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UN Council members to
attend Jan 31 summit

LONDON, Jan 14: British
Prime Minister John Major
said on Monday all 15 mem-
bers of the Security Council
had agreed to attend a summit
at United Nations headquar:
ters on January 31, reports
Reuter.

Major, whose country cur-
rently holds the Security
Counctl prestdency. was speak
ing to reporters after talks
with visiting UN Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
during which they discussed
an enhanced peace-keeping
role for the world body.

said Russian leader
Boris Yeltsin was considering
stopping over in London for
talks on his way tw New York

here from Paris on his first

foreign trip as UN Chiel. said
he the summit would be

useful for prometing peace,
buman rights and democratic

government.

The New York meeting was

posed late last year by
mn:h Prestident Francois
Mitterrand to take new look at

world security. particularly

after the of the Soviet
Union.

United States President
George Bush, Mitterrand,

. Yeltsin and a senlor
Chinese official will represent
the Security Council's five
permanent members.

In a day of talks with
Boutros-Ghall, British officials
raised concerns over the civil
war in Somalia and repeated a
call for a UN conference on aid
for Iragqi Kurds and Shi'ites,

Gulf War .

Major and Boutros Ghali
were believed to have dis
cussed international disarma-
menl, particularly fears over
the future control of nuclear
weapons in the former Sovict
States.
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UN Secretary General Boutros-Ghali (R) is greeted by British Prime Minister John Major at

No. 10 Downing Street for talks which include the forthcoming UN security Council meeting
following the break-up of the Soviet Union.

—AFP photo

'Russian govt
iIncompetent’

MOSCOW, Jan 14: A top

| Russian lewmaker said Monday

the Russian government was
incompetent and should resign
as the administration headed
by President Boris Yeltsin

mounting criticism for
its handlng of market-
oriented economic reforms
reports AFP.

Rusland Khasbulatov, Presi-
dent of the Russian Pariia-
ment. told a group of visiting
italian legislators that the
current governmenlt was “not

only ineflectual but M
lified” and should step

pwn. Interfax news

ol agency

Speaking later to Chatrmen
of parllamentary committees,
Khasbulatov sharply criticised
the manner in the -
trnmt?l liberalized rﬁ:l
prices [rom January 2, saying
the move was not a reform” but
simply an increase. uncont-
rollable and chaotic.”

Third round of ME talks gets underway

The Duily Star

| Pakistan not under

infuence of
radicals : Sharif

ISLAMABAD., Jan 14 .
Pakistan Premier Nawaz Shartf
told AFP on Monday that he
regretted the cancellation of
clections in Algeria. and re-
jected suggestions that his

t is under the influ
ence of Islamic radicals

“As you are waiting. | am
also waiting anxiously to see
the results of the cancellation
of the elections ™ he said in an
interview the day before His
departure for an officials visit
to France

"I think that if elections
are, held, anything which
comes as a result of the elec
tons has to be accepted by the
country itself and also by the
outer world.” he said

Asked if Islamic fundamen-
talists represented a threat to
democracy In Algeria and
other Musiim countries. Sharif
rejected the thinking behind
the guestion.

“There is no concept of

fundamentalismm in
a

for Paksitan an Islamic
republic of 115 million people,
Shart! said his governmental
altance had “the support of re-
hgious " but was “not
under the influence of any rad-
icals or any extremists.”

On the subject of his diffi-
eult relatio with opposi-
tion leader former Prime
Mintster Benazir Bhutto, who
has claimed to be the victim of
a campaign of political -
-hnhyl-umnmt.m
sald he was willing to werk
with her

"She is most welcome. She

is leader of the opposition |

respect her and | would always
be ready to welcome her.”

Kuwaiti women fighting i

| ° | -
for voting right Israel, Syrla frustrated US tells Islamabad

KUWAIT CITY, Jan l14:
Kuwaiti women active during
the seven-month Iragi occupa-
tion are trying to secure the
right to vote and to run for
office in polling for a Natonal
Assembly scheduled for next
October, reports AFP.

The women are seeking a

in the sun in a country
that, while claiming to be “the
first democracy”™ In the Gulf
does not recognize women's
political rights.

"We want to capitalize on
the interest currently shown
for the return of democratic
life in order to push forwasd
the women's cause, "Fatma
Hussein, a women's rights
militant, told AFP.

