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emcrgenc service
launched near Barcelona.

Spain, providing motorcycle

deltveries of condoms (o
unprepared couples in
urgent need

which
sounds the alarm by playing
100 melodies including,
"No, no, they can't take this
il
by Chicken's Lib
activists for better treat-
ment of intensively-reared
hens in Britain.
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end of 1992 to remove
remaining restrictions and
usher in the stirringly-named
"four [reedoms of movement” -
for people, capital, goods and

Once burcaucratic barriers
fall, the Communities’ 320
million citizens will be able to
cross borders more ecasily -
Belgium, France and Germany
are already passport-free zones
for Euro-travellers. Europeans
will also be able to transfer
professional skills with mini-
mum formalities. and claim
social and retirement benefits

%

Columbus Sailing Tops List
Of Year's Anniversaries

Ninety-five years since the Yukon Gold Rush, with its 40-dollar breakfast
and "easy” ladies paid in nuggets, 60 years since TV's ploneering
broadcasts, and 30 years since the great unravelling of colonial power,
1992 will bring a surge of significant anniversaries, including some of na-
tional and global conflicts. Gemini News Service reflects on major

turning points in years past,

Nicola Cole

For a safer 1992

where they please from
to Crete.
While the . European

Parliament works towards a
single currency unit-the ECU-
the "single market” already

comprises the largest interna-

tional trading bloc, and is pro-
jected to create 1.8 million

e

jobs.
Businessmen will be able to

. el up foreign subsidiaries and

export products with an ease
and freedom from paperwork
unknown since the days of
Medieval merchant ventures.
As the so-called Old World
looks forward to these enticing

and on changes to come with the New Year.

| prospects, the New World will

cas! a commemorative glance
back to the first European who
scl foot in the Americas,
Chriswpher Columbus.

Convinced a vast continent

lay across the Atlantic, his be-
liefl fuelled by evidence of un-
known and tribal debris
washed up in Ewrope, the
[talian-born explorer set out
on his epic voyage on August 3,
1492

After more than two
months at sea and no sight of
land, his 120 secamen threat-
ened w0 mutiny and throw
their captain overboard. "Are
there no s in Spain, that
you should bring us here to
perish?” they angrily de
manded.

"Watit three days ... i land
does not appear. then will |
myself put my ship about and
return.” replied a brave
Columbus, who was backed by
the Spanish Queen.

On October 12, the crew
raised a mighty cheer; far off
on the distant horizon a stlvery
line of sand had appeared.

Columbus had reached the
Bahamas -- not India. as he had
expected. He was later to land
on the mainland of South
America.

Australians, meanwhile, will
celebrate the 60th birthday of
Sydney Harbour Bridge, a sym-
bol of national pride which has
drawn comparisons with the
United States.

The structure. opened in
1932. is just two feet short of
being the largest single-span

about the second Elfzabethan
Age evaporaled with the Suez
Crisis. winds of change
blew a further chill reminder
of the lmited power now
wielded by Britain and other
once-imperial nations.

Just 30 years ago. fewer
than seven colonial posses-
sions gained independence -
Algeria (after a bitter struggle
with fts French rulers),
Burundi and Rwanda, Jamaica,
Triniddad and Tobago. and
Uganda. Tanganyika became a
republic.

In 1992 the Republic of
Bangladesh will ce te two
decades of independence.
Former Asian residents of
Uganda will have less enthusi-
astic memortes of 1972 - the
year President Idi Amin ex
pelled 20,000 of them from
the East African republic.

Il Argentna and Britain
would rather forget the
Falklands (Malvinas) invasion
10 years ago in April. televi-
sion - marking the 60th an-
niversary of its first experi-
mental broadcasts - will doubt-
less screen graphic re-runs.

What might the poet Lord
Tennyson. whose death cente-
nary [alls this year, have made
of 1t?

Although not averse to glo-
rifying bloodshed. his gentler
sentiments would more likely
have prevailed:

Ring out the thousand wars

of old. '

Ring in the thousdnd years

of peace.

NICOLA COLE is a freelance

Jjournalist and former staff

writer with the Times of

London

visit to the Mainamati

Museum s a treat

indeed. not only for the
foreigner, but for the residents
of Bangladesh as well. Even
though, during the Liberation
period, the museum had been

pillaged by marauders —
according to the reports of the

museum authorities — what

one finds is a treasure-trove of

culture and civilization. Some
of the antigques from
Mainamati, Comilla, are also 1o
be seen at the Dhaka Museum.

