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Foreign Minister AFM
Mostafizur Rahman
discusses all problems
and issues facing the
extérnal relations of
Bangladesh arid the

isation of the

foreign office in a con-

versation with
The Daily Star
Don’t miss it!
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US army engineers
due Friday

A team of 25 United Stales
Army engineers arrives Dhaka
on Friday to assist Bangladesh
Army engineers in the con-
struction of three school
buildings cum cyclone centres
in Chittagong. reports UNB.

7 projects worth
Tk 420 cr okayed

The executive committee of
the National Economic Council
(ECNEC) Wednesday in Dhaka
approved seven projects in
volving an outlay of 420.98
crore with a foreign exchange
component of Taka 151.5]
crore. The approval was given
at an ECNEC meeting under
the chairmanship of Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman at
secretariat cabinet room here,
reports BSS.

BCS officers
threaten strike

Bangladesh Civil Service
(Economic) Officers Associa-

tion has threatened to go for a -

work-stoppage programme
from February 5 if their 14-
point demands are not met by
then. In a press release today
it said that a memorandum to
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Four killed in Union
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rms in poll areas

Four . including a
boy have been killed in Union
Parishad election viclence in
the country since Tuesday

L irts UNB.
ﬁ‘i'ln r;:::l-ingdl. a Union
Parishad member candidate's
minor son has been slaugh-

tered to restrain him
from the electioneering race.
Police recovered

the body of Asaduzzsaman Babu
(7) near the canteen of the
Judge Court building. His
throat was shit.

Babu had been missing
since Tuesday night.

His father Ashrafl Ali is con-
testing the ensuing election 1o
Ghorashal Union Parishad in

Palash
members suspected
that Ashraf's rivals might have
been involved in the killing of
his son to foil poll :
In Chit ng unknown
miscreants two support-
ers of a chairman ca ate
contesting ensuing election to
the Daulatdia Unfon Parishad
in Fatikchhari
Selimuddin (28) and
Jahangir Alam (30), both back-

ing Mohammad Dabirul Islam

in the ensuing polls, were kid-
napped Tue evening from
an eclectionecering camp atl
Nazirhat Bazar.

At 10 am yesterday police
recovered the of Seltm ly-
ing near Mo Mandir in
the neighbouring Hathazari
upazila.

Later at about 4 pm, police
also recovered the body of
Alam from Mandakini
canal in the same upazila.
Police said they were killed
after overnight torture by ri-
vals.
Jamaat-e-Islami Central
Secretary Maulana
Shamsuddin Ahmed claimed
that both the victims were his
party workers.
In a statement. he blamed
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League activists for the

killings.

Namaz-c-janaza for them
will be held today at the
Laldighi Maidan.

In Brahmanbaria, one per-
son was killed and his two
brothers were injured in a
clash between the supporters

this effect was handed over to |

the Planning Minister on Jan-

uary 14 (Tuesday) urging him |

to meet the demands by the
set deadline, reports UNB.

RU employees
demonstrate

RAJSHAHI. Jan 15
administrative function of Ra-
jshahi University was dis-
rupted today as workers of 12
dining halls of the university

demonstrations on the

campus. reports UNB.
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' Mostafiz hopeful about peaceful

solution -

Flag meet

The government is hopeful
about a peaceful solution to the
problem with Myanmar arising
out of latter's military attack
on a Bangladesh border out-
post last month, Foreign
Minister Mustafizur Rahman

:‘n'rld the Jatlya Sangsad yester-

The Foreign Ministers
statement in the House came
in the wake of the Opposition
demand for discussion on

h-Myanamar border
tension and influx of Muslim
refugees into the country.

In his length statement, the
Foreign Minister said that his
Myanmar counterpart is ex-
pected to visit Bangladesh in
the first week of the next
month.

The Myanmar government,
the Foreign Minister informed
the House, had meanwhile
agreed to hold the third flag
meeting somewhere iIn
Myanamar on January 28. The
first and second flag meetings
were held on December 31,
1991, and January 4, 1992, In

By Staff Correspondent

Myanmar and Bangladesh re-
spectively.