S mgh

Hussein was the only
woman from a wide spectrum
of political figures in the
Emirate who took part in the
October 1990 Kuwaiti popular
congress in the Saudi city of
Jeddah.

The congress grouped all
strands of the Kuwaiti political
spectrum.

In a lhuxurious office where
she works as editor
of the independent daily Al
Watan. Hussein said she
believed the Emir's statement
was a pledge to give Kuwaiti
women the right to vote and
run for office.

To formalize the promise,
she said, the first clause in the

electoral law of 1962 must be
amended

Cuba to execute two in

Two members of a group arrested trying to flee

plot:
appear

likely to face a firing squad for the deaths of three
government agents during the escape attempt. a news
report said Monday . reports AP from Mexico City .

In a separate case, human rights groups and political fig-
ures appealed to Cuba not to out a death sentence im-
posed Saturday on three other men convicted of landing ille-
gally on the island intent on sabotage..

Cuban Defence Minister Raul Castro said at the funerals of
the three slain Interior Ministry agents that “he who lves
by the iron dies by the fron” the Mexican government news
agency Notimex reported from Havana.

41 Prisoners flee Brazil jail : o,
of 4] prisoners broke a hole in the brick wall of their cell
at an overcrowded Sao Paulo Jail and escaped overnight, a
police spokesman said on Monday. reports Reuter from

Police launched a manhunt around the city, said Ailton
Fetrreira, chiefl investigator at the 11th district police head-
quarters where the jailbreak took place Sunday night.

Fetrreira said he did
used to break through the wall without being detected.

Shamir wins vote of confidence:

Prime Minister Yitzham Shamir's government easily won a
vole of confidence in the Israeli parliament on Monday,
reports Reuter from Jerusalem
The right-wing coalition was backed 62-51 in the 120-
:::H H'.msl set against four motions brought by leftist opposition
S In protest against rising poverty in the Jewish state
Israel Radio said. =pi
As parliament voted, Middle East peace talks resumed in
Washington between Israel . Palestinians, Jordan, Syria and

Lebanon.

Proposal to put Soviet CP on trial:
The Russian parlament committee investigating the August
19 coup attempt on Monday proposed putting the former
Soviet Communist Party on tral for “crimes against
humanity,” reports AFP from Moscow .

"We propose a trial against the Soviet Communist Party
for genocide and crimes against humanity.” Committee
Chnitrman Lev Ponomarev, a former dissident, told parlia-
meeni.

The proposal. he said. was motivated by collusion be-
tween the communist party and the former Soviet political

police, particularly the KGB.

[ ] L]
Nawaz Sharif leaves for Paris :
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif left Islambad Tuesday for Paris
for an official visit during which he is expected to stress bi-
lateral cooperation. especially in the area of defence; officials

Sharif is going at the invitation of French President
Francois Mitterrand. who visited Pakistan two years ago. and
will stay untll Sunday.

Sharif told AFP Monday that his country was interested in
purchasing about 40 mirage 2000 jets, as well as other arms
Sharif said Monday that France and Pakistan had reached
an "agreement in principle” regarding a financial dispute that
strained bilateral ties for more than a decade.

Paris agreed to pay 600 million franc about 118 million
dollar to Islamabad as compensation for having unilaterally
pulled out of a nuclear deal in 1978.

not know what tools the prisoners

Lebanon, PLO
restore ties

BEIRUT, Jan 14 : Lebanon
and the Palestine Liberation
Organization re-established
ties Monday following a 10-
year break after President
Elias Hrawi met with senfor
PLO official Shafiq Al-Hout, the
National Information Agency
(ANI) said, reports AFP.

Hout, a member of the
PLO’s executive committee. is
director of the organization's
Betrut office, which has been
closed since the Israeli inva-

sion of Lebanon in 1982,

"Mr Hrawi promised to
particular attention to this
matter and we agreed to meet
:ﬁn to discuss it further,” he

WASHINGTON., Jan 14
Israeli and Syrian negotiators
Monday expressed [rustration
following their first meeting at
the State Department as the
third round of bilateral Middle
East peace talks got underway,
reports AFP,

The two delegations are to
meet again early Tuesday at
the State Department to re-
sume their discussions, said
Moualffak Allal, the chief of the
Syrian delegation.

