problem of congested
of the city is not a
to

to time in the
result always
to be transient.
growing in
ing means of
possible means, the sidewalks
an casy access W their
. The problem is ad-
mittedly a difficult one. For,
the number of people seeking
a living on the sidewalks is_al-
ways on the increase. On this
a feasible re-
habilitation scheme for them
al altefnative sites is really a
Herculean task. Lately, the
has reached such an
extent that it is felt that
counter measures need to be
taken on an urgent basis.
The ing scenes along

s appear to be
bizarre.
look

:

As for example, let us
the North South Road
to Baitul Mukarram
from there to the Gulistan

off-shoots jutting
nearby nooks and cran-
nies. The same situation is vis-
ible almost in the entire
Motijheel Commercial Area
and many other arcas of the

Dhaka city, more or less. The

situation is worse
confounded in the busy com-
mercial area by the equally
diso double parking ol
motor s. This medley of

confusing factors force the
pedestrians out of the side-
walks onto the roads. imped-
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ing free flow of vehicular traffic
and creating possaibilities of
accidents.

It is understood that the
City Corporation is the proper
authority to deal with the bur-
geoning problem. The author-
ity on its Mde reportedly takes
the posttion that its shorftage
of requisite manpower pre-
cludes adoption of effective
drive against the encroachers.
The police are sometimes
found nmunurﬂ.npnmdic raids.
Some people. however, make
the allegation thal some guar-
ters which can play a positive
part in this regard remain pas-
sive.

In view of the growing di-
mension of the problem, it
secems urgent that the hands of
the proper authority should be
strengthened to deal effec-
tively with this menace to civic

life. A growing melropolitun
city needs to present a clean
visage of its network of roads
and pavements. Apart from the
more advanced countries in
the west, some countries in
Asia. for instance, Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur and even New
Delhi to an extent have man-
aged to keep their sidewalks
and pavements free from en-
croachments from vendors,
traders or beggars.

The problem has obvious
humane implications. The
economy-minded people who
form the bulk of customers for
the merchandise selling on the
side-walks merit as much con-
sideration as those small
iraders and vendors engaged
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The congested sidewalks

in those areas.

in varfous trades on the pave-
ments for ecarning a living
Since the prohlem involves
socto-economic considerations
as well, it is believed that a
process ol eviction. even on a
sustained basis. cannot be the
answer.

It is, therefore, considered
important that this perspec-
u\rcpou kept in view in framing
any schemc for rehabilitation
of the people lo be evicted
from those arcas. Since the
pavement congestion has al-
ready become intolerable it
behoves the concerned au-
thorittes to adopt suitable
scheme in this behalfl on a pri-
ority basis.

On account of the severe
limitation of adequale space in
city areas for their rchabilita-
tion, 1t is believed in some
quurters that the only alterna-
tive atl presenl is to push up-
ward [rom street level or
downward below ground for
any rechabilitation scheme.
Such projects exist in some
developed Asian cities.

The City Corporation had
previously set up some hawk-
ers' markets in the city. But
their efforts barely touched the
fringe of the problem which
has been steadily on the rise.
Now the problem has assumed
gargantuan proportions, whi-
ch. in combination with the
slow-moving rickshaws, is
creating prolonged traffic jams
current
pavement situation presents
just one aspect of the existing
traflic anarchy.

Major Sikh parties
to boycott polls

CHANDIGARH. Jan 17 : Major
Sikh political parties d

Friday to boycott elections that
were called for next month to
restore local government in
Punjab state for the first time
in five years.

The leaders ol six parties
agreed not to field candidates
for the Feb.19 vote for 117
seats in the state legislature,
announced Wednesday by
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao's government. They dis-
missed
farce.”