The Foreign Minister said
the Myanmar side in the next
meeting would be led by the
chiel of the border security
forces of the Rakhaine
province . He is aldo the
provincial Police Commyissi-
onetr of Rakhaine, hesaid!

The Foreign Minister, how-
ever, said that the border
problem with Myanmar was
not new. The similar problem
with Myanmar had surfaced in
1978 and it was resolved
peacefully through mutual dis-
cussions, he said.

He urged all quarters, in-
cluding the opposition political

parties and the people work-

ing in the print media, to re-
strain from provocation. The
most important thing to do
now was lo exercise patience
in order to solve the problem
peacefully, he said.

The opposition members,
including Tofael Ahmed and
Abu Hasan Chowdhury of the
Awami League and Rashed

with Myanmar Jan 28

Khan Menon of Workers' P.I'“E
uiged the Speaker to allow
parliament members gencral
discussion on the issuc as well
as on the foreign policy of the
government.

UNB adds : The Foreign
Minister declared in unequivo-
cal that the dcc;ﬁ
ern
the last drop of blood in pro-
tecting territorial integrity and
national sovereignty.

He dismissed the Opposi-
tion charge and said the policy
of peaceful coexistence pur-
sued by the government
cannot be termed as a sub-
servient foreign policy. Peace-
ful coexistence — friendship
with all and malice to none —
is the principled foreign policy
of Bangladesh since indepen-
dence, he said. ’

in his written statement,
the Foreign Minister touched
upon the influx of Muslim
refugees from Myanmar, est-
mated at more than 50,000,
who have taken shelter in

See Page 12 Col 8

16,650 loan_eés seek interest rebate :

A total of 16,650 borrowers
with overdue loans have ap-
plied to their respective banks
to avail of the interest rate
remission within. the

December 31, 1991 deadline

announced by the government

earlier.

State Minister for Finance
Mujibor Rahman told The Daily
Star on Wednesday that the

plicants together owe a total
of Taka 327.47 crore in over-

due loans to eight nationalised »

commercial banks and devel-

opment financing institutions
(DF1s).

» The applicants have de-

By S Y Bakht

posited a total of Taka 10.55
crore as down-payment to
qualify for the interest rebate,
he added.

Mujibur Rahman said the
respective boards of directors
of eight nationalised banks
and the DFls will now examine
the applications and decide on
the terms of repayment and
interest rebates. as per their
matrices.

The eight nationalised
banks and DFls are — Sonali
Bank, Janata Bank. Rupali
Bank, Agrani Bank, esh
Shilpa Bank. Krishi Bank,
Bangladesh Shilpa Rin

Sangstha and the Investment
Corporation of Bangladesh.

Earlier, the Stale Minister
informed the Parliament on
Tuesday last that the time for
repayment of overdue loans
without interest would not be
extended.

Replying to a call notice, he
said development of the coun-
try was not possible without
the realisation of the overdue
loans. estimated at Taka 1,250
crore.

In some cases the appli-
cants would be eligible for
even hundred per cent waiver
of penalty Interests.

nt of BNP wiil’ ﬁghll 1

separate pay-scale.

Thai Crown Prince
arrives today
By Staff Correspondent

The Crown Prince of
Thatland Maha Vajiralongkorn
arrives Dhaka this afternoon on
a six-day state visit to

A 19-gun salute will wel-
come the Thai Crown Prince
who will be received by
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at the Zia International

This will be the first visit of
Maha Vajiralongkorn. heir (o
the Thai throne, to

h. The Crown Prince
represents King Bhpmibol and
goes on state visits under his
directions. The King of
Thailand visited the then East
Pakistan in 1962. \

The Crown Prince will lay a
wreath at the National
Mausoleum at Savar Friday
morning. During his stay in

sh, the Crown Prince
will visit ur monastery
in Rajshshi, an archaecological
site at Mahasthangarh in
Bogra. Kamalapur Buddhist
temple in Dhaka. the Export
Processing Zone (EPZ) and the
Air Force base in Chittagong.
The Crewn Prince's pro-

also includes a meet-
ing with the Thali community
here.

