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MELBOURNE,
Jan 15;: Defen-
ding champion
Boris Becker fou-
ght off chops,
slices and hooks
Wednesaday to beat Gianluca
Pozzi in straight sets and
advance to a third-round
Australian Open meeting with
John McEnroe, reports AP,

The third-seeded German,
without a Grand Slam title for
12 months, defeated Pozzi 7-5,
7-5. 6-2 only after coming to
terms with the Italian's left-
handed, off-speed style.

McEnroe, a 32-year-old
veteran, defeated Andref
Cherkasov of Russia 7-5, 3-6,
6-4, 6-3 in a marathon three-
hour contest.

Stefan Edberg and Monica
Seles, meanwhile, continued
their campaigns for successive
Grand Slam titles with
straight-set second-round vic-
tories.

Becker, who pounded 25
aces in his first-round match
but only eight here, narrowly
missed the lines with his serve
and was thrown off balance by
Pozzi's bag of tricks. The
match took hours and 17
minutes.

"You can't serve 25 aces ev-
ery day,” Becker noted.

McEnroe looked forward to
facing Becker.

"It's not going to mean a
whole lot unless | beat him,"
McEnroe said. "It's possible to
out-think him. It's very diffi-
cult, but that's what | have to
m‘.n

Edberg, the US Open
c fon from Sweden, beat
Claudio Mezzadri 6-1. 6-2, 6-1
with a commanding perfor-

mance that combined poise
and power.

Edberg had a much casicr

Jdme, as his Swiss opponent

JOHN McENROE

struggled of find rhythm and
range. Mezzadrl, ranked 128th
in the world, sprayed balls
wildly. often into the net

Moving smoothly, Edberg
showed no signs of the injuries
that have plagued him over the
past two months, but he was
not completely satisfied,

"Obviously | can improve my
serve," Edberg said. "l still
have some way to go to play
really good tennis but I'm play-
ing well enough to win
matches.”

Becker was unsettled by
Pozzi's unusual style — which
includes a racket strung at the
lowest tension on the men's
tour — and the intimacy of an
onlside court.

“For the first 25 minutes it
was tough to get going.” he
said. "My game is usually the

power game. His is waiting to
attack.”

Karel Novacek of Czechos-
lovakia, ranked No. B, was the

BORIS BECKER
highest sced to fall, ousted by
Wayne Ferreira of Seuth Africa
3-8, 6-3, 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (9-7).

The groups of Swedish fans,

many with their faces painted
with the national colours of
blue and yellow, had plenty to
cheer about on the third day of
the tournament.

In addition to Edbergs win,
unheralded qualifier Lars
Wahlgren upset No. 12 seed
Derrick Rostagno of the
United States 6-1, 7-5, 7-6 (7-
3). matching his career-best
performance in a Grand Slam

tournament.

Wahlgren. a 25-year-old
bascliner ranked 256th in the
world, scored his second suc-
cessive upset. He defeated

20th-ranked American Brad
Gilbert in the first round
Monday.
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MELBOURNE,
Jan 15 : Japan's
Kimiko Date defi-
ed world number
one Monica Seles
for an hour and
29 minutes on Centre Court
here Wednesday, coming back
from 2-5 down in the second
sel before losing 2-6. 5-7 in
the second round of the
Australian Open, reports AFP.
Date. ranked 32 in the
world, saved match point at 3-
5. then broke scrve in the

sSame when Seles double-
faulted.
"She’'s a tough fighter.”

Scles sald at the post-match
press conference. "l knew that
if I'm not going to play well it's
going to be a to match ~

Date admitted that she felt
"tense and nervous” at the
start of the first set. when
Seles raced to a 4-0 lead I
couldn’'t move well.” she said

But Date refused to give up,
breaking Scles in the fifth,
then holding serve for 2 4,
before bowing 26 in the
ecighth game.

"1 wish | could have started
the match at the second set.”
Date said. 1 finished playing
better than in the final of the

fun. reports AP

both grunt.” Seles said.

tough match

But Seles is very

nt even

AUSSIE OPEN NOTEBOOK

MELBOURNE., Jan 15 : Nuot long ago there was a rumour
that Monica Seles and Jimmy Connors would slug it out on
ocourt. a sort of 1990s version ol Billie Jean King Bobby Riggs

The match hasn't happened, but Seles thinks it could be

1 would love o play because it would be a fun match — we
It would be a very high level, sound
match. | don't know the outcome. | would
best. He is still playing at a great level [t would be a very

rginia SHms thampinnﬂhtp
il‘l an Angeles last year.

