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Bush launches
re-election bid

in New Hampshire
WASHINGTON, Jan 1§

President George Bush
launched his re-election bid
in New amid

WASHINGTON, Jan

Middie East peace talks he-
tween isreeclls and Arabs re-
sumed here . but im-
media bogged down over
what to and where the
next round of meetings should
be held, reports AFP.
'I'thcomph:naL
tiations were further clou
by a government crisis for

Egi
|
§§z

in the occupied West Bank.
The lsracli delegation,
meanwhile, confirmed that it
intended to return home on
Wednesday as originally

International

President Assad seeks European help

talks between (srael and Syria
at the State Department, while
negotiations opened between
Israel and Lebanon on the one
hand and lsrael and Jordan on
the other.

Jordanian and lsracl nego-
tiators met for three hours at
the State Department and ex-
changed ideas on an agenda for
future talks, but reached no
agreement, said Jordanian

tion chiel Abdel Salam

He said that "had not
looked at the points of dtﬁ,.:
ence on substantive issues’.
Chiefl Israeli negotiator
Eltakim Rubinstein said the
two sides discussed "agenda
idcas as well as general ideas

Nobel laureate for
peace in Croatia

than 100 Nobel Inun'.-lt:u

Wlnlpped‘hfm

km&-tlpp_d
as a full page ad in the New

York Times, reports AFP.

Yeltsin's decree
annulled .

Russian m-tmmﬂ um:rt on
Tuesday annulled a decree by
President Boris Yeltsin that
had created a super ministry
out of the old Soviet KGB and
Interfor Ministry, reports AFP.

The court ruled the
December 19 decree unconsti-
tutional. and ordered the new

dissolved.

The court’s 13 judges took
10 hours to reach their unan-
imous verdict.

The ruling found the new
ministry contrary to the
Russian constitution's provi-
sions concerning “the separa-
tion of executive, legislative

and powers.”
Tgﬂl'!-' was no elaboration.
A group of 51 Russian legis-
}Jpﬂlﬂumd the court
to rule on the constitutionality
of Yeltsin's decree, and on its
conformity with Russian law.
This was the first case the
court had ruled on since it was
created at the end of last year.

The court an officials
request by Yeltsin to postpone
deliberations.

Viktor Barnanikov, Russian
Minister for State Security and
Internal Affairs, had refused to
testify before the court.

About 10 persons did tes-

ufy.

BLRIERRY

"We appeal to the western
and eastern governments to
the Yugosalv army's wan-
:::F:Iutructhn We appeal to
all humanitarian izations
to provide aid for all the vic-
tims of Yugosalv military
brutality.” the statement.
The 104 signers included
such past winners of the Nobel
Peace Prize as former West
German Chancellor Willy
Brandt (1971). the Dalai Lama
(1989) and South African
Bishop Desmond Tutu (1984).
The petition. which de-
nounced “this senscless war,”
also appealed "to men and
women of conscience to speak
up against indifference to the
plight of Croatian peo

of total destruction of their
country. but also the threat of

their won extinction.

Writers Nadine Gordimer of
South Africa (literature 1991),
Claude Simon of France
(1985), Willam Golding of
Britain (1983). and Czeslaw
Mtlosz, a Polish-born American
(1980), also signed the text.

Scientists who signed in-
cluded three of the most re-
cent winners of the Nobel
Prize—Pierre-Gilles de Genne-
s(Physics, 1991). Jos-eph
Murray (Medicine 1990), and
Willam Sharpe (Economy,
1990).

The petition was launched
by a group called the American
[nitiative for Croatian, in asso-
ciation with various US
Croatian organizations and
with the ruder Boskovic

Institute of Zagreb.

Comin
Some 1.99

during a person’'s 20th year.

