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Dhaka Day by Day

So with a huge
huge hale in the
season for long

dressed w0 kill or rather to be killed with
all that armour, ene begins to wonder at the log-
e of such ordeals! The whole process, starting
with the ‘engagement’ which we used to call the
‘panchint’ back In the sune old days. o the re-

ception, has be-

come a rather.

obscene
amount of mon-
ey is spent pro-
viding people
with a choleste-
rol feast and the
lucky bride's

ble experience.
The word ‘fun’
seems to be as

alien as the
word ‘taste full’
in these func-
tions, making
them quite
meaning less.
One of the
things that peo-
ple often com-
plain about is
the lack of
warmth and per-
sonal attention
at these func-

ons, that in earlfer times used 1o be not only
taken for granted, but the main point of attend-
ing in the [irst place. Many times upon arrival,
goes straight to the dining table to eal
galore. cursorily
washes the hands and then goes on his/her
sweet way home without even seeing the host/
hostess, bride or bridegroom! The reason [or
this is nefther the gucst’'s inordinate craving for

i mor an inherent rudeness on the part of
the host. It is because of the simple fact that
people crammed togeth-
er in too little space. The host and hostess are
so preoccupied trying to make sure that there is
enough grub for everyone that they just don't
have the opportunity to look anyone in the eye,

the guest
his/her share of the calorie

there are far too many

sigh ol reliel and an equally

ket. we bid farewell o Lhe

wn out nuptial functions.
There are of course a few isolaged incidents of
marriage here and there but over all, the worst
is over. Nevertheless, one can not help but recall
the trauma of trying not to wear something worn
on

fifty other occasions and squcezing just one
nt~in the over-exhausted

ther with the endlicss hours

on the Grease Heavy on the Fun!

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

‘haldis',

it really necessa
Would it be so o
mother-in-law's brother's wile Is not included in
these uplifiing festivities?

Coming back 1o the victuals. it s curtous to
note that while the rute of heart discase is one
the rise, the amount of pure ghee
items served is also on the rise. This kind of
perverse causal relationship is surely an indica
tion of — whait shall | say —
now 'binﬁml at the engagement, biriyani at the

riyant at the wedding and yes. birtyan|
at the reception! | know of many people for
whom such food is nothing short of
option for them is either to refrain

let alone Lalk 1o him or her! My guestion is — s
o tnvite the entire lown?

nsive Il just once the bosas

in the lvod

son. The
eating

at all or face

consequences

Eul may cven be
tal. Surely a
tradition that
causecs such se-
vere health
problems is best
left in our histo-
ry books to be
remembered
with [ondness
and nostalgia
Taking aboul
tradition | am
curious to know
what is so tradi-
tional about sit-
ting from 3 to 4
hours just star-
ing at the blank
expressions of
the guesis and
realising that
you probably
look as lack-
luster as
do? For that is
all one can do at
these duets. Why
not cut down on
the glitter and
ghee and pro-
vide some live
entertainment
like having a
band to sing? As
for making the
lady who is aboul
lo tie the knot

wail for hours and hours with all that gold and
brocade weighing her down — this can be only
termed as sadism. In many cases she is frowned
upon if she even dares to talk or smile. Is get-
ling married so awful that one is supposed to
look a§ miserable and surfaced as possible?
Strange traditions we have | must say!

One thercfore welcomes with great relief, the
close of this hectic period. For most working
people coming back from the office and then
getting dressed everyday, stretches our toler-
ance or fatigue level to very taut limits and does
little to improve our looks! But if you still insist
on having 14 separate functions for your darling
boy or girl geiting hooked, make them just a
litue bit of fun and go a little easy on the grease!

Joint Declaration yet to be

malterialised: Ishtiaq

The basic characteristics of
country's 1972 Constitution
must be restored to ensure in-
dependence of the judiciary.
freedom of the press and the
people’'s fundamental rights,
according to eminent lawyers.

Addressing a seminar in the
city Friday, the lawyers ob-
served that the 72
Constitution had lost its basic
structure following incorpora-

tion of certain elements of
Martial Law as well as black
laws.,

Organised by the
Democratic Lawyers’

Association of Bangladesh at
the National Museum audito-
rfum. the seminar was ad-
dressed by lawyers Syed
Ishtiagq Ahmed. Debesh
Chandra Bhattacharya, Shamsul
Haq Choudhury, Mainul
Hosein, A K Badrul Huq and
journalist Reazuddin Ahmed.
Association President
Shafiq Ahmed was in the chair.
Mohammad Mohsen Rashid
presented the key-note paper
of the seminar titled
“Independence of Judiciary
and Role of Press in

Democracy™ on behall of the
organisers.

ing on the occasion
Ishtiaq Ahmed said that
autocratic rulers destroyed

elementis of

all the three
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By Staff Correspondent

democracy: independence of
judiciary, freedom of press and
sovereignty of the parliament.

