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Search for New Markets

A drop in the country's export earning in the
first five months of the current fiscal year, from
July to November 1991, serves as a signal which
should be taken seriously. According to a recent

study the Metropolitan Commerce and
Industry (MCCI), the drop is estimated at approx-
imately 17 per cent —substantial but not massive

— but there is a danger that the situation may de-
teriorate further in mnur? months due to the
recession in the United States and European
countries. If the MCCIl's prediction comes true,
the cou is indeed in for serious trouble.

The tion of Bangladesh in the two-way im-
port-export trade with the outside world is a

negative one, as with so many other develo
countries. We export commodities worth of Ellng

billlon as against imports amounting to $3.7
billion in value. With the garment industry and
some non-traditional goods making a headway,
we have made some progress towards
diversification in our export trade. But other
countries, including some of our neighbours, have
entered the same [ield. We remain vulnerable in a
fast changing world.

If we are to improve on our export perfor-
mance, we have to take advantage ol some —in-
deed, several —aspects of the fast ch world.
For one thing, we have to establish contacts with
East European countries which, now committed
to market economy, may well go for imports of
consumer goods from developing countries, pro-
- vided their prices are considerably lower than

those offered by industrialised nations. The same

foel for the newly-emerging republics of the
ormer Soviet Union, the members of the
Commonwealth of Indﬁndent States, especially
the Muslim ones with which Pakistan has already
set up strong links, from air communication to
establishment of diplomatic and trade offices.
Then, there are the former Indo-China states,
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, which are in des-
need of reasonably-priced daily necessi-
. from garments and medicines to newsprint
and tea. Traders from such neighbouring coun-
tries as Singapore and Thailand have entered this
wide open [leld. leaving little room for others. So,
we are late. but, hopefully, not too late.

The Export Promotion Bureau has a role to play
in exploring these new markets. But it is the pri-
vate sector in Bangladesh. especially our cham-
bers of trade and industries, which must take up
this challenge with all seriousness. True, there
will be obstacles, like the system of payment.
Being short of hard cun-encg. our potential Earl
ners would expect credit. But this would be a
matter for negotiation. Institutions like the World
Bank, the IMF and proposed bank for Eastern
Europe should help in devising an approach that
provides nec financial assistance in support
of the new trade links. Meanwhile, our ex-
ploratory missions, both governmental and pri-
vate ones —should visit these areas and establish

contacts.

What we also need most urgently is consulta-
tion between the representatives of the private
sector and the relevant ministries of the govern-
ment. A workshop should help, but it is more im-

to set up a small think tank which should
provided with first-hand accounts of problems
and prospects in the areas just' mentioned. It will
be a long haul. However, the sooner a start is
made the better.

The Doctor's Dilemma

Africa is losing its young doctors because they
are frustrated by lack of facilities and drugs — as
. well as poor quality drugs they have to use be-
cause their countries are forced to buy cheap. So

writes Charles Rukuni in the Daily Star of

Tuesday. It reads so much like someone from
Bangladesh writing about Bangladeshi doctors.
There is much more in Rukuni's piece that fits so
well on the Bangladeshi doctor's precarious
situation. About a budding junior doctor in Africa
he says: Everytime you meet him he complains
about the frustration in the profession. He cannot
wait to finish his housemanship and emigrate.
That description is nothing if not a graphic rep-
resentation of the adeshi young doctor's im-
patience with his situation.

OHAMMED Nawaz Sh-
artf, the Pakistan Pri-
me Minister, admits
that the progress in m-nlv-::
the dispute between |
and New Delhi is “slow." He
does not pin much hope on
the efforta made at the offictal
level "Why don't you make
some formulations which
could suggest a way out?”. he
asked us. a group of senior
Indian and Pakistani jour
nalists and academics, who
met him in Lahore the other
lary

That a hot line has been
installed between him and
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
satisfles Nawaz Shartl only up
to a point. He is frank enough
o say that no worthwhile un-
derstanding between them is
"possible” withoul a settlement
on Kashmir. "Mutual trade,
economic cooperation or mere
cultural exchanges cannot last
beyond a few weeks i Kashmir
remains as it is.” he says.