The last elected state gov-
ernment was dismissed in
1987 when a Sikh tist

campaign spun out of control.
The northern farm state has

the eclection as "a

been since then di-
from New Delhi.
refusal to take part in

the campaign could lecave the
way open for Hindu-dominated
parties or the dominant
Congress to waltz into of-
fice in Punjab, the only Indian
staté where Sikhs are in a ma-
; » Nationwide, Sikhs are 2
‘percent of India’'s 844 million

‘ zl. Sikh candidates may

nan as nis or repre-
senting the si major Sikh
party that did not attend
Friday's mee of Sikh lead-
ers in city of Ludhiana,

man said after the
that the six parties
believed the vote was point-
less. "Without finding a solu-
tion to the punjab problem,
participation in the election
does not mean anything to the
Stkhs,” said PraRash Singh
Badal. a former Punjab chief
Minister - the state's highest
elected official. ~
All the factions are consid-
ered close to the outlawed mil-

A

itant groups that have been
fighting since 1983 for an in-
dependent Sikh nation in

The Sikh parties previously
demanded the release of all
suspected militants being held
without trial and the with-
drawal of the thousands of
army troops sent to Punjab 1o
contain the insurrection and
ensure public safety for the
election,

The elections were sup-
posed to be held last June but
were postponed at the last
minute until September. They
were canceled once again by
Rao's govergment because of
the continuing violence.

More than 20 Sikh candi-
dates were assassinated in the
may-June campaign by mili-
tants who wanted to sabotage
the election.

Two killed
in connection
with dacoity

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were killed in
connection with a dacoity at
Din Mohammad Colony at
Cantonment in the city Friday

early hours,

Belal, a tempoo helper, son
of Nawab Ali, was stabbed to
death by dacoits at his resi-
dence in the colony at about
3:30 am while another
unidentified person suspected
to be decoit was beaten to
death by mob.
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Star man
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hour-long blockade of the ghat
by the transport workers,
causing a serious log-jam of
traffic at Kuchiamara and at
Baghapur in Ke upazila
on the other side of the river.
"There is no security al
these ghats. You never see any
policemen on duty at these
places which have become
dens of thugs and extortionists
posing as transport and ghat
workers. People who travel
through these ghats are com-
pletely at the mercy of these

mastans who are organised and
armed. Ordinary people are oo
afraid to protest, as there is
never any police there to pro-
tect the public”, Mohsin said.

Both Mohsin and the badly-
injured taxi driver filed cases

t the arrested man.

The Superintendent of
Police (SP) of Munshiganj.
Farook Ahmed Chowdhury,
told Mohsin that he had only
20 policemen at his disposal to
deploy in Sirajdikhani upazila.

“Is is not possible for me to

provide security at ferry ghats
as these 20 have to patrol the
entire umm.la. | can only think
about ghats if the higher
authorities provide me with
sufficient manpower,” the SP
told Mohsin.

The blockade ended alter
the police, under pressure

from the stranded public, re-.

moved all the vehicles which
were lelt parked sideways by
the angry workers on the nar-

row lane leading to the jetty.

1 killed, 1 hurt in

train mishap

The driver of a goods train
was killed and its assistant
driver was injured when en-
gine of Akhaura bound Ka-2
goods train hit detached wag-
ons of another goods train in
between Satgaon and
Rashidpur statibns on Sylhet-
Akhaura section early Friday,
according to railway source,

reports BSS,

Driver Malay Mia and assis-
tant driver Hossain Ali were on
board the engine of Ka-2 goods
Injured Hossain Ali has
been sent to Dhaka by road af-
ter giving first aid at the

Srimangal Health Complex.

Visiting Thai Crown Prince Maha Vajilankron placing wreaths at the National Memorial at

Savar yesterday.

" New initiative to
solve CU deadlock

From Our Correspondent

Chittagong Lo Bl
University au -
ties are expected to hold an
offictal dialogue soon with the
student leaders in a bid to

the APSU and the CUCSU
challenging the appointments
of new Vice Chancellor and
pro-Vice Chancellor.

