Come fo CHITTAGONG Come 10

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

Inside Today

Article

Jute and Jute Products

Factors Responsible for
the Low Demand

Page 4
International

Much of Arab and Mus-
lim worlds may see the
aborting of Algerian
polls as an example of
western-influenced
hypocrisy
Page 5

Business

DCCI argues for pro-
tection of local ventu-
res against Mila-
m’s plea

Page 7
Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Of horns and honking

Magazine

The Foreign Minis-
try is undergoing
reorganisation

In his first-ever in-dep-
th interview — an
exclusive to The Daily
Star — since he took
office some ten months
ago, Foreign Minister
A S M Mustafizur
Rahman discusses the
- whole range of issues

and problems facing
the country’s rela-
tions with the
outside world
Page 9

Write to Mita and
Rising Stars
Pages 10,11

-

NEWS BRIEFS

US army general
due Jan 19

A US army gencral, Johnnic
H Corns, arrives in Dhaka
January 19 for a courtesy visit
to Bangladesh. Licutcnant-
General Corns is the Comman:
ding General of the United
States Army, Pacific. head
quartered fn Honolulu, Hawaii,

reports UNB.

Cold wave claims

- 8more lives
PABNA. Jan 16 : Cold spell
claimed eight more lives in-
cluding five women and a mi-
nor boy in the district during

the last 24 hours, reports
UNB.-

2mﬂaﬂ:ahara

men surrender

MAGURA. Jan 16 : Two
members of the outlawed
Sarbahara Party surrendered
here with two country madc

and ammunitian to the °

Police Station today. re-
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Dhaka looking forward to meaningful cooperation : Biswas

Both nations have gained

from ties:Vajiralongkorn

Prince Maha
yesterday
tion at - dif-

ferent levels tween  his

country and Bangladesh, saying

both nations have gained a

‘great deal’ of mutual benclits

from this relationship. reports

BSS. _

Replying to the toast at a
banquet hosted n his honour
by President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at the Bangabhaban, he
said such cooperation, based
on a continuous coordination
and mutual . had -
sulted in a mutual good under-

Thai Crown
Vajiralongkorn

. standing and friendship.

The Prince, who arrived
here Wednesday on a six-day
said the coopera-
tion also stemmed from mutual

for the proper dignity
of each other. both in public
and private sectors, Prince
vajlrnhngkﬁrn said Bangladcsh

and Thailand had indeed long
juytd friendly relations
even before diplomatic ties
were officially established in
1972.
Friendship and mutlual
goodwill have become increas-
consolidated all the time
until it could be confidently
said that the two countries and
their peoples have communi-
cated w!tf: the highest degree
of smwothness, closeness and
sincerity, he said.
Turning to Bangladesh. the
Thai Prince said during many
si ars up to now, Lthe
';'Ft;i :t!u::e hnv: walched with
interest the conlinuous
progress and prosperity of
this country and added that his
country clearly admired this
rogress.
X The great efforts and firm
determination of the people of
Bangladesh to undertake every

kind of sacrifice and activily
for the sake of motherland are
admirable, the Prince said.
“Besides, we also feel highh
confident that under the guid
ance of Your Excellency and
the present leaders, the .
ple’s republic of Bungh::-h
will be able to meet with

flourtshing success all

ficlds.” he observed.
Referring to the interna-

in

vonal scene. the Crown Prince

recalled the broad Mentity of
views on many matlers and
said Thailand and Bangladesh
possessed common desire (o
work together for the cstab-
lishmeni ol greater peace.
progress and prosperity for
the Astan region as well as for
the world as a whole.

"We also both adhere
strictly to the principle that
mutual trust and peaceful (o~
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textile mill owners

Defaulting new owners ol
16 denationalised textile mills
sucd to realise more

| than Tk 20.72 crore they ate

' not paying to the government,

| reports UNB. |

State Minister for Textiles
Major (Reid)] Abdul Mannan
told parliament Thursday the
government had asked the Law
Ministry to make laws for filing
cases against the defaulters

Replying to Awami Leaguc

. MP Md Asaduzzaman, he aiso

sald afller repeated reminder,

the gwemment could realife
only Tk 5.09 crore from the
mill owners. -

The Minister produced in

' the House a list of the default-
| ers: 1. Afsar Cotton Mills Ltd,
- Owner: Zahirul Islam. Amount:

Tk 245.47 lakh, 2. Bogra

| Cotton Spinning Company Lid.

