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Fighting the Fire

Fire broke out for consecutive days— first at a
sulphur factory then at a foam factory—bringing
the oft-forgotten issue to the fore. The potential
danger in overcrowded cities is quite natural,

more so in unplanned ones like ours with
faulty wiring and other probable sources of fire
left precariously exposed. Human error and me-
chanical disorders probably cannot be completely
eliminated. After all, such things happen in coun-
tries with excellent records of maintaining safety
measures against fire. Yet there is the consolation
in those countries that after all efforts were taken
to make lives and property immune from the
hazsard as much as is humanly possible. But
callousness here is stupendous and even the
avoidable fire incidents sometimes prove highly
costly for us. :

The problem of fire, however, still has two dis-
tinct natures—{irst, when it is not deliberately
caused to settle a score on the enemy and the
second, when a nefarious motive is at work be-
hind such an incident. As for the latest two inci-
denfs, the first one has been, as reports have ft,
suspected to be a case of sabotage. One is not
sure, though. about either of the possibilities. To
ascertain that a full investigation by the compe-
tent authorities is urgently required. Meanwhile.
a high incidence of such tragic events is sure to
make the people panicky.

But panic is not a remedy for the problem.
Apart from a high degree of caution—which we
regrettably lack—the need for some preventive
physical measures have to be identified for im-
mediate action. Along with safe disposal or stor-
ing of highly inflammable substances, provision
for fire extinguishers in all establishments and
emergency exits in multi-storied buildings in par-
ticular has to be there. Mentionably, few, if any,
such buildings can claim to have sufficient such
facilities. Uncontrolled sprouting of hotels with-
out arrangement of minimum safety measures is a
major cause of devastating fire. There should be
specifically defined rules for opening eating
houses, so far as the safety rules for fire are con-
cerned.

No less important is the question of fire fight-
ing facilities, which — even with an insufficient
force — sometimes become a helpless spectator
of the devastation only because either they find
no source of water nearby or because the vehicles
would not simply go near to the place of fire. The
numerous ponds Dhaka once boasted have indis-
criminately been [illed and the roadside hydrants
have also been either dispensed with or left out of
order. In a situation like this it is quite evident
that the whole Dhaka city is poorly equipped to
sufficiently deal with a major fire tragedy. The
condition of small towns and other cities can only
be imagined.

In case of industrial fire of serious nature in-
volving chemical or poisonous substance, as hap-
pened at a sulphur factory on Tuesday, the fire-
fighting mechanism often proves too inadequate
for the purpose. What happened in Bhopal is a
stark reminder of the inadequacy of the mecha-
nism. The best thing would be to make the pre-
ventive measures as sound as humanly possible. A
fire in such installation can spell a doomsday dis-
aster lor a wide area. We just had had such a
fright at Ghorasal Fertilizer Factory. Therefore,
the need for extra measures in such factories
must be made mandatory. And prevention should
always be the watch-ward— be it in case of small
fire or baflling blazes. After all, the origin of all
fires is from a small source or cause. There is
nothing like following a few basic fire tips that
the concerned department circulates for the
common public. But their wide circulation is
necessary. On top of all, a national policy to fight
this hazard should be evolved.

Welcome to a Prince

A ceremonial visit, with its largely symbolic
meaning. often overshadows its underlying politi-
cal significance. This may well be the case with
the six-day visit of the Crown Prince of Thailand,
Maha Vajiralongkorn who arrives here today. The
Prince is assured of a warm welcome from theé
people and the government of Bangladesh.

The symbolic though the visit may be, it is
certain to strengthen the close ties which already
exist between Bangkok and Dhaka. After Thailand
became one of the first South East Asian coun-
tries to recognise Bangladesh after the War of Li-
beration, both the countries have done their best,
with considerable success, to set up their links in
many fields, ranging from air tommunication and
trade to educational exchanges and cultural
relations. Several agreements are in force.