The hard-ecarned democ-
racy cannot be meaningful
without these elements. he ob-
served.

In this regard. Ishtiaq
Ahmed criticised the govern-
ment for not yet materialising
fully the joint declaration of
three major political alliances.
The present government
should fulfil {ts commitments
made in the joint declaration
to consolidate democracy. he
said.

Calling upon the journalists
to be objective in reporting,
Ishtiaq said the press can play
the role of interpreter be-
tween the government and
the people in a democratic so-
ciety.

Despite the existing f{ree-
dom of the press, he said some
undue actions like central dis-
tribution of advertisements
were still hindering the de-

not be freed from the mflu:
cnce of the administration. he
puinted oul.

Shamsul Haq Choudhury in
his address said that the
Constitution of 1972 was
pushed backward through re-
peated amendments to it
“The present character of the

Constitution does not reflect

the supremacy of the people”,
he added.

The 12th Amendment to
the Constitution ought to be
aimed at [receing the
Constitution from all undemo-
cratic  characteristics, he
opined.

Referring to the
Independence of Judiciary,
Choudhury said it was needed
not to subserve the interest of
the jurists but for the sake of

justice to people

Debesh Bhattacharya said
that the ‘72 Constitution had
lost three out of four basic
state principles. According to
him. the people’s representa-

velopment of an absolute free . tives in the parliament should

press.

Spcaking on Independence
of Judiciary, Ishtiaq called
upon the government to pass
the Privatc Members' Bill in
the parliament seeking sepa-
ration of the judiciary from
the «executive ‘organs.
Otherwise. the judiciary would
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Night temperature may fall

Sky likely to remain partly cloudy over the some northern

districts while weather mainly

to prevail dry across the

country during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today (Saturday),

reports UNB.

Met office said, night temperature may fall by 1 to 2 de-

gree Celsius over the country,

Friday's maximum temperature was recorded in Dhaka

23.4
The
Celstus in Dinajpur

Celsius and minimum 15 degree.
st temperature in the country was 10 degree

Percentage of humidity was 80 per cent in the morning

and 8] per cent in the evening.

The sun sets today (Saturday) at 5.35 and rises Sunday at

6.44.

take steps for restoration of
the basic characteristics of
the Constitution and rid it of
‘distortion’ to consolidate
democracy.

Mainul Hosein said that
democracy was incomplete
without [ree press and inde-
pendent judiciary.

Seven-member
team off to
Kuwait

A seven-member delegation
left Dhaka for Kuwait Friday to
attend a four-day International
Islamic Seminar scheduled to
begin there today, reports
UNB.

The delegation members
are : Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury, Dr. Mohammad
Abdul Bari, Maulana AKM
Yusuf, Advocate Humayun Kabir

Chowdhury, Advocate Sk Abdul -

Hye. Maulana Mohiuddin Khan
and Maulana Asadullah Ghalib.

pure madness? It is

W

Publication
ceremony

The publication ceremony
of ‘Amar Jiban Amar Abhiggta
renowned author and poct
truddin Yusul will be held
oday Saturday on the occasion
of his 73rd birth anniversary at
angladesh National Musecum |
Children’'s Audiiorium at 500 |
pm. reports BSS ]
Deputy Leader of the Jatiya |
Dr A Q M Badruddoza
Chowdhury will be the chiel
guest and Dr. Mahmood Shaha |
QGureshi will be the special |

guest. Dr. Moliz Chowdhu
will preside. Dr. W Ahmed.
Prof. Jatin Sarker, Al-Mujahidi |

|
|
and Abdul Hye Sikder. among L
other, will participale in the |
discussion. F

|

|

Two killed

in mishaps
Two people were killed and

two policemen injured in sep ‘

arate ineidents in the city
Friday. hospital sources said
reports UNH

Belal (16). a tempo helper
succumbed 1o his infuries on
way to Dhaka Medical College

Hospital after being injured by
a thief ncar his residence at |
Dila Mohammad Colory

He was hit by an unident
fied thiefl who was taking away
some parts of his tempo. _

People on the spot immedi
alcly caught hold of the thief
and beat him to death

Besides, Sirajullah (30 a
police constable reccived
cocktall injurtes at Svadabad
Bus Terminal at aboul 4 pm
when he attempted to stop |
some pickpocketers. |

Miscreants numbering
about five blasted a cocktail |
after being stopped from pick- |
pocketing. The policcman was |
seriously injured in the blast.

