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Of Horns and Honkings

by Parveen Anam

The motor car was an invention for the ben
efit of mankind. Man could get places laster
and save himsell a lot of time and energy. Such
were the noble thoughts, invading the better
scnses of the maker of the motor vehicle,
when he went about the noble task of the said
invention. So far so .

But the maker of this very motor car pul a
lttle gadget or a button In the vehicle, W be
used in times of dire need. 1.e. get the unwant
ed out of its way, human or otherwise. But
somewhere n.hng the line. we in our beloved
land, seemed to have lost track ol the purposc
of this little button, or switch whal's I1n a
name —7 and managed to convinee ourselves
with great gusto. that it s a gadgel, mcant
solely for the entertainment of the driver ol
the vehicle, when the rigours of life are weigh
ing him down. And life 1s a drag And he can

around with this bution. much to his
whims. For who is to stop him from hooting
and honking all over the . as if his hie de
pended on 1t? And somehow, they seem to be
even mere enthusiastic outside the hospitals
and schools, where there are very clear 'No
hooting signs. Perhaps they sulfer from the
'deflant syndrome ? If there is any such thing
or phrase going arvund? What clse could ex
plain his inexplicable behaviour? That driver
s soon as he has made himsell comlortable be
Qind the steering wheel. will put his toe or

thumb. (which-
ever 1s conven-
fent)] on the
horn, and tear
down the road.
as if all the dev-
{ls were in a race
for his life, and
not let up, till he
has reached the
end of the ine —
or his -life
whichever, Is
faster. And in
the process,
take a few unwit-
ting souls along-
with him. to the
other world.

Il they were not nimble looted enough to
take heed el his horns and hootings and beat a
quick and effective retreat, to the farthest side
of the road. For the benefit of the reader, who
has somehow nol managed 1o keep up with the
latest in horns. the in thing is ‘the air horn',
which is used happily by all and sundry, re-
gardless of the well-being or the hearing facili
ty of the general population at large.

And if the unwitting driver of the car or ve
hicle in front of him happens to be a female,
may the good Lord have mercy on her, From
day one of his noble birth. the driver of the
moter car has been imbued with the very con
sidered idea. that he is a blessing (v mankind
and all beings other than him are inferior No
two ways about it. And driving is his distinet
privilege. not to be encroached upon by other

M ke

demands.

lesser and inferior beings.

And If that being happens o be an inferfor
female, his supertority must be asserted. and
what better way 10 prove it than to get that fe-
male. who has the gall o drive on the road
ahead of him out of his way? So. he puts his
entire mind and energy on the use of that gad-
get. the herm, until, lor the sake of her sanity
and hearing. she quickly moves out of his way.
And while overtaking her. the expression on
his face 18 enough to convince the poor female
that he would be an unsalfe contestant o back
in a beauty contest, where the only other con
testants were Dr. Jekyll and Boris Karlofl.

The red light is yet another gadget. which
the average driver is convinced is there to test
the usefulness of his hom, or its effectivencss.
Because as soon as he screeches to a halt at the
red hight. he also simultaneously steps on this
litle horn. to announce W the wrlcl::m large.
that he is doing them a big favour by merely
stopping at the red light. And even before the
light has changed o green, is only amber. he
has started to blow his horn at full blast. to get
the inferior beings out of his royal way. As if
they had all the intention in the world of
spending the rest of the day at the lights, or
were most certainly colour blind at the least,
and 1t was his moral duty 10 remind them to
gel a mowve on

And while we are on the subject of horns.
hootings and red
lights, 1t would
perhaps be a
good idea to
mention that the
driver is also ab-
solutely con-
vinced. that the
white lnes in
the middle of
the road were
put there for
aesthetic value
only. Surely the
double lines. or
broken white
lines were pul
there to cheer
him up and he can hoot at will, when he over-
takes merrily along the double white line, ad-
miring the way the paint man had been al-
lowed to dabble with his brush and promising
himself. to remember to apply for vacancies in
the field. when he had finished with his horn.

However, since the drivers in this part of
the world are so inclined to avail of the better
uses of the horn, perhaps we should have an
orientation course for them every so often. to
acquaint them with the saner uses of that little
gadget? That it 18 perhaps better used as a
gentle reminder to the unwitting pedestrian,
passerby or gentleman driver {ladies beware,
anyway) and is certainly not to be used as an in-
strument of torture. hastening the poor soul to
the ultimate end. It is a means to the end, per-
haps, but not an end in itsell
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Employees of the Public Works Department holding demonstration in support of their
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150 ideal villages to be set up

State Minister for Land
Muhammad Kabir Hossan
Thursday directed the Deputy
Commissioners te complete
the protess of executing ex
change deeds in favour of the
real claimants within three
months. reports BSS

The State Minister was ad-
dressing the Deputy
Commissioners and Additional
Deputy Commissioners
(Revenue) at the Divisional
Cemmissioner's Conference

Room in Dhaka

Kabir Hossain said the gov-
ernment will recast the cluster
villages established by the pre-
vicus government in a new di-
mension. Accordingly, he said
the government will provide
all soris of modern facilities
including marketing and bank-
ing facilities. clectricity. road
link, deep tubewells where
possible. training for making
the rehabilitated families eco
nomically self-reliant.
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In this context. he said, the
government will set up 150
sclf-reliant ideal villages in the
current financial year. He ad-
vised the concerned authori-
ties to ensure all [acilities
while planning these ideal vil-
lages.