For people who may imag-
ine that Bangladesh does not
have a history that goes beyond
that 6f the visitors from Delhi.
and the followers of Taimur,
one has only to witness the
gorgeous artistic works. that
one can see in the coins,
sculpture pieces, terracotta
plagques, pottery. and the non-
pareil images of the Hindu
gods and goddesses — which
one understands — were also
revered by the Buddhists.

One of the first items dis-
covered by the Archaeological
Museum, Mainamati. that cap
tures one's fancy, are the royal
copper plates. One of them. a
copper plate. with writings on
the reverse, and the
"Dharmachakra” which is dec-
orated with two seated deer.
'There is a second cooper
plate, found in "Salvan Vihara",
the admirable monastery
nearby, that has identical sym-
bols of the “Dharmachakra”.
Here one finds crouching bulls
for elaborations. As it 18 some-
what corroded, it is difficult to
decipher. The royal copper
plates also include ones P!.ical
originate from the "Chandra”
period. The Chandras, inciden-
:de. ruled Khulna, Jessore

Faridpur. A fourth plate
bears a "Vishnu" wheel.

The coins in the Mainamati
collection include 227 coins,
the majority of them being of
silver. The gold coins carry
value because they represent
the earliest coinage recovered
from this region. Two of the
gold coins belong to the
"Gupta” period. and bear
horses and have ornamental
pedestals included in the dec-
oration. There is the "Lashmi
and Ar;lrn:-; t:;; coin from the
same . it is cally
Indian in style, w}uchtrh':n re-
mained the model for eastern
India for over three centuries
ruh:lm the fall of the Mainamati

An interesting coin is the
"Sri Vangla Mriganka" one,
which was discovered along
with three gold earnings. This
carefully executed coin speaks
of the prosperity of south east
Bengal, during the reign of the
"Devas”.

There are 223 silver coins,
inscribed with "Pattikera "and
other with "Lalitkera Dharma
Vijay", and they are decorated
with motifs of the seated bull.
a trident and symbols of the
sun and moon. From these
soisqloboles coiietderiin
co were b
the "Deva” rulers. s

Two other colns — one sil-
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Kutila Mura stupas

ver and the other gold — are
from the Abbaside rulers of

period, and they bear
"Kufic® Arabic inscriptions.
This proves the that there was
regular trade between the Arab
countries and esh dur-
ing the pre-Muslim times.

The of the coins
from the cells of the
monastery shows the property
of the Buddhists who ltved in

centuries back.
,u?. regards the terracotta

and clay stupas, the
su clay figures with the
eight-handed “"Taras” and
“Jamvalas™ are most praisewor-
thy. A number of terracotta
sealings, originating from the
Buddhist belief. have also been
found from the cells of the

-
neighbouring "Salvan Vihara ".
:"' i E’;:Sﬁ';“;: "___;:.-_Tq:.l-::q-"_h
- it e e PR e

=R, = : ; -\.

. e 4

Bronze Votive Stupa

The "Dharmachakra” in them
is flanked by seated deer and
the inscriptions indicate
clearly the of "Bhavadeva"
in the "Deva” ty.

The bronze sculptures in-
clude a large number of
bronze tures, stat-
ues of "-?I::.dl:;'lha'. 'Budm hisattva"
and "Tara". The sculpture
pieces delineate a change in
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"Mahayana” Buddhism in the
seventh to eighth century A.D.
in esh.

At that time, Buddhism was
almost extinct in north and
south India, but it flourished in
in south-east Bengal — under
the reign of the "Palas”. The
"Devas”™ and "Chandras” were
the major patrons of the
Buddhist culture. Brahmanical
"Tantricism” and Buddhist be-
liefs influenced each other,
and various Hindu deities were
also accepted by the Buddhists.
The bronze sculptures, found
in Mainamati, belong to this
phase of Buddhism.

The largest group of the
bronze sculpture include the
statues of Buddhas and
Bodhisattyvas, as well as statues
of “Tara". are all carefully
finished. The largest image in
this group is of six-inches,
while the smallest comprises
only two inches. A gorgeous
bronze | of Bodhisattva
"Manjusri®. surrounded by
eight other gods and god-
desses, is surely the best
bronze sculpture from

Mainamati.