Another constable Rashed
(28) of Tejgaon Thana also
stabbed when he tried 10 stop
some miscreants from snatch-
ing ornaments from a female
rickshaw passcnger in Mirpur
at about noon.

BBoth the constables were |
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital

Saturday

500 Opening  Annoiunce
ment Al-Quran Pro
gra.ln.n‘rt SLITTUNANY

5.10 News in Bangla.

5.20 Recitation from the
Tripitak

5.30 Sports world

6.00 Drama serics: Alice in
Wonder Land

6.30 Jibon-o-Projukiee.

7.05 Bansharl: lolk songs |

8.00 News in Hangla *-

H.30 Probaha. : ,'

9.00 Ujjibon ;

10,00 News in English.

10.30 Drama serics - Dallas

11.30 Khabar/ The news

11.40 Sunday s programme |
sUImmary

11.45 Closing

Handicraft |
exhibition

A two-day handicraft exhi
bition under the auspices of |
Bangladesh Navy Family
Welfare Association began
Friday in the city . reports
BSS.

State Minister for Social
Welfare and Women's Affairs
Sarwari Rahman formally inau-
gurated the exhibition at the
premises of Retired Army
Officers’ Club at Mahakhali.

Speaking on the occasion
Rahman stressed the need fur
increasing women's active
participation in the national
economic activities. !

She said this kind of exhi-
bition will create marketing
opportunity of women's handi-
craft and sell determine the
demand of the products.

The function was also ad-
dressed by the President of
the Bangladesh Navy Family
Welfare Association Shirin
Islam.

' nial

Metropolitan s

/)

A sequence of drama 'madarir Khela' staged by Dhaka Mancha at the
auditorium in the city Friday.
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President Abdur Rahmmo
Biswas Friday called upon his-
tortans and intellectuals to play
their due role to meet the
changing demands of the time,
reporis BSS

“History and tradition are
two basic ingredients of a na-
tion for its identity. The

longevity of a society largely

| depends on #ts stable base of

its own history and culture”
he said. while addressing as
the chiel guest the 4th bien-
general meeting of the
Astatic Society of Bangladesh
in the city.

Presided over by the socl-
ety's Prestident Dr Abdulla-Al-
Muti Sharfuddin, the meeting
was also addressed by iis
Oeneral Secrctary Prol Sayed
Anwar Hossain and Joint
Secretary Dr Shartfuddin.

The Presidemt appreciated
the society’'s relentliess en-
deavour in rescarch and study

| on man and nature ol Asia in-

.chuding Bangladesh and hoped

it would increase its activities
in future.

He lauded the role of the
society which had published
60 valuable books on history,
art and culture, sculpture and

science of Asia including
Hangladesh. .
President Biswas called

upon the intellectuals and his-
torfans to project the peal his
tory, and historical truth and

f- - o g —— T = T ]

evaluate people. involved in
our national ;

“In this way, we will be able
to evaluale the contemporary
history of our Liberation War
and democratic movement,”
he sasd.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas said a comprehensive
history was yet 10 be co
even alter 20 years of the in-
dependence. "Il we [afl to pre-
sent the real history of inde-
pendence to the future genera-
tions, it will be impossible 1o
bear that pain.” he said.

The President also called
for not misleading the people
by avoiding the truth out of
personal jealousy or by unnec-
essary gossips. "Independence
of motherland is always sacred

City BNP
meeting
today

An emergency meeting of
the Presidents. General Secre-
tarics and Orgamsing Secre-
tartes of the Thana and Ward
units of city IBNP will be held
today (Saturday) at 4 pm at the
Nawab Yusul Market office of
the city BNP. reporis BSS.

According W a party press
release, city BNP President
Mir Shawkat Ali MFP will pre-
side over.the mceting

e

‘Nibedan' will

t's on today

Musical soiree
prescnt a musical soiree ttled 'Harano Soor

s 00

.....

Harano Gan’ at the Guide louse auditorium today {Saturday)

at 6:30 pm.

Vetcran and new artists will render the old songs. mainly

the folk songs.