Seles won that match —
their only previous encounter
— 6-3. 6-1

At 163 metres and 51 ki-
los. the woman rom Kyodo is
14 centimetres shorter and
eight kilos lighter than her
opponent. Yet it was she who
packed the more powerful and
more accurate serve here on
Wednesday'

She sent down two aces to
none from Seles. and had 70
per cent of her first serves
good to only 52 per cent for
the defending champton,

Seles had to light for every
point as Date moved confi-
dently to the net.

"l told myself to keep cool.
win the key points,” Scles said
"I knew she would be a tough
opponent.”

Seles. who defrated another
Japanese, Akitko Kijimuta. 6 2.
60 In the first round, next
plays Indonesiun Yayuk Basuki,

who came buck from a set
down 1o beal local player
Loutse Field 6.7 (5/7). 63 6
4 Wednesday

Seles refused 10 speculate
about the outeome of her third
round match, Insisting that a

g0 Inlo Il gving my

"Physically, guys are much stronger than women — they
have a much [aster serve | think in any sport you can’t com-
pare men W women unless something radical happens in
women 0 make them very strong.”
curtious about the outcome, so maybe
Conngrs should give her a call

“Four years ago they were saying that so many Wwp women
get 8 game or gel close o a top male player.”
Seles said. "] would like 10 see lor

Boris Becker. the third seeded player in the mens com:
petition. isn't waiting for a Seles-Connors match When asked
whether he would watch the two play each other

sell ”

he

mx replied, "No way, it doesnt inicrest me. | prefer
real 3

Stefan Edberg. the No

| men's player.

is often asked

gquestions about being one of the few serve and-volley special

ists with exq

uisite touch shots. Many of his contemporaries,

like Boris Becker and Jim Courier. are powerhouses on court
without similarly deft drop shots or lobs
Nevertheless, facing an opponent packing power doesn't

put Edberg off at all
" I'm in shape

it doesn't really bother me.” Edberg said

“In the contest it really is who moves to the ball better. I you

cant

o the ball first. you're not going 10 win "

tsn't about to consider using one of the newer wide

body rackets to increase his
"It remains
racket.

:

" maid Edberg
l like the racket | have

- of the imes he tried a
| had no control

over the ball fwith the wide body). | can hit a ball hard enough

without a wide body racket.”

for any male player to win a Grand Slam —

Australian Open. French Open, Wimbledon and the US
— in one year? John McEnroe wouldnt put his money

on it happening.

Td say it's a very. very. very. very big long shot.”

McEnroe

sadd. "The odds are so slim the London bookmakers would be

a cinch to win.~”

"It's hard to smell the roses when

for a guy over 30 to win a Grand Slam tour-

the gquestion posed to 24 -yea

r-old Boris

won his second -round match over Glanluca

3! in 1983) and van s making the finals

ird seeded Becker

“lets say. with the

young players coming up so r-rhr. it's
uﬂerml But it's still posafble "

doesn't see age as a factor

a w_lhlﬂm Lendl said “If you look at

-30's and you uru.-.lijr'r(
the Olympics. So, | think

realist must "take each maich
as it comes.”

“When you get into a Grand
Slam you never know what's
going to happen.” she said.
"Even the lower ranked play-
crs are better prepared for a
Grand Slam.”

In other matches. Yayuk
Basuki downed Australian
Louise Field 6-7 (5-7). 6-3. 6-4
to earn a third-round meeting
with top-sceded Seles.

Basuki was the [astest-rising

) player in women s tennis last

yeCar, from 266th to
35th.

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of
Spain, the No.4 seed, advanced
with an efficient. speedy 6-1.
6:1 triumph over Sandrine
Testud of France. while No. 6
Jana Novotna defeated
Canadian Rene Alter 6-3.6-2.

Ninth-seeded Manuela
Maleeva-Fragniere of
Switzerland also progressed to
the third round with a 6-3, 6-3
win over Karina Habsudova of
Czechoslovakia, as did No. 12
Anke Huber of Germany. a 6-0,
6 1 winner over Australian
Michelle Jaggard.

Leila Meshki of Georgia,
sceded 13, nuutrd Amtrlrnn
Nicole Arend! 6-1,

moving

Wahlgren said he had not
beaten a playt:r ranked in the
top 100 for a year.