The "Sarvani” { ., on her
lfon, is another mnmplc
of fine sculpture. A Buddha im-
age 18 on a pedestal with rose
petals, with lions on four
corners. Seated bulls are also
found in this creation —
although the images are today
seen in a damaged condition.

Only a small portion of the
Mainamati sculptures belong to
the seventh century A.D.
Probably, in later dates, there
might have been a fully devel-
oped Bengal school of sculp-
tures.

Among the other bronze
items of any consequence, are
the solid stupas, each ol the
four sides of which are deco-

rated with figures. Found at
"Kutila Mura”, they symbolise

the standard stupa of the pe
riod, which is not found In any
complete form in Bangladesh.
As for the stone sculptures
and the terracotta plaques
there are sculptures which are
of grey clay-stone. and com-
prise a collection of miniature
Buddhas. Bodhisattvas and
other deities are also found on
lotus stalks and pedestals,
decorated with devotees.
These pieces lack the finesse
of the "Gupta” sculptures.
There are numerous terra-
cotta plaques ., which were
found in "Salvan Vihara" and
are presented in a single row.
Apart from these there are a
large number of antiques ob-
tained from "Salvan Vihara,”
"Mura Ananda Vihara" and
"Charpatra Mura ":These rep-
resent the folk-art of the time.
Horses, crouching lions,.
snakes , peacocks from "Salvan
Vihara" are there along with
delineation of  mongoose,
crocodile and [ish. The

Stone relief of Avalokite-
BVara

"Triratna.” "Dharmachakra "
and the trident are all there
too. One gels a fair notion of
the religious beliefls of the
time. as well as the life style of

that period.

Jewellery in the form of
gold and silver bangles are
also found here along with cir-
cular ingots of gold. It is be-
lieved that they were perhaps
the offerings of the followers of
the monks. There are house-
hold utensils too such as pots,
plates, dishes and spoons in
metal. The knives and digging
tools, along with hinges and
nails too fascinate the viewer.

The pottery includes jars
for medicines, found in "Salvan
Vihara". There are images of
roaring lions, seated deitics,
and gods and goddesses wear-
ing richh ormnaments. The
deities are decorated with an-
klets, bracelets, armbands and
many-layered chains. These
include the delineation of
"Sakti". who is surrounded
with four-banded goddesses,
and the of "Ganesh” in
black-basalt . with his left leg
stretched out. In his upper left
hand he bears a tray of
sweclmeats.

The Mainamati excavations
present ts of art and ar-
ticles of daily use, and they
have given us an insight into
the life of the people of the re-
gion, centuries back. They also
reflect the existence of power-
ful rulers who initiated these
items of beauty and precision.

Nagorik's New Experiment

Star Correspondent

N artist loves his stu- sometimes rough around the
A dent. She In turn wor-  edges, but Khan is an
ships him. Till one day, actor of great sincerity and
she comes into her own and strength. It is a tribute to
breaks free of his obsession. director Ataur Rahman that he
She marries another. a has chosen the best possible
younger man. The woman actor for the role of the jealous
(Sara Zaker) comes 10 tell her young husband. han's
old lover of her new love : the rment, refusal to face
artist (Jamaluddin) is seized the truth, and final rejection of
with jealousy. As she turns to  his wife are almost fhuid-like In
her new husband (Khaled the natural way they play
Khan), he learns of her former across his face.
aflair and is tormented by the As the artist, Hossein Is
same reaction as the artist. competent, his yecars of
"Ecrsha” (Jealousy) is the story Pving him a strong
and the title of Syed Shamsul base. his staggering
Huq's latest creation. about in despalr seems
"Ecr:l;;; hh rndm theatre sometimes u;crdnnc. the
group's production. .Yiolence in his reactions
directed by Ataur Rnh.lmﬁz comes across very explicitly.
play is an experiment not only Sara Zaker is not at her best;
in style, but in theme. The perhaps miscast, perhaps
whole length of the play is distracled; her soul is not in
made up of seven monologues. the role. The viewer can only
With the woman in the middle. hope that this actress who
the two men engage in a verbal ranks among the best in the
tug-of-war. Their jealousy. the land will soon play a role that
venomous possessiveness that does her justice.

wants to destroy the object of
The play does tend to drag

desire, is the story. Khaled
at moments, probably due to

Khan is at his best here. His
diction, his delivery of the the innovative structure. The
scven monologue-idea is

blank verse, and his handling
of the emotional violence that stretched a little too far. But
the blank verse has a

his role calls for all show verve
and promise. He is still wonderfully natural cadence,

echoing the golden age of
English theatre. The sentences
carry inner rhyme and
rhythms which are easy to
¢atch yet completely
spontaneous. Syed Shamsul
Huq's poetic talents have again
brought a whifl of fresh air to
Bengall thestre,

A lighting artist was
especial flown in from
Caleutta : Diltp Ghosh's
dramatic light-effects did
much to help the flow of the
play. When story has lttle
action, the gestures of
characters and the shift of
Hghting has to contribute to a
fecling of movement.