The number, 50,000 more

in 20 years, the

The new adults accounted for 1.6 per cent of Ja

rIgb-«:)f-a ge day celebrated:

n Japanese celebrated Coming-Of-Age Day
today. the day which ritually marks the

into adult life
rts AFP from Tokyo
last year

pan's total

population of 124.12 million, according to the agency. Men.
at 1.04 million, slightly outnumbered women.

The number of Japanese turning

20 peaked between 1968

and 1970 when 2.4 million became adults each year.

in 1972 the number fell below the two million mark and
dropped to 1.52 million in 1978. From 1979 on, it was steady
at around 1.6 million until 1984 when it began to rise.

Under the law a

person officially becomes and adult on his

or her 20th birthday, but coming-of-age day is a public holiday

in Japan.

Dy Director of CIA

« The White

House announced Tuesday the resignation of Richard Kerr

from his

post as Deputy Director of the Central Intelligence

Agency (CIA). reports AFP from Washington.
The White House said in a statement that Kerr was step-

ping down from his
no reason for his

post after 32 years with the CIA but gave
resignation, which will take effect March 2.

Kerr has been the No. 2 man at the CIA since March 1989

and he was Acting

Director briefly before the senate con-

firmed Robert Gates as Director in November.

"He p
CIA™

layed a critical role in the recent transition at the
a time when the world was undergoing upheaval,

White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said in a statement.

Coal miners go

on strike: work at hairof

the coal mines at Karaganda in northern Kazakhstan are on

strike in protest
response to

pnrudnnhielday! reports AFP.

Kazakhstan is the third-

against the recent increase of prices in
. the daily Komsomolskaya Pravda re-

producer of coal in the

Commonwealth of Independent States [CIS) after Russia and

Ukraine.

Radio Moscow reported that the miners were demanding
that lﬁpcrun:r:'[mnliimdlhouldhe provided to work-
ers’ collectives were demanding that they be guaranteed
su of food at reasonable prices.

Izvestia daily news
some miners had recently

ntly bee

per reported on Monday that
n offered meat at 240 roubles

per kilo which was nenrty four times the price in Moscow
since the liberalisation of prices.

]rg_gjtroo ps were killed: n.

ated the air war against lraq during the

lrllid Tuesday that fewer than 10,000 Iraqgi

troops

were killed or wounded during the six-week conflict, reports

AFP from Was

Air Force Lieutenant General Charles Horner told Cable
News Network that the Iraqi's "may have had 10,000, 20,000,

maybe 30,000 casualties.”

*That's a lot of casualties,” he said. "But it's not
people are touting
| just don't believe that. And | think the

number that some

nearly the
of 100,000 or 200,000.
tness accounts

on the battlefield support probably less than 10,000 casual-

ties.”

Th:utﬁmuhmkedlthcrﬁmnlhnlmwbyﬂn

defence intelligence agency. the Pentago

n's intelligence arm,

which said that about 100,000 Iragis had been killed and

300,000 wounded.

of how to reach peace” and

e e

that the mecting would con-
tinue Wednesday moring

But he decried the shooting
attack on an lsrachl bus and car
in the occupled West Bank,
which left seven lsraclis. in
cluding two children. wounded
calling it “a very unfortunate
eventl.

"We are Uying to work for
peace, but there are clements
in the territeries who are 21'
ing o scullle the chances

peace.” he said.
The 1]-st Jordanian
delegation Included two

Palestinians under a formula
hammered out en Monday to
break a deadlock that had
paralysed the last round of
lalks here in December

Under the inrmula . the

i —————

No progress in ME peace talks

Palestinian team which was
meeting later with the lsraclis
was to inchude two Jordanians.
The lsraclis had insisted that
they would not discuss self-
rule in the occupled territories
with the Palestinians alone.

A Damascus report adds:
Syrian President Hafez Al-

Assad on Tuesday emphasized
the importance of a European
inftiative to help overcome ob-
stacles created by lsrael in the
Middle East peace process, an
offictal source said.
Presidential spokesman
Gibran Kurich said Assad real
firmed to visiting Dutch
Foreign Minister Hans Van
Den Broek his country's sin-
cere desire to achieve a just
and comprehensive peace

thons.