“These are the two best
successive matches [I've
played.” Wahlgren said. "Today
was the right day for me to
beat Rostagno. lle looked a lit-
tle slow, bul iU's not often you
get the chance to beat the top

Nicklas Kultd of Sweden
came close, but he squandered
three match points at 6-5 In
the final set and was beaten 6-
3. 6-7, 6-4, 2-6, 8-6 by 15th
seeded David Wheaton of the
United States,

Wheaton, who won dirs 2
million for his victory in the
Grand Slam Cup last month,
took four hours and 20 min-
utes to beat the Swede,

"It is all kind of mental
when you are down match
points,” Wheaton said. TIt
comes down to keeping your
mind where it's supposed to
be.”

Mark Woodforde of Australia
also saved three match points
before defeating Francisco
Clavet of Spain 6-7 (5-7). 6-4,
6-1, 3-6, 7-6.

Ivan Lendl, like Edberg a
two-time winner of the
Australian Open title, cruised
into the third round with a 6-
3. 6-2, 6-3 win over Australian
wild card Roger Rasheed.

Patrick McEnroe of the
United States, a semifinalist
last year, beat fellow American
Jeff 6-1, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3
in a match punctuated by out-
bursts from Tarango.

Edberg now faces Australian
John Fitzgerald, who is ranked
No. 1 in the world in doubles
and 167th in singles.

Sport
McEnroe hopes to out-think Becker

Maglc says he'll
play in Barcelona

WASHINGTON, Jan 15:
Magic Johnson, who quit pro-
fessional basketball after test-

ing positive for the ﬂr':; that
causes AIDS, said on Monday

he intends to play for the US
Olympic team at Barcelona

Games this summer, reports
Reuter.
Johnson, speaking to a

group of high school students
about safe sex said : "I will play
in the Olympics. Despite the
virus, | can still play,” the New
York Times reported in its
Tuesday edition.

Johnson, who has become a
spokesman for safe sex since
revealing his diagnosis, would
not discuss the current state of
his health nor would be say
whether he had received
clearance from his doctor to
play.
Johnson, a former superstar
for the Los Angeles Lakers in
the National Basketball
Association, had been picked
for the US Olympic team be-
fore he disclosed last
November that he had tested
positive for HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS,

A USA spokesman, Craig
Miller, said from Colorado
Springs that Johnson is "still a
member of the team and if he
feels he's able to compete, he
will. provided he's healthy, of
course.”

Johnson was in Washington
for a meeting of the
President's AIDS Commission,

Services b’ball

The inter-Services basket-
ball championship begins today
at the BNS Issa Khan play-
ground, said an ISPR release.
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Pruldunt Bu!h talks with Earvin ‘Magi
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ic’ Johnson who resigned from the LA lakers
basketball team in 1991 after revealing ﬂ‘llt he had contacted the HIV. The two met in White
Huuu Oval office after Johnson participated in a meeting of the National Commission on

—AFP photo

eranata, Susanti top seeds

TOKYO, Jan 15 :
All-Eng-land wi-
nners Ardy Wira-
nata and Susi Su-
santi launch their
campaigns here

Tuesday for an Indonesian

sweep of the singles titles at

the 110,000-dollar Japan

Open badminton champi-

onships, reports AFP.

Defending champion

Wiranata, who collected four

trophies in the Grand Prix

series as well as the World Cup
last season. faces challenges

1994 mascot unveiled : They say it's a dog

NEW YORK. Jan
15 : World Cup
USA 1994 on
Tuesday unveiled
the official mas-
col for soccer's

next international extravaganza
— a loveable cartoon animal
officials hope will help
gencrate about hall a billlon
dollurs worth of rovenuae, re-

poris Reuter.

But suspense lingered
through the laser show pre-
sentation that had soccer leg-
cnd Pele and US women's star
Shannon Higgins flanking. the
big, brown beast within a cone
of light.

Undeniably cute it was,
dressed up in a red. white and
blue soccer uniform. But what,

in fact, was it?

“It's a dog.” said World Cup
USA 1994 chairman Alan
Rothenberg, clearing up the
confusion in the packed news
conference.

The announcement was
made jointly by Rothenberg
and Time Warner Sports
Merchandising. a unit of Time
Warner, Inc., which will Hcense
and merchandise the mascot
and 1994 World Cup logo
through an agreement with
World Cup USA 1994.

The mascotl, as yet un-
named, was developed by
Warner Brothers animation
studios for the tournament
that will be contested from

June 17 to July 17 in 1994 in
12
States.

Wearing USA '"94 across the
uniform chest, the mascot,
looked something like a moose
since its ears stuck straight
out like a pair of short antlers
and it stood well over seven
feet (2,13 m) tall.