The Crown Prince. will be
acco fed by a 20-member
entourage which includes Thai
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By Staff Correspondent

Aboul four laukh cases are
now pending in the ehvil courts
of the counltry.

This was stated by the Law
Minister Mirza Golam Hallz
while replying to a supplemen-
tary question in the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parlilament)
W _

The Minister told apother
guiestioner ' that the govern-
ment was appointing new
Judges in the Civil Courts to
scttle the pending cases

Answering to a similar
question. the Minister wid the
House that a total of 681 cases
were lying in the Appeliate
Division of the Supreme Court.
Six hundred were civil and 81
criminal cases, he added.

The government is actively
considering disposing of the

| cases against undertrial pris-
. oners in different jails of the

country as quickly as possible.
the Law Minister told a ques-
tioner.

He said that steps had been
taken to increase the number
of eriminal courts and separate
the executive from the judi-

During the question-answer
., the Law Minister also,
said that the government had
decided to shift the upazila
Assistant Judge Courts to the
district headquarters gradually.

He told the House that the
shifting of 75 such courts were
complete and that the rest of
the upazila courts would soon
be shifted.

The government progul-
gated an ordinance this month
providing a time-limit for the
disposal of criminal cases. the
Law Minister told the House
adding that according to the
provision the accused would be
freed and their cases would be
suspended on expiry of the
given period. He, however,
said that there were also pro-
visions to revive the cases.

Besides, the Law Minister
sald, there was a provision (o
end hearings In eivil cases
within 120 days of the [irsi
hearing.

BSS adds: Answering a

stion from Shahjahan Khan
?K Madaripur) Mirza Hafiz
said there wus provision for
appoiniment of murriage regis
trars f»n Musitm marriages and
divorces. He sald there werg
3,600 permanent and tempo-
rary marriage registrars in the
country.

No revenue was collected
from the marriage registrars in
1990-91. he said.

Replying to a question from

Mirza Haliz said the Home
Ministry had been approached
to place armed police guards
at District Judges Courts and
their residences to ensure se-
curity. There was however, no
plan for taking any such secu-
rity measures for the judicial
officials of the upazila courts as

: . s ATAMA
SIEGE WITHIN : Employees of Bangladesh Biman laid a siege to the headquarter= at Motijhee! yesterday
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Employees lay
siege to Biman

headquarters

By Staff Correspondent

The employees of
Bangiadesh Himan had been
laying a siege 1o the Biman
headquerters at Motijheel
since Wednesday alternocon
confining the top management
officials till the writing of this
re at midmight.
™~ said they
were demanding the imple-
mentation of a separate pay
scale for Biman personnel as
recommended by a committiee
constituted by the rnment
The siege was organised by

. Bangladesh Biman Sramik
. Union, the CBA. with support
M Abu Bakr |[Jamaat-Natore),

such courts were being grad- |
. all the exits from the buflding

ually shifted to district head-
quarters, he said.

Indemnity Bill
report : JS gives
two more weeks

Jatlya Sangsad (Parlament)
yesterday (Wednesday) granted
another two weeks' time to the
Special Parliamentary Commi-
ttee to finalise its report on
the
(Repami) Bill,
UNB.

The Spcaker granted the
extension of time sought by
Opposition chiefl Whip
Mohammad Nasim who moved
the bill secking removal of le-
gal bar for holding trial of the
killers of Bangabandhu Shetkh
Mujibur Rahman.

1991, reports

Flesh trade flourish

il

Rohingya women nLd :di'nn rescued

[ F v

by BDR personnel near

Satkhira border.

B,

—Photo Munir from Khulna

P

Trafficking in women, de-
spite vigilance by members of
the law enforcing agencies and
border guards, continues un-
abated with most of the unfor-
tunate women being sold to
the flesh market abroad.