He alsco underlined “the im-
rtance of an initiative from
E)mpnn-nd-llmntrh
mn!ud-iﬂlmhﬁwr
of action” atmed at overcoming
Israch obstacles.

Kuriech said the Duteh
Minister noted the importance
Europe placed on the peace
process as well as the role

Syria played in it given its In-
fluence in the pursuit, and

success, of the negotiations.

\anl]tnﬂmei who arrived
mﬂﬂhtﬂ

S , Is on a
uuluhuhtuwaimdqh

Jordan and Thursday to lsrae

UN peace keeping force commander Australian Colonel Wilson (R) is greeted on his arrival
with 50-man monitoring team by Yugoslayv Army General Slavke Jovie. Jovic has re y

_served the UN peace keeping forces during the lran-Iraq war.

— ﬂﬂ

Najib orders return of
Zahir Shah’s property

KABUL. Jan 15: President
Najibullah issued a decree
Tuesday ordering return of the
property of the family of
former King Zahir Shah. taken
over by the state some 13

years ago. officials said. reports
AFP

The presidential decree re-
voked a May
Nationalising the property of
the overthrown King's father
Mohammed Nacder Shah. un-
cles Shah Wali Khan and
Mohammad Hashim. and his
cousin, Mohammad Daoud.
they said.

The decree came on the
eve of the fifth anniversary of
the national reconciliation pol-
icy launched by Najtbullah's
administration on January 15,
1987, aimed at the fighting be-
tween government troops and

1978 decision’

g

E:l.ﬂeen resistance.
¢ officials in the Alghan
capital said under the decree
the property of Zahir Shah
would be restored o the legal
heirs or their attormeys.

The Afghan Foreign
Ministry would help in the

|

Zahir Shah. living in exile in
Rome since his overthrow in a
military coup in 1973, was also
stripped of his citizenship in
the communist revolution five

years later.
However, Najibullah re-
stored his citizenship in

September 1991,

Najibullah's latest decision
is seen here as part of his gov-
ernment’s efforts to woo the
ex-monarch to join the inter-
national peace efforts on

zahu Shah's participation

!n the ﬁ:-oe moves would be

use several Alghan
p'uup-l. are cons him as
the possible head for an in-
terim government which
would be set up before elec-
tions were held as part of a UN
-spofisored peace  package
ending the |3-year-old civil
war. Reuter from Islamabad
adds: Afghan President has
abolished the death penalty for
88 oflences.

The broadcast, monitored
in the Pakistani capital
Islamabad yesterday. quoted a
presidential decree as saying
the death penalty could now be
handed down for only five of-
fences—murder, mass killing,
killing by explosion. killing in
robbery. and treason.

ISLAMABAD, Jan
Pakistani opposition pnrtlc:
have sent two petitions to par-
llament seeking to unseat
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
for alleged financial wrongdo-
ing which he has denied. par-

llamentary sources said yes-
terday, reports Reuter.

They said the petitions
were given on Monday to lower
house speaker Gohar Ayub
Khan, the opposition says he
must send them to the gov-
emment's top election com-
missioner upholding the op
sition charge of immorality
could unseat Sharil from the
lower house and from office.
But political sources said this
was not expected to happen.

One petition by the Pecople's
Democratic Alliance of opposi-
tion leader Benazir Bhutto ac-
cuses Sharil of using his influ-
ence to obtain a 300 million
rupee (12 million dollar) loan
from a domestic bank for two
sugar mills owned by his fam-
ily.

The other put forward by
another opposition group ac-
cuses him of involvement in

two loans worth 2.17 million
dollars. It says the Dubai
branch of the collapsed Bank
of Credit and Commerce
International (BCCI) gave the
loans to two members of
sharil's Ittefaq business group
in February 19889.