The heads of the Israeli.
Jordanian and Palestinian del-
cgations are to begin their
talks Tuesday afternoon.

Allaf complained that the
substance of the peace talks
had not been discussed, accus-
ing the Israelis of anly being
interested in where the next
discussions would be held.

Describing the Syrians as
“"_gre:tly disappointed.” Allaf

said the meeting had been “an
exercise in futility in which
the Isracli side referred again
and again to the gquestion of
venuae,

Yossef Ben Aharon, who
heads the Israeli delegation's
talks with the Syrians, said
"there was a growing degree of
frustration” among the Israclis

"Syria denies the legitimacy
and existence of Israel he said.
observing that the only issue
that Syria wants o address its
demand that Israel withdraw
from the Golan Heights.

PLO-Israel talks

Another report says: Isracli
and Plestintan negotiators
held their first formal session
Monday after breaking a pro-
cedural deadlock that had par
alyzed their meetings at the
last round of the Middle East
peace conference,

The twohour session was
taken up mainly by “opening
remarks” and discussion of an
agenda, Isracli delegation chief
Eliakim Rubinstein said

"We hope to continue this
process lomorrow allernoon.”
Rubinstein said

The head of the Palestinian
team. Haldar Abdel Shafl, said
he had submitied to the
israclis a draft agenda for the
talks between the two sides.

Isracl proposed an agenda
dealing with these discussions
and with lsracli-Jordantan is-
sues. But the Palestinians want
"an agenda specifically for the
Palestindan -lsracll track.” Shafi
sadd .

The Palestinians, who came
to the conference as part of a
joint delegation with Jordan,
had insisted on discussing sel-

frule in the Israeli-occupted
territories alone with the

Isracli team. Jordan also
wanlied separate talks with
Israel.

But [srael resisted talking
separately with the
Palestintans for fear that such a
meeting would give momen-
tum to the Palestinian drive for
an independent state.

The three parties Monday
finally anmounced a two-track
approach in which Isracli ne-

gotiators will meet separately
with Palestinians and

Hanan Ashrawi told a press
conference that “it's a break:
through for us that israchs and
Palestindans are at the same
table as equals.

Tokyo report adds: An in
fluential Palestinian leader

Tuesday asked Ja o pres-
sure lsrael the US

'‘Nine Third World Nations may
possess N-missiles by 2000’

BONN. Jan 14 :U.S Defence
Secretary Dick Cheney said on
as many as Nine Third

World Nations, some hostile to
the West, could

as a resuilt of the break-up of
the Soviet Union. reports
Reuter.

Cheney told reporters afier
meeting German Chancellor
Helmut Khol that the United
States would now take into ac-
count, when planning for mili-
tary contingencies, that there

SCSS MU .

cledr missiles by He'year 2000 -

might be more nations in the
luture with nuclear arms than
today.

"Over the coursg of the next
scveral years we sce per-
hdps 15 or 20° ping na-
tions acquire Ballistic mis-
siles.” he said. "Some of them
already have them.”

"By our estimates as many
as half of those nations with
Ballistic missiles may in fact
posses nuclear weapons by the
end of the century, some eight
or nine nations,"Chenecy said.
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A Croatian soldier is carrying his son while waiting for
the train taking him back to the frontline near Osijek, after
the Christmas holidays with his family.

Strategic

'saying the world must

The United States would seek
to stop such transfers from
happening, but the possibility
was thére.

He said the break-up of the
Soviet Unfon had enhanced
risks of the proliferation of nu-
clear arms and other weapons
of mass destruction to
developing nations.

Scud Ballistic missiles fired
by Iraqi Leader Saddam
Hussein's troops during the
Gulf War had also highlighted
the problem. he added.

"There are unscrupulous
operators in the world who
would love to get their hands
on some of the military capa-
bilities that the Soviets have
developed in the past.”
Cheney. flanked by German
Defence Minister Gerhard
Stoltengerb. told a news con-
ference.

“There is no doubt in my
mind that there are govern-
ments that are uafriendly to
the United States and
Germany and other Western
democracies who would like to
acquire some of that capabil-
fty.”