- -

Owner: Arifur Rahman Bhan-
darl, Amount: Tk 232.25 lakh.
3. Calico Cotton Mills Ltd.
Owner: Abdul Hannan. Amount;
Tk 51.05 lakh. 4. Gowsiya
Colton Spinning Mills Ltd,
Owner: Sultanuddin Bhuivan,

== L

Amount: Tk 203 .53 lakh, 5.
Gowalunda Textile Mills Ltd,
Owner: Alhaj Nizamuddin,
Amount: Tk 133.22 lakh, 6.

Darshana Sugar
Mills will be
privatised

Industriecs Minister Sham-

:; ul Islam Khan told parliament

ursday that the government
to disinvest the Darsttang
rMills. réplris UND. ¢
Replying to Khan Tipu
Sultan of Awami League, he
said the presemt government
attached importance to dena
tionalisation and encouraging
the private sector for imple
mentation of the market econ-
omy. *
He told Matia Chowdhury of
Awami League that the C&F
price of per ton sugar is 318
US deollar (Tk 12,380) while
the sale price of locally pro-
duced sugar is Tk 25.000 per
metric ton.

Halima Textile Mills Ltd.
Owner: Mokbular Rahman,
Amount: Tk 137.62 lakh. 7.
Habidur Rahman Textile Mills
Ltd, Owner: Habibur Rahman,
Amount: Tk 431.38 lakh. 8.
Jabbar Textile Mils Lid,

Tk 9.32
Textile Mills Lid. Owner:
Afikaluddin, Amount: Tk
J28.88 lakh, 10. Muslin Cotton
Mills Ltd, Owner: Sultanuddin
Bhuilya, Amount: Tk 120.08
lakh, 11. Raj Textle Mills Ltd,
Owner; Shamsul
Tk 3461 lekh. (]
A{:dnmng Mills le Owner:
ul Hﬂfid Talukder, Amount:
Tk 4.32 lakh, 13. Star
Textile Mills Ltd, Owner:
Sultan Rashid. Amount: Tk
1.09 lakh, 14. Jalil Textile
Mills Lid, Owner: Barrister
Sultan Ahmed Chowdhury.
Amount: Tk 68.15 lakh, 15.
Mynaméti Textile Mills Ltd,
Owner: Hasan Jamil, Amount:
Tk 36.63 lakh. 16. Kashem
Cotton Mills Ltd, Owner: A K M
Moinul Islam. Amount: Tk
35.75 lakh.

i

.

]

Govt to sue 16 defaultmg)

I
Owner: Abul Hashem. Amount: |

lakh, 9. Kushtia |

Speaker pulls
curtain as Law

Minister scolds
treasury MP

By Staff Correspondent

" A ruling party MF's bid w
introduce a bill in the Jauya
Sangsad flalled Thursday be-
cause of stifl opposition from
the Law Minister, Mirza Golam

Hafz.
The bill to be introduced in

the name of Abdur Rab
Chowdhury, an  MP [rom
Lakkhipur belonging to the
BNP. was the first ftem ol the
legislative business on the pri-

_vale members' day. The bill

sought to raise the retirement
age of government servants L

ﬂﬂymﬁumﬁ?
i'ﬁl'ﬁ:br nrduﬁﬁuhh of

the House to introduce the
bill, sharp came Lhe resistance
from the Law Minister. Amid a
battle of words between the
Minister and the Treasury
Bench MP., Speaker Shaikh
Razzaque Ali, presiding over
the sitting, abruptly adjourned
the House for five days' until
January 22.

The sudden adjournment
leflt another bill proposed by
the same BNP member and
five other private members’
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No KAFCO project
under present

terms, JS told

The Karnaphuli Fertilizer
Company (KAFCO)] project un-
der joint venture will be im-

lemented I lorelgn share-
olders reconsider certain
provisions of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU), re-
ports UNB.

This was stated by
Industries Minister Shamsul
Islamm Khan in parliament
Thursday during the question
hour

o

project would not be imple-
mented under the existing
terms and condition which go
against the national interest.
Replying to Nurul Islam
Moni (Ind). he said a high
powered commitliee is now re-
viewing the MOU signed with
forcign shareholders. includ-
ing those from Japan, at the
fag end of the Ershad regime.
Certain provisions of the
agreement including pricing of
gas at 75 cents and guarantee
by Bangladesh government

against fore loans to the
project were nd contrary o
the national interest.