The singers selected for the funcuon include Subir Nandi,

Iffat Ara Khan, Anup Bhattacharya,

Rafiqul Alam, Dalia

Nawshin. Sadia Afrin Mallik. Mahmud Selim. Bishwajit Roy,
Nasima Shahin Fancy, Sangeeta. Farhana Akhtar, Masud

Chowdhury and Parvez.

Rotary Club of Uttara

The

regular- weekly mecting of the Rotary Club of Uttara

will be held today [Saturday) at 6 pm at the residence of the

late AM Kamal at Uttara.

The meeting will be followed by a milad mahfil.

Press conference of ICMAB

The national couneil of the Institute

Of Cost and

Management Accountants of Bangladesh has convened a press
conferepee today (Saturday) at 12 noon at the ICMA Bhaban at

Lions Club of Dhaka Progoti

The regular meeting of the.Lions Club of Dhaka Progoti will
be held today (Saturday) at 6 pm at the Hotel Sonargaon.

Brahmanbaria Zila Samity

Nilkhet.

The first meeting of the newly

clected executive body of

the Brahmanbaria Samity, Dhaka will be held today (Saturday)
at § pm at the Officers Club al Baily Road in the city.
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Affairs Begum Sarwary Rahman visited a

Stall ;uﬂgr inauguration of the handicraft exhibition of the Bangladesh Navy Family Welfare
Association at Mohakhali on Friday. Begum Shirin Islam, wife of the Chief of Naval Staff
Rear Admiral Mohammad Mohaiminul Islam also seen in the picture.

and we can make our hard
earned
ingful correct evalua-

tion ufml, f he said.

The m"l said, “1. as an
clected representative assure
you that all will
be extended towards compila-
tion of thé history of
Independence of

He called upon to work
sincerely under the present
democratic atmosphere to
make the independence mean-
ingful

President Biswas empha-
sised Lhe need for determined

Lons.

He sald democracy was now
sweeping the whole world agd
he ex the hope that all
would unitedly work to achieve
prosperity by consolidat
democracy imbued with the
spirit of independence.

The President said the ex-
pected development of the
country and the people could
nol be achieved during the au-
locratic regime, which gave
birth to frustration and erosion
of values.

"Our main responsibility is
now to check this erosion” he
sakd He called upon education-
ists, scientists, } and
resecarchers to their due
role to check political and so-
cial unrest and restore natural
balance in the country.

In this respect the
President said, Asiatic

play its vital role.

G}loun!

‘Call to compile comprehensi;_é_
history of Liberation War

e

Society of Bangladesh mulr.lJ

Jamaat voices
support to
Algerian
Islamic forces

extend its support to the
Algerian people’'s verdict.
Nizami caliled upon the gov-
ernment 1o take resolute stand
for safeguarding the interests
of Rohingya Muslims and take
diplomatic initiative- to draw
the aftention of the interna-
tional community to Burmese
military posture and atrocities
on Rohingya Muslim. Organi-
sed by city Jamaat, the mee-
ting was also addressed by
AT™ Azharul Islam. President
city Jamaai. Mohammad Kam-
ruzzaman, Joint Secretary
General of Jamaat and Abdul
Kader Mollah. Publicity

Secretary of the party.

Currency

recovered

CHITTAGONG, Jan |I7:
forees re-
covered Ba currency
worth Taka 23,000 and Indian
curre worth 5,000 rupees
after exchange of fire between
BSF and members of tribal in-
surgents which took place at
Sajek of Marisha Upaszila,
Rangamati hill distriet,
Thursday, reports BSS.
According to an official
source here, the insurgents

fled way leaving the currency

Many happy returns
of the day
- From

Aliya Hossain Mou
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Its new

just for you

The Daily Star  is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings, Con-
gratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-Well/
Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booki ng details, please contact ;
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 245063
PABX : 245061-2 & 246023-4. Ext: 20

News Desk Ext. 13

Sports Desk Ext. 15
Accounts Ext. 24

Circulation Ext. 25

Production Ext. 26

Production 246023
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Establishment Ext. 21

Che Daily Star

PABX Tel Nos: 246023-4, 245061-2

Secretary to The Editor Ext. 10

Executive Editor 863035 (Direct) & Ext. 11
Managing Editor 863036 (Direct) & Ext. 22
Editorial/Feature Section Ext. 17

News Editor/Metro Desk Ext. 12

Reporting Exts. 15 & 16
Business Desk Ext. 14

Advertisement 245063 (Direct) & Ext. 20

-

Direct Lines After Midnight
News/Reporting 246024
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