It also accuses the premiber

of allotting prime state-owned
forest land to a BCCI [une-
tionary at a throwaway price.
Sharif has denied the
charges, which the opposition
has now formally raised on the
eve of his departure for France

Opposition move to unseat
Nawaz Sharif

on his first official western trip
after taking office 14 months

ago.

Sources in the ruling
Islamic Democratic Alliance
said the opposition was trying
to pressure authorities to
withdraw disputed corruption
charges against Bhutto and
several of her former cabinet
ministers.

The opposition groups say
they will bring six or seven
more such petitions against
Sharif and his Interior
Minister Shujaat Hussain.

Bhutto was sacked as
premicr by President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan in August 1990 on
disputed charges of abuse of
power,

She and several of her col-
lecagues are facing trials by
special tribunals which are
empowered to disqualify them
from parliament for up to
seven years.

They deny the char

accuse authorities n?‘.:;clng
vindictive .

5-man Council
to run Algena

ALGIERS, Jan 15: A five-
man Council of State was
named to run Algeria on
Tuesday, a day after Islamic
fundamentalists denounced as
treason the takeover of the
country by an army-dominated
group of leaders, reports

tively a collective presidency,
is headed by former dissident
Mohamed Boudial, who has
been in exile for more than 27

years, most recently In
Morocco.

Effectively a collective
presidency. the council in-

cludes military strongman
Major-Oeneral Khaled Nezzar,
who has been Defence
Minister since July 1990.

It was named to “fill the le-
#al and constitutional vacuum”
caused by President Chadll
Benjedid's su

Formation of a new execu-
tive body had been expected w
try to end uncertainty and
fears of unrest posed by the
scrapping of general elections
that had taken Musiim funda-
mentalists secking an Islamic
state W the brink of power.

The Islamic Salvation Front
(F1S) challenged Chadii's de-
parture as unconstitutional and
called on its militants to pre-
pare jor “all eventualities”.

Korean unification

within 5 years?

WASHINGTON, Jan 18
North and South Korea, dt-
vided since World War Two,
could be reunified in three to

five years. a US foreign policy
expert said on Tuesday, re-

ports Reuter.

“Unification. of course. will
take time— some say a genera-
tion.” Willlam Taylor of the
Centre for Strategic and
International Studies told a
Senate foreign relations
commitiee hearing.

“l disagree, given the accel-
erating lactors of . How
about three to five years?”
Taylor said.

North and South Korea
reached a non-aggression
agreement last December 13
and signed a joint declaration
on December 31 for a non-nu-
clear Korean peninsula.

2 Mafia bosses
were recruited
to kill Kennedy

NEW YORK. Jan 15: Jimmy
Hoffa recruited two Mafia
bosses to carry out the assassi-
nation of president John F.

Kennedy, a lawyer who repre-
sented the late union leader
told the New York Post in an

int:m Fuhltlhnd Tuesday,

Frank Ragano said

he believes he carried the
from Hoffa to Florida

Mob Boss Santos Trafficante
and New Orlecans Mob Boss
Carlos Marcello that let to
Kennedy's assassination in
Dallas on November 22, 1963,

"Jimmy told me to tell
Marcello and Trafficante they
had to kill the president,”
Ragano said. "Hofla said to me,
“this has to be done.”

But Ragano, 68, said Hofla
was ‘ranting and raving for a
long time... [ didn't take it
scriously because | knew
Jimmy was a hothead with a
short attention span.”

Uhe Butly Stur 5

Off the Record

eyes and keels over in a

convineing
This being the year of the Monkey on the Japanese calen-
hrdhﬁhpnhlhliyhmﬁhmhlhﬂpﬂlh

by answering

Japanese politics. He holds up a sign with a ctl:i:mtill'

yes or an X for no.
"Does Prime Minister

kiichi

‘s administration

have much of a future? asks Murasalki.