Student leaders blamed the
government for violation of
1973 University Act in ap-
pointing the new Vice
Chancellor for the Chit £
University. The leaders of the
APSU and the CUCSU called
upon the government to with-
draw what they said "unde-
mocratic” decision. The inde-
finite student strike called by
the APSU and the CUCSU 1o

pose the removal of former
::Hpnt Chancellor and appeint-
ment of a new one from
the first day of New Year. al-
fecting the academic life of
about twelve thousand students
of the Chittagong University in
addition © turning the campus
more volatile and causing more
worries to all concerned, in-
cluding the guardians. The
government to solve the prob-
lem appointed a new Vice
Chancellor to overcome the
onec-year-long crisis that gri-
pped the campus. But the step
sparked off bigger erises as the
APSU and the CUCSU, instcad

.of welcoming the decision.

launched a fresh movement
gmt::ung the measure taken
y the government. Since
then, the Chittagong
University entered into an-
other deadlock with a section

of teachers issuing press

the ofhi-

Chhatra Shibir hailed the move
of the for appoint-
ing a new Vice Chancellor and
a pro-Vice Chancellor. The
Shibir-backed students ob-
served a token hunger strtke

Thursday last on the campus,
demanding the reopening of

the classes and restoration of |

academic life,

Mentionably, from the first
day of January no cluss was
held at the Chitlagong Univ:
ersity as students could not
reach the campus as the
protesting APSU and CUCSU
blocked the road to the uni-
versity.

Meanwhile. in order to
defuse the tension, the new
Vice Chancellor and provosts
of halls were reported 10 have
held private-level talks with
the lcaders of APSU (All-Party
Students Unity)] and CUCSU
(Chittagong University Central
Students Unfon). aimed at
break the stalemate, sour-
ces said. Efforts were on 1o
bring those student leaders
into the confidence of the au-
thority through unofficial con-
tacts so thal it could pave Lhe
way for holding an official dia-
logue soon W make an end to
the trouble in the greater in-
terest of academic atmosphere
of the Chittagong University.

| Delhi to hold talks

with ULFA

NEW DELHI, Jan 17 : The
Indian government will hoid
talks with Maoist guerillas ncxt
week in a bid to end the insur-
gency in the northeastern
state of Assam, Home Minister
Shankar Rao Chavan said today,
reports AFP,

The announcement came
three days after the govern-
ment sus mili oper-
ations and declared pas-
sage for rebels belonging to
the outlawed United Liberation
Front of Assam (ULFA) in a bid
to restore peace in the region.

Chavan told reporters that
negotiations with the ULFA
during the truce would be
conducted by his deputies.
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha
Rao will join the talks only in

r ﬂ::_#:n:l;tagp,ﬂhmnsaﬂ.

inister said he would
pate in the talks with

| five ULFA leaders who ‘agreed

Tuesday to hold official nego-
tiations with the government

Chavan said Assam Chief -

Minister Hiteshwar Saikia
would arrive here next week to

meet the ULFA leadership for
the talks, but warmed that the
insurgents would have to over-
come their internal differ-
ences before the peace lalks.

Although it has existed
since the early 1980's, the
ULFA came into prominence
only about two years ago with a
series of well-planned kidnap-
ping and murders, triggering
panic in the regional tea and
oil industries.

But in recent wecks the
ULFA has softened its position,
declaring a unilateral ceasefire
on December 17 in the [ace of
an army crackdown which
threw its operations into dis-

array.

Six killed in
Punjab bomb blast
NEW DELHI Jan 17: At
least six people were killed
and 15 more injured when a
powerful bomb exploded in the

northern state of Punjab today,
the Press Trust of India said.

F

Devotees on way to Tongi for Biswa Ejtema today.

—PID photo
Vajiralongkomn
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with Bangladesh.
Earlier. the That Prince was

received by Prime Minster
Begum Khaleda Zia when he
arrived at Sonargaon Hotel
The two held a briel meeting
and exchanged pleasantries.

BSS adds : Foreign Minister
ASM Mostaflzur Rahman called
on the Thai Crown Prince at
Karatoa state guest house in
Dhaka Friday evening

During the mecetng the
Foreign Minister said there
were scopes for cooperation
between Bangladeshh and
Thailland in arcas like popula
ton control. rural develop
ment and tourism.