But in profile and in draw-
ings the mascot looked the
part of an appealing canine
with a brown nose and large
black eyes.

Parb-tlmers poised for B1g League debut

HANOI. Jan
Vietnam's parl
time footballers,
so poor they can
bare ly aflord boo-
ts. are competing
in the World Cup for the first
time, reports Reuter

Their far-off goal s a place
in the 1994 finals in the
United States. which fought
and lost a brutal, bloody war in
Vietnam two decades ago

Vietnam has not entered
the World Cup before because
the war and its messy political
aftermath had made 1t difficult
o field a strong enough squad.
national team official Tran Bay
said He said t was pure coin
cidence that Vietnam's first
World Cup should also be the
first to be held in the United
States

“It's an accident, but an in-
leresting accident.” he said.

The communist govern-
ment in Vietnam has given

more encouragement to inter-
national competition in sports
ltke soccer since it began
opening up the country and
adopting free market reforms
in the late 1980s, he said

Football is Vietnam's most
E:puhr sport and matches

'tween leading international
teams draw big television audi-
ences

National coach Tran Duy
Long admits the World Cup
will be tough for his squad of
railway workers, soldiers and

licemen whoe have to try to

t football in with their regular
jobs.

1 think it will be very diffi-
cult for us to get to the final
stages, but whatever happens
we can lkearmn a lot from taking
part in the reglonal competi-
ton,” he said

Vietnam are drawn with
Indonesia, North Korea, Singa
pore and Qatar in Asian group
qualifiers which start later this
year. Only two of 29 teams
from Asia will reach the finals.

But soccer can be a game of

fairy tales and unfancied Asian
teams can look back at how
North Korea caused a major
stir when they beat ltaly in the
1966 World Cup in England.
"We always dream of win-
ning. but as you know it is only
our first time in such a big
competition.” said Vietnam's
captain Le Khac Chinh, a 36-
year-old railwayman from the
northern port city of Haip-

hong,

"It would be the most in-
credible huck for us if we could
get to the United States and
play the Americans.

“It's nothing political but we
would be happy to play them —
in the sptirit of sport. because
sport plays a role in reconcil-
lation. It's a chance for two na-

tions to understand each
other.” he said

Nearly |7 years after the
Vietnam war ended Washin-
ﬂun has yet to restore dip-

matic ties with Hanoi and

continues to maintain a puni-
tive trade embargo that has
had a dire effect on the
Vietnamese economy.

The restrictions would not,
however, prevent the Viet-
namese taking part in the
finals if they were to qualify, a
us tmhw spokesman in

The.rt are signs that Hanoi
and Washington are at last on
the road towards normal rela-
tions and that this could be
achiceved before 1994,

Today, though, the govern-
ment still had too little money
to support the national side
and players have to fork out of
their meagre salaries for basks
ltke kit, Chinh said.

"We're only amateurs. We
can only play part of the year,
the rest we have to work.” he
said.

Starting at around 250,000
dong (22 dollars), soccer boots
were very expensive, he said.

"I earn only 80,000 a
month,”

Japan grapples

TOKYO, Jan 15 : Take the
baseball hall of fame. a
Superbowl victor's ring and a
couple of Stanley Cups. put
them all together and you still
probably wouldn't have the
kind of prestige a sumo grand
champion gets in Japan, re-

ports AP.
Or used o get, that is.
The once mighty and

revered ranks of the “yoko-
zuna.” the ultimate symbol of
Japanese manliness. have been
depleted by injuries and age,
and dttnarlhzrd by scandal
and defeat.

And that's not all. The next
grand chamption may very well
not even be Japanese.

Aside from bascball. sumo is
Japan's most popular spectator
sport. Its six annual tourna-
ments are televised ltve to mil-
ons of fans and is considered
special because of its Japanese
origins and centuries-long his
tory

But over the past year the
sport has been suflering an

embarrassing vacuum at the

thet to many has taken on
t::rlhr elements of a full blown

social issue.

“The yokozuna these days
have no pride,” wrote 85-year-
old [armer Koyoshi Kato in a
letter 1o a major newspaper

"Hard-working foreigners
may be our national sport's

authority of the grand champi-
ons7? Asked a commentator in

lar weekly ne, the
Sh Bunshun. fans are
being made fools ol"

On the front pages of all of
Japan's top newspapers
Wednesday were reports of the
sudden retirement of grand

l-mp#un Asahifuji. a 3] -year-

use plagued by
plncrtnulh Front-page treat-
ment is rare for a sports story
in Japan.