It cannot be claimed that the fullest potential
of Bangladesh-Thai co-operation has been ex-
plored. Nor can it be said that our bilateral rela-

HE new year in Pakis-
tan brought with it
prospects for a better
working relationship between
the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition on
the domestic front, and a move
towards confidence builldings
measures across the border
with India. But before the sun
could rise on the new year,
both these attempts recetved
severe sethacks, and 1t was
back to normal for all. Political
larisation between Prime
ister Nawaz Sharil and the
leader of the opposition Ms
Benazir Bhutto the end of
1991, had reached an all time
high, and this time even the
men in uniform, who are
having less and less to do with
day to day politics, were
worried about a system which
could collapse if it was the
former COAS Gen. [retd) Aslam
Mirza Beg. who had once
romised "army's umbrella
r democracy”. This time, the
man who has replaced him,
Gen. Asif Nawaz, went ecven
further. A meeting between Mr
Sharif and Ms Bhutto was
something that Gen. Asif
wanted before he left for
Washington. To help him was
an old friend and whose father
Gen. Asif said was his ‘ideal,
that is the speaker of the
National Assembly. Gohar Ayub
Khan. It was through the
Speaker that both Ms Bhutto
and Mr Shrif were approached
to meet and come to some sort

FOCUS ON PAKISTAN

New Year begins with Prospects

- and Setbacks in Relations

Mariana Baabar writes from Islamabad

of an agreement so that at least
“ relationship could
gel off the ground As things
stand not only do Ms
Bhutto and Mr. Sharil not
speak to each other but for
that matier never get together
to discusa Issues of national
importance. New years eve
saw. aflter a lot of spade work

guarantee that the Prime
Minister would withoul any
interruption, get lour mor
years as chiel executive. Tlas
of course would negate the
powers ol the President.
Ghulam Ishaq Khan who under
Gen. Zias eighth amendment

other f[alse cases against the
oppusition be also withdrawn.
Two key fgures whou have
greal influence over the Prime
Minister were not privy to this
sccret  meeting. Shahbaz
Shart! member of the lower
house and brother of the

Father of the Prime
Minister Mohammad Mian
Sharil, was still not forgiving
the former PPP government of
Zulhgar Ali Bhutto which while
natjonalising the country's
industries, also wok over the

Sharifls enterprises, the
litefaq. Till this day the
inflluence of the eider Mian

Father of the Prime Minister Mohammad Mian Sharif was still not forgiving the former PPP government of

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto...

Years of
nuclear

had been done, a date and
venue set Iin Pakistan's

southern port city, Karachi.

Each would meet with two
trusted aides

Both sidcs were also
expected to give finishing

touches to proposals that the
other had demanded. On the
part of the leader of the
opposition. the Pakistan
Peopile's Party wad ready o
ensure a vole to amend the
constitution. Which would

has the powers to dissolve the
national assembly This
amendment would also give Mr
Shartl powers to lake serious
steps specially in Sind, where
the opposition is being
persecuted, without fears of
being obstructed by the
President. The Prime Minister
in return was being asked that
the one sided refererces filed
by the President be lifted,
political victimisation against
the PPP be stopped and all

Prime Minister, and Brig.
|Retd) Imtiaz Ahmed. director
general of the Intelligence
bureau, were both unaware of
this political move. But hours
before Mr Sharif left the
capital for Karachi the 1.B.
chiefl upon learning of this
development contacted
Shahbaz Shartfl in Lahore. But it
was another ‘old man'. this
time not the President, who
sabotaged this proposed
meeting

between Pakistan and India which resulted in an agreement not to attack each other's

has been so strong that several
such atte to mend ways
with the PPP have fatled.

On the external front. years

of ground work between
Pakistan and India which
resulted in an t not
to attack each s nuclear

installations and facilities came
into effect in the new year,

when both countries
exchanged lists of their
nuclear facilities and

installations. This document
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when hours after the
of lists the Indian
Narsimha Rao.
accused Pukistan of a prowy’

i

india to the table and
h&nmnﬁh‘lwﬂ:hhl
nuciear free zone. In the past
Indians have even ted
Prime Minister Nawaz s
proposal of a five nation
conference on the issue, as
one " in which there was
nothing new”.

But there is room for

ign
india and Pakistan are also
expected to meet In

Washington by the end of this
month

Eut' it remains an open

Zambians Give their New Ministers a Hard Time

Fred Chela writes from Lusaka

Less than three months after his stunning defeat at the polls Kenneth Kaunda is resigning
as leader of the United National Independence Party (UNIP) of Zambia, which he led for 31
years. Meantime, people are marking the rebirth of democracy by watching every action of
their new government. Gemini News Service reports on ministers in the firing line.

LTHOUGH Frederick
A Chiluba has been Pres-

ident less than three
months the Zambian public is

scrutinising his gover-
nment's performance with an
eagle eye. Every step is being
watched with alacrity.

In the new-born democracy
that has followed the election
defeat of Kenneth Kaunda the
people are ready to criticise
every shortcoming. Already
there has been widespread
consternation in the civil ser-
vice at delays in appointing
new permanent secretanes Lo
the ministries.

