NAM. the countries
in this region by 1960 became
active members of this move-
ment. Through NAM. the
South Asian countries played
an important role in support-
ing peoples’ movement for in-
dependence and self-determi-
nation all over the world;
elimination of apartheid and
inducing the Third World
countries of follow indepen-
dent political and economic

Sir, The World Bank and

representatives from other
donor agencies and countries

have reportedly advised
Elnglu'leog to revise its cur-
rent population strategy shift-
ing locus on an irreversible
method of family planning.
Since no one could possibly be
forced to adopt such a method
without giving rise to innu-
merable and serfous social, re-
liglous and political problems,
an equally effective and at the
same time acceptable method
would, perhaps, be o adopt a
policy of pursuation-cum-indi-
rect compulsion and on a
much wider scale than at pre:
sent and as advocated In my

up again raising our

policies. In the 80s. seven
countries in this region —
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka.
Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh
commendably have formed the
South Asia Assoclation for re-
glonal cooperation (SAARC).

But till now, this Association
has rematned more or less a
formal organisation and #t has
failed to establish itself as an
eflective institution for either
Teso bilateral or multilat-
cral or emerging as a
common foree in nterna-
tional crisis. Thus, if we would
ltke 1o ensure security. peace,
stability in this region. we
must take steps to remove the
relevant constraints identified
carlier and we should always
remember that our strength
Hes in unity. mutual under:
standing and cooperation.

To the people of South Asia.
secularism was a concept not
merely theoretically accepted
but also practised in their daily
lives. They were traditionally
God-fearing. as they still are,
but they were not fanatics. For
centuries people belonging to
different religions has lived in
this region in peace; commu-
nal disturbances and gquarrels
based on one's religious beliefs
were the gifts of the colonial
rules, whose parting kick was

. the partition of the subconti-
nent on the basis of the reli-

us beliefs of its people.
&dmg this path, later on,
the new rules in this region
frequently exploited religion in
their own political interest.

The imperialist powers and
their local agents have on
many occasions enginecred
military coups, maneuvered
the h;ppllng down of duly
elected democratic govern-
ments and installed in their

places power hungry persons
who, once in power, quickly

turned into ruthless dictators,

betrayed the national interests
sand their own people, and

article recently published in
your esteemed journal under
the caption e Spectre of
Population”. My suggestions
are ;

(1) Family planning being
an intensely personal matter,
and the great majority of our
people being also illiterate.
The benefits of family planning
be explained on a person-to-
person basis assigning a male
and a female field worker, so
as Lo cover every single house-
hold in the country;

(2) Family planning centres
and clinics be opened, on an
emergency basis, within a ra-
dius of every 2/3 miles

t the country;

(3) Irreversible methods
must be substantially rewarded
in cash or kind. Special em-

filled their own coffers, en-
couraged f[undamentalism.
made ltfe difficult for the mi
norities and discouraged all
kinds of free and progressive

thinking
Fundamentalism

Today we notice with great
concern the: emergence of
fundamentalism in some
countrics of South Asia. Many
indtviduals, institutions and
organisations, arc faling vic-
tims to the terroristic activi-
ties of various fundamentalist
groups. Religious fanaticism s
a foul discase. It is sometimes,
the result of well laid conspir-
acies hatched outside the
boundaries of the countries
where they erupt. [t ts a great
pity that this region once a
peaccful home of the followers
of many religions is fast tum-
ing into a cauldron of intoler.
ance and fanaticism and vio-
lent uprisings. A collective ap-
proach lo combat this menace
is an imperative of the hour. A
concerted effort should be en-
couraged to prevent the use of
religion by the state for politi-
cal purposes in any part of this
region. Peace, security, stabil-
ity and development of the en-
tire region must not be al-
lowed to be jeopardised by any

p of dichard fanatics, am-
) s military adventurists or
power hungry political coterie.
Collective awareness in this
regard to safeguard the inter-
esis of the region as a whole Is
esscntial.

Communication and mass
media can play a great role in
promoting social. political,
economic and cultural cooper-
ation among the nations of this
region. It is true that we lag far
behind the developed coun-
tries of the West in this field.
Yet, are we making appropri-
ate use of whatever facilities
we have? If the mass commu-
nication media are properly

utilised not merely for project-

phasis must be laid on male
sterilisation, and the rewards
thereol doubled since it is
much easier and also absolutely
harmless compared with fe-
male sterilisation:

(4) Farmers and other self-
employed pecople, both in vil-
lages and towns and citles,
with no more than two chil-
dren should get preference
over those with larger familics
in matters of obtaining ul-
tural and bank loans at cheaper
rates of interest as well as sub-
sidised rations and similar

other benefits:

(5) In all organised institu-
tions and large establishments,
such as in all government and
semi-government  offices,
mills, factories. large shops
and stores etc.. public and pri-

ing the image of the rules but
for furthenng the interests of
the peoples of the respeciive
countries and of the region as
a collective entity, [reed from
under bureaucratic control. a
good deal could perhaps be
achiceved