Asahifuji decided 1o retire
after losing three straight
matches In the current tour
nament — a '5-day affair in
which each wrestler has one
match a day. the winner being
the one with the fewest losses

I have reached the hmit of
my physical abilities.” he told
reporters aflter the match

against a much younger oppo-
nerit.

Asahifuji. who lasted only

nine tournaments at the top,
had one of the shortest-ever

 KONISHIKI
note that with Asahifuji out and
the only other grand cham-

plon. Hokutoumdi, at a hot
spring nursing a bad knee, this
is the third tourney in a row
without a gmnd champion.
That hasn't happened since
World War 1|
Asahifuji s also the third

with sumo crisis

grand champion to retire in
less than a year. Before that,
grand champion Futahaguro
quit suimo after a much publi-
cised dispute with his stable-
master, or trainer, to become
pro wrestler "Killer Kitao."

One wrestler who has been
doing his part to uphoid the
reputation of the top ranks is
Hawail's Salevaa Atisanoe, bet-

ter known here as champion
Kontshiki.

Konishiki, at 254 kilograms
(5869 pounds) the heaviest
wrestler in sumo, won the last
tournament and had a 3-1
record as of Wednesday. If he
wins another tournament, he
would be in good position for a
shot at promotion, which
would make him the first for-

eign yokozuna ever.

Many Japanese seem to 'l

share opinton that foreign

titlon is giving sumo a
-needed spark. though
there is still resistance to the
idea of a foreigner breaking

the Japanese monopoly on

cities across the United®

from the Chinese, Malaysians
and Danes while Susanti is up
against the top Chinese and
Europeans.

China's Zhao Jianhua, who
beat Wiranata to win the World
Championship, is seeded top
and opens his campaign
Tuesday against Thaweesak
Koetsriphan of Thailand in the
first round.

He is in the same quarter
with Indonesia’'s Joko
Suprianto and Fung Permadi,
Steve Butler of England and

 joint fifth seed Foo Kok Keong

of Malaysia.
Also in the upper half are
Wimbledon, Dutch and German

Open winner Poul-Erik Hoyer-
Larsen of Denmark, the fourth
seed, who is expected to meet
fifth-seeded Kusuma in the
quarter-finals.

Top-seeded Susanti, who
crashed to a humiliating 4-11,
1-11 defeat to Tang Jiuhong in
the World Championships
semifinals 1in Brondby.
Denmark, shares her quarter
of the women's draw with
England champion Julie
Bradbury, Scottish Open win-
ner Lim Xiao Qiang of Sweden
and Wimbledon champion

Elena bkina of the Com-
monwealth of I[ndependent
States.

ACROSS bonus
1la 37 Museum
of display

Buddhism 38 Modified

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

indian shrub
2 Culture 23 Actress
medium Dawber

3 Norse god 24 Kind of

5 Tooth- leaf of discord trip?
paste 41 Harem 4 Wrath 25 Lab
choice room 5 Cluster animal

8" —Little 42 Plaything 6 Island 26 Commer-
Acre” 45 Lounge 7 Was in cials

12 Stravinsky about the 27 Scottish
13 Bread lazily forefront explorer
choice 46 Seltzer's 8 Wordsto 28 Personal
14 City on cousin Irene question?
the Oka 48 Aleutian 9 Band on a 29 Irish sea
15 Succeed island shield Wﬁ
17 Olive 49 Iran 10 Profound 31 White-
i‘anm export 11 Lattice tailed
18 Mr. 50 Sports ~ strip eagle
Onassis, contest 16 Word 34 Consume
for shot 51 Stupid before line 35 Crotchety
19 Ump’'scall  person or post one
20 Expert 52 Toper 20 Fortity 37 Mature
21 Forty 53 Merry 21 Floor- 38 Spread
winks prank show the
22 Footed DOWN setting ip
vase 1 Arizona 22 Japanese 39 -
23 Jeopardy Solutlnn time: 27 mins. per sect.
26 Naval i
officer
30 Amalekite
King
31 Tokyo,
once
32 A chal-
lenge
33 Goose
and
Hubbard
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PURSUING A GREAT APE

Cg?toclul
ON DISQUIZTI rSLAN D IS AKONG QUEST.
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: O equals M

TheC
will

p is a substitution cipher
letter stands for another. If you

equal O throughout the puzzie. Singl
words and words using an a

locating vowels. Solution is

in which one

think that X equais O, it

e letters, short

rophe give you clues to
mﬂl and error.