The Prince sakd cotiage in-
dustry and handicralt had
cereated employment oppeortu-
nity in rural areas in his coun
try. He sald there were
chances of sharing expericnce
between the two countries In
both the sectors. He praised
the liberal industrial policy of
Bangladesh.

That Deputy Prime Minisicr
Meechal Ruchupan. Bangls
desh Forelign Secrctary Reaz
Rahman and Bangladesh
Ambassador to Thafland Major
General Moinul Hossaln were
present when the Fureign
Minister called on the Prince.

ljtema
From Page | Col B

prayers] would be offered

About two thousand devo
tees [rom as many as 35 coun
trics have already arrived at
the venue. The countries in:
clude India. Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Indonesia, Malaysia.
Saudi Arabia. USA. UK. Algenia.
Bahrain. UAE. Sudan Syria,
Brunei. Australia, France,
South Africa. the Philippines,
Chad. Nigeria. Singapore. Ku-
wait, Qatar. Fiji. Turkey,
Swilzerland, Morocco. Ethio-
pia, Jordan and EgypL

lftema organisers expected
devotees Trom some other
countries tomorrow.

Hazrat Maulana Enamul
Hasan. who conducts the
Akheri munajat every year, is
unable to conduct this yecar's
prayers because of ill health.
according to the organisers.

Besides the separate pen-
dals for the devotees from
home and abroad. electricity,
power, gas. water supply and

sanitation lacilitics
have been ensured.

Tongi Pourashava and local
hospital have set up temporary
health care centres at dillerent
parts of the venue.

Hasina greets
Biswa Ijtema
attendants

Awami League president,
and Icader of the opposition
Sheikh Hasina has greeted the
Muslim devotees attending the
Biswa ljtema at Tongi. reports
UNB.

In a statement Friday. she
expressed her solidarity with
the devotees and sought
blessings of Almighty Allah for
fighting all sorts of exploila-
tion. deprivation. injustice and
Bigotry.
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regrouping in

TBILISI, Jan 17 Armed supporters of Ceorglan President
Zviad Gamsahhurdia were gathering in western Georgia afler
the deposed leader returned there Thursday and announced
‘the stasrt of a civil war.' reports said. The reports. obtained in
Thilist from the President's supporters, said the Camsalkiur-

dia backers were in Kutadssi, a city sbout 100 kms (50
miles) from Zugdidi. the Presidemt wrged a crowd on
Thursday to march on the Georgian capital and Hguidate the

junta’ that forced him from power earlier
AFF.

this month,

i

Shamir likely to seek
early elections

JERUSALEM, Jan 17: Prime Minisicr Yitzhak Shamir
he wouid ‘almost certainly’ seek carly elections to

a crisis set ofl by far-right
talks. Shamir said

die East peace

process on track in the next few months

political uncertainty, citing the progress he said was
cach round of talks, reports AP,

500 Islamic militants
held in Algeria

ALGERIA, Jan 17: Five hundred Islamic
have been arrested by security forees in

leader said here today. Abdelkader Moghni,
Cunna De Bab El Oued Mosque.’ did not however
or when the arrests ook place. Eyewitnesses saw

would iy to

i

i

2
K
g

where
several Is-

&

lamic militants arrested near the mosque. reports AFP.

ALGIERS. Jan 17 : Algeria's
new r Mohamed Boudial
refurned home rom extle W
take power and warncd
Islamic fundamentalists a state
of law would rule and religion
must not be abused, reports
Reuter.

Boudial addressed the na-
tlon in sombre terms within
seven hours of arrival to a red-
carpet welcome, 27 yeurs alter
being sentenced 1o death for
political activity.

l

| River and at lcast 47
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— Phote: Gazipur Correspondent
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He told Algeria’'s 26 millon

Mohamed Boudial.
—AFP photo

people: "It is not permitted to
anyone, indtvidual or group. to
. monopolise religion for unholy
| interests. Islam is sacred. and

j no one must abuse it

His statement was seen as a
clear warning to the Islamic
State after taking an appar-
ently unassailable lead in a
general election.

