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TBILISI, Jan 16: Ousted
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia

returned o Georgia today and

declared civil war against his
opponents. tnlhn‘ an support
ers in the city

III e
capture T’hillﬂ III
ported, reports AFP.

TASS. quoting a report hy;
local news ct, sa
mfmum the
-mdnmfﬂmh::uthrhrr

at a rally of backers
:ltl: mmzity of Zugdidi.

Camsakhurdia arrived in
Zugdudi today from Armenia
after spending the night in t'hr
Black Sea port of Sukhumi. ac
cording to local juurnﬂllnt:

here in the capital.

He had flown to Sukhumi
late Wednesday f[rom the
Armenian capital Yerevan and
travelled to Z i by car

Thursday. journalists

. quoting well-informed
sources.

Gamsakhurdia fled Thbilisi
on January 6 and sought refuge
in Armenia following two
weeks of bloody fighting in the

e

Georglan capital between his
supporters and opponents

backed by rebel national guard
units. .

A second rally in support of
Gamsakhurdia is to be held in
Zugdudi later Thursday. leaders
of the armed opposition here
said.

About 40 busses were char:
tered, for supporters in
Sukhumi, opposition forces
said.

Western Georgia is the

home rcT:n and traditional
strongho of the ousted
President.

Gamsakhurdia, a former
human rights activist, was
elected President of Georgia in
a landslide victory in May
1991, but has since been lam-
basted for ruling like a dicta-
tor.

A military council took over
power from Gamsakhurdia in
Thilisi and declared a state of
emergency in the southern re-
public. On Monday the council

was replaced by a provisional
government.

Lanka pushes for SAARC
economic community

COLOMBO. Jan 16 : Sri
Lanka was pushing for a prel-
erential trade ment in
South Asia in a to sel up an
economic community and
co in world trade, ofli-
cials here said today. reports
AFP.

President Ranasinghe
Premadasa. Chatrman ol the

seven nation South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), pro-

a study on trade, manu-

ture and services with the

aim of clinching a trade pact,
an official spokesman said.

SAARC groups Bangladesh,
Bhutan. India. Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

In a statement to his cabi-
net ministers overnight. Pre
madasa said the climate for
intra-regional trade was "ex-
cellent”™ because all countries
in the region were liberalising
their economies.

"There is no point in trying
to gain short term advantage
over others. Countries In the
region should not attempt to
exploit one another.” Pre-
madasa said.

He said a South Asian prel-
erential trade agreement

should be treated as a "staging
post for the achievement of a
South Asian Economirc
Community.”

“If all seven countries are
mutually supportive of each
other, then South Asia will
emerge as a strong entity and a
strong competitor in industry,
trade and commerce,” Pre-
madasa told his ministers.

He had also suggested that
SAARC should explore the
possibility of setting up a re-
source bank for the promotion
and exchange of experts and
goods and services within the

region.

The sixth summit of SAARC
held here on December 21 fo-
cused on economic relations
and alleviating poverty in the
world’'s poorest region. which
is home to more than one bil-
lion people.

An inter governmental
group of experts would meet
in the Indian capital New Delhi
next month and another
SAARC committee on cco-
nomic cooperation was cx-
pected to meet here during
mid vear 1o discuss Colombo's
trade inftiative,

Three female
prisoners flee
Dinajpur jail

DINAJPUR. Jan 16 : Three
female prisoners escaped from
Birampur upazila sub-jail
Tuesday with the help of
armed people. official sources
said here today. reports UNB.

They were identified as
Jobida Khatun (34) and Majida
Khatun (35). both convicted on
charges of murder case and
Maleka Khatun [36) of smug-

casc.

Officials said four people

with arms broke the ventila-
tion of jail latrine and entered

the female ward. Later they
tore down the boundary wall
and escaped with the prison-
ers.

District Superintendent of
Jail Hemayetullah visited the
spot and suspended jail guards
Afasuddin and Nizamuddin for
their alleged negligence of
duty.

Student clash
leaves 13 hurt
in Serajgan;j
SERAJGANJ, Jan 16
Th¥rteen students were in-
mnn: seriously, in a clash

n activists of JCD, JSD
and Chhatra League In
Shahadatpur Government
Colleg: today, reports UNB.