Nawaz Sharif is not alone in
holding such views. This is the
dominant mood in Pakistan
You may start discussion on
any subject. it ends on
Kashmir. Even innocuous mat-
ters like the availability of
books and newspapers of one
country in the nlj':r have been
bogged down by technicalities.
The attitude is: either a set-
tlement on Kashmir or noth-
ing. Asked why Pakistan does
not import foodgrains from
India which is cheaper and
available next door., Nawaz
Sharif said: "Were we to do so.
| would incur the wrath of my

people since Kashmir is up-
permost in their minds.”
Obsession
Five years » when | was

in Pakistan last, Kashmir was
mentioned in passing; now it
is almost an ‘obsession’. Two
developments are responsible

Kashmir : Symptom or Disease

for it. One, the persistent mil
tancy in the Valley has both
surprised and Impressed
Pakistan, which recalls how its
infiltration In 1966 was folled
by the Kashmiris themselves
Two, the renewed world In
terest has made Islamabad be
lieve that the gquestion can be
reopened.

it s conceded that il there
had been no upsurge in the
Valley, Pakistan would not have
been able W interfere. “You are
A CAUusc, wWe are a cunscguence,
just as we were a cause in East
Pakistan and you were the
consequence,” many have no
hesitation In saying The cause,
s . 1s what the intel-
lectuals and journalists in India
have pointed out: on the one
hand, Farcoq Abdullah's al-
lance with the Congress
(I} demolished even the fiction
of Kashmir's autonomy and. on
the other. the large scale rig-
ging in the 1987 poll con
vinced the Kashmiris that bul
let, not the ballot box, would
get them their self-rule. A
booklet, which the protago
nists of independent Kashmir
have brought out. makes the
same point. “The majority of
the youth who have swelled
the ranks of militant groups
had finally run out of pattence
with the policy of working
with the system in the wake of
fraudulent polls in 1987 -

The general im fon in
Lahore, Islama and even
Peshawar, the three cities |
visited, is that 1t is only a mat-
ter of time when New Delhi
will be humiliated at the
hands of militants. The
Pakistan government denies
giving them any assistance,
other than political and moral.

But the public resents even
diplomatic denials because it
lavours an all-out support tw
the Kashmirts who, it believes,
are fighting not only for the
right of sell determination but
also for their Islamic identity

Unverified Stories

he militants are hailed as
freedom fighters and Indian
security forces condemned as
gun crazy Practically every
Pakistani has got conditioned
o believing that most heinous
atrocities are taking place in
Kashmir. Unverified stories
are being told and retold. It
would be far better for New

tlerment, it will be confined 1o
the Valley. keeping Jammu,
Ladakh and Giigit separate.
Even Amanullah Khan has
dropped the letter 'J'. connot
ing Jammu, from the JKLF
(Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front). the outfit he
heads. When | pointed cut this
to him at Islamabad. he did not
join issue with me. He was
confident that India would one
day quit Kashmir as the US did
from Vietnam. He admitted
that the militancy in the Valley
was not at its peak and ex-
plained 1t as a te rary
phase in any uprising Put he
drew hope from the support
he had received In the West
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Delhi to allow the Pakistani
journalists in Kashmir than let
the exaggerated or even con-
cocted accounts to circulate
When it comes to concrete
proposals an independent sta-
tus for the Valley does not
raise many eyebrows Former
bureaucrats. academics and
journalists In Pakistan argue
that if the Kashmiris want to
stay independent. their wishes
should be respected The ear
er stance that the Kashmiris
should either join India or
Pakistan and have no third
cholce has got somewhat di-
luted. Benazir Bhutw, former
Pakistan Prime Minister, con
cedes. "1 think the option is ef
ther to opt for Indla or
Pakistan but the Kashmiris
must decide what is best for
them ™ And it is taken for
granted that whatever the set

particularly the US and Great
Britain. He made no secret of
the pressure. lslamabad was
exerting on him to give up the
demand for independence and
opt for Pakistan. "But we will

have our own (independent
state, he said

Elderly Abdul Qayyum Khan.
the Azad Kashmir' prime min-
ister. sounded more realistic.
He refused to spell out the so
lution he had in mind,
although he reminded us of
the repeated promises
Jawaharlal Nehru made to
hold a plebiscite 1o decide the
future of Kashmir He pro-
posed a meeting of the elders’
to find a way out and inchuded
among them Abdul Ghand Lone,
Karan Singh and Muslim
League chief Gillani, not

the Kashmirt youth. He ru
out the possibility of the
Afghan mujahideens joining
the Kashmiri militants or
crossing into the Valley to
fight. Nonetheless, he sup-
ported the Kashmiris' right of
self-determination.