Jiro holds up a card with an X

A theater piece starring Jirco as the famous |2th-century
warrior samural Yoshitsune was even recognized as quality
art when Murasaki was awarded the prestigious government

Art Festival Prize.

School for elephants!

BANDAR LAMPUNG: The provinecial administration of
Lampung Is considering opening a new school for
in addition o the existing one in way Kambas which be-
come ‘too crowded' the head of the Lampung Forestry Office

ASM Panjaitan said here today. reports Antara Pool

At the school In way Kambas,

are taught and

clkephants
tamed to, among other things, help people in their forestry

-nd
s rolls.

Itural activities. Sixty clephants are currently on

Wﬁnuﬂﬂ:mnumldhuhhmm
great care as the cost of transporting elephants could prove

phenomenal.

ng the province on the southern tip of the Sumatra

island .

about 450 10 600 wild clephants.

He said unless a new school was opened. the wild ele-

phants would continue destroying peo
especially in the Northern Lampung

many transmigrants.

s agricultural land,
strict where there are

Unbelievable

ROBBINSDALE, Minn: A teen
afler his arms were lomn

in his teeth to dial for help

-ager who clenched a 1
in a

tractor accident saved his life, and he may have saved his

limbe, doctors said, reports AP.
‘s arms were reattached in & six-hour

John

eration at North Memorial Medical Center in this
suburb, where the |B8-year-old from Hurdslield. ND, was
listed in serious but stable condition Wed .

was home alone on Saturday when his arms
were torn ofl. He walked 400 meters 10 his house, where he
used his mouth to turn a doorknob and his lbot to knock open

a door.
Clutching

wouldn't bleed on the

"We
but I'm surprised he could
do iL."

a pencil in his teeth, he called
phone, then walted for them in his family’s

hmz

carpet.
just can’t believe it H:I-Iﬂtilwldnd-ml

everything,
keep his thoughts all logether and
said Thompson's sister, Kim Blotier of Fargo, ND.

| US iterates concern

about Pak N-plan

WASHINGTON, Jan 2
The United States l'l.'ltl!'nlll'd
its concern aboul the Pakistani
nuclear programme Tuesday,
but said its information on the
programune was classified. re-
ports AFP.

"This administration is con-
cerned abont unsafeguarded
nuclear p ammes in both
Plkill.ln India and hopes

rogress on regional
non- prm cration.” said State
Department spokeswoman
Margaret Tutwiler,

The Washington Post re-
ported Tuesday that the
United States believed that
Pakistan had two nuclear

weapons cores, essential
for a nuclear device, and had

demanded that they be de-
stroyed as a condition resum-
ing US aid to Islamabad.

Asked about this report,
Tutwiler said that the informa-
tion on the subject was classi-
fied. 'We are unable to say
Pakistan does not possess a
nuclear explosive device,” she
said.

A Karachi report says:
Former Premier Benazir
Bhutto Criticised the govern-
ment Tuesday for remarks
made here by US Senator Larry
Pressler. who said the US gov-

ermuncnt believed that Pakistan
had a nuclear bomb.

The Republican Senator
from South Dakota at a news
conference in Islamabad on
Monday called upon the
Pakistan government to
"publicly dismantle its nuclear
bomb" to qualtfy for US assis-
tance.

"All this is being said be-
cause there is no popular gov-
ernment in the country,”
Bhutto told newsmen here, af-
ter meeting her imprisoned
husband Asif Zardari in the
Sindh High Court

She was her first
public appearance after three
days in the hospital for treat-
ment of a kidney ailment, and
looked weak.

Pressler's statement and
what is considered here his
pro-India tilt has enraged

Pakistani leaders and the
press. The president and
Prime Minister reportedly

cancelled their meeting with
him on this account.
According to Radio
Pakistan, the US State
Department has dissociated ft-
self from Pressler's remarks
un Pakistan's nuclear pro-

Heavy attack on

Karen rebel HQs

BANGKOK. Jan
Myanmar military mmn'-ndm
to sefze l:he main head-
of the Karen National
Union (KNU) guerillas in
southeastern Myanmar have
launched ground and air at-
tacks against rebel positions,
an opposition officlal said yes-

terday, reports AFP.