The clash broke out over
admission of a group of stu-
dents in the college, police
and eyewitnesses said.

The seriously injured was
admitted to the Pnladiﬂ health
complex.

Meanwhile, th: college

VP Sohel Rijvi and G §
Safiul Alam Molla alleged that
activists of Enu-backed JSD
and pro Awami Chhatra

attacked the students
on the college premises with
hockey sticks,

Officer in Charge of the
station vis-

Shahadatpur
ited the college and saild the

situation is under control.
The country is expecied to
about five lakh metric
tons of fertiliser next fiscal

year (1992-93), Industrics Mi-
nister Shamsul Islam Khan

told parliament Thursday. UNB.

Biman employees
withdraw siege

By Staff Correspondent

The emp'iuytes of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines unlocked
the entry points of the head
office Thursday after a night-
long siege when the authori-
ties assured of due considera-
tion of their demands.

The employees laid a siege
to the headquarters at Moti-
jheel Wednesday afternoon
confining top management
officials to press for im-
plementation of a separate pay
scale.

Officials said the sicge was
withdrawn early Thursday
ahead of tripartite meeting
between the leaders of the
employees. the Biman man-
agement and the State Minis-
ter for Civil Aviation Abdul
Mannan.

The minister explained the
position of the government re-
garding pay scale and assured
of consjderation of their de-
mands. the officials said. The
meeting lasted two and a half
hours.

The minister assured the
meeting that the pay scale for
the Biman employees, which
has already been finalised.
would be unnuum:cd soon, the
officials added.

The siege, called by the
Bangladesh Biman Sramik
Union, the CBA. was organised
to press home the demand for
the implementation of the pay
scale as recommended by a
committee formed by the gov-
ernment.

Hartal in
Pabna

PABNA, Jan 16 : A dawn to
dusk hartal was observed here
today in protest of the murder

of the Dashuria Union
Chafrman on January 12, re-
ports UNB. .

Sardar Abdur Rouf (45) the
incumbent chairman and also a
cantlidate for the coming
Union Parishad election was
killed in the early hours of
January 12. He was the
Organising Secretary of upazila
unit Awamd League,

In response to the hartal
call by the Awami League

Wednesday, all schools, shops

and banks remained closed. No
vehicle plied on the streets

except those on long routes.
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Gamsakhurdia declares |
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Prime Minister Bqum Khaleda Zia :llhd on t}u- visiting Thai Crown F‘.I'Inct “lhl

Vajiralongkorn at Karatoa yesterday.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday evening
called on His Royal Highness
Crown * Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn of Thailand at
state guest house Karatoa soon
after his arrival in Dhaka on
“Thursday, reports UNB.

They discussed wide ra
tnl matters including possib l
ties of joint venture industries
in Bangladesh, import of

esh jute by Thailand
and other bilateral trade and
economic issués.

The Thai Crown Prince
conveyed good wishes [rom
King Bhumibol and Queen
Sikrit to the Prime Minister
and people of Bangladesh.

Begum Zia requested the
Crown Prince to convey good
wishes to the majestics the
King and Queen, Prime
Minister and the people of
Thatland on behalf of herself
and the people of Bangladesh.

She said. "We have very
good relations with Thailand”
and hoped this visit will
strengthen the ties between
the two countries in various

The Prime Minister men-
tioned the restoration ol

democracy and introduction of,

parllamentary form of govern-

mml in Bangladesh.
She

Thailand's development In
science, tec and medi-
cal felds and said there was a
great scope of exchange of
technology between the two
countries.

The Prince thanked the
government of Bangladesh for
a cordial reception and a very
good programme which he
said would factlitate him to see
the socio-economic develop-
ment here and come in con-
tact with the peo

He was confident that his
visit would further strengthen
the extsting friendly relations
between his country and

h.

He referred to the vistt

here by his parents almost 30

ago and hﬂid for more

i::lcwl visits beitween the
two countries.

In this regard he men-

tioned that in the recent years
thtrc-_hai been no hlg_,h level

particularly mentioned .

s i e

— PID photo

PM, Thai Crown Prince
talk joint venture

visit to Thailand [(rom
Bangladesh except for a brief
stop-over at Bangkok by Prime
Minister Begum Khalcda Zia
last year.