| was surprised to find sub-

stantial su rt for my
Trieste-like solution of
Kashmir, which con-

envisages
verting the present line of
control into international bor-

der, while the border
in the Valley 80 as to [acili-

tate free travel between the
two E:-u Similarly they will
be to trade with foreign
countries and set up joint
ventures in Iindust and
tourism. However, the
wanting to travel to the
Pakistani side of Kashmir will
seek a visa from Islamabad just
as the Pakistanis wanting to
travel to the Indian side of
Kashmir from New Delhi.

Nehru once said that
Kashmir was a symptom. not a
disease, and even If It were
presented to Pakistan on a
platter it could think of some
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sting out, making it possible
for the twe countries to
become friendly neighbours in
due course.
The Pakistanis

realise the futility of econ-
frontation; they also realise
how the vartous countries have
economic
benefits. New Delhi can take
advantage of this realisation
and initiate some concrete

instead of “redeployment”

o register their nee.
New Delhi should alseo

‘it is proposed to lease out the
Eru rty to the Pakistan

mbassy for use hy thetr
Consulate.” Ten years ago the
Jinnah House fell vacant but
the solemn commitment made
by India to Pakistan still re-
mains unhonoured.

An Early Poll Could Catch Moi Opposition Napping

After 28 years of one-party rule international pressure has forced President Moi to move
Kenya back to multi-partyism. Opposition parties are forming and several ministers have
resigned, complaining of economic mismanagement and alleged cover-up of the murder
of foreign minister Robert Ouko. Former vice-president Mwai Kibaki has formed the

UST days after 67-year-
J old President Danicl

arap Mol of Kenya
finally made an about-turn
and announced the Iintro-
duction of multi-party politics
the opposition coalition, Fo-
rum for the R\estoration of
Democracy (FORD) suffered an
acrimonious split,

Moi had resisted pluralism
on the grounds that it would
bring tribal chaos to a country
that has remained an oasis of
peace in a region torn by eth-
nic strife. The split seemed to
bear out presidential fears be-
cause many saw it as a tribal
divide.

One FORD leader, Martin
Shikuku, announced that he
was going to register the
coalition as a legal political
party. Others, notably former
Kenyan vice-president Oginga
Odinga and lawyer Paul Muite,
condemned Shikuku's move.

The bickering alarmed
businessmen, churchmen and
others who had been quietly
campaigning for months for
the restoration of pluralism.
Finally, their pressure led to
agreement between the fac-
tions to end their differences
and FORD emerged again as
one movement, led by the BO-
year-old Odinga.

Few believe the truce will
last. Tribalism is not new to
Kenyan politics. The Kenyan
African National Union
(KANU]}, which emerged in
1963 as the ruling party of in-
dependent Kenya, won mainly
because it was led by Jomo
Kenyatta, a member of the
dominant Kikuyu party, and
because prominent Luo politi-
cians like Odinga and Tom
Mboya were leading members.

Democratic Party.
hands.

Proliferation and division of opposition parties could play into Moi's

The Kikuyu-Luo marriage
compelled the smaller tribes —
the Luhya, the Kalenzin, Maasai
and Costal tribes — to form
KANU in a bid to prevent the
domination of the big two.

Moi, a Kalenzin, and Shiku-
ku, 3 Luhya, were both pro-
mlnAl leaders of the Kenya
African Democratic Union
(KADU).

In 1966 Odinga fell out with
Kenyatta and foermed the oppo-
sition Kenya People's Union
(KPU). Ideological reasons
were given for the split, but
tribal considerations clearly
played a role. particularly be-
cause Odinga's cxit [rom the
government was accompanied
by a mass walkout by his fellow
Luo MPs. Many felt Luoland de-
served a bigger rcpresentation
in the government.