_An officer with a parallel

Assam offers safe passage for Maoist rebels

NEW DELHI Jan. 15 ;: Assam
authorities announced a 19-day
sale for Maoist gueril-
las in the North East India
frontier state Tuesday. a day al-
ter New Delhi suspended a
counter-insurgency drive by
the army, reports AFP.

Chief Minister Hiteswar
Saikia said the safe passage
was effective until February 1.
It would enable members of
the outlawed United Liberation
Front of Assam (ULFA) to come
from underground and would
help pave the way for peace
talks, he said.

The Press Trust of India
(PTI) quoted him as saying in
Guwahati, Assam's principal

city, that the suspensfon of
army operations against ULFA
and the safe passage offer
marked the start of the pcace
process.

By February 1, ULFA would
finalise its agenda for talks to
reach a peaceful settlement of
its bloody independence cam-
paign. he said, adding he was
confident the group genuinely
desired peace.

Satkia’'s announcement fol-
lowed his return to Assam
from prelimin talks here
between the federal govern-
ment of Prime Minister P.M.
Narasimha Rao and the ULFA
leadership.

The chief minister appealed

to ‘all sections of the peo

Assam to help reach a lelllc-
ment with ULFA, which has
agreed to give up violence and
negotiate with New Delhi un-
der the framework of the
Indian constitution.

The ULFA had adopted an
armed struggle... but in the
present situation, the issues
could be solved within the
constitutional framework,' the
group’'s General Secretary
Anup Chetia told PTI.

The armed’ struggle would
end if a peaceful settlement
was reached, Cheitia report-

=dly said.
The first note of discord
came from the all Bodo

Students’ Union, which |s
campaigning for Assam’s divi-
sion into two equal parts for
ethnic Assamese Hindus and
tribes people who live outside
the Hindu caste system.

The government should not
sign any accord that goes
against the interests of the
Bodos, sald the union, which
accuses Assamese of discrimi-
nation against tribes people.

Although 1t has existed
since the carly 1980's ULFA
came (nto prominence only
about two years ago with a se-
ries of well-planned kidnap-
pings and murders. triggering
panic in tea and ofl industries.

ULFA, which has espoused

"scientific socialism” or
Maoism, has in the past re-
fused to recognise the Indian
constitution, calling oil-and
mineral-rich Assam a colony
and India a colonial power.

It ruled out talks, say-
ing Assam, a state of 22 million

ople. had never historically

n a part of India.

In recent weeks, the group
has softened its stand, declar-
ing a unilateral ceasefire
December 17 in the face of an
army crackdown which threw
its well-organised network
into disarray.

The army operation code
named '‘Rhino’ netted almost
2.000 of its activists.

government based in
th:j e ll.‘ld Myanmars
forces suffered heavy casu-

alties in the offensive.

Some 2,000 Myanmar in-
fantrymen had attacked well-
defended positions around the
village of Malehtta, 30 kilome-
ters (18 miles) north of the
KNU's Manerplaw headquar-
ters, the nﬂ‘ln:g said.

The village was defended by
a mixed contingent of about
600 anti- Yangoon rebels
united under the Democratic
Alliance of Burma (DAB) um-
brella organtzation, he added.

Six Myanmar air force
planes also bombed Malehtta
twice in one day to soften the
guerilla defence positions, he

Rebels had cv-cultﬂ!
elderly people, women and
children to safe sanctuaries in
southern Karen state near the
border with Thafland, he said.

"The major battle, which
began on Saturday and was
continuing at the time of re-
port, took place around
Maletta,” sald the officer,
adding that the Myanmar in-
fantry suffered losses esti-

mated at 180 killed and

| wounded.