The Thai Crown Prinoe en-
quired about last ycar's devas-
tating cyclone and floods in
Bangladesh and wanted 1o
know how Thafland could fur-
ther help in the rchabilitation

mmes.

He stated that parftamen-
tary election would be held in
Thatland within two months
and said a new constitution

had been promulgated in his |

country.
The mecting was held in a
very cordial atmosphere.
Deputy Prime Minister of

Thailand Mechai Ruchupan,

Bangladesh Foreign Minister A
S M Mostallzur Rahman,

w Secrctary S Hasan
. Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman, Thal Ambassador in
Bangladesh Vichai Vannasin
and Bangladesh Ambassador o
Thatland Moinul Hossain

Chowdhury were present dur
ing the mecting

fields.

Raushan
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1 am feeling free but [ now

remember my mother.,” she

said adding "My mother died
while | was in jail.”

In the few-minute interview |

Raushan looked a bit nervous
and seemed to be séeking her
relatives help in what would be
right to say.

Asked about the charges
against her, she said "What can
| say about them you know iL”
She was flanked by her son
Shaad and daughter Jﬁhiﬂ dur®
ing the interview.

Her relatives ﬁl.oppl:d her
from answering to more ques-
tions saying that she was re-
ally sick and would have her
dinner.

The former ‘First Lady’
Raushan Ershad is facing five
cases on of cormuption
and abuse of power.

She was arrested December
12, 1990 with her husband
former President Hussain
Mohammad Ershad following
his stepping down December 6

in the face of a mass upsurge.

BNP MP

From Page 1 Col 5

resolutions untouched.’

*"The bill s unconstitutional
and fliegal”, said the visibly an-
noyed Law Minister.

Earlier, when the House re-
sumed after reb prayer,
Rab Chowdhury sought per-
mission to introduce ‘the
Public Servants' (Retirement)
(Amendment) Bill and urgod
that bill be sent to a commit-

. tee for examination.

Opposing the bill, the Law
Minister said that it uired
thc previous recommendation
of ‘the President for its intro-
‘duction under the constitu-
tional provision.

"The Law Ministry did not
know about the bill", he said,
adding that it involved gov-
ermment

The Law Minlltcr men-

I tioned that a similar bill was
. already under scrutiny of the

House Committee and assured
that the issue would be con-

| sidered by the government.

Mirza Hafiz requested Lhe
BNP member to withdraw the
bill. Refusing withdrawal of the
bill, Rab Chowdhury said that
he had informed the Law
Ministry three months a

. about it. "] feel helpless at

behaviour of the minister, he
often talks of tolerance and
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now he himselfl ‘should show
tolerance®, sald the ruling
party MP.

While the exchange of
words between the Minister

and the MP was continuing,
the Opposition Bcuch

it thumping desks.
However, wlthout ing any
decision about the bill. the

Speaker luddﬂ;g adjourned
the House at 6- pm to meet
at 3 pm WM

[ disbursed only

Raushan Ershad after release from Gulshan sub-jail on
bail being driven“to her sister’s residence.

—Star photo

From Page 1 Col 8
sue and pointed out that dis-
tribution of wheat was being
carried out his constituency
without his assent.

He said that anomalies were
likely to crop-up in the ‘dry
season’ food for work projects
without the participation of lo-
cal MPs in forming the project
implementation committees.

He was supported by Begum

Sajeda Choudhury, Tolael
Ahmed, ASM Firoz and
Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim of the
Awami League, Nurul Islam
Moni (Independent) and
Maulana Abdus Sobhan of the
Jamaat.

The Opposition members
said they were not consulted
before the constituting of pro-
ject implementation commit-
tees under Food for Pork
Programmes in their respec-
tive constitueneies. They
added that wheat was being
among commit-
t&tl formed by the ruling party

Ps.