Three years later Kenyatta
banned all opposition parties.
Mboya, then Economics Mij-
nister was assassinated. KPU
disappeared and Odinga and
Luoland were relegated to the
periphery of national political,
economic and social life.

Luo hatred of the KANU
government eased in 1978
when Kenyatla died and Mot
took power. The warmer rela-
tionship was short-lived. In
August 1982 two Luo soldiers

Kenya

in the Kenyan air force led an
aborlive coup against Moi.
Odinga was accused of master-
minding it and put under
house arrest. His son Raila was
detained.

Ever since then the Luo
have been [rustrated at their
inability to assume effective
control of the country's politi-
cal power. With Odinga now

Deciared British protectorsie
ey May emergency.
Kanyatta heid

KANU ard MADU tormed
KANU wing poil, refuses 1o
form government Bl Keryatta
freed. NADU forms
government. Kenyatts freed.
Coatition tormed

Dec 12 Kenys independent
KADU disscives itseif
KANU now sole party

Muiti-partyism back
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leader of FORD, they see a
chancec at last of achieving
their goal. The Kikuyu, who
make up 30 per cent of the
population, and the third
largest ethnic group, the
Luhya, entertain similar ambi-
tons.

Odinga and Muile, coming
from the great tribal divide,
may have realised that the only

way Mol can be bealen in a
straight election is for the two
biggest tribes o close ranks
and make a combined assault
The question is: If Mol |s
beatcn Iin an election who
should become president? A
replay of the old Kenyattia-
Odinga rivalry is possible.

The opposilion must also
find a formula 10 win over the
lesser tribes. without which
viclory would not be altogether
complete. The Luhya and
Kamba (the fourth largest) are
of special importance.

If Odinga can enlist two
leading Luhya lights, Shikuku
and Masinde Muliro, and bring
ino FORD an important Kamba
figure, Paul Ngei, his victory
will almost be assured.

It will not be easy. Shikuku
is said o be ltrn:xzr opposed
to assigning to Muite any re-
sponsible role in a post-Mol
overnment because it fs
ared Muite will hand Kenya
over to the conservative Ki
elite class of Kenyatta's
district.

Western governments are
closely following development.
Canada's secret preference for
Shikuku is thought to have
contributed to his early deci-
sion to go it alone to the exclu-

sion of the FORD mainstream.

The United States, France
and CGermany appear to have
scltled for anyone from the
Odinga-Muite camp, especially
as Lhe B80-year-old Odinga
seems (0 have shed
his earlter Marxist outlook.

Al a recent corporate func-
tion Odinga praised Kenya's
capilalist system that has al-
lowed him to run east Africa's
largest gas cylinder making
company.

Britain, the former colonial
power, which has been up-
staged by other western gov-
ernments in the campaign to

gct Moi's meonolithic rts::
oul of the way, is yet to
its hand. It is expected to go
along wilth anyone who

salcguard British interests in
the country. Currently they are

valued at $2 billion.
For the opposition to win
the coming multiparty elec-

tions the [actions will have to
make an effective common as-
saull. Mol still enjoys not in-
considerable support from the
minority tribes. By co

with many other African lead-
ers, he has done much for the
ordinary citizen — such as

abolishing school fees
and providing free milk to
pupils.

A [ractious opposition will
find it hard to unseat the man.
of the election is im-
portant. If Moi calls it early in
the year the opposition will
not have enough time to can-

vass for votes.
— GEMINI NEWS

MARK OCHIENG (s a

Kenyan journalist who writes
Jrequently on East African qf-

The most unfortunate part of our dubious dis-
tinction which adds mightily to the doctor's in-
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terminably simmering frustration is our society's
totally wrong and unsympathetic idea of the doc-
tor's personal and professional situation. The so-
ciety takes them all as a bunch of unabashed
fleecers. The doctors are no more held in awed
reverence and gratitude — their respect as a
regiment of good samaritans out to stake

hing including life for the alleviation of the
afflicted people's suffering has by now been
reduced to a fable come from hoary past.