Boudiaf returns from exile

'None will be allowed
to monopolise religion'

President Chadli Benjedid

resigned at the weeckend.
Diplomats say he was forced
outl by military and senior offi-
cials angered at his determi-
nation to see the general elec-
tion through.
On Sunday. Algeria’'s in-
terim rulers cancelled the un-
finished poll. The FIS said i .
would pursue its goals and
challenge through legal means
the new five-man presidency
led by Boudiaf.

Ul have conwe to offer my
hand to everyone without ex-
ception for reconciliation, co-
vperation o butid as
the martyrs’' of the revolution
against the French dreamed
and the young now dream and
Algeria of fraternity. twlerance
and creative work.” the new
head of state said

But he added: "The institu-
lons of state must be re-
spected by all and the state
must be one of law.

Shafique Siddiqu
undergoes brain

operation
Prof Shaflique Siddique,

husband of Sheikh Rehana. was

operated upon in his brain
successfully at Singapore

National University Hospital

Friday, UNB.
Dr Timo Thylee, a
renowned neuro-surgeon,

conducted the five-hour op-
cration from 10 am, Awami
League sources said,

"The operation is success-
ful”, Dr Timo Thylee told anx-
jous relatives of Prof Siddique
atl the hospital.

47 killed as
ferry capsizes
in Jhelum

.  LAHORE. Jan 17: A ferry
jammed with passengers re-
turning frcm a religious festival
capsized in the icy Jhelum
ple
were killed, police said Friday,
reports AP,

Another 150 people were
missing and feared drowned,
police said. !

They said 50 pecople swam
to shore after ‘the boat over-
turmned lste Thursday in an iso-
lated region of eastern Punjab
Province,

Rescue operations. began
Friday morning, police said.

Police said the ferry over-
turned shortly after it set off
from a festival -in the village of
Machhiwala, 150 miles (250
kilometers) south of Lahore,

The ferry had a maximum
capacily of about 175 passen-

Dhaka - CIS
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currency since 1987,

Concerned sources observe
that the terms and conditions
of loans from the East
European countries would also
be harsher for Bangladesh. The
total amount of loans and aids
would also be squeezed due to
their internal crisis.

The sixth unit agreement
with Russia also rellected this
attitude. The interest rate for
the sixth unit programme was
four per cent while the inter-

est rate for the fifth unit pro-
ject was three per cent. The
centage of down payment

also been enhan from.
the previous [ive per cent to °

7.5 per cent, "

Sources said the future of
economic co-operation with
the East European countries is
not bright as yetl. Besides
Hussia, some economic rela-
ons still exist with Hungary
and Czechoslovakia.

and 47 bodies were found. 4

- :
CIS unity meet
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rcported since most of the
former Soviet republies freed
prices on many goods carlier
this month.

Several militiamen were
also wounded in the riot in
Tashkent Thursday night. the
Russian Information Agency
said. The riots occurred on the
same day Uzbek authorities
freed prices and introduced
food coupons.

The students broke the
windows of food stores display-
ing s they said were now
unaffordable, said Alfre
Baranov, the deputy chief§§f
the Uzbek news agency

They also overturned sev-
eral cars and threw rocks at
police, the Interfax news
agency reported. Students
spcakers demanded the resig-
nation of Uzbekistan's presi-
dent, Islam Karimov.

HBFC loan
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surances from the minister
court cases had been sus-
pended for a few months, but
were resumed recently. )

He added that the Finance
Minister had also agreed to
waive 50 per cent of lump sum
interests and divide the rest
into installments payable
within the loan-term. The
minister also assured to waive
the total amount of penaity in-
terests, Haque said.

However. the Finance
Ministry source said that de-
mands of the borrowers’ asso-
clation were being
but added no decision
beert taken in this regard.

He pointed out that all op-
tions, including turning it into
a commercial bank were being
considered to make
nancially viable again. He
as funds, need to be
Lo pruvﬂt new loans,
rowers need to play
role and should repay
standing amounts to
the funds.
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