Natural Disasters

A common problem for the
South Asian countries is with
regard to naturul disasters and
preservation of the cnviron-
mental balance. Cyclones, udal
bores. floods and drought
plague many countrics of this
region fairly regularly. Among
erwvironmental problems. one
finds the large scale deforesta-
ton, the extinction of certain
animal species, dumping of in-
dusirial waste, population ex-
plosion ete. Given the nceded
good will ‘and determination
some of these problems can be
collectively handled to consid-
erable mutual benefit. In the
maitter of disaster manage-
memt. and in keeping the loss
of life and property at the min-
imum possible level. the 1m-
portance of timely exchange of
data regarding wcather can
hardly be exaggerated. Also. in
the matter of wild life preser-
vation and halting the indis-
criminate feling of trees for
fuel (in Nepal and Bangladesh)
common policies may be
adopted and laws framed

In the economiv field the
countries of South Asia while
conducting business and
commerce and various eco-
nomic activities with the rest
of the world should try to act
as a collective common mar-
ket In all business and com-
mercial discussions, agree-
ments  and decisions about
terms and conditiens with the
rest of the world. the coun-
trics of South Asia can act as a
common entity. When coun-
tries  of the rest of the world
export their goods to this
common regional market, the

vale employees with no more
than two children ghould get
preference over those with
larger families in matters of
increments and promotions;

(6) Employees retiring with
only one or a maximum of two
children should rececive be-
tween, say. 10% and 15% in-
creased pensions und similar
other retiremerit benefits:

(7) Employeces already with
larger familics should forfeit
any further increments or
promotions with the birth of
an additional child;

(8) The population boom
being our No."1” problem,
population control must re
ceive the highest priority as
well as the largest resource al-
location. Industrial and other
non-emergent development

latter can frame a common
tanill structure.

For implementing the sug-
gestions it will be necessary to
SCL up a permanent organisa-
tivn on the basis of mutual
agreement. Reallsm. dynamism
and eflecttiveness should be its
essential preconditions. SAARC
as it exists and functions today
IS yet to act in the way.

Economic Philosophies

'wo fundamental issues are
pertinent o the South Asian
ceonomies — first, countries
of this region have followed di-
verging economic philosophies
and the levels of development
are also different for different
countries. In terms of eco-
nomic philosophies. we have
observed the pursuance of
both capitalist and socialist
paths of development, shifting
from one extreme to the
other. in certain cases we also
observe the idea of mixed
cconomy being stressed. The
concept of wellare state was
also experimented in certain
economies,; Consequent to
these diversified economic
philosophies, the economic
stratcgies adopted ranged
from nationalisation. inward
looking policies to expansion
of the private sector, pur-
suance of a free market ori-
ented economic policy. The
latter strategy has often been
undertaken not because of
some objective conditions but
mostly because of the World
Bank., IMF pressure. But irre-
spective of differences in eco-
nomic philosophies . and
strategies, every muna in
this region has always nti-
fled poverty alleviation and
self-rellance as its major eco-
nomic objectives. From the
very beginning. however, all
the South Asian countries
have received considerable ex-
ternal assistance. But the end-
story is different depending on
the nature of aid utilization. In
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activitles can possibly wait a
while until we have some
breathing time.

A Qayum

Ex-President,  Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Dhaka.

Change and expense

Sir. The past autocratic
regime has created many ir-
regularities in the state system
and the new government is
trying to put things into order
by incorporating changes in
the system. We very much ap-
preciate the move. But one
matter | would lke to point
out that a thing should be
changed only when it becomes
extremely essential and cer-

countries like India and Sri
Lanka, aid has been used posi-
tively in their development ef-
lorts, where as in the case of
Pakistan or ., It has
resullied in chronic depen-
dence.

Because of difference in de-
velopment philosophies and
particularly in levels of devel-
opment among South Asian
countries, one fundamental

can be raised as (o
what sort of economic cooper-
ation is possible among them.
The issue of ble economic
cooperation two [acts —
adoption of an identical eco-
nomic policy package with re-
gard to the rest of the world
and second, inter-state eco-
nomic cooperation among the
countries in this region.

it is true that as a conse-
quence of disparities in levels
of development. countries lke
B esh. Nepal or the
N:ﬁh‘lve; run a substantial
trade deficit with their larger
neighbours. This distortion can
be removed through bi-or
:;:uumm negotiations with
provision ol more imports

by larger countries in this re-
n from their smaller neigh-
urs. The establishment of
joint economic commissions
can be a positive step in this
. The transfer of tech-
nology and technical know-
how is one prime area where
there is sufficient room for in-
ler-country cooperation in this
region. If each country spe-
cialises in the production of
these commodities in which it
has a comparative advantage
and then trade freely with its
neighbours, it will lead to op-
timization of overall regional
resources, increased efficiency
in production and maximiza-
tion of output. The countries
in this region can benefit
through more flexible labour
migration, transfer of effi-
ciency culture and a more free
but integrated capital market.
it should, however; be pointed
out that in this posed
structure there must be suffi-
cient provisions for safeguard-
ing the interests of smaller

and weaker nations. -

lain factors including financial
expenditure involved for the
change should be taken into
consideration. For instance,
the authorities have decided to
change the name of Biman's
Rajonigondha class. Even this

change, apparently small, will
definitely incur a good expen-
diture because the Biman will
have to change everything in-
chuding folders, cushion covers
etc. on which the name
‘Rajonigondha’ had been in-
scribed. We feel, Rajonigondha
is the name of a lovely
Bangladeshi Nlower and it had
no connection with the evil
sides of the autocratic regime.

M Zahidul Hagque
Assistant ssor, Bangla-
desh Ag ural Institute,

Dhale