The State Minister for Land
said government has been try-
ing its best to evolve a flawless
and perfect land and revenue
system to ensure better man-
agement of the land and wel-

fare of the le.

Presided m'gr by Divisional
Commissioner of Dhaka Waltul
Isiam. the conference was also
addressed by Land Secretary M
Aminul [slam, Chairman of
Land Reforms Board Enamul
Hoq and Director-General of

Land Records and Survey
Abdus Shakoor,

Land Secrelary emphasised
the need for expediting the

payment of compensations to
the land owners.

JU Deputy
Registrar
suspended

Deputy Registrar (Admi-
nistration) Mohammad Araj All
of J-hnnﬂrnrr University
was suspe Thursday for
allegedly nﬂqpmprhnx:o
metric tons ol wheat h
was allocated lor development

and aflorestation in the
university arca.

trar of the University
told Thursday t that
the authorities o sus-

pend Mohammad Araj All for
misappropriating the wheat
worth about Taka 300,000.

A case has been instituted
with Savar Thana in this con-
neclon.

Three corruption
cases filed
against Zafar
Imam

Stale Minister for Textiles
Major (Retd] Abdul Mannan
told the Jattya Sangsad
Thursday that three corruption
cases had been flled against
the former Textiles Minister
Zalar Iman. reports BSS.
Z“l:rm to a question from

Abedin Hazar (AL-Fend),
the State Minister sald the
complaints against the former
Textile Minister are : Use of
Tant Board vehicles for per-
sonal work and thereby incur-
ring financial loss of Taka
30.808.15 as cost of fuel. re-
jection of Bangladesh Textile
Mills Corporation’'s proposal
for increasing prices of yarn
with the intention of Ing
financial benefit to the
yarn traders and appointment
of four fake yarn trading farms
as agents by personal initiative
in viclation of the rules of the
corporation.

World Children
execufive
In City

Rudolf Detbel of World
Children Netherlands and Mrs
Deibel are now in Bangladesh
on a short visit, says a press
release.

During the visit. they will
meet senfor government
officials and local leaders in

connection with expansion of
World Children's activities in

World Children have been
supporting several projects for
the benefit of distressed
mother and children, the

press release added.

Justice Chowdhury

to attend peace
confce in Kuwait

Justice Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury, President of the
Bangladesh Institute of Human
Rights and Legal Affairs and
Chairman. Liberty Forum. will
leave for Kuwait to attend the
World Conference on Peace
and Solidarity to be held there
from January 19, reports BSS.

From Kuwait Justice Chow-
dhury will proceed to Geneva
to represent Bangladesh at the
conference of the International
Commission of Jurists. says a
press release.

Ctg Bar Assoc

executives

CHITTAGONG, Jan 16 : Ad-
vocate Shamsuddin Ahmed
Mirza and Advocate Khorshed
Alam Chowdhury were elected
President and General Secre-
tary respectively of Chittagong
District Bar Association for the
year 1992 in the election of
the association held here
Thursday, reports BSS.

Other elected office-bearers
ol the association were: Senior
Vice-President-Advocate Abul
Kalam Azad; Vice President-
Advocate Abu Muhammad
Hashem. Assistant Secretary-
Humayun Akhtar,
Secretary-Mujibur Rahman and
Cultural Secretary-Sami Uddin.

Ursekul Majlis
Jan 19

The annual Ursekul Majlis
(Urs) of the respected holy
Muslim saint of the sub-conti-
nent, Hazrat Moulana Shah Sufi
Azangachhi (RA), will be held
on January 19 at Oliganj

Haqqani Masjid, opposite to
Dhaka Sadar

ports BSS.
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No change in temperature

By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast valid till 6

pm of Friday says it is likely to

remain dry over the country. Night temperature may remain

nearly unchanged.

| Meanwhile, the weather was dry on Thursday. The
minimum temperature of 9.6 degree Celsius was recorded at

Rajshahi and Khulna.

Outlook for subsequent two days : No appreciable change.
Extended outlook for another five days : Little change.
The temperature and humidity of some cities on Thursday

were ;

City Temperature
Max Min
Dhaka 24 .8 13.5
Chittagong 26 14.1 B9
Rajshahi 24 .6 9.6
Khulna 26.2 9.6
Comilla 26.5 12.5
Sy lhet 24.5 12.8
Jessore 26.2 10.6

Humidity
9 am 6 pm

76 66
77

91 73
89 69
23 82
100

78

=
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Members of the Bangladesh Primary
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eachers Association brought out a procession in the
city Thursday protesting alleged malpractices by Association's President Abul Kalam Azad. |
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Educational institutions
to be nationalised

Educational Minister Jami-
ruddin Sircar Thursday said
the present government was
actively considering for-
mulation of a policy to nation-
alise educational institutions
for maintaining proper man-
agement in the educational
arena. reports BSS

Addressing two separate
rallies of teachers and students
at Government M M College
and City College premises in
Jessore, the Education

Minister said more educational
institutions would be nation-
alised by considering their
positions and population of the
respective jocalities.