The Minister informed the
House that the ¢t would
be implemented only If the
foreign sharcholders agreed to
change the anti-national provi-
stons.

The original agreement
signed in 198] stipulated gas

price at 1.7 dollar 1000 cht
o be su o

factory from ﬂlkhu Ras
fleld -t the priec was -
slashed 10 78 cenis in (hé
MOU sign in November
1990.

Replying to Rashed Khan
Menon (Workers Party), the
Minister sald and an enquiry
commitiee has been set up to
fix up the responsibility of
signing the MOU.

In reply to a supplementary
from Ataur Rahman Khan of
BNP, he said shareholders of
the export-orfented fertilizer
factory were mainly from
Japan and Denmark.

{ were either

' Myammar. reports

Tests for admission into city's government schools began yesterday (top) And anxious

mothers waiting outside urhﬂul premises (above).

—Star photo

Workers resist expediting of formalities

Disinvestment of industrial

Disinvestment of 40 public
sector industrial units may
slow down because of workers'
resistance to the formalities
required to expedite the pro-
cess, conce sources said.

The government plans to
sell 26 units to the est
bidders while 100 per cent
shares of eight units .and 49
per cent shares of the rest of
the six units will be sold to
mémbers of the public.

The Investment Corpo-
ration of Bangladesh (ICB) has
shown interest in buying the
51 per cent shares of the
seven holding companies out
of the total of eight.

To divest the holding com-

ies, some legal procedures

ke dfluting the groupings in
the share structure are
needed. The holding compa-
nies, partly disinvested earlier
have three groupings in shares
— Group A involving govern-
ment shares of 51 per cent,
Group B-1 involving public
shares of 34 per cent and

. Group B-2 involving workers'

shares of 15 per cent. The di-
lution of the groups needs the
holding of an Extraordinary
General M::Ltng (EGM) of the

units may slow down

By Inam Ahmed

existing sharcholders.

To implement an agenda in
the EGM requires the support
of 75 per cent of the share-
holders which, in this case,
may come if the group B-1
shareholders representing the
public do not oppose. But it is
still uncertain whether Group
B shareholders will support
the dilution of the groupings as
the government plans to sell
the shares to the ICB at an av-
erage market price.

The Industry Ministry in-
structed the relevant corpora-
tions in December last year to
dilute the groupings in order
to offload government shares.

Sources said that Bangla-
desh Steel and Engineering
Corporation reported to the
ministry that it had faced
resistance from the workers
and staff in holding the EGM.

The EGM has not yet been
held for the same reason.

The Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC)
and the Bangladesh Sugar and
Food Industries Corporation
have also asked the govern-
ment for time till the end of
March to hold the EGM.

In view of the problems. the

government has issued direc-
tives to the corporations for
the dilution setting March 31
as the deadline. The earlier
month for the EGM was set In

If the corporation fails to
complete the formalities to
dilute the groupings of the’
holding companies, the gov-
ernment might come up with
an ordinance suspending the
existing Memorandum and
Articles of Association.

In a recent circular issued
by the Controller of Capital
Issues (CCI). the us re-
quirements to sell public km-
ited co lhlm- at par was
modified so that shares of the
companies could be sold at a
premium or discount.

The order was issued to
readjust the prices of the units
with their shares in the mar-
ket. - . |

Meanwhile, concerned
sources said that the unur-
tainty in the co
affected the mcy of the
units. The employees are al-
ready trying to get transferred
to units not in the diaimr:.st-
ment list.

India, Pakistan both can make N-arms, says CIA chief

WASHINGTON, Jan 16:
Central Intelligence Agency
Director (CIA] Robert Gales
has said both India and
Pakistan have nuclear weapon
and ballistic missile pro-
grammes and are now going
chemical as well, reports PTI.

While they may not have
assembled the weapons for
stockpiling for safety reason,
they have all the parts for a
muclear weapon and the means
to deliver them, Gates yester-

day told the Senator John
Glenn's sub-committee on
non-proliferation,

He said “in South Asia, the
arms race between India and
Pakistan is a major concern,
Not only do both countries
have nuclear weapon and bal-
listic missile programmes,
they have recently pursued
chemical weapons as well.”

“These programmes are

“particularly worrisome because

of constant tension and con-

et in Kashmir.”