Term.‘lng it a "Wheat dis-

casc”, the Speaker urged the

ty Leader of the House to
roE lﬂl'h"l: the "complicated
P

Frnl’:unr Badruddoza
Choudhury,’ attending the
winter session for the first
time after his return from a
visit abroad, pointed out that
the involvement of MPs in lo-
cal development activities
could be solved without wast-

ing the valuable time of the

imm*

| Privilege body

He called to hold a Privilege
Committee meeting on the is-
sue and, if necessary. suspend
the start of new food for work
projects. However. he: added
that suspension of work in on-

-going projects would y:risuus:y-

disrupt  the development ef-
forts.

Opposition members de-
manded that the on-going and
mew projects under the Food
for Work Programme be
stopped immediatcly and

sought a ruling from the Chair
to ensure participation of MPs
in local development prujects,
State Minister for Relief
Lutfur Rahman said that there
was no scope o suspend on-
going food for work pro-
s as {t would cause dis-

. ruption in the projects and

create more dispules.

Mosharraf Hossain
Shahjahan, State Minister for
Irrigation and Flood Control,
also opposed the suspension of
the projecis as it would cause a
dislocation in development
works., However, he pointed
out that food fgr work projects
under his ministry were dif-

' ferent from those of the relief

ministry. "

Winding up the debate, the
Speaker ruled that the issue
would be resolved by the
Standing Committee on
Privileges Saturday and also
invi the State Minister for
Reliel and the State Minister
for Irrigation and Flood
Control to attend the meeting,

Posh areas
dirty enough
to breed
mosquitoes

By Asiuzzaman
The Dhaka City Corpuration
{DCC). still unable o procure
— eradicating lar-

vac has identified the

3 l|:|r|'|:::'h'|rle||:-tm of 300 houschoids
| as dirty enough

to breed

mDCCHHHtm

against the owners of these
premises.

Almost one-third of the
house holds blamed for breed-
ing uitoes are located in
posh Guishan area, according

' o DCC sources Monday.

Though such offenders are
liable 10 be jatled for upto six
mdéhths under the country's
law. the DCC authorities arc
ready to settle for token fines,
the sources said

The legal move lollowed a
publi¢ notice that asked city
residents to keep their houses,
premises clean to deprive the
mosquitoes their breeding
grounds. The DCC also insisicd
on keeping government and
private offices clean, and clear-
ing the bushes and ditches
that exist in and around the
city

This clean-the-city cam-
paign was launched as part of
the DCC's drive againsit
mosquitoes which. in theg
meantime, continue o men

‘ace the city dwellers

The DCC itsell has become a
defaulter. It was supposed to
start spraying larvacide from
the beginning of the mosquito

| season in November. But il

failed o start the drive be-

cause it exhausted its stock ol
larvacide at least 10 months

A DCC source requesting

“ mity said that the filc w0
ptlr.::zll:r larvacide was pro-
cessed last May but inter-de-
partmental problems causcd
delay in finalising the deciston,

Any kind of insecticide the
DCC usecs is tested at the
Institute of Epidemic and
Discase Control Rescarch
(IEDCR) under the Ministry of
Health and Plant Protection
Department at Farmgate.

The IEDCR had earlier re
fused to Lest the insectieide
saying that it was not its duty
but after the present mosquite
menace, it lested the sample
or larvacide (Pyrifox).

*The file is now almost

' complete and we are expect-

ing a supply of 6.000 litres of
larvacide within next week.” a
DCC source said adding “We
will start spraying it seon afler

we get 1t”

“But it
high breeding season of
mosquitocs will end by
February.” another source ol
the Mosquito Control
De nt (MCD) working
jointly with the DCC, said.

The DCC source, however,
sald that the cleanliness pro-
gramme of 2.465 kilomelres
of drains and hundreds of
ditches in the 210 sq km city
and the spraying of adulticide
(Sicoflying) were continuing
since November.

“If the dwellers do not
keep their houses and home-
steads clcan. all our eflorts to
control musquitoes will be fu-

tile.” the source observed?
Rohingya
From Faf-.- 1 Col 8B

and locked in four empty food

godowns in Mongdu. Akyab
and Busidong townships in
Myanmar.

Meanwhile, the influx of
Rohingya refugees continued
aggravating conditions in the
makeshilt camps in the bor-
dering areas.

Officials engaged in head
counting said that they were
facing problems in identifying
the refugees as they have min-
gled with the rootless mass in
the district.