Investigations reveal hun-
dreds of women including mi-
nors are taken out of the coun-
try every month. The law en-
forcing agencies, In most

cases, fail to intercept these
traffickers and in some cases,
it has been alleged, collaborate
with them.

Of late, a new dimension
has been added to the problem
with the influx of Rohingyas
into Bangladesh.

The trade, as old as the
civilization, was detected in

h way back in 1975.
The dimension of the problem
was small at that time.

Until recently the traffick-
ers followed two routes, one
originating in Cox's Bazar and
the other in Dhaka. to run the
trade and take women out of

es giving lie to

security dragnet

By Mahfuz Ullah

the country. In both cases the
destination s Karachi of
Pakistan with stopovers in
India.

The traflickers who begin

the journcy from Cox's Bazar

Chittagong first and then
move to Dinajpur. From
Dinajpur they cross over to
Balurghat in India. From
Balurghat they go td Orangl. a
satellite town in Karachi via
Shahrampur, a place in
Rajasthan of India.

Others, starting from Dhaka
reach Dinajpur border via
Sayedpur. After crossing the
border they take sheiter in
Balurghat and from there
reach Orangl in Pakistan.

In both cases, some of the
women are sold to traders in
Balurghat who take them 1o
brothels in Calcutta, Bombay,
Delhi and Kathmandu. The
lucky ones are rescued by
Indian police but languish in
jails without any course open
for a journey baick home.

hn,tlrding to a survey done

by one of the voluntary agen-
cies working {n Dinajpur, a to-
tal of 421 women and 213
children were taken out of
country from 19756 to 1991
through two points of Dinajpur
border, Biral and Ranishang-
kail, Of them only 29 persons
— 18 women and 11 children
— were rescued by members of
the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
from the same points.

of other unions.

When contacted, a leader of
Sramik Union said that several
rounds of talks had been held
between the CBA representa-
tives and the management
side, but, there had been no
positive outcome. However,
negotiations are continuing,
they said.

The agitating employees put
under lock and key at around 4

m yesterday.
£ "I?:l’l. correspondent who

. visited the Biman office at

midnight found large contin-
gent of police deployed around
the building while hundreds of

' employees were chanting slo-

Indemnity A Ordinance |

As the Rohingya influx con- |

tinues, the traffickers have
opened a new route via Khulna.

Our Khulna Correspondent
reports, the Rohingya women
arc lured by the traders
promising better living
abroad.

A group of five Rohingya
women who were recently
rescuced by BDR from Khuina
while being taken to India en
route to Pakistan disclosed to

him harrowing tales of the.

refugee camps and admitted

the life there compelled them

to opt for leaving the country,
Sce Page 12 Col 7

gans inside.

Raushan
granted
balil
By Staff Correspondent

A High Court Division Bench
Wednesday granted bail to
Begum Raushan Ershad, after
more than a year of her deten-
tion. .

However, Raushan was not
released because of post-bail
procedural problems.

. The two-member Bench

,comprising Justiee Anwarul

Huq Chowdhury and Justice
Mohammad Abdul Karim
granted her bail in two cases
after a long hearing with bonds
of Taka 6,00,000 each.

The charges against her
were the using of the red tele-
phone and an office in the
President’'s Secretariat claim-
ing herself as the first lady and
making several foreign trips
spending public money.

She was arrested December
12, 1990 with her husband
former president HM Ershad
following his stepping down
December 6 in the face of a
Miss UPSurge.

The court ordered that be-
fore her release, bail bonds
have to be furnished to the sat-
isfaction of the Deputy
Commissioner. Dhaka.

The judges also ordered
that the surrender whatever
passport she had in her pos-
session. be it international or
diplomatic, il she has not al-
ready done so or if not lost.

She would not leave the
country without the permis-
ston of the court and be re:
leased on bail if not wanted in
connection with any  other
cane.