Gates expressed concern of
a Soviet nuclear ‘brain drain’ to
countries like India.

He also said he had heard
rumours that Pakistan was aid-
ing Iran in nuclear matters but
the CIA had not independently
verified these reports,

Xinhua from Delhi says,
Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao reiterated that
India would not be brow-
beaten by anyone of the issue

of supplying a nuclear reactor
to Iran, ‘The Hindustan Times'
reported today.

Replying Wednesday to a
specific query by Jaipal Reddy
on India’'s proposed sales of
reactor to Iran at the
Consultative Committee of
Members of Parliament at-
tached to the Department of
Atomic Energy. the Prime
Minister said, "We are not
browbeaten. | can assure you
that there is no such thing.”

Asked aboul the progress in
regarded to the sale of the re-
actor to Iran, Rao said "what is
to be done in principle is un-
der consideration. We will take
our own decision.” The
Department of Atomic Energy
Secretary Dr P K lyyengar said
that Iran had bmn advised

meanwhile to cnmp!ctc thr.
infrastructure.

Local press reported jn last
September that the United

States had strongly urged India
and other potential nuclear

supplier countries to avoid any
form of nuclear cooperation
with Iran, even under safe-

guards,

AP says: France sold
Pakistan two nuclear
plants Th in a 367-mil-

lion-franc (dirs 70 million)
deal that Parts insisted would
be limited to -peaceful pur-
poses,

| the
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From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Jan 16 A
least 50 Rohingya Muslims
down or
starved to death since
in different frontier arcas of
from across
the border said

A high nﬂ"l-:lll of the
Rohingya Samaj Kalyan Samity
here said today that at least 50

died in captivity due to
a lack of food or were shot
dead while attempting to
escape from diflerent godowns
in which more than 100
Rohingya Musliine were kept
locked

The official. who demanded
anonymity. said that those
people were carlier arrested
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Raushan bailed out

3L -
['m not interested
- viwi 8
in politics
Asiuzzaman
Haushan Ershad re-
on ball after a year's
detention Thursday sald that
she was not interested in poll-
s,

"I am not interesied in poli-
tics but §F want 0 devote mysell
to the welfare of the down-
trodden people,” she told
Daily Star at the residence
her sister Mamata Wahab in
Uttara

She was relcased from the
CGulshan sub-jail at around 8
pm Thursday and driven
straight to the Uttara resi-
dence in a Pajero jeep.

Acting Jatiya Party
Chatrman Mizanur Rahman

“Chawdhury, Viee

Maudud Ahmed and seversl
hundreds of workers and
relatives greeted Raushan at
the sub-jail gate with

A two-member High Court
Bench granted her bail in two
cases Wednesday but post-bail
procedural problems caused a
delay in her release.

Talking to The Daily Star
correspondent she said "l am
sick but at the same time feel-
ing well in the company of my
relatives aflter more than a

ed Sce Page 12 Col 3

Privilege body
to look into

MP’s allegation

on FWP

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Sheikh Razzak .i'tl:lJ
Thursday referred the issue on
involving MPs in local devel-
opment programmes to the
Standing Committee on
Privileges due to meet tomor-
row. .

Earlier. a hated debate be-
tween the Treasury Bench
members and the Opposition
MPs ensued-over their partici-
pation and involvement in de-
velopment programmes in
their respective constituencies
under the Food for Work
Programmes administered by
different ministries.

The 45-minute debate be-
gan immediately after the
question hour when Mostafa
Rashidi Suja (AL) drew the at-
tention of the Chair to the is-
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US, Bangladesh joint
disaster relief

exercise tomorrow

American and Bangladeshi
air force and army personnel
will begin a joint disaster relief
exercise in the country on
Saturday, reports UNB.

The training teams will
work in Jessore area using two
Bangladesh Air Force AN-32
aircraft and an American C-
130 transport plane, said a US
Information Service 88 re-
lease in Dhaka Thursday.

The training exercise is
being launched in continuation
of earlter cooperative efforts in
disaster preparedness, it said.

A small group of US army
and air force nnel will
work with their
counterparts to perfect tech-
niques for mvidtn[ aid to
those ulﬂcf natural
calamity, the mhuc satd,

in the first suth bilateral
exercise, in 1990, the crew
worked on techn which
were successfully utilised by
the sh Air Force after
29 cyclone last year.