The officials were also fac-

problems in gathering in-
fnnmuun about the refugees. -

The Deputy Commissioner
of Cox's Bazar district who vis-
fted some makeshift camps at

Dechuapalang village in Ramu
upazila today ordered con-

struction of government shel-

ters for the refugees.

The camp dwellers were
living sub-human lives in the
rundown government buildings
at various places In the dis-
trict. A district pfficial, who
visited the camps. today said
that some 2,000 refugees en-
tered Bangladesh during the
last three days, the highest in-
flux since the trouble began in
December. -

People in the bordering ar-
cas of the district who went to
Myanmar .on an ‘eight-hbur
transit pass' issued at the
frontier check-post alleged
that Myanmar troops searched
their fes before allowing
them to enter Myanmar. The
troops also snatched ll::rir gssr-
sonal belongings, they alleged.

Muhﬁmwﬂunaln. a vil-
lager of Ukhia upazila. who vis-
ited Busidong township
Wednesday alleged that
Myanmar soldiers took away
his pen after thoroughly
scarching his body.

Myanmar authorities have
also reportedly ordered the
observation of a blackout In
seven lownships in the Arakan
province after sun down, the
visitors from Bangladesh re-
ported,

is a bit late as the |
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Govt, rebels sign peace
treaty in Salvador
MEXICO CITY, Jad 16 . Cuerfiles and

signed a treaty Thursday ending 12
ravaged El Saivador and
ook place in a televised ceremony at the capital's historie

Chapultepec Castle,

Boutros Huumn{‘:i-E

who said it opemed "a new era of op-

officials
civil war thai has

00 Bves. The signing
over by UN Secretary-General

portuntty” for El Salvador. reports AP.
Li to represent China at
UN Council summit

BEWJING. Jan 16 : Premier Li Peng will represent China at

the UN Security

Council summit on January 31 in New York,

bracketed by official visits to four Western European

Countries, a Chinese
Ministry
27 for official visits 1o |

spokesman confirmed today. Foreign
spokesman Wu Jianmin sald Li would leave January
taly. Switzerland, Pertugal and Spain
and to attend the UN meeting :

India-Britain accord on
extradition treaty

NEW DELHIL Jan 16 : India and Britajn today reached at a
broad agreement on a bilateral extradition treaty and confls-

cation of the
was announced after a

of those iInvolved In terrorismn. This

between the visiting British

* Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd and the Home Minister S B

Chavan. reports PTL

Saddam may be ousted
soon, says Cheney

WASHINGTON, Jan 16

: US Defence Secretary Dick

Cheney said today that iragl President Saddam Hussein is

g v

marking the first an
l.'l'hltl-.ﬂpnnlﬂnlhr

-rﬂmhrnutnl"m “It's a mat-
he's gone.” I‘:ﬂhmufmull,u
of the start of the US-led allied

Vajiralongkorn

From Page | Col 4
existence must form the bases
of the conduct of relations
among all nations within Lhe
entire world.” he sald

The Prince conveyed a
message from the Thai King
admiring the progress and the
spirit ol friendship of the
people of Bangladesh

Farler, President Abdur
Rahman Diswas sakd Dangla
desh was looking forward o a
meaningful cooperation with
Thatland in Its quest for
development.

Spcaking at the banguet he
said both the countries already
had necessary (nstitutional
structures for cooperation In
the form of agrecments and a
Jotnt comnussion.

The President said the pre-
sent government of Ba sh
was adopling wide ranging
measures for bringing about
social and economic prugress
to achieve ceconomic self-re-
liance.

Turning to the bilateral re-
lations between the two coun-
trics. the President said 1t had
got impetus when Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman vis-
itcd Thailand in 1970. “Your
present visit has further con-
solidated the relations be-
tween our two countries.” he

said.

Extending his warmest
welcome to the Thai Crown
Prince and the members of
the Royal entourage President
Biswas recalled the visit of
the Thai King and the Queen
threc decades ago to Dhaka
and hoped the present visit of
the Thai Crown Prince would
strengthen the existing bonds
of f[riendship between

Bangladesh and Thailand.