Bengall theatre has
encompassed much politics
and revénge. But the

intimacies of a physical
relationship have rarely been
dealt with in 80
straightforward a manner.
Though the erotic language
once or twice seems (00
overbearing or obvious for
subtlety, on the whole the play
is refreshingly bold. Well-
written, well-directed, and
resting on Khaled Khan's
inspired acting. it is yet
another Nagorik production
that is worth catching.
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Conversation

we talk about gas. We produce

(Continued from Page 9 )

kind for which there is a de-
mand in India. From their
side. we have a demand for
coal, we have demands for
things such as railways. parts,
engines, we buy from them.
Now in with India sev-
eral years back. with the joint
economic commission. in
which we can identify, the ar-
eas in which we can move.
This went in a way into
abeyance. Relations went up
and down. Again this has been
revived. So the modalities of
trade are not based on any ab-
stract, trade has to be on spe-
cific items. For instance when

Aransit

a lot of gas. There is only one
country that can buy our gas,
either through joint venture.
Because liquified natural gas,

nobody is going to buy from
Bangladesh.

Firstly we turn it to energy.
Now. it is India. But the mo-
ment we talk gas. the bias in
the country is, no, we are

.~ selling our sovereignty. India

has an island which is the
seven sisters, and it needs in
railway lines. They
neced IWTA rights across, be-
cause have to go long
ferry routes. But the moment

we allow them In — transit
rights, the moment that we
allow them IWTA rights imme-
diately there is hue and -ery
politically.

FM: If we export fish, then
there will be accusations that
more is being smuggled out.
We are subject to a lot of
things.There are challenges
and promises in our relation-
ship within India, as indeed

with every country we deal
with.

DS: We should end this
conversation on this nice note.
Thank you, Mr Foreign
Minister, for your time.

Dear mous

reality. However

baby might be, it is certainly

| did not ask anyone to just relax, but merely to face
painful the fact of not being able to have a
not the end of the world, there

are other things in life, things to enjoy, and learn. | am not

being insensitive to anyone's feclings, but we have to realise

that few things in life are out the our control.

Dear Mita,

My mother died when we were very young and my father

did not remarry fearing we might suyffer a s

tep-mother. Now

he is 58 and very lonely. I think he would like to' get married

but

my sister who (s his favorite does not agree. She says if he

did not marry for so long why does he want to do it now, what

do you think?

Dear Shahana,

Shahana, Dhalka.

if your father finds a suitable woman to marry, he should
go right ahead and do 1t. It is also normal for a favorite child
to feel a little jealous, but she will eventually understand
especially if things work out well. .

Dear Mita,

Two years ago my parents married me off to a perspn | had
never seen or melt. We had problems right from the beginning
and my parents realised they had made a mistake. Now they
are the ones who want me to get a divorce but | want to give

it another try. What is your advise?

Dear Anonymous,
It is difficult to advice you

Anonymous, Chittagong.

because you have not s

the nature of r:ur problems with your husband. But most

blems can
th sides. Interference from

worked out if there is a sincere effort from

nts, however well meant,

can do more harm than good. 1 would certainly advise you to

give it another try.

Dear Mita,
My c
up o 105”. Doctor advised

was very sick last
he

month with temperature going
should be
or emersed (n a tub of water when the te

given a cold shower
went that

mperature
high. My mother-in-law did not allow this and insisted he
would catch a cold. She is very old fashioned and believes in
her own ways. My son recovered but suffered a lot. How can |

convince her?

Dear Salma,
Elderly

treatment,

results.

you. She might listen to him/her. As for taking

are often convinced when

Eloph: have problems accepti
t
be you should ask the doctor to tell her instead of

Salma, Shantinagar, Dhaka.

new ways of
see positive

advise

her , you
will have to use your judgement and do what you and your

husband think is best

r the children when they are sick.