But he said he was not as
concerned about actual
weapons transfers as about the
possibility of former Sowviet
nuclear exports transferring
their knowledge to such states.

He said risks under-
lined the need to develop the
Defence Initiative
(SDI)— " the ability to deploy

defences against Ballistic mis-

siles.”

Cheney welcomed the news
that Russia and Ukraine had
agreed to share command owver
the mighty Black Sea Fleet,
seitling an emotional dispute,
but said he was more worried
about control of nuclear.:
weapons in the former com-

munist superpower.

In a statement, Kohl ex-
pressed the same conecern,
prevent
the proliferation of nuclear and

chemical weapons after the

— AFP photo | collapse of the Soviet Union.

Indo-UK accord
on dealing

terrorists soon

NEW DELHI, Jan 14: India
and Britain are likely o initial
a pact on the confiscation of
assets of terrorists and drug
runners during the visit of
British Foreign Secretary
Douglas Hurd, a senior Indian
diplomat said today. reports
AFP

'I"ht reciprocal ment,
if signed. would be the first of
its kind, India's High

Commissioner to Britain L M
Singhvi was quoted by the
Press Trust of India (PT1) as
saying

Hurd is to arrive here
Wednesday for a four-day visit.

Occah first
woman Speaker
of Trinidad

PORT OF SPAIN. Trinidad,
Jan 14: A British -trained
lawyer on Monday became the’
first woman Speaker of
Trinidad and Tobago's lower

house of parliament. reports
Reuter. .

Occah Seapaul. 52 ook the

oath of office in the Red
House, the arliament
building damaged gy gunfire in

a July 1990 coup attempt by
black Muslim extremists. She

is the sister of new Foreign
Minister Ralph Maraj.

35 Hindu pilgrims
killed in bus fire

NEW DELHI, Jan 14: At
least 35 Hindu pilgrim were
killed Tuesday when their bus
caught fire near the west
Indian city of Bhavnagar, Press
Trust of India news agency
reported, reports AP,

Thirty-one of the victims

were women going to the
Somnath temple in Gujarat
state.
The bus caught fire from
leaking fuel after hitting a
roadside milestone about 900
kilometers (668 miles)
southwest of New Delhi.

to destroy N-arms

WASHINGTON. Jan
Washington believea Pakistan
has key components for two
nuclear weapons and has uer
Islamabad to destroy them if
wants US financial aid to re-
sume, the Washingion Post
said today. reporta AFP

Unidentified Pakistani and
US officials told the daily that
the issue was brought up dur
ing high level meetings here

last week with visiting
Pakistand army chiefl General
Asif Nawaz, but that no

progress was made
Islamabad has officially de

| nied making or wanting o

insisted that it has
with US conditions for re-
sumption of financial aid
Congress froze in late 1990,
The officials spoke with the
post shortly after US Senator
Larry Pressler., on Monday in
Islamabad., urged Pakistan to
publicly dismantle any nuclear
weapons it may have so as to
qualify for renewed US aid.
The Republican Senator
from Dakota was the chief au-
thor of legislation which led to
thes suspension of more than
500 wm dollars US aid to
Pukistan

Off the Record

Mega star Muo

BEWING: He doesn't have the glamour of some of

Hollywood's top money -ecarners. Infact. he’s not even a lie. But
Mao Tsetung, the revolutionary founder of communist China,
is once again the leading man in China's cinemas, reports
Reuter

Chinese film production companies are now preparing a
raft of block-buster epics for the 1992 season featuring the
late chairman Mao in the leading role. Shanghat's Wenhutbao
newspaper reported today

Chinese movie — goers will be able to chose from "our
leader Mao Tsetung”, "Mao Tsetung and Chiang Kai-shek in
Chongqging”, "Mao Tsetung in western Fujlan”, "Mao
in Yenan", history chose Mao Tsetung,” "Mao Tsetung
Zhou Enlat” and "Mao Tsctung in the year 1927." the newspa-
per said.

Mao will also appear in number of movies centering on
other Communist heroes including China's current paramount
lcader Deng Xiaoping, the newspaper said.

"The government gives every encouragement for these
movies, and party and national leaders often appear at the
premieres.” it said ‘

Sterilized lady stuns with a baby

LONDON: A woman who gave birth eight months after a
sterilization operation won 96,700 pound sterling (174,500 .
dollar) damages in Britain's High Court on Monday, reports
Reuter. .