Appreciating the dynamic

| ecunomic progress achieved by

Thailand. President Biswas
said the Royal leadership had
inspired the Thais with a
sense of purpose, direction,

.dignity and commitment. "As

friends, your success fills us
with p and as neighbours,
we look. forward to learming
from your experience,” he said.

Reiterating his hope for
bringing closer the two nations
by the present visit of the Tha
Crown Prince to Bangladesh.
the President said that the
Royal guest would carry back
the deepest respect and
warmest feelings of Bangladesh
and its people for the King and
Queen of Thailand and the
people there.

Later, President Biswas in-
vited the Royal guest., mem-
bers of his entourage. Prime
Minister of Bangladesh and
other guests to a toast,

Prime Minister Be
Khaleda Zia, former
Mohammadullah, Deputy Lea-
der of the ton In
Min diplomats and

isters, is
etvil and military cﬂkz
among others, attended the

Later, both President Bis-
was and Lthe Crown Prinee
exchanged gifts. The Crown
Prince also offcred a o
Prime Minisier Begum
A,

The Crown Prince was
given a hearty welcome when
he arrved yesterday on a six-
day state visit.

President Abdur Hahman
Biswas received Lthe distin-
guished guest at the VVIP 1ar-
nuc ol lhr Zia International

ial Bndn' 737
lircrlﬂ of 'ﬁ

Atrforce touched dnw'n in th!
sunny winter afternoon.

A 19-gun salute bdomed
the air to herald the arrival
the Thai Crown Prince, who
normally represents the Thai
King in visiis abroad.

The Thai King has net been
‘undertaking visits abroad ﬂ'ﬂ
the Sixties.

Resplendent in a dark suit
with a matching tie. a smiling
Crown Prince was warmly
greeted by President Biswas as
he alighted from the aircraft.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman and Plan-
ning Minister Zahiruddin
Khan, who is the minister in
waiting, were at the airport to
receive the Prince.

Also present were Vichai

" Vannasin, the Thai Ambassador

in Bangladesh and Majer Gene-
ral Moinul Hessain Chowdhury,
the Bangladesh ambassador in
Thailand.

The Thai entourage led by
the Crown Prince includes
Deputy Prime Minister Mee-
chai Ruchupan.

Earlier, four combat
of the Bangladesh Air Foree
‘escorted the plane of the
Crown Prince m the point

of entry into the Bangladesh
airspace

A little girl presented the
Prince with a L as soon
as the came down from the
phlmmidﬂmpeﬂpntmdlh
gir

'I'l'nt:t:rnwnl’rlrﬂmﬂtn
taken to. a specially erect
dais from where he wok

salute.
He inspected the guard

drawn from the contingents of
three services as the band

played the national anthems of
thl: two countries.

The distinguished ﬁeot was
then introduced to chiefls

of three services,

Economic reforms no
experiment : Yeltsm

MOSCOW Jan 16: President
Boris Yeltsin said Thursday his
economic reforms were not
‘just an cxperiment.’ and told
parliament the Russian people
understand the need to make
sacrifices. reports AP,

"The people are taking it
very cuuragmuqur gritting
their teeth.’ he said during his
first address to lawmakers
since economie reforms were
introduced January 2.

But he warned that the re-
form program remained in its
infancy and was vulnerable to
sabotage from hard-liners and
others who oppose moves Lo-
ward a market economy.

“The reform hasn’t yet be-
come irreversible, and it's not
difficult to disrupt it.' he said
in a 22-minute :pu'ch that
drew lght

'l disagrée with ‘the asser-

¥ tion that this is just an exper-

iment,” he said. ‘Eve
experiencing hardships
Ordinary Russians are ﬂpeﬂ

-cnt:lng them harder than any-

%t p:npi.c have not lost
hope that everything will
change for the better. Every-
one understands (hat it Is
nccunry to stick it uut to

sacrifice certaip thi
Related story on

Hﬂmhﬂyﬁrﬂ
College incident

The government has de-
cided o constitute a onemem-
ber inquiry committee with a

District Judge to tm‘tltw
the cause and

the death in, gunfiré

student of B L College nl'
Daulatpur, Khulna a few days
ago. an official source said in

Dhaka Thursday night, reports
BSS.