He said, the unplanned na-
tionalisation of some educa-
tonal institutions by the pasit
autocratic regime had caused

problems for the present gov-

ernment
Stressing the need for
maintaint academic atmo-
educational in-

sphere In

Prices of yarn, cloth
to be reduced

The government will lower
the prices of yamm and cloth
following the fall in the price
of cotton in international mar
ket, State Minister for Textiles
Major (retd) MA Mannan told
the Jatiya Sangsad on
Thursday. reports BSS.

Despite blacklisting of
Bangladesh by American
Cotton Exporters Association
there was no problem for the
country to procure cotton from
alternate sources. he said

inst the annual require-
ment of about two lakh bales of
cotton, the cointry has aircady
imported one and a hall lakh
bales, he said The wender for
importing another 50.000
bales has already been floated,
he said.

Earbler. answering a gues-

tion from Nurul Islam Monit
(Ind) the State Minister said
the government had scrapped
all the five agreements signed

under past government irregu
larly with American traders for

supply of cotion 1o Bangladesh
The decision was tlaken to
protect the country s inlerest,
he said

He saild the American
Cotlon Exporters Association
had blacklisted Bangladesh for
scrapping the agreements. He,
however, said despite such de-
cision of American Cotlon
Exporters Assuciation many
cotton producing countries
including Pakistan, Russia,
Columbia participated in the
tender floated by Bangladesh
Textile Mills Corporation
(BTMC).

| Railway takes up special
arrangements for Ijtema

Bangladesh Ratlway (BR) has

taken up special arrangements
at Tongl Railway Station for

the convenience of the devo-
tees coming to join the Bishwa

ljtema beginning from January
18 at Tongl. reports BSS.

A BR press release said
Thursday the railway authort-
ties had set up additional
ticket counters for the round-
the-clock ticket sale. installed
additional water taps for ade-
quate supply of water and
established necessary number
of latrines and urinals on tem-
porary basis at the station.

Besides, a physician with
adecquate quantity of medictne
will remain present at the sta-
tion for rendering quick medi-
care to the Musallis.

Friday

Morning session

B.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme
b ]

B.10 News in

8.15 Amra Natun

8.45 Cartoon : Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles

8.10 Ashe Pasher Manush

9.30 Film : The Spectacular
World of Guiness
Records

10.00 News in English

10.15 Moner Mukure

11.15 Documentary
programme

3.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme
SUIMmary

3.16 Recitation from the
Tripitak

3.20 Alore Dishari

3.40 Full-length Bengali film

5.10 News in Bangla

6.45 Dur Shikshan :
Educational pro-
gramme

7.05 Malancha : Songs
programme

B.00 News in Bangla

8.30 Comedy series : The
Cosby Show

9.00 Drishtikon

10.00 News in English

10.30 Film : L. A. Law

11.30 Khabar/The News

11.40 Saturday's programme

summary
11.46 Closing

Bangladesh Railway pro-
vided special train services
from Mymensingh. Bhairab
Bazar and Akhaura to Tongl
from Wednesday for the ljtema

participants.
Besides, all inter-city train

services, except the
Mahanagar Express, will stop
at Tongi Railway Station for
two minutes from Thursday for
the Musallis. ;

stitution,

Minister said the government
was trying to remove prevail-
ing unrest and indiscipline

from the :
Addressing the meetings,
Social Wellare and Women

Aflairs Minister Tarigul Islam
said the present democrafi-
cally elected government was
accountable o the nation and
it was committed to do every-
thing possible for the welfare
of the people.

He called upon the student
community to devole them-
selves o studies for making
them worthy citizens of the
country. Principals of the col-
leges also addressed the meet

s
Later,

institutes

O
trict.

—

dressed several other
ings at different educational

Uxi:.". of the district and
r places under Naruil dis- | their vote in the election held

the Education

the ministers ad-

of Bagharpara

Mian.
Whip Md Nasim.
and Sheikh

Chie

Ansar All i

Green panel
sweeps RUTA
election
RAJSHAHIL. Jan 16: Pre-
fessor Shamsur Rahman of

green panel was elected Pre-
sident in the Rajshahi Uni-

(Yellow panel] who got 187
votes
Prof Faisal Islam Farcoki of
gun panel was clected
creta having 223 votes
beating nearest rival Prof
Saidur Rahman of yellow panel
who got |96 votes.

Dr Mohammad Delwar
Hossain became Vice Presi-
dent., Samad Abedin Treasurer
and Dr Abdul Wahab Joint

A total of 423 voters cast
at the varsity premises.
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Jhe Baily 3ar is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and or '
publish Birthday and Anniversary

atulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-Well/
E?DM-LLIC‘: Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.
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