Chief energy économist to

the government Romans
Sampa complained: "People
are simply not working

because there are no decision-
makers and nobody wants o
deal with people who can't
give you an answer when you
want it."

Controversial Local Gover-
nment and Housing Minister
Michael Sata is under attack
for demolishing 200 houses in
the Kanyama shanty township.
Lusaka city council officials
demolished what they called
illegal structures erected in an
arca zoned for industrial
development.

Sata got the blame because
during his election cam
he pledged o demolish all
illegal structures once voted
into office. The cry has gone
up: "Sata should resign on
moral grounds or be sacked by
Chiluba "

Minister of Transport and

IFTY years after Japan-

ese warplanes bombed

Pearl Harbor. much of
Asia looks like Tokyo had won
the war. Actually, the Japanesc
did better — they won the
peace.,

The streets of k, the
scene of Asia's worst daily traf-
fic mess, are packed with
fleets of Toyotas, Hondas.
Nissans, Mazdas. Suzukis and
Daihatsus.

In Singapore, Japanese
construction firms built many
of the buildings and civil works
that form the glistening sky-
line of the prosperous city-
state, home to about 20,000
Japanese expatriates.

In_Kuala Lumpur. bands of
Japanese schoolchildren
strolling the streets on their
way to Japanese schools are a
daily sight.

Their fathers often play at
Japanese-bulilt golf courses in
::Jd around the Malaysian capi-

Not all the signs of Japan's
overwhelming economic pres-
ence in region speak of
progress.

The denuded hills of the
Philippine countryside are a
stark symbol of Japan's enor-

Communications Andrew Kas:
hita got similar rap for ap-
pointing Peter Kaoma, a mar
keting executive, as managing
director of Zambia Airways.

Ben Mwiinga. MP for
Mazabuka and an official of the
national executive of the ruling
Movement for Multiparty
Democracy (MMD), said: “The
MMD government was elected
on the ticket of accountability
and if we can't honour this
pledge. we should resign or
the President fires those
guilty.

MMD backbencher Ntondu
Chindoloma charged: "Mini-
sters and any other leaders
must have the morality 1o
resign on their own as soon as
their misdeeds are exposed
and not wait to be fired "

Fumed former Zambia
Airwaysy boss Luke Mhowe:
“The Minister pressurised me
to reign. Two drug traflickers
— alir hoslesses — were reins-
tated on Kashita's instruc-
tions.”

But Kashita's deputy Gilbert
Mululu countered: "The two
ladies have not been reinstated
and what Mr Kashita safd in a
letter to Mr Mbewe was simply
that there was no evidence to

justify the air hostesses re

moval, They should have been
prosecuted because the gov-

ernmient does not condune
drug trafficking nor its abuse.”
Commerce and Industry

Minister Ronald Penza stands
accused for appointing his
brother-in- law Stanlus Kasuba
AS ma director of the
state owned Consumer Buying

Corporation of Zambia (ZCBC).
Penza said.

Il my brother-in-law 1s
qualtfied why shouldn't | ap-
point him? Even the late US
President John F. Kennedy ap-

inted his brother Robert as
ederal attorney because he
merited 11"

Penza's remarks brought
harsh reaction from chairman
ol the Law Association of
Zambia (LAZ), Willaa Mung
‘'omba: "Why should a minister

involve himsell In the appo-
intment ol a shopkeeper?”

So soon alter taking oflice
the public have detected In the
government what they call
"grave symptoms” that if left
unchecked could prove disas-
trous. Some people have asked
whether collective cabinet
responsibility has ever existed
or been practised.

Dr Guy Scott, one of the
most widely respected MMD
ministers, also got bruised. He
was heavily censured in par-
liament for appointing an un-
named election agent as a per-

A Second Japanese Conquest

mous appetite for natural re-
sources. Ja sS¢ environmen-
talist Youichi Kuroda says 70

per cent of the timber logged
in the Philippines went to
Japan.

Kuroda argues that Japan
ought to compensate for the
damage caused by the destruc-
tion of tropical rainforests in
the Philippines and Malaysia.

Japan's postwar economic
conquest of Asia is a kinder,
gentler version of the Greater
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere
that Tokyo tried vainly to im-
pose by force. But the degree
of influence it gives Japan is
perhaps no less thorough.

Japan is the region's biggest
foreign investor, largest source
of development aid and the
dynamo that powers the re-
gion's burgeoning trade.

Japanese direct investment
in nine key East-Asia countries
(Indonesia. Hong Kong.
Singapore, South Korea,.
Thailand, Malaysia, China,
Taiwan and the Philippines)
increased 10 times from 1975
to 1989 — from about four bil-

Japan’s overwhelming economic presence is
making its war victims seem willing to ac-
cept its growing political and military influ-
ence in the region. Ramon Isberto of IPS re-

ports from Manila.

lion dollars to US840 billion

While US and European in-
vestments in the region are on
low gear. Japanese invest-
ments are expected to keep
growing at a blistering pace
through the 1990s.

Japanese industry, finance
and technology have helped lift
a region that only four decades
ago seemed doomed to wallow
in poventy.

After rebuilding ftsell up in
the immediate post-war pe-
riod, Japan fuelled the growth
of East Asia's four tiger
ceconomies in the 1960s and
1970's.

In the 1980's and 1990's,
Japan has powered the rise of
the next generation of new in-
dustrialising countries [NIC's)

— Thailand, Malaysia and
Indonesia

All of Japan's economic
partners in the region are,

however, keenly aware that the
partnership is quite unequal.

Taiwan and South Korea,
both economic powerhouses in
their own right. have huge
trade deficits with Japan.
Taiwan's shortfall for example
hit US$7.7 billion in 1990 and
may be hitting nine billlon
dollars in 1991.

Both countries are strug-
gling to cut down their trade
deficits with Japan. In the case
of Seoul, about 70 per cent of
its deficit stems from vitally
neecded industrial machinery

iImports.
The imbalances have gotten

worse. With Japan shaken by a
spate of financial scandals,
Tokyo is trying to rev up the
economy through increased
exporis.

But, anxous to avoid further
antagonising the West, Japan is
turning East. building up huge
surpluses with its Asian trad-
ing partners,

In the first three quarters
of this year, Japan's trade sur-
plus with the four Asian NIC's
— Taiwan, South Korea, Hong
Kong and Singapore — was
bigger than its surplus with
the United States.

While Japanese investments
have helped recipient coun-
tries pursue their dreams of
hi-tech industrialisation, much
of the funds have gone into
old-fashioned, colonial-type
extractive industries.

As late as 1988, nearly 70
per cent of the roughly US8$10
billion dollars that Japan has
invested in Indonesia was
poured into extractive indus-
tries.

Japan's neighbours
have reason to fear the clout of

sonnel manager in the state-
run Lima Bank Scott is stand-
ing irm.

The latest to be publicly
rebuked is Minister of Works
and Supply Ephraim Chibwe.
He is accused of award
himself a contract worth
millton to rehabilitate the
plundered State House.

Chibwe, stioned about a
trip to South Alfrica. said: "My
trip was intended to look for
contractors o come and reha-
bilitate roads and other infras-
tructure in the country ™

He sald the government
needed 100 millon kwacha to
refurbish and renovate housing
for wop government officials.

Information Minister Stan
Kriswfor got the worst rebuke
from the people and the
Muslim country in particular
for banning an Islamic radio
programme and clips of exotic
dances by Paris-based Zairean
cabaret artist Tshala Muana on
Television Zambia. When peo-
ple called on him 1o resign he
lifted the ban

People are venting their

r on government officials

democracy seems to be
working. Chiluba has said:
"Covernment ministers found
wanting will be dismissed. The
scourge of corruption and
bribery has been rampant, but
| don't want to see it nor wit-
ness it in my administration.”

FRED CHELA (s a freelance
Jouwrnalist recently retired as
syndication edutor of The
Zambia News Agency [(ZANA).

the world's second largest
economy. But they also admire
Asia's economic glant.

Though their people suf-
fered under the harsh rule of
Japanese occupation forces
during World War II, the lead-
ers of Singapore and Malaysia
openly admire not only Japan's
economic strength, but also its
cultural values.

Singaporedan Prime Minister
Goh C Tong sees Japan as a
mode] for assimilating the best
of Western technology' while
retaining its cultural identity.
Malaysian Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Mahathir
Mohamad's Look East policy
acknowledges Japan's eco-
nomic leadership in the re-
glon.

Japan's economic impor-
tance has made {ts
political and mili role in
the region more table to
its war victims.

Asked about the possible
resurgence of Ja mili-
tarism, Philippine President
Corazon Aquino complete -
nored the query urTP ::rpn?ﬂi:d
her government's appreciation
for Tokyo's aid, which ac-
counts for 40 per cent of the
country's total aid,
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tions are entirely free from some misunderstand-
ings. The visit of the Crown Prince is not de-

signed to look into these areas. However, as the
personal representative of King Bhumibol, a great
monarch of our time, the Prince will have enough
opportunity to know at first hand the problems
and prospects facing this country. On the other
hand, it is to be noted that the Prince's entourage
includes the country's Deputy Prime Minister
Meechali Ruchupan and. of course, the Thai
Ambassador to Bangladesh, Vichai Vannasin. We
assume, with the presence of these two high
officials, the talks will touch on some substantive
iIssues. Let us hope that the Bangladesh side will
impress upon the Thai Deputy Prime Minister
the need of this country to generate investment
- from Thailand as well as to raise the level of its
exports to Bangkuk. In both these areas, the pos-
sibilities are attractive. At the same time, the two
sides should also carefully review the progress
made in the implementation of various agree-
ments existing between Bangkok and Dhaka.

The itinerary of the Crown Prince will, we
hope, cover visits to such areas as Paharpur and
Mainamati which reflect the country's Buddhist
heritage, a heritage we, in Bangladesh, are proud
of. We wish the Crown Prince a pleasant stay in

our courntry.

Letters for publication

address. :
Felicitations

Sir, It {s heartening to see
that The Daily Star has suc-
cessfully completed its first
year as an ind dent of

 independent daily

As it enters it second year
of publication, my heartiest fe-
licitations goes to you and to
the other members of your es-

teemed npewspaper whose

E:n:tnking joint endeavour

brought the newspaper to

its present position of one of

the leading English datly of the
country,

I hope your newspaper will

' continue to play the pivoltal

, in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s Yeal name, signature and

role in upholding objective
views and news.
With my best regards.

I1

Sir, We offer congratula-
tions and wishes of Happy
Birthday to The Daily Star.
Many returns to the already
strong and mature baby.

From the Director of the WFP

Country Office
and his colleagues

111

Sir, | am a regular sub-
scriber of your esteemed inde-
pendent daily and very pleased
to read the first anniversary
supplement of one year of pub-
lication.

I have no doubt in mind
that under your able guidance
and experiences of more than
three-decade-long working in
foreign newspapers and media
in Asia The Dally Star will
achieve a greater success in
the days to come.

Heartiest felicitations and
scasonal greetings and a very
happy and successful New Year
to your goodsell and all The
Daily Star officials and staffl.

With kindest regards,

K K Das
GEC Bangladesh Lid

THANK YOU

Due to reasons of space, we
have not been able to publish
all the messages recelved by us

congratulating The Daily Star
on its first anniversary. We are
touched by the kind words and
goodwishes conveyed i(n these
messages. | look forward to
replying to them individually
in due course. Meanwhile, on
behalf of all of us in The Dally
Star as well as in the
Mediaworld Lid, we offer our
thanks to all our patrons who
have written to us.

Editor

Coaching Centre

Sir, Just few years ago.the
lerm "Coaching Centre” was a
little known to our gencral
students. Only the offsprings of
affluent sections of the people

were lound rushing for coach-
ing. Bul now-a-days, it seems
that going to a "coaching cen-
tre” has become a [ashion. To
cool the mind of the "coaching
centre” going boys and girls,
the afflluent community took
this opportunity.

Today Lhere are so many
‘coaching centres” sprawling
all over Dhaka alone. This indi-
cates rapid decrease of the
leaching standard in our
schools and colleges on one
hand and turning this noble
profession into something
commercial.

These centres in most
cases fixed their own [fee
which is between Tk 600 and
Tk 1000 for each s This
un-healthy competition of high
[ees among the “centres” com-
pelled the middle and low
class o keep Lheir wards away
[rom “coaching centres” iIn-

. spite ol their desire to have a

scal in them . | like to request
concerned authorities to for-
mulate new laws and ﬂ.or this
un-healthy competition of high
charge among the coaching
centres,

Md. Reyaxuddin

Mohammadpur,
Dhaka.

Launchghat needed

Sir, In ter Sylhet one
hunchghlﬁ li?la’.rl.lttd at
Sherpur, on one side of the
river. Absence of another
launchghat on the other side
remains a matter of great
hardship and m for the

rs coming from
the hlhy upper side of the
bridge. Desperate pas
may even die in their bid dur-
ll:g the rainy season. So one
unchghat ts essential at
the other -H::Fﬂt river for
the safety and conventence of

the passengers.

If the present authorit
after examining the .fomud
facts setup a at the
other side of the river as early
as possibly, the entire com-

munity of passengers would be
relieved of their agonies.

Dabtrul Islam Chowdhury
PO Kadirgary.
Greater-Sylhet.