Thinking of the whole community of doctors as
heartless, the society at large has become quite
heartless in its approach to the actual situation of
the doctors. So much so that very few know about
the dire straits all the doctors excepting for some
tens of 'successful’ specialists are in — financially,
professionally and even emotionally, soon after
they enter into the professional life. No family
grooms its children into super-performing
scholars sailing into medical colleges and then,
for at least five years, eating up hefty slices off the
family budget — all for getting in return a country
doctor. The rush for a seat in the medical college
has behind it the warped idea that those pass
out of it will have both a job and a lot of practica
wanting ready for the young hopeful — a position
both in the profession and in society, and, of
course,in the capital city.

Very few of us know that for the most of the lot
that pass out every year reality comes as a rude
shock that sends them reeling for years and
years. A hope of m ng into money and setting
up a medical 'byabsha’ or of going abroad to
collect rewarding degrees and diplomas help
many a one survive gast the traumatic gu:ars

following interneship. But these flickering hopes
are only another face of frustration. :

Our society's idea of its doctors are formed
largely by true fleecers. It is a sad fact that it is
unprofessionalism — by a handful of people —
that thoroughly vitiates our medical situation
from inside. And this is one major factor that
prevents the society from giving the junior doc-

tors the t kind of support t need. We do
not think the buddi A.I]:'icm d?ctur faces this

kind of lack of sympathy from its constituency.

address.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. I
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Tension at border

Sir, The article "It's Time
to Support Battle for
Democracy in Myanmar™ by Mr
Kajser Rasheed in The Dalily
Star of 8 January 1992 is
thought-provoking. When a
neighbour's house is on fire,
one cannot sit quiet and com-
placent, especially if burning
cinders are all the time falling
on one's own house. In Arakan,
there is a mixture of many
races — the Bangalees, Arab,
Portuguese, Andamanese and
others. Unlike the bulk of the
population in Myanmar who
are raclally Tibeto-Burmans,
the Arakanese are cthnically a
different mix. What the
Myanmar army is doing in
Arakan is not only a persecu-
tion of the people of one reli-
gion by those of another; it is
in fact a genocide.

Experience shows, as Mr
Rasheed has said, that a little
show of force or a strong pos-
ture from this side may defuse
the tension for a while; but it
is not a permanent solution,
Particularly with an autocratic
regime like that in Myanmar,
it is useless to seck any
rational understanding or per-
manent solution to the prob-

{ lem. It's time to look for alter-

native solutions. Let Myanmar

go where it may, but we cannot
be indifferent to what might
happen to Arakan on a long
term basis.

For much of its history,
Arakan was an independent
state with friendly relationship
with the ple of esh.
It was Lﬂ?ﬂrltllh who pre-
sented Arakan to Burma
(Myanmar) as a gift when that
country was separated from
British India. Arakan fulfils all
the criteria needed for an in-
dependent state, with a favor-
able geography and a distinc-
tive history and culture of its
won. In the long history of this
region before the British came
here, there never had been any
tension between the Bangalees
and the Arakanese people. In
an independent and demo-
cralic Arakan, Bangladesh
would have found a most
friendly neighbouring country
and tension on that border
would permanently disappear.
Let us look at the problem not
from a religious point of view,
but from a geo-political and
historical perspective. What
the Arakanese need most at
this moment 1s a democratic
voice of their own.

Dr H KM A Hye
14/2 Lake Ctrcus,

Kalabagan, Dhaka.

Aviation

Sir, Talking about political
will of the present govern-
ment, there is a strong possi-
bility that, unlike the Ershad
regime, there will be account-
ability with regard to every
major project, if not all of
them, be it an Airport Deve-
lopment Project at Chittagong
or procurement ol new aircralfl
for Biman.