Divorcee Linda Allen discovered she was pregnant three
months after the operation and had a daughter, Faye in
February 1986.

Judge Sir Henry Brooke said Allen's life had been seriously
u.l'hclcfby the baby. She had faced financial difficulties after
being forced to give up work. he said.

. Damages and costs were awarded against London's
Bloomsbury health authority, which admitted Hability.

e

Kim-Hak-Soon (R) who was a Korean "Comfort-Girl"
allegedly forced into prostitution for Japanese in World
War Il at a protest with her supporters against Japanese
Prime Minister Miyazawa's planned visit to Seoul starting

January 16. — AFP photo

Six Mexican

FIS urges army to take stand againgt new rulers

AIGIERS. Jan 14:
Fundamentalists, accusing

ria’s new rulers of treason,
called on Monday for a na-
tionwide struggle after being
robbed of victory through the
ballot box, reports Reuter.

The Islamic Salvation Front
(FIS) appealed to all Algerians,
including the army, " to take a
stand nst this giant of
power"-the newly installed
high security council.

"Faced with this serfous sit-
uation, no individual can re-
main neutral today.” the FIS
said in its first response to the
scrapping of Algeria's first
multi-party general elections
and President Chadlf

Benjedid's shock resignation.

Islamic

The statement was drawn
up at a secret meeting of the
FIS. leadership as Prime
Minister Sid Ahmed Ghozali
and mflitary strongmen tight-
ened their grip on the country
after tnncclﬁng Thursday's
second round of polling.

The FIS, which vows to
transform the North African
country ihto an Islamic state,
won 188 seats (n a first-round
landslide on December 26 and
needed just 28 more o con-
trol the 430 -member parlia-
ment for the next five years.

Tanks and troops guarded
key building in Algiers. The
city appeared (o be calm but
political sources said they ex-

pected the high security
council would take furthér
measures soon.,

A Western diplomat said : "]
don’t think this state of affairs
and uncertainty can continue.
They are going to have to do
something-probably declare a
state of emergency.”

Under a state of emergency
the constitution can be sus-
pended and political activity
frozen or parties dissolved.

There was no confirmation
of one diplomat’'s report that
some people had been de-
taince.

The FIS statement, signed
by provisional leader Abdel

Kader Hachani said the high
security council was an " ille-
gitimate gilant” that " had
unurpri_d tt:lh: people’'s choice to
" satisfy appetite of power
and the new world order.”

* The situation is very seri-
ous. It's essential to prepare
for all eventualities to save the

country, its sovereignty and its
inhabftants,” the FIS said.

AFP from Washington re-
ports: The U.S state depart-
ment said Monday it was con-
cerned about the situation in
Algeria after the electoral pro-
cess was interrupted this
weekend but satd the current
systemn remained constitu-

"We view the situation (in
Algeria) with concern,” said

state departme’nt
spokeswoman Margaret
Tutwiler.

. Algerian Prime Minister Sid
Ahmed Ghozali, backed by the
military, forced President
Chadl ic:ljtdld to resi
Satu cancelled legisla-
tive elections in which funda-
mentalists seemed on the
verge of taking control of par-
hament.

Tutwiler criticized the can-
cellation of the ¢lections as an
"interruption of the electoral
process " and sald she be-

lieved the move was unconsti-
tutional.

But she stressed that
Algeria had made “ Impressive
strides” toward democracy in
recent wears and said the
United States hoped Algeria
would find a way " to resume

progress as soon as possible.”

"We urge all parties to re
main calm and to find a
peaceful resolution in accor-
dance with the Algerian con-
stitution,” she said.

"Under the Algerian consti-
tution, right now the prime
minister and the cabinet re-
main in place and will handle
day-to-day munning of the gov-
emment”, she said -

military men
detained

MEXICO CITY, Jan 14: Six
members of the mili-
-tﬂ]'y. lnﬂludm! plm“-
have been detained and
chaired over a shootout with
the police that left seven po-
lice agents dead, the defense

| ministry said Monday, reports

AFP

who commanded the military
in the Veracruz region where
the incident oceurred. His is
char with using violence
that to homicide, disobedi-
ence and falling to fulfill his

| duties.