Il at less cost, more benefit
is to be derived by the state,
the national airlines and the
travellers, about a dozen ques-
tions may be asked by the gen-
eral public as well as their rep-
resenlatives, the MPs. Why do
we have to wail till 1997 to
link Chittagong with the inter-
national destinations, instead
of making it operational with
Mid-Haul aircraft immediately?
Why do we nced wide-body
aircraft to operate from
Chittagong? Is it to open an-
other avenue Lo add to Biman's
loss, because others will oper-
ate their wide-bodies through
Chitltagong at the cost of
Biman? Is it to force DC-10s of
Biman 1o make domestic
flights on Dhaka-Chittagong
roule for onward flights to in-
ternational destinations? If the
only way lo make Chittagong
alrport an international airport
is by making it capable of op-
erating wide-body afrcraft then
it will mean that Sylhet will
never have an International
afrport, is it true? Is it to en-
able the GSAs of other airlines
to earn more commissions
when wide-body alrcraflt of
other airlines will operate
from Chitlugong? Is it a

manipulation to eliminate all
possibilities of making Sylhet
International Airport? How
much cargo Biman's DC-10s
are lifting now?

A recenl news report in
"Economic Times" where the
Aviation Minister reportiedly
said "Biman planned to con-
nect more cities in Europe and
Asia in its international net-
work in addition Lo 26 interna-
tional destinalions” is a posi-
tive sign and correct thinking.
The nation stands to gain
much from such thoughts
provided that these are meant
to be implenwented in the near
future. Indeed, it is about time
that Tehran, Istambul, Manila
and Ho Chi Minh city are con-
nected by Biman. He has also
indicated that “one or two
Mid-Haul and Short-Haul air-
craft will be required by one or
one and hall year period for
necessary cxpansion”. 5

Some people say that a
strong ground is being pre-
pared lo re-negotiate with
British Acruspace to procure
the third AT’ with the excuse
that once the 2 F-28s are sold
out (which | agree that these
should be sold out) only two
ATPs will nut be able to cope
with domestic market. To
counter such arguments one
can say Lhal Biman can very
easily operale appropriate
Mid-Haul aircraflt during the
days of peak-demand, which
can be planned and published
in the flight schedule.

Whatever it may be, i1 is
about time thal the Ministry of
Finance and 1lhe DPrime
Minister hersell might like 1o
probe into Biman and save the

nalion [rom repeated disasters
in Civil Aviation sector. The
Civil Aviation Authority cannot
maintain the airports from its
own income and Biman cannot
even plan at ils own level as Lo
what aircralt should be pro-
cured, on which routes to
operate and such other ques-
tions. Under such circum-
stances how can the Chairman
alone plan as well as execute
things?

Magbul Rashid Choudhury
Bakshi Bazar, Dhaka.

Containing crime

Sir, We congratulate the po-
lice on their success in re-ar-
resting Makim Gazi and his ac-
complices. Some days back, |
had an informal talk with some
police officials who told that
when Lthey [irst arrested
Makim, a notorfous criminal,
they kept him locked under
exira-securily measures.
locked him in the cell with
handcufls. But later on, due to
some negligence of the offi-
ctals Makim and three other
co-accused managed to escape
from Ll't: court lock-up. 'S

Meanwhile, 1t proves that
our police department has the
capabilily to contest with the
criminals to combat crimes, It
is known lo eve
Bangladesh Police lacks mod-
ern factlities and equipments.
Training facilities for the po-
lice personnel are also insuffi-
cient.

We would urge the govt. 1o
lake proper measures to mod-
crnize our police department
and to solve various profes-

one that
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sional problems of the police
pcrsonnels.

Al the same time we
that the police personnel
would become real friends of
the law-abiding common eiti-
zens through offering honest
and dedicated services.

M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural
Dhaka.

College,
Retirement age

Sir, | was disappointed by
the report "22 Secretaries re-
tire next year” in your January
7 issue. The reporter com-
pares our situation with those
of ASEAN countries, Sri Lanka
and so on, although they are
not comparable at all. None of
them has the kind of severe
unemployment problem, rock
bottom per capita income and
low life expectancy that we
have. Besides, the rt does
a disservice to the abilities of
those h seasoned officers
who will over when those
22 Secretaries will retire. We
are to remember that even the
developed countries with
unemployment rate only as
high as 10% are seriously
conside the introduction
of such concept as "job shar-
ing" because there s a
"planetary distance” between

who have and those
who have not. o

Hence there is absolutely no

justification whatsoever in rais-

Ir’ﬂnrﬂmmmbeymﬂ
67 years, as the report sug-
gests.

One who